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"1 EXTRACTED 


i; From all the canonical Books, both of the 
Old and of the New TESTAMENT. 


For the Uſe of ſuch pious Chriſtians as deſire 
to nouriſh their Souls to eternal Life with 
daily meditating on the Word of GOD. 
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Beatus vir-----cugus voluntas eft in lege Domini; et in 
lege ejus meditabitur die ac node. Plalm. i. 1, 2. 


Bleſed is the man- whoſe will is in the law of the 
Lord; and who ſhall meditate on his law day and 
night. f 5 
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PREFACE. 


*E here preſent thee, dear Chriſtian 
\ V reader, with an abſtract of the Mo- 
| þ rality. of the Bible, drawn from. 
all the books, both of the old and of the new 
Teſtament; to ſerve thee. for a rule of thy life 
and converſation ſent thee from heaven, and 
tor a guide to direct thee, and to conduct thee 
thither: and in the mean time to furniſh thee: 
abundantly. for thy daily meditations, with 
the waters of life, drawn out of thoſe divine: - 
fources, to ſupport, nouriſh and.refreſh thy 
ſoul, during thy pilgrimage, in the midft of 
theſe dry and barren deſarts of this earth, 
which for our ſins the Lord hath curſed. 


The word of God has been of old the great 
meditation book of the holy fathers and other 
ſaints: and theſe pure ſouls illuſtrated by the 
light of the Spirit of God, have diſcovered in 
almoſt every page of this heavenly book 
(where there is not one jota or tittle without 
its meaning, St. Matt. v. 18.) in its myſti-- 
cal ſenſe many excellent leſſons of life, and 
documents of divine wiſdom; for the bringing 
on. the ſpiritual man to all perfection. Burt 
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as the generality of Chriſtians are not capa- 
ble of penetrating ſo far into the profound 
depths of the more obſcure and myſterious 
parts of the ſacred ſcriptures; much leſs of 
making themſelves perfect maſters of all the 
ſublime contents of theſe divine books: for 
which the whole life - of the beſt capacities 
would hardly ſuffice, tho wholly employ'd in 
ſtudy and meditation : we have endeavoured 
12 the following ſheets, for the benefit of the 
commonality, to. abſtract from every part of 
theſe ſacred writings, what appeared to us the 
moſt plain, and the moſt intelligible; the moſt 
inſtructive, and the moſt affective; adapting 
the whole as much as poſſible to every capa- 
city; in order to make the meditation on the 
divine word, both very eaſy and very profi- 
table to all Chriſtians of a good will: induſtri- 
ouſly ayoiding all ſuch hard and obſcure paſ- 
ages, as might be liable to be wrefted by the 
unlearned and the unſtable to their own 2 
tion (2. St. Peter iii. 16.) and paſſing by all 
ſuch as might rather exercife the brain, than 
enlighten the mind and enflame the heart: 
which is the great buſineſs of meditation and 
mental prayer. 


As to the Sacred Hiſtory, we lrave only 
touched ſlightly on theſe divine records; thar 
is to ſay, no farther than as their contents 
might alſo have a maniſeſt tendeney to the 
promotion of Chriſtian piety: either by ſhew- 
ing forth the wondrous works of God 1n every 
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age in favor of his people; and his perpetual 


attention to keep up, under a variety of revo- 
lations, the ſucceſſion both of the truth of 
religion, and of the ſanctity of morals in his 
church; or by recording, in the moſt authen- 
tic manner, the great examples of God": S 
fervants,. and the rewards of their virtues; 
and. the heavy judgments and puniſhments 
inflicted on the wicked; for the encourage- 

ment of the good, and-the terror of evil do- 
ers. For all this in effect has a cloſe connecti- 
on with Chriſtian morality. 


We liave added at the end a enneral Ta- 
ble, or Index of all the chief heads of moral 
divinity, in an alphabetical order, pointing 
out to the principal texts, as well. of the old 
as of the new Teftament that. relate to thoſe 
matters: not confining ourſelves merely to 
thoſe texts which are ſet down in the body of 
the work; but taking in alſo many others of 
the like tendency : :.for the greater benefit of 
the lovers of God's word, and of all that de-- 
fire to regulate their. lves by thoſe W br 


precepts. 
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Subſcribers. Names, 
4 lohn Bowes, Ie of White; 


Ed. Mr. John Auſtin, Gent. 
Revd. Wm. Allen, Mr. Willm Bowes, printer, 


Andrew Allen, Gent. of London, 

Widow Archbold, of Do- Mr. Phil. Bowes, Iſle of. 
node, White, cabinet maker. 

Miſs jane Archbold, of Mrs. Mary Bray, 
Aidſto wn, c John Blake, Mercht. 

Mr. John Anderſon, Merch: John Begg, Mercht: . 
Pat. Arthur, Merch. James Byrn, Printer, 


ohn Anderſon; Merch. coo Books, 
at. Andrews, Mercht. James Byrn, Mercht. 
mes Atkinſon, 6 Books Gregory Byrn, Mercht. 


ward Atkinſon, Michl. Bonfield, Mercht:- 
Richd. Atkinſon, Andrew Birch, Mercht. | 
Jofeph Archbold, Patt. Byrn, 
Chriſtop. _ 6 | n of Hell, 6 
Moſt Revd. — Brady, of Maſter Andrew . 
Athlone, Miſs Cathrine Byrn, 
Moſt Rev. Dr. Thos. nie; Miſs Nancy Byrn, 
12 Books, Mr. Garret Byrn, 
' Revd. Mr. John Bath, Malter Baker, 
Rev. Mr. John Butterfield, Willm. B. annon, 
Rev. Mr. Patrick Butler, Simon Brannon, 
Rv. Mr. Robt, Bethel, of: Chrift. Brannon; 
Swords, Francis-Balf, 
Duke Barwick, Gent. Dan. Britt, 12 Books, 
Edw. Barnwall, of Gallers- Joſeph Butterly, 
Town, Gent. Martin Boe, 
Willm. Barnwall, of Old- James Blake, 
Court, Gent: Walter Boe, 


Michl. _ of Nenagh, Criſtop. Brangan,, 
Robt: Braughall,. 
Bart: 3 Gent. James Belton, 
Richd. Betagh, Gent, Marks Brennan, 
Mr. Richard Bently, Obediah: 


Mr. Obediah Boſton, 
James Butler Mercht. 
Thos. Bergin, 

Danl. Barrane, 
jo ohn Buck, Printer, 
trick Brooks, 
Michl. Britt, 
Owen Brady, 
James Broe, 
Francis Bayly, 
Peter Byrn, 
Nicholas Byrn, 
Michael Burke,. 
James Bath, 
Daniel Barran, 
Joſeph Bulger, 
Francis Baſs, 


Theo. Burke, Mercht. | 


Willm. Baggot, 
George Barnwell, 
Michl.-Bath, 
John Brady, 

John Butterly,. 
Dennis Bracken,. 
Mark Byrn, 


C q 
Rev. Mr. Francis Callan, of. 
Rathdrum, C. Wicklow 


Rev. Mr. John Carpenter, 


Rev. Mr. John Connor, 

Madam Ann Caufield, of 
Lemon's-Town, 

John Curry, Eſq; M. D. 

Francis Coughlan, Gent. 

Richard Corbally, Gent. 


Matthew: Corbally, Gent. 
Mr, Jofeph Cardiff, _— 
chant, | 
John Cirrol; 
James Callinan, 


James Callen,, 
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Mr. William Cooke, Merch. 


England, 


Thos. Collin, Mercht. 


Peter Corcoran, Mercht. 


Richard Commeriord, of 
Carrick, Merchazrt. 

Thomas Cox, 

Joſeph Cock Merchant, 

John Coſtigan, of Dur- 
row, Gent 

William Coſtigan, of 
Ditto Gent. 

Bart. Corcoran, Printer, 
50 Books, | 

William Cheevers, 

John Cartan, 12 Books, 

Geo. Cheevers, 

Rufus Cheevers, 

John Cooley, 

James Clynch, 

Chriſtopher Carrol; 

Ehriftopher Carey, 

Michael Carey, 

Patt-Carey, 

Richard Croſo, eb 
ſeller, 25 Books, 

Dennis Cleary, Roſcrea, 
Merchant, 

Eneas 

Mrs. Mary Co 

Roger e Books 

Patt-Corigan 2 Books; 


James Candy, 


John Candy, 

Patt Carty, 
Thomas Coony, 
Michael Connor; 
Silveſter Connor, 


James Caſey, 


James Cummins, 

John Carr, 

Chriſtoꝑher Cullen, 
Richard 
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Mr. Richard Conolly, 
Patt Conolly, 
Henty Corbally, 

| Robert Caffery, 
James Connor, 
Patt Cannen, 
Ewd. Conrahy, 
Thomas Clarke, 
Geo. Callan; 
Thomas Callahan, 
Matthew Clynch, 
Tim. Colclough, 6 bks. 
Ecward Cullen, 

Tim. Connel, 
Michael Clarke, 
William Colloden, 
Auguſtine Corcoran, 
William Corcoran, 
James Carney, 


John Cook, Borofaleigh | 
Mr. Concannon, of San- 


kill, C. Roſcommon, 


John Corban, of Ne- 


nagh, Merchant, 
Daniel Carrol, of Ne- 
nagh Merchant, 
Bryan Commin, 
William Callan, 
William Caſey. 
Robert Coſgra ve, 
George Callan, 
John Clinton, 
Benjamin Chapman, 
Tim. Connel, 
George Callan, 
William Cliff, 
Robert Coſgrave, 
Thomas Crennan; 
Patt Conan, 


David Calenan Limerick 


Walter Carrick, 
Patt Codd, 
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Mr. John Coughlan, 
Thomas Coſgrave, 
John Coſgrave,. 
Andrew Cahill; 
Laurence Coleman, 
Edward Cogan, C. Car- 
e : | 
John Cannen, 
Tim Coy les 
John Coyle, 
Joſeph Coyle, 
James Connolly, 
Simon Carney, 
Mr. Copperwaite. 
Richard Qardiff, 
Secorge's- Lane, 
Richard Cardiff, of 
- E. Meath, 
James Corbolys, 
Richard Cuſhin,.. 
Walter Carrick;.. 
Mrs. Anne Crennan, 
Mr.Patrick Cunningham, . 
Nicholas Commons, 
Thomas Campbelh;. 
PatrickConolly, of Long 
nel,” 7 a 
Charles Conatan; 
William Crinnion, 
Oliver 7 Athlo. 


Chriftopher Dalton, Eſa; . 

Willm. Davis, C. Roſcom- - 
mon, Gent. 

Revd. Mr. Dennis Doyle, 

John Bobbin, :Gent. 

Michael Dugan, Gent. 

James Dixon, Gent. of 
Ra venſdale, 

Mr. Nic. Ruagan Merch. 

Na vaa, ; 
Mrs. Mary Dunn, 
| Alexander 
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SUBSCRIBERS NAMES 
Alexander Dowell, Gen. Mr. Robert Dowdall, 


E 


Francis Dungan, 
Laurence Dogherty, 
Peter Doyle, 


Richard Doyle, 


Thomas Derham, 
John Dawſon, 
Chriſtopher Devereaux, 
John Dillon, 

Luke Dowel!, 

Francis Daniel, 

Patt Dogherty, 

John Dixon, 

John Doyle, 

Dennis Dunn, 


Henry Dugan, of Nenagh, 


of Athlone. . James Dowdall, 
Capt. Edward Doran, Mrs. Mary Doyle, 
Capt. Daniel Doran, Mr. John Dolan, 
Mr. Tim. Dignan, Mercht. William Dolan, 
Thomas Dignan, Grocer, Michael Doyle, 
Patt. Dowdall, James Dunn, 
Edward Donnelly, Owen Dunn, 
Miſs Catherine Darcy, Thomas Denn, 
Mr. Patt Daly, Patt Downey, 
Robert Daly, Thomas Dunn, 
John Daly, Joſeph Duff, 
Matt. Dempſy Gent. M. D. Alexander Darcy, 
Mr. Edward Dempſy, Francis Dunn, 
Francis Dillon, George Dodd, 
Chriſtopher Durham, John Duff, 
4 Chriſtopher Dignan, f = Dowling, 
Barnaby Doherty, art. Donnelly, 
James — 5 John Dooling, 
William Dingfe, Owen Duffey, 
Benjn. Dempſy, Henry Dowling, 
Benedict Dempſy, 2 Bks. William Dooley, 
(= Chriſtopher Dowdall, 
John Dunn, E 
Francis Dillon, 
a Patt Donnelly, Mr. Thomas E1gan, Merch. 
q John Dogherty, Mr. Barnaby Eagan, Merc. 


6 Books, | 
William Eagan, Mercht. 
Madam Euſtace, of Naas, 
Mr. Francis Evers, 50 Bks. 

Richard England, 
Samuel Eaton, 

James py as 
Nicholas Engliſh, 
Patt Engliſh, 
Francis Euſtace, 
Rowland Euſtace, 
John Eagan, 

Roger Eagan, 
John Everard, 


John Eſmond, 


F 


Moſt Revd. Dr. Follen, 
Revd. Edward Follen, 
Revd Mr. John Finn, 
Maurice Fitzgerald, of 
Punch's-grange, Eſq; 
James oY erald, Gent. 
M. P. | 


Madam Mary Fitzgerald, 

| of Naas, 

Mr. Chars. Farrel, Mercht. 
William Field, Mercht. 

Gilbt. Finigan, Mercht. 

John Fitzpatrick, Gurteen 
Q. County, Gent. 

Terence Fitzpatrick, of 
Durrow, Gent. 

Capt. Hugh Fin, of Parton, 
England, 

; = - 

| George Frayne, 
Thomas Fotterill, 
Thomas Finn, 
Thomas Fleming, 


.  Rickd. Fitzfimons, Book- 


ſeller, 100 Books, 


James Farral, 


2 Farral, 
. Laurence Farral. 
Lewis Farral, 
Robert Farral, 
Michael Fennel, 
John Flyn, 
Edmd. Finn, Printer, 
Thomas Fitzſimons, 
John Fox, 
William Fagan, 
George Flower, 
Patt Field, of Ruſh 6 bks: 
Thomas Fitzgerald, 
Peter F itzgerald, 


att Farral, Mercht. 


Michl. Fullum, 12 Bks. 
William Fullum, | 
John Fitzpatrick, 


 Grego'y Flannery, 


Daniel EFlyn, 
Michael Fitzpatrick, 
Luke Flood, 
Patt Farris, 

E Fleming. 
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atthew Fitzpatrick, of 


Nenagh, 

Roger Farral, 

Edward Farral, 
William Finigan, 
Patt Fitzſimons, 
Patrick Flaherty, 
yy Fleming, 
att Fagan, 6 Books, 

James Field, 
Tames Farran, 


8 
Revd. Mr. Rednd. Gaffery, 
Elphin, 


Rey. Mr. Jas. Geraghty,. 


Revd. James Gahan, 

Mr. Bart. Gorman, Book- 
ſeller, 100 Books, 
ou Grogan, | 

Edward Gilmore, 
Thomas Gilmore, 
Garret Geoghagan, mer. 

James Geoghagan, Gent: 
Michael Gannon. 


50 Books, 


Mr. Thomas Geoghagan, 


Bryan Gordon, 
James Gannon, 


Mr. Gooding, 


Terence Gunn, | 


Peter. 
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SUBSCRIBERS NAMES 


Mr. Peter Grumly, 
James Grace, af Carrig, 
C. Tipper. 
Laurence Gill, 
- Thadeus Glyn, 
Patt Gaven, 
John Gannon. Mercht. 
James Gernon 
ohn Grannan, 
rt. Gannon, 
Thomas Gorman, 
John Gannon, 
H 
John Hacket, Eſq; 
Capt. Willm. Hicks, Engd. 


Capt. Peter Hanſon, Engd. 
Rev. Mr. Thos. ms, 


ws 


Mr. Thos. Hoban of Kil- | 


kenny, Ana 
Edwd. , Mercht. 
Patt Ho on, Mercht. 
Michael a 


Bart. Haly, . 
James Higgins, 
Thomas Henry, 
William Hunter, 
Peter Huxenrod, 
Thomas Hopkins, 
John Heron, 
William Hickey, 
William Hawney, 
Edward Hearn, 


—— 2 Bks. 
James Hart, 


Chriſtopher Heavy, 


Mr. Patt Hand, 


Robert — 4 


John H ughs, 
Thomas Haly, 
Wilm. Harward, 5 


Willm. Hamill, 
Patt. Hanlon, 
John Hind, 
Richard Hal, 

Joſeph Hines, 6 Books. 


Laughlin H 2gns, 


Mr. Patt. Jones, merck. 


John Jeffers, 
Chriſtopher Joyce, 
Willm. Jones, 
John Jennet, 
Thomas Jonnins, 
Edwd. Jonnins, 


X 4 1½¼ 
Re vd. 22 Kennedy, of 
C. Tipperary, 
Madam Chriſtian Kennedy, 
C. Kildare, 
Jas. Kane, Gent. 6 bks. 
Thomas Kennedy, Gent. 
Mr. John Kane, 12 Books 
James Knapp, mercht. 
and, 


Engla 
Richard Knapp, mercht. 
England, 
Valentine Kaven, Gent. 
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SUBSCRIBERS NAMES 
Mr. Dennis Kelly, Book- Mr. Chriſtopher Lynch, 


ſeller 200 Books, 
Laur. Kelly, Merchant, 
Limerick, 
-Robert Kent, 
"Thos, Keating, mercht. 


Francis Kiernan, mercht. 


Darby Kavanagh, 
Thos. Kelly, merchant, 
Thos. Kenny, 
John Kenny, 
Patt. Kelly,” | 
Nicholas Kennedy, 
ohn King, 

rby Kernan, 
Richard Keough, 
Willm. Kiernan. 
James Kelly, 
Alexander Kieve, 
Char. Kelly, 12 Books, 
ee e Gent. 

C. Ti ary, | 
Owen Ketly, C. Kildare, 
Willm, Kelly, 
Laurence Kennedy, 
Bryan Kavanagh, 
Garret Kearney, 
John Kearney, 
John Kelly, Ko 
Dickie Kane, | 
Thomas Kane, 
Edward Kelly, 
Maurice Kinſelagh, 
Thomas Kellet, 


John Lynch, Gent. 
Chriſtopher Langan, 
Andrew Langan, 
— Langan Grocer 6 bs. 
ichard Langan, 
Thomas Lee, 
John Lucas, 
2 Lacy, 
att Lord, Book-ſeller, 
50 Books, 
George Langford, 
David Lyons, 
John Laurence, 
ene Lyons, 
rancis Larkin, 
Denms Lynch, 
Patrick Leary, 
Patt Lynch, 


William Lotkan, Carrick 


on Sure, 
Maurice Leonard, 


Laurence Lynham, 


Edward Lynham, 
Nicholas Lawleſs, 
mg Lacy, 

ohn Lynch, C. Meath. 
Richard Lawleſs, 
John Levins, 
John Leary, 


N 


Rev. Dr. Me. Cormick, of 


Nenagh, 


Mam. Latin of Morristown, Rev. Pet. Me. Dermott, of 


Willm. Laurence, Gent. 


Mr. James Lynch, 


'Sankill. C. Roſcommon, 


Bev. Michl. McDermott, 
Patt, Lynch, 25 Books. Rev. Roger Miley, 


Rev. 
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Rev. Daniel Magragh, of Walt. Mooney, of Black- 
Dowharrow, C. Finer. rath, Gent. 

Rev. Philip Meagher, of James Me. Donald, Gent. 

Roſcrea, Mr. Wilm. Malone, merch. 

Rev. Daniel Mc. Alley, James Malone, 

Rev. Thomas Maginnis, Willm. Malone, Francis- 

Rev. Simon Mc.Nemee, Street, 6 books. 

Timothy Meagher, Gent. Edwd. Meagher, of Ne- 
C. Tipperary, nagh, mercht. 50 bks. 

Mr. Luke Meag her, of Kil- Tim Meagher, of ditto, 
kenny, mercht. Richd. Mangam, 

Mrs. Ann Mc.Cann, Capt. John Morey, Engd. 

Mrs. Mary Makanally, Mr. John Morey, junr. Eng. 

Mr. Henry Mc Cluſky, Willm. Morey, 


John Mc. Keough, of 


Nenagh, 

James Maguire, 
Michael Morrin, 
Patt Moor, 
Thomas Murtagh, 
John Mulhall, 
John Mc. Crack en, 
David Mc. Intire, 
Henry Murray, 
Thomas Murray, 
Edward Murray, 
Wilm. Murray, 
John Murray. 
Darby Mc. Donald, 
Walter Morris, 

Jo! in Mor ran, 
Thomas Muckleroy, 
Joſeph Mc. Caden, 
Owen Mc, Antee, 
William Maddin, 
John Mc. Cormick, 
Miles Me. Donald, 


Edward Mulhall, 


Bryan Mc. Kiernan, 
Chriſt. Montgomery, 
Anth Dermot, Mercht. 


Ignat. Maguire, mercht. 

Rich. Mc,mahon, merch. 

John Meagher, of Car- 
rick on Sure, 

George Meagher, 

Willm. Montgomery, 

Hugh Molloy, 


Matthew Molloy, 


Martin Murphy, 12 bks 

Thos. Mc. Glue, 

Joſeph Murphy, 

Andrew Mc.Gee, 

Michael Murphy, 

Magnus Mowat, 

Phil. Mc. Ardell, 

Bernard Mc. Henry, C. 
Antrim, 

Willm. Morres, 

John Moon, 


Miſs Mary Monks, 
Mr. Bart. Me. Cann, 


Patt Mc,Dermott, 
Robt. Moffit, 
Thos. Mayſe, 
lſames Murray, 
Thos. Mc. Grane, 
Patt Mooney, 


Edwd Mooney, of Gallers- Mrs. Elizabeth Magill, 


tawyn, Gent. 


— 
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Mr. Willm. Me. Donald, 
ohn Mooney, 
oorhouſe Middleton, 
Thady Meara, Nenagh, 
Wilm. Mack, Durrow, 
Bart. Me Cann, 
Hugh Monahan, 
ohn Murphy, 
Michl. Me. mahon, 
Jas. Mc. mahon, 
Dennis Murphy, 
John Mc. Carty, 
Chrift. Monks. 
James Martin, 
John Mc. Carty, 
Chriſt. Monks, 
James Martin, 
James Melton, 
Thos. Mullally, 
Hugh Mc. Cann, 
Patt. Mc. Carty, 


N 


Rev. Mr. Thos. Netervill, 
Mr. Nicholas Netervill, 
Seo. Netervill, 
Matt. Netervill, + 
John Navin, mercht. 
John Nixon, mercht. 
John Nulty, 7 


Thos. Neilon, merchant 


Corke, 
Patrick Nowlan, 
Thomas Norris, 


SW 
Rey, Mr. John O Brien, 


Mr. Robert Pointing, 1 


Rey. Arthur O Neill, of 


Bray. | 


Rev. William O Mealy, - 
Charles O'Connor, of Bale- 


nagare, C. Roſcom. Efq ; 
John O Neil, Gent. 
Charles O Neil, Gent: 


Capt Jeffery O Sullivan, 


Mr. Paul O Sullivan, of 
Limerick, Mercht. 


Mr. Patt. Owens, 20 Books. 


James O Shaughneſſy, 
Danl. O Prien, 15 
James O Brien, 

Thos. Orford, 

Willm. Orford, 

Thos: O Brien, 

Andrew O Rourke, 

Anthony O Donnell, 

* O Brien, | 
im. O Brien, 

Patt. O Brien, 
Simon O Brien, 
Murtagh O Neil, 
Gilbert O Marra, 
Dennis O Connor, 
John O Mealy, 

Peter O Brien, 

Thos. O Neil, 
Mrs. Mary O Brien, 


, P. 
Rev. Mr. Pat. Pr aſt, 


P. Power, of Elphin, Gent, 
Lewis Parry, Gent. 


Mr. Ignatius Purcel, Merce. 


James Pickering, 
Maſter John Pickering, 
Miſs Mary Pickering, 
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SUBSCRIBERS NAMES 
Mr. Edmond Power, of Ms. Moore Reily, 


Catrick-on- ſure, Mercht. 
Mr. Richd. Power, C. of 
. Roſcommon, Mercht. 


Luke Power, of Water- 


20d, Mercht. 
Robt. Plunket, 


MIS. Elizabeth Purcel, of 


Thurles. 

Mr. John Plunket, - = 
Michl. Power, | 
Richd. Power, 

Walter Purcell, 
Garret Pierce, 
Patt. Phealan, 
Sunon Plealan, 
Thos. Plealan, 

| — Plealan, 

Nichs. Ponteny, 

Philip Purfieid. 
Peter Philips. 
Henry Plunket, 


Rev. Mr. Th Quirk, Jun, 
Mr, Val. Quinn; Mercht. 
Matthew Quinn, 
James Quintin of Nenah. 
Peter Quartermaſs, 
Edud. 0 , 


Rev. Mr. Phil. Rofiter, 
Francis Reynolds, Gent. 
Peter Rider, Gent. 
Mr. James Reily, Mercht. 
Hugb Reily, Mercht. 
Michl Reily, Mercht. 6 
Books, 


; Dbmiadth Rice, Mercht. 
Miſs Barbara Rice, 
Mr. TP — of Borris- 
eigh, C. Tipperary, 
Willm Rafferty, F 


Mathew Reily, - 
Simon Rourke, 
Bernard Reed, 
Thos. Richardſon, 

Willm. Roe, 
James Rowney, 

Richd. Rowney, 

Mich. Roch, 

James Roch, 

John Ryan, 

Peter Ryan, 

Chriſtr. Reynolds, 

John Rourke, 

Darby Riordan, 1844 
John Reily, Comahy, C. 
Leitrim, WT -. 

Thos, Reily, 
Jamey Reily, 
eil Rogers, 
Tim Rourke, 
Patrick Rivers, 


. 


P)gdilip Reily, 


Terence Reily, 
= Rippenhan, | 
John Ryan, 
Thos. Roe, 
ohn Roe, | 

illm. Reading, 

Patt. Reynolds, 

Edmond Rorke, Cabinet- 
Maker, - Books, 


Chriſtopr. Segrave, Gent. 
John Stretch, of Nenagh, 


G 2 a at? 
Capt. Robert Scanlon, 
Mr. Thos Slaughtery, 
Mr. Walter Scot, Merch. 
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_ Chapter I. Verſe 1. c. 


x the beginning God created besen and * 
And God ſaid: be light made, and light was 
made: and God Fon the light that it was., 
good.“ See, my ſoul, how all things ,readily- 


3 obey the great Creator: be ſpeaks the. word, and 


they are preſently made; and they ſpring forth —4 
of nothing, at his command: and all that he makes 
he ſees to be good, and nothing that he makes is evil 4. 
And why wilt not thou obey his word? How 
wilt thou, reſiſt his commands? How long ſhall) evil... 
(which. is no., part; of his creation) have, venta 
over thee whom. he. created | good, for bimfell. the, 
ſevere Coad. wo +551 ? = 
5 i 1 . 3. 
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v. 31. And God fav al the * that he had 
made, and they were very good. Each part of the 
creation, and every ſingle creature was good: but all 


of them together weregexceeding good; nothing being 


wanting te make the-wheſe -ablolfitely perfect O- 


great Creator, glory be to thy name]! Let the 
* creation 3 for ever 

_ ii. v. 3. God bleſſed the ſeventh da 45 
ſanctified it, Locate f in it he had reſted from all his 
work.” This day of God's reſt, ſanctified by him, 
has a myſterious alluſion, to the everlaſting reſt or 
ſabbath, into which he will intreduce all his true 


ſervants, after the fix days labours of their mortal 


life. Has, iv. 49> 9. My 

v. 9. The. Lord. Gd beoug bt farth aß he ground, 
all manner of trees ---- the — of life alſo in the 
midſt. of paradiſe. This tree of life, by eating, of 
the fruit of which man would have lived age ever, 


was an illuſtrious figure of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, by. 


feeding on whom, we are brought to bo eG life. 


St. Jobn vi. 50. 51. 58. SM. 
Gbap. iii. v. 17, Sc. Mark the abe of man's 
puniſhment for ſin. © Curſed is the earth in thy 
work: with labour and toil ſhalt thou eat thereof all 
the days of thy life. Thorns and thiſtles ſhall it 
bring forth to thee . i the ſweat of thy face ſhal 
thou eat thy bread, till thou return to the earth, o 
of Which n wall taken; for daft thou art and i into 


1 duſt thou ſhalt return.“ Of this curſe; the juſt pu- 
niſhment of man's fall rem God by Ari; we fill feel 5 3 


the weight, in this earth (of fleſh) which we carry 
about with us, in the thorns and thiſtles of our diſor- 


derly' 3 and the labour and toil;' with 


which we mult” ſuppreſs them, &c. And this re- 


membrance of our extraction and the neeeſſity of 


eur returning to our original duſt, is here inculcated, 
to teach us to know oui ſelves; to be ever humble; 
and to be always prepared lor our journey hence. 

Chap. iv. 


- 


| a againſt thee ? 
ap. v. u Adam lived nine FI ay} 


Geneſts, of the Blarr. 5 3 


Chap. iv. 1 © The Lord ſaid, to:Cain---what 


haſt thou p re? The voice of thy brother's blood 
crieth to me from the earth.“ O * what haſt 


thou dope, when by thy ſcandals, r by thy draw- 
ing any of thy neighhouss into He thou haſt mur- 


dered that poor ſoul ?. Will not thy brother's blood, 


in theſe e cry. aloud to 7 Tor ne 


thirty years, aud he died: and lo of the other patri- 
archs; the account of whoſe long lives is ſtill, conclu- 


ded: with. theſe words, and be died. And how ſmall 


a difference will there be by and by, between the 
longeſt, and the ſhorteſt liſe: ſince 3 thouland Years 


before the eyes of the eternal Truth are but as,ye/ler- - 


day which is paſt and gone, .Plalm-Ixxxix; 4 
v. 24. Henxch walked with God, and was ſeen 
no more, becauſe God took him.“ Happy they who 


make it the-buſinefs of their life to wall zuif Goa, 


by keeping themſelves in his preſence, by; a ſpirit of 
recollection; and by. a- conſtant attention to Bat 
[ 


him] ſuch as walk with him in this manner, he w 


A tanke to himſelf in a happy eternity. 


v. 29 Ile called his name Nog, (or comforter) 
ſaying this ſame ſhall comfort us,” from the works 
and labours of our hands on the Earth which th 


Lord hath curſed.” Our true Noe, or comforter, 


ſent us from heaven, is the Son of God, who comes 


to comfort us under all our labours; to bleſs the works 
of. our bands: and to change into a bleſſing, in our 


favor, the curſe laid on us for fin. 

Chap. vi. 3. God ſaid: my ſpirit ſhall not re- 
main in man for ever, becauſe he is fleſh' (enflaved 
to carnal ſins, and therefore ſhall be deſtroyed) mark 
how by the ſins of the fleſh, the ſpirit of God is ſure 
to be taken away, from the carnal man: and a deluge 
of evils of courſe will overflow his whole ſoul. 


B 2 1 v. 9. 


N.. 
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% 


4 The Morality Genefis. 


Hos : he walked with God.“ v. 22. And Noe 


did all thing. which God commanded bim. Behold 


the way to all happineſs : tis by doing thus wefhall 
eſcape the dreadful aye which threatens all the 


ſinners of the earth. 


Chap. viii. 21. The imagination and thought 


of man's heart are prone to evil from their youth.“ 
O the diſmal conſequences of original ſin! Good 
God deliver us from ourſelves. | 


Cbaßp. xii. 1, 2, 3. The Lord ſaid to Abram. 
Go forth-out of thy Country: and from thy kindred, 


and out of thy father's houſe; and come into the 


land, which I ſhall ſhew thee : and I will make of 
thee a great nation: and I will bleſs thee, &c. and in 


thee ſhall all the kindreds of the earth be bleſſed.” 
Happy they who follow God, when he calls them, 
from the midſt of fin and iniquity, as it were ont of 


their native land, to ſhew them: the fair regions of 
-virtue and' devotibn, in order to bleſs them there; and 
from thence to tranflate them to an eternal had 
tance inchis kingdom above, This is that great grace 


of vocation, the correſponding with which is the way 
to heaven. This following, God is the ſundamental 


point of Chriſtian morality. 


Chap. xiv. d. 18, 19, &c. © Melchiſedech the 


King of Salem, bringing forth bread and wine, for 
he was the prieſt of the moſt high God, bleſſed hiin, 
and ſaid, bleſſed be Abram, by the moſt high God, 


who created heaven and earth: and bleſſed be the 
moſt high God by whoſe protection the enemies are 
in thy hands. And he gave him the tithes of all. Behold 


here a moſt ancient and a molt illuſtrious figure of 
Chriſt, our great King and prieſt ; and of his ſacri- 
Hee. Fee Heb. vit. &c. | 


Chap. xv. 1. Fear nct Abrani; I am thy pro- 
teQtor, and thy reward exceeding great.? My ſoul 


he will be ſo to thee, if thou allo wilt ſeek him as 


Apen 


v. 9. Mee was a juſt and. perfect man in his ge- 
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Abram! did, in the ſimplicity and ſincerity of thy 
heart: Wiſd. i. 1. it 
D. 6. Abram believed God, and it was reputed 
to him unto juſtice. Happy. faith, which joined 
with obedience and devotion, made Abram the ſpe- 
cial favourite-of heaven. be Wipp bo 
Cbab. xvii. v. 1. I am the Almighty. God: 


= © 

> IX walk before me, and be perfect.“ The ſhorteſt way 
| X to all perfection is to walk before God, and in his pre- 

X ſence; with a. conſtant attention: to pleaſe him. 

Gap. X viii. v. 17. &c. ©. The Lord ſaid: can 1 
„ hide from Abraham what I am about to do: ſeeing 
> X that in him all the nations of the earth ſhall be bleſſed. 

f Por I know that he will command his children and 


his houſhold after him te keep the way of the Lord, 
and to do judgment and juſtice.” See here the duty 
of Fathers and. maſters, Ac. And ſee alſo how true 
it is that the Lord is good to them that -bope in him; 10 
XZ the foul that (ſincerely) ſeeketh bim. Lament. iii. 25: 
v. 27- I will ſpeak to my Lord, whereas I am 
but duſt and aſhes.“ Learn my foul thus to humble 
x thyſelf in thy addreſſes to God in prayer. 
vi. 32. © I beſeech thee, ſaid Abrabam, be not an- 
gry, O Lord, if I ſpeak yet once more: what if ten 
Juſt men ſhall be found there (viz. in Sodom 2) I will 
not , deſtroy it ſaid. the Lord for the ſake 
of ten.“ Of what ſervice then are the juſt to 
the whole commonwealth; ſince ten of them might 
have even ſaved Sodom. | Fo. 
Chap. xix. 14. Lot ſpoke to his ſons in law ( the 
men of Sodom) that were to have his daughters; and 
ſaid: Ariſe, get ye out of this place; becauſe the Lord 
will deſtroy this city: and he ſeemed: to them to 
ſpeak as it were in jeſt So when the ſervants of 
Cod threaten the wicked with the judgments of God, 
o- which are hanging over their heads, their words 
ol i make no more impreſſion upon them than if t 
as vVere in jeſt; till the wrath of God coming on a. ſud- 
m WF 83 den. 
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den and iherichen leaſt expect it, hurries them a- 
way and plunges them into a miferable eternity. 


. 26. Lot's wife looked behind her and ans 
turned into a ſtatue of falt.” Inſtructing us, how 


of iniqu "I and fin, to look back, by a relapſe, 'ot 
by the affection to ſin, towards that miſerable city. 


„ v. 33. Abraham called upon the name of the 


Lord God the Eternal: behold one of God's names, 
the moſt expteſſive of his divine eſſence. | 

See Chap. xxii. The ready obedience of Abraham, 
when hie was ſent to offer up his ſon Iſaae in ſacri-- 
fice; as well as the obedience and reſignation of I- 


ſaac,. who was then a young man in the flower of 


his age, and yet offered no reſiſtance. And mark 
the bleſſing entailed upon them both, in conſe 


of this intended facrifice'; Alas! Row often have we 


been called upon, to offer up; as it were, in ſacri- 
fice ſome darling object: of our affections; or ſome 
unhappy paſſion, which ties us down to che earth: 
and yet we never have had the coura to make 
this offering; and for want of this compliance have 
- deprived ourſelves of God's ſpecial bleſſing; and have 
perliaps: the great work of God yet to begin. 


' Chap. xxiv. v. 63. Iſaac was gone forth ts: 


mieditate-in the Gelds,” &c. Learn my ſoul from the 
Patfiarchs and all the other ſaints, this holy exer- 
ciſe of meditation: and let it be thy daily employment. 

Chap. xxv. v. 8. Abrabam died in a good old 
age, having lived a long time, and being full of 


days: and was gathered to his people: (the people 
of God, who were gone before him) Where note, 


that he in a particular manner is ſaid to have lived a' 


long time, and to have been full of days; and yet both 
his father, and almoſt all his — lived to a 


greater age than he (Gen. xi.) But Abraham's time 3 
was long, and his days were full indeed, by the good f 


uſe of his time, and 'S his conſtant attention to 


dangerous it is after being delivered from the Sodom. 


2 1 2 DP 8 

po f - = F N —_— 2 C A 

Ft $9 Amy... 4 the r "I N * — 

al AM 9 4 n HON hy * e p, bes. 4 __ = ay py ES. 9 2 Þ - 

2 8 Tor * 2 2 VET Tn 3 r "Foes of EY WA ha. 7 
3 


72 

3 

3 

7 

*z 

= { 

YM 

5 1 
4 

= \ 

4 

= C 

B ( 


pleaſe 5 


C 1 
of * N PTE. on : 
G Y 0 8 x q © = * 
n PIR * 2 5 EONS 's, 7 (IVES. ee 
e n * > 


” ene . 
. 2 Vim... . 
* r e 
8 2 n 

© 


Genes. of the Brel. I 


pleaſe God in all things. O let our days, my ſoul, 
be full in this manner... o blk x 
v. 34. Eſau eat and drank, and went his way, 
making little account of having ſold his firſt- birth 
right. A figure of unhappy ſinners, who for the 
fake of gratifying for a moment, their carnal or ſen- 
ſual appetite 5 ſel} their title to the inheritance of be 

Born whoſe names are written in heaven, and ſor- 
fett their fathers benediction; and make little or no 
account of this greateſt of all miſeries. See Heb. 


FR ze. 10þ PP to 1 "- „ 

— Cbap. Xlv. vr 4. He. I am Jeep» your Brother, 
- X whom. you fold into Egypt. Be not afraid: and let 
fit not ſeem to you a hard caſe that you ſold me into 
k IF theſe countries: For” God ſent me before you into» 
e Egypt, for your preſer vation Not by your counſel, . 
e Vas I ſent hitherz but by the will of God, Gr. And 
- 2X Joſeph bleſſed all his brethren, and wept upon every 
e one of them?” O Admire and adore the wonders of 


divine Providence, in the whole hiſtory. of Joſepm; 
and imitate the charity, purity and humility of this 
holy patriarch. \ 444 LW & 
Chap. xlvii. v. 9. The days of my pilgrimage” 
( faid Jacob to King Pharao) are one hundred and 
thirty years, few and evil; and they are not come 
up to the days of the pilgrimage of my fathers.“ 
Thus theſe holy men looked upon themſeluves as pil- 
grims upon earth; longing for their true and hea- 
venly country. Heb. xi. 13, 14. 15. 16. Such 
ought to be the ſentiments and diſpoſitions of all good 
Chriſtians. N 
fathers Abraham and Iſaac did walk, Ec. faid Jacob 
bleſſing the ſons of Joſeph! O my ſouk how happy 
ſhall we be, if we alſo take care to walk in this di- 
vine preſence, like theſe ancient ſaints! 4 
Chap. xlix. v. 6. © Let not my ſoul go into tkeir 
counſel, nor my glory be in their aſſembly.” Say 
| | thou 
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thou my ſoul the ſame of the counſels of the ungod- 


ly: and of all the aſſemblies ot the workers of iniqui- 
ty. v. 10. The ſcepter ſhall not be taken away 
AM Juda --till he come that is to be ſent (Shilo the 
Meſſiah) and he ſhalt be the expectation of nations? 
v. 18. I will look for thy ſalvation O Lord. IIlluſtri- 
ous. promiſes of the coming of the Son of God, for 
our Salvation: who alſo in the bleſſing of Joſeph v. 
26 is called the deſire of the everlaſling bills, as be- 
ing long'd for as it were, by the whole creation. 
Chap. I. v. 19, 20. Can we reſiſt the will of 
God, ſaid Foſeph to bis brethren, you thought evil 
againſt me: but God turned it into good, c.“ O 
how. often does he deal thus with us, by drawing 


good out of our evils! O bleſſed be his name! 


| Exobus. bal 


1 AP. iii. v. 13, 14, 15. Lo I fhall go to the chil- 
dren of Iſrael, ſaid Moſes, and I ſhall ſay to them, 

the God of your fathers hath ſent me to you : 
if they ſhall: fay to me: what is his name? What 
ſhall I ſay to them? God ſaid to Moſes, I am who 
am | tbat is I am Being itſelf. Tam the eternal, fe 
exiſtent, incomprebenfible Being of all beings, in myſelf 
every way infinite; and the ſource of all other beings.} 
He ſaid, thus ſhalt thou ſay to the children of Iſrael; 
He who is hath ſent me to you. And again the Lord 
[ the eternal, ſelfexiſtent] God of your fathers, the 
God of Abraham, the God ot Ilaac, ind the God 
of Jacob hath ſent me to you-: this is my name- for 
ever, and this is my memorial unto all generations.” 
Bow down my ſoul to adore this thy Lord, eternal, 
incomprehenſible, infinite; and ſtand aſtoniſhed: at 


the ſublime idea, which anſwers this ineffable name. 
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See the tin plague: of Egypt, Exod.” vii, viii, ix, 
&c. The myſterious rites and ordinances, with re- 
gard to the paſchal lamb. Exod. xn. And the mira- 
eulous paſſage of the people th rough the Red Sea. 

. XIV. 
Chap. xv. v. 2. E Contains the canticle of 
| thankſgiving for the deliverance of thc people of God 
from Pharao's hoſt. Let us ſing to th.e Lord; for 
he is gloriouſly magnified- The Lord is my ſtrength 
and my praiſe, and he is my falvation : he is 
God, and I will glorify him: the God of my father, 
and I will exalt him--Almighty is his name, t. 
O let them ſay ſo, who have been redeemed by the 
Lord, whom he hath redeemed from the hand of 
the enemy (the infernal Pharaos) and let the mer- 
| cies of the Lord give glory to him, and his wonder- 
ful works to the children of men. Pf. cvi.” Chriſti- 
ans, theſe ought to be the ſentiments of us all; who 
have been redeemed from fin and fatan, by the pre- 
cious blood of tlie Son of God: 

v. 11. Who is like to thee among the ſtrong, 
O Lord, who is like to thee, glorious in holineſs, 
terrible and praiſe worthy, doing wonders. In thy 
mercy thou haſt been a leader to the people, which 
thou haſt redeemed:---Thou ſhalt bring them in and 
plant them in---thy Sanctuary O Lord--.the N 
ſhall reign for ever and ever. Amen. Amen | 

See Gap. xvi. The giving of the manna, FA 
| Chap. xvii. the water out of the rock; Illuſtrious fi- 
gures of Chriſt, our ſpiritual meat and drink, 15 
Cor. x. 3, 4. 

Chap. xvii. v. 11. When Moſes lifted up his 
hands Iſrael overeame ¶ Amalec) But if he let them 
down a little, Amalec'overcame: v. 12. And Me- 
fes's hands were heavy---And Aaron and Hur ſta ed 
up his hands on both ſides. And it came to paſs that 
his hands were not weary till ſun ſet. v. 13. So Jo- 
ſua put Amalec to flight, Sc.“ O Pris lifting up or 

hands 
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* in prayer is the ſovereign meuns: to obtain the | 
victory in all our ſpiritual conflias! If this be'neglec- Þ 
ted we are ſure to be overcome. | 
e, 16. Sc. © Twill deſtroy. the memory of Ama- 4 
Tec ( for their perſecuting the children of Iſrael, ſo © 
lately delivered from the ſlavery of Egypt, and begin- 
ning their i Journey towards the land of promiſe )- And 1 
the war of the Lord ſhall be againſt Amalec for ever.” 9 
To ſhew how ſad a thing it is, and how deteſtable in 
the eyes of the Lord, to oppoſe and withſland ſuch 
as are but juſt leaving the Egypt of ſin and iniquity, X 
'and by a change of manners, are beginning to travel 
towards the true land of promiſe, | 8M 
Chaps xix. v. 3. Et... The Lord called to Mo- 3 
fes, £95. Thus ſhalt thou ſay to the children of If. t 
rael : you have ſeen what I have done to the Egyp- 
trans: how T have carried you upon the wings of ea- 
gs. and taken you to myſelf. It therefore you will 
r my voice, and keep my covenant; you ſhall be "x 
my peculiar poſſeſſion above all people: for all tbe 
earthis mine: and you ſhall be to me a prieſtly kingn- 
dom and a holy nation.“ Chriſtians, this glory no, & 
belongs to us: at leaſt to as many of us as hear the IM. 
voice of the Lord, and keep his covenant, you ſays i 
St, Peter, (1 Pet. ii. 9.) are à choſen generation, t: 
a kingly prieſt bod, a-boly nation, a purchaſed people, 1 
&c. G let our lives ſhew us to be ſuch indeed! 4 
Chop. xx. v. 1. Cc. The Lord ſpoke all theſe | 4 5 
words: I am the Lord thy God, r Thou ſhalt | 4 
not have. ſtrange Gods before me. Thou ſhalt not 3 
make to thyſelf a graven thing { an Idol) nor the 
likeneſs of any thing that is in heaven above, Cr. 1 gu 
Thou ſhalt not adore them, nor ſerve them. I am 1 bh 
the Lord thy. God mighty and. jealous, -&r. T hou = 
_ſhalt not take the name of the Lord thy.God in vain. Wop 
Remember that thou keep holy the ſabbath day all 
Honour thy father and — mother---Thou.ſhalt | 


not. Fil. Thou ſhalt not commit adultery. That | I y 
5 ſhalt 
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malt not ſteal. Thou ſhalt not bear falſe witneſs 
I againſt thy neighbour, Thou ſhalt not covet thy, 
| TR Khor $ houſe : neither ſhalt thou deſite his wife, 


S. and alt the People ſaw-the-voices, and the flames, 
ſo MF and the ſound of the trumpet and the mount ſmoking: 
and being terrified—-they ſaid: ta Moſes: ſpeak thou 
1 ; q to us, and we will hear: let not the Lord ſpeak to 


Jus leaſt we die.” Let. us not ſay: ſo my foul; but 
rather let us pray that the Lord may ſpeak to our 
mind and heart, by his ſweet light and grace,, and 
enable us to know, to love and to keep all his holy t 
commandments. 

ae xai. v. 1, Et. Thou ſhalt. not receive 
Q- | the voice of a lye: neither ſhalt thou follow the mul- 
titude to do evil: neither ſhalt thou yield in judgment 
to the opinion of the moſt part, to ſtray from the 
Itruth.-—If thou meet thy enemy's ox or aſs going a- 
6 Fay, bring it back to him, & gc. Thou ſhalt fly1ying. 


be 7 e innocent and: juſt Mom thou ſhalt not put to | 
he 1 death: becauſe Labhoret e wicked: Neither ſhalt . 
E thou take bribes, which even blind the wiſe, and 
»W 


Wpervert the words'of the juſt. "Thou. ſhalt not mo- 
Weſt a ſtranger—for you alſo were ſtrangers in the 
land of Egypt, Er. Lord teach us to follow in prae- 
4 tice every part of this divine morality. 
i v. 20. © Behold'I will fend my Angel, who ſhalt” 
. ne” before thee; and keep thee in thy journey, and 
ele | bring thee into the place that I have. prepared. Take. 
alt | 3 notice of- him and hear his voice; c and I will be 
not 3 an enemy to thy 5 8 Oe. and _ my Angel. ſhall 
the go before thee.” Apply this, O my ſoul, to thy. 
Je. guardian Angel; and follow him, and hear his voicez,, 
am Wand the Lord will be always. with thee. vn 


n ep. xxxtii. v. 18, t. Moſes ſaid to the Ned; 
an. Skev- methy He anſwered : I wilt hew thee-" 
day g all good, 76 wilt proclaim i in the name of the. - 
= Lord beſore ches; and I will have mercy on hom 


vill: and Twill be merciful to- whom it thall pleaſe © 


nalt 
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me. And again he ſaid, thou ** not ſee my face; 
for man ſhall not ſee me and live.“ O let me die 
then, that 1 may ſee thee, O Lord: for there is no 


true life for my ſoul as long as the 1 is.not allowed to 
Tee thee ! | Bd 
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* AP. iii, v, 2, No leaven, or honey ſhall le 
be burnt, in the ſacrifice of the Lord---v, 13. te 


whatſoever ſacrifice thou ſhalt offer, thou ſhalt MF *! 
ſeaſon it with ſalt.” Salt is an emblem of wiſdom 2 
and diſcretion, which ought to ſeaſon all our oblations de 


to God, from which we muſt ever remove the laben 

of inſincerit „and the honey of diſorderly affection to b 
carnal pleaſures. Where alſo obſerve, with regard F< 
to the variety of bloody ſacrifices, preſcribed i in the f 
book of Leviticus, that in all theſe was prefigured.the', © $2 
death of Chriſt :. the great object of the devotion oß ® 
the true children of God, even from the FEY begin 1 
ning of the world. 

Chap. vi. v. 12, e. '© 'The fire on the . * 
ſhall always burn: and the prieſt ſhall feed it; put- ; 
ting wood on it, Cc. This lis the, perperal fire, 
which ſhall never go out on the altar.“ This fire 
originally came down from heaven, and was to be 
always kept burning, by. the care of the prieſts; to 
the end that all che ſacrifices: of the Lok might be 
offered with, it: as a figure, of the heavenly fire of ; 
divine love, which ought to be always burning on 
the altar of God, in a Chriſtian, heart. 'z 

Chap. x, . 3, © I will be ſanctified in, them. that 
approach to me: ſaid the Lord, on occaſion of the 
judgment, executed /upon Nadab and Abihu, for 
offering with ſtrange fire before. the Lord. A war- 1 
ning for all Chriſtian Prieſts and people, to be „ 


bl 
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fied, when they approach to the holy myſteries 


4 [Santa fantts * Holy things for holy perſons.] And 


to beware of bringing with them, inſtead of the fire 
of divine charity, the proſane fire of the love of the 
world, or of the fleſh; or their own unhappy ſelt- 


1 love, the mother of all miſchief. O Lord keep us 


from being at any time ſo miſerable. v. 9, c. 


r r EE 


* 
>. BO" 
y n v 


ou ſhall not drink wine, nor any thing that may 
XZ make drunk---when you enter into the tabernacle of 
XZ teſtimony leſt you die--And that you may have know- 
ledge to diſcern betwixt holy and unholy--and may 
teach the children of Iſrael all my ordinances.* Let 


he prieſts of the new Teſtament, whoſe functions 
are far more holy, learn from this precaution the 
XZ temperance and ſobriety that becomes their ſtation 
Chap. xi. v. 44, 46. © I am the Lord your God: 
be holy, becauſe I am holy: Defile not your ſouls, 
ec. you ſhall be holy becauſe I am holy. This is 


| * ſpoken not to the prieſts alone: but to all the people 
of God: and ought to be remembred by all Chriſti- 


ans. | | 
= Chap. xiii. v. 44, 45, Cc. Whoſoever ſhall be 
defiled with the leproly (the figure of the unbapty 
ate of ſin) and is ſeparated by the judgment of the 
prieſt (to whom it belongs to take cogniſance of theſe” - 
# cauſes ) ſnall have his cloths hanging looſe, his head 
bare, his mouth covered with a cloth, and he ſhall 
cry out that he is defiled and unclean. All the time 
that he 1s a leper and unclean, he ſhall dwell alone 
without the camp.“ See my ſoul what ought to be 
thy diſpoſitions, as. often as thou haſt contracted the 
wretched leproſy of fin ; what .confufion and humility; 
what retifement from the world, and its diverſtons ; 
what contrition and penitence. See alſo Chap. xiv. in 
the myſterious rites and ſacrifices preſcribed for clean- 
ſing the leproſy, in the different waſhings, ſhavings, 
ſprinklirgs with blood, ſin offerings, and anointings 
with oil, &c, the ſpiritual means that are to be uſed 
5 C for 
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for cleanſing the ſinner, by the application of the 
blood of Chriſt ; and for his ſanctification, by the 
unction of the holy Ghoſt. | 


| Chap. xvi. v. 2, 3, &c. Speak to Aaron (the © 


high prieſt) that he enter not at all into the ſanctuary 
which is within the veil : before the propitiatory (tbe 
mercy feat repreſenting the throne of Cod, on the wings 


cf the Cherubim) with which the atk is covered, leſt 
he die----unle(s he firft do theſe things: He ſhall 3 
offer a calf for ſin, and a ram for a holacauſt: He 
ſhall be veſted with a linen tunick, c. after he is 
waſhed. And he ſhall receive from the whole mul- 
titude of the children of Iſrael two buck goats for ſin, 
c. And when he hath offered the calf, and prayed * 
for himſelf and for his own houſe : He ſhall make 
the two buck goats ſtand before the Lord, in the 
door of the tabernacle of teſtimony : and caſting lots 
upon them both, one to be offered to the Lord (or 
fn) the other to the emiſſary goat, which he ſhal! 


preſent alive before the Lord that he may pour out 
prayers upon him, c. Then taking the cenſer, 
which he hath filled with the burning coals of the 


Altar---and the compounded perfume for incence, he 
ſhall go in within the veil, into the holy place, Cc. 
He ſhall take allo of the blood of the calf (and in 
like manner afterwards of the blood of the goat) and 

ſprinkle with his finger ſeven times towards the pro. 
pitiatory---to expiate the ſanctuary from the unclean- 
neſſes of the children of Iſrael, Ac. Let no man be 
in the tabernacle, when the high prieſt goeth into the 


ſanctuary, c. Then let him offer the living goat : 


and putting both hands upon his head, let him con- 
feſs all the iniquities of the children of Iſrael, and all 
their offences and ſins, and praying that they may Z 
light on his head, he ſhall turn him out---to carry all 
their iniquities into the deſart, &c. And this ſhall be 
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to you an everlaſting ordinance, the ſeventh month, 
the tenth day of the month, you ſhall afflict your _ IX 
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{with a general fa, and ſhall do no work :--Upon 
this day ſhall be the. expiation for you, Ge.“ See 
here Chriſtians what awe and reverence was required 


3 and paid under the old law to the ſanctuary of God; 


which was but a figure. O how much more reve- 


rence ought you 10 ſhew to our ſacred myſteries, 
fanctified by the real preſence of the holy of holies, 
X Chriſt himſelf. No one but the high prieſt, and he 
but once a year, was allowed to enter within the 
veil, into the inner ſanduary: becauſe the wav into 
the true ſanctuary of heaven was open to no one, 
| till our high prieſt, went in thither, not with the 
| blood of calves or goats, but with his own blood thed 
tor us. He was allo prefigured by the emifſary goat, 
on whoſe head were laid all the fins of the people, 20 
carry them away with him into the deſart, £&fc. as all 
our fins were laid on our Saviour in his paſſion, Where 
alſo note that the high prieſt before he went into the 
ſanctuary, was to waſh his whole body, and then to 
put on white linen garments, ſignifying the purity 
and charity with which we are to approach to God; 
and that he was to take along with him the ſweet 
2X ſmelling incenſe, (aſcending in a cloud of ſmoke, to 
cover the mercy ſeat,) and the blood of the victims 


immolated for ſin: to give us to underſtand that if we 


4 | would enter into the ſanctuary of God, we muſt 
take along with us the ſweet incenſe of devout prayer 


* 1 and the blood, that is, the paſſion of the Lamb of 
be SGod. 9 4 22, . 

the Cbap. xix. v. 2, Fc. Be ye holy, ſaid tbe Lord 
at: 10 all the congregation of the children of Iſrael, be- 


3 | Cauſe I the Lord your God am holy. v. 3. Let e- 


very one fear (and reverence) his father and his mo- 
ther. Keep my ſabbaths. I am the Lord your God. 
v. 4 Turn ye not to idols, &c. v. 9. When thou 
reapeſt the corn of thy land---thou ſhalt not gather 
the ears that remain, v. 10.-—but ſhalt leave them 
to the poor ang the ſtrangers to take---v. 11, You _ 
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_ ſhall not ſteal, Youſhall not lie, neither ſhall any 
man deceive his neighbour, viz. Thou ſhalt not 
ſwear falſely by my name, nor profane the name of 
thy God.---v. 13. Thou ſhalt not calumniate thy 
neighbour, nor oppreſs him by violence: The wa- 
ges of him that has been hired by thee, ſhall not abide 
with thee until the morning, v. 14. Thou fhalt 
not ſpeak evil of the deaf, nor put a ſtumbling block 
before the blind: but thou ſhalt tear the Lord thy 
God, v. 15. Thou ſhalt not do that which is unjuſt 
nor judge unjuſtly, nor reſpect perſons in judgment, 

v. 16. Thou ſhalt not be a detracter nor a talcbearer 
among the people- v. 18. Seck not revenge, nor 
be mindful of injuries Thou ſhalt love thy friend as 
thyſelf, v. 19. Keep ye my laws, * v. 26. Vou 
ſhall not divine, nor obſerve dreams.. 30. Keep 
ye my ſabbaths, and reverence my . Tam 
the Lord. v, 31. Go not aſide after wizards, neither 
_ any thing of ſoothſayers to be defiled by them 
. 32: Riſe up before the hoary head, c. v. 33. 
It a ſtranger dwell in your land-- do not upbtaid him. 

v. 34. But let him live among you as one of your 
own countrymen, and you ſhall love him as your- 
ſelves v. 35. Do not any unjuſt thing in judgment, 

in rule, in weight, or in meaſure. v. 36. Let the 
balance be juſt, &c. v. 37. Keep all my precepts 
and all my judgments, andde them. I am the Lord.“ 
Excellent morality! Give thy grace, O Lord, to all 
Chriſtians to Ae themſelves | in en to thels 
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H AP. v. v. 2. « Command the childrenef Iſrael 
that they caſt out of the camp every leper and 
unclean perſon. v. 3. Whether it be man or 
woman leſt they defile the camp in which I ſhall 
dwell with you: From which ordinance in the ſpi- 
ritual ſenſe, we muſt learn to ſeparate ourſelves from 
all uncleanneſs, and from all ſuch company as may 
corrupt, infect or endanger our ſouls, if we hope 
that God ſhould dwell with us. v. 16, 17. When 
a man or woman ſhall have committed any of all 
the ſins that man are wont to commit---they ſhall 
confeſs their ſin, and make reflitution to him againſt | 
whom they have offended, -(viz. if it be fmof in- 
Juſtice) beſides the ram that is fo be offered to the Lord 
for expiation, to be an attoning ſacrifice.” See Chri- 
ſtians, that even under the old law confeſſion of ſins 
and ſatisfaction for them, was ſtrialy enjoined by 

God himſelf, _ 
Chap. vi. v. 23, &c. * Say to the prieſts : Thus 
ſhall you bleſs the children of Toad (in my name 
The Lord bleſs: thee, and keep thee. The Lord 
ſhew his face to thee, and have mercy on thee. 
The Lord turn his countenance to thee, and give 
thee peace. And they ſhall invoke my name upon 
the children of Iſrael, and I will bleſs them.” To 
bleſs in the name of the Lord, with a promiſe of his 
bleſſing them whom they ſhould bleſs, was granted 
to the prieſts of the law: how much more to the 
prieſts of the true Chriſtian Catholic Church. To 
the bleſſings and petitions here ſet down, we may 
join thoſe of 2 Machab. i. © May God be gracious 
to you, and. remember his covenant : and give to 
you all a heart wo worſhip 2 and to do his will 
EE by "with | 
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with a great heart, and with a willing mind. May 
he open your heart in his law, and in his command- 
ments, and ſend you peace. May he hear your 
prayers, and be reconciled to you, and never for- 
fake you in the evil time.“ See what kind of Bleſ- 
ſings both priefts and people are to aſk of God, both 
jor themſelves and for all others: particularly that 
all may both know and do in all things his holy will. 

Chap. x. v. 33, Fc. They marched from the 
mount of the Lord (Sinai) three days journey and 
the ark of the covenant of the Lord went before them 
for three days, providing a place for the camp. The 
cloud alſo of the Lord was over them by day when * 
they marched. (O the divine goodneſs and protection ) 
And when the ark was lifted up, Moſes faid : ariſe, © 
O Lord, and let thy enemies be ſcattered: and let 
them that hate thee, flee from before thy face (% 
let the ſervants of God ſay in the beginning of all their | 
La enterprizes. ) And when it was ſet down he | 
ſaid: Return, O Lord, to the multitude of the hoſt | 

of Iſrael,” bn * #3 
Chap. xi. When God had appointed ſeventy anci- | 

ents as aſſiſtants to Moſes, and given them the ſpirit 
of - prophecy; and two of the number, Eidad and 
Medad, who were not rs up with the reſt Joe ä 
tabernacle, were propheſying in the camp; Joſue 
jealous of the honour of his maſter Moſes, ſuggeſted | 
to him, v. 28. to forbid them. To whom be reply- | 
ed, v. 20. Why haſt thou bis emulation for me? 
Would God that all the people might prophecy, and 
that the Lord would give them his ſpirit. Such is 
always the charity and humility of God's true ſer- 
vants that they rejoice when he imparts the gifts of 
his ſpirit to others: and they reje& with horror all 
the ſuggeſtions, of jealouſy and envy, which may pre- 
ſent themſelves to them on theſe occaſions. 

See Chap. xiii. and xiv.. the ſending of the twelve 

ſpies to view the land of promiſe ; the account they | 

| : ' give 
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ive of its fruitfulneſs ; and the difficulties neverthe- 
2 they pretend in the conqueſt: on which occaſion 
there ariſes a murmur and ſedition of the whole peo- 
ple, puniſhed on the {pot by a ſentence from the Lord, 
excluding all but Caleb and Joſue from ever ſeeing 
that promiſed land. Thus worldlings, by the appre- 
henſion of imaginary difficulties, are diſcouraged from 
attempting -in good earneſt the conqueſt of the true 
land of promiſe above, and thus they ran a dreadful 
riſk of never coming thither. / /; | 
- Chap. xvi. v. 1, &c; Core, Nathan and Abiron 
--roſe up againſt Moles, and with them two hundred 
and fifty others---leading men of the ſynagouge.-- 
And when they had ſtood up agajnſt Moſes and Aaron, 
they ſaid: Let it be enough for you, that all the 
multitude conſiſteth of holy ones, and the Lord is 
among them, why lift you up yourſelves above the 
people of the Lord? The crime of theſe men Was 
that of ſchiſm, and of rebellion, again the autho- 
rity eſtabliſhed by God in his church: as allo their 
pretending to the prieſthood without being lawfully 
called: and therefore both they and their abetters 
(notwithſtanding their pretending to holineſs, and to 
the Lord's being among them) were ſo remarkably 
puniſhed to give all the faithful a horror of the like 
_ crimes, or of joining incommunion with them that 
are guilty of them. v. 23, &c. © The Lord ſaid to 
Moſes: command the whole people to ſeparate 
themſelves from the tents of Core and Nathan and 
Abiron. And Mofes aroſe and---ſaid to themultitude: 
- from the tents of thele wicked men---leſt you 
be involy'd in their ſins.— And he ſaid: By this you 
ſhall know that the Lord hath ſent me, &c. If the 
Lord do a new thing, and the earth opening her 
mouth ſwallow them down, and all things that belong 
to them, and they go down alive into hell, you ſhall 
know. that (in {peaking againſt our authority) they 
have. blaſphemed the Lord. immediately as he 
had 
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had made an end of ſpeaking, the earth broke aſun- 


der under their feet, and opening her mouth devoured 


them with their tents, and all their ſubſtance. And 
they went down alive into hell the ground cloſing 
upon them, &c. And a fire coming out from the 
Lord, deſtroyed the two hundred and fifty ¶preten- 
ders to the prieſibood) that offered incenſe -? 7 nd tie 
following day fourteen thouſand ſeven hundred others, 
abetters of the ſchiſmatics. So heinous an offence 
it isin the ſight of God, to rebel againſt — au- 


thority eſtabliſhed by him. n | 
See Chap. xvii. How the Prieſthood was confirtn's 


to Aaron, by the miracle of the blooming of his red: 


which in bringing ſorth fruit in this miraculous! man- 
ner was a figure of the bleſſed Virgin, bringing forth 
her Son without any prejudice to her virginity. 


See alſo Chap. xix. The law of the ſacritice'of the 


Red Cow, an illuſtrious figure of the Paſſion of 


Chriſt: and of the holy waters of expiation, that 
were to be made with the aſhes of it; with which 


all the unclean were to be pnrified, or elſe to periſh 
out of the Church, v. 20. as all that are ſpiritually 
unclean muſt be purified by the Blood yok pms, or 
elle p riſh everlaſtingl . 

ap. 20. The people murmur for- cant of water: 
which 8. veth them miraculouſly out of the 
Rock. (v. 11.) This Rock was a figure of Chriſt, 
(1 Cr. x.) and the water that iſſued out from the 
Rock was a figure of Chriſt's precious Blood, the 
ſource of all our good. _ 

Chap. xxi. v. 4. The people began to be weary 
of their journey and labour. v. 5. And ſpeaking a- 
Zainſt God and Moſes; they ſaid : Why didſt thou 
bring us out of Egypt to die in the Wilderneſs ? 
There is no bread, nor have we any waters: our 


foul now loatheth thy very light food, (% they call 
the manna of heaven : and thus worldlings cath the 
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mark their puniſhment,) v. 6. Wherefore the Lord 


ſent amongſt them fiery ſerpents ( /o called from the 
burning heat, which followed their bite) which bit 
them and killed many of them. v. 7. Upon which 
they came to Moſes and ſaid : We have fined, Ec. 
And Moſes prayed for the people, v. 8. and the Lord 
ſaid to him: Make a brazen ſerpent and ſet it up for 
a ſign : whoſoever being ſtruck Hall look on it, ſhall 
live.” This brazen ſerpeat lifted up in the wilderneſs 
was a figure of Chriſt crucified ; and of the efficacy 
of a lively faith in his paſſion and death, againſt the 


bites of the helliſh ſerpents. Sr. Jobn iii. 14. 


Chap. 22. After the victories over S:bon king of 
the Amorrhites, and Og king of Baſans, Balac the 
king of Moab being terrified ſent for Balazm to curſe 
Iſrael : who going with a perverſe diſpoſition, thro? 
the deſire he had to gratify Balac, for the fake of 
filthy lucre, was rebuked in his way by the Angel 
Guardian of Iſrael: however he was permitted to 
go; but not to curſe the people: but on the contra- 
ry obliged to bleſs them, even againſt his own incli- 
nations. 


Chap. xxiii. v 7. 8. King Balac hath brought 


me, aid Balaam ; from Aram, from the mountains 


of the Eaſt : Come ſaid he, and curſe Jacob: make 
haſte and deteſt Iſrael. How ſhall I curſe him whom 


= God hath not curſed : by what means ſhould I de- 


teſt whom the Lord deteſteth not.” (O Chriſtians 

ick cloſe to your God, and love him with your whole 
beart, and be ſhall bleſs you, and no man's curſe ſhall 
be able: to burt you.) v. 20. Let my ſoul die the 


death of the juſt, and my laſt end be like to them. 


Let the e ſame be ulſo thy prayer, O my ſoul, for pre- 


cious in the ſight of the Lord is the death of his 
ſaints: But remember tbat a holy liſe is the true way 
10 this bappineſs. v. 19. God is not as a man that 


he ſhould ye: nor as the ſon of man that he ſhould 
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Hath he ſpoken and will he not fulfil? v. 20. I was 
brought to bleſs, the bleſſing I am not able to hin- 
der off. v. 21. There is no idol in Jacob --- the 
Lord his God is with him ; and the loud found of 
the victory of the king in him. v. 23. There is no 

ſoothſaying in Jacob (or that can avail againſt Jacob 
nor divinatian in Iſrael, Sc. O king of victory be 
thou with us, and in us forever : and we ſhall not 


| fear what man can do againſt us. | | 

Chap. xxiv. . 5. How beautiful are e thy taber- | 
nacles O Jacob (O people of C) and thy tents O 
Iſrael. ( O true — 4 of Cbriſt) v. 6. As woody | 
valleys, as watered gardens, c. v. g. He that blei- | 
ſeth thee ſhall alſo himſelf” be blefied : and he that 
_ Curſeth thee ſhall be reckoned accuried. v. 37. 1 
ſhall ſee him but not now: I ſhall behold him but 
not near. A ſtar ſhall riſe out of Jacob; and a fcep- | 
ter ſhall ſpring up from Iſrael. v. 19. And out of | 


Jacob ſhall he come that ſhall rule, c. viz. Chrift. 


v. 23. Alaſs ! who ſhall be living when God fthall | 


do theſe things, £c.” O happy we, who have lived 


to ſee the grace of the new covenant ; and have | 
been admitted into the ſociety of Chriſt and his 


church ! Happy we, I ſay, provided we duly corre- 
ond AP and live i to this "= grace, ' 


© #9 
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HAP. L 462.17; © There ſhall s 
of perſons ¶ faid Moſes to the judges ) you ſhall 


bear the little as well as the great, neither ſhalt | 
thou reſpect any mans per ſon becauſe it is the judgment 


of God. Let all judge, both ſpiritual and tempo- 
ral, ever remember, and obſerve this. 


Chap. iv. v. 1, &. «| And mow O Iſrael bear the a 
commandments, Ec. v. 6, Ge. . hall ob- | 


AE ſerve | 
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ſerve and fulfil them in work. For this is your wiſ- 
dom and underſtanding, in the ſight of nations. 
That hearing all theſe precepts they may ſay : be- 
hold-a wiſe and underſtanding People a great nation. 
Neither is there any other nation fo great, that hath 
gods ſo nigh them, as our God: is preſent to all our 
petitions.” O bow much more happy are Chriſtians 
in all theſe regards ! v. 9. Keep thyſelf therefore, 
and thy ſoul carefully, forget not the words that thy 
eyes have ſeen; and let them not go out of thy 
heart all the days of thy life : thou ſhalt teach them 
to thy ſons, &c.” Let Chriſtians apply all this to 
themſelves. See Chap. v. the ten commandments: 
repeated and explained. 

Chap. vi. v. 4. Hear O Iſrael, the Lord our 
God is one Lord. v. 5. Thou ſhalt love the Lord 
thy God with thy whole heart, and with thy whole 
ſoul, and with thy whole ſtrength. v. 6. And theſe 
words which command thee this day, ſhall be in 
thy heart. v. 7. And thou ſhalt teach them to thy 
children: and thou ſhalt meditate upon them ſitting 
in thy houſe, and walking on thy journey, &c, v. 8. 
And thou ſhalt bind them as a ſign on thy hand, (zo 
direct thee in all thy works,) and they ſhall be and ſhall 
move between thy eyes; ( by refifying thy intention 
in all things.) v. 9. And thou ſhalt write them in 
the entry, and on the doors of thy houſe, as remem- 
brancers of the divine law, particularly of the great 
commandment of the love of God. v. 16. Thou ſhalt 
not tempt the Lord thy God. 

Chap. vii. v. 6. Thou art a holy people to the 
Lord thy God. The Lord thy God hath choſen 
thee to be his peculiar people of all peoples that are 
upon the earth. v. 7. Not becauſe you ſurpaſs all 
nations in number (or merit) is the Lord joined un- 
to you, and hath choſen you, Cc. v. 8. but becauſe 
the Lord hath (freely) loved you, and hath kept 
his oath, which he ſwore to your fathers, I : 

ere 
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here that God's calling and election is of his own 
free goodneſs. _ "TP. - . 5 

Chap. viii. v. 1. Leſt thou ſhouldſt ſay in thy 
heart, my own might, and the ſtrength of my own 
hand have atchieved all theſe things for me. v. 18. 
But remember the Lord thy God, that he hath given 
thee ſtrength, &c.” O he is indeed the ſole author 
of all grace, and the giver of all good gifts! 

Chap. ix. v. 4. © Say not in thy heart, when the 
Lord thy God ſhall have deſtroyed them (the Chana- 
nites) in thy ſight : For my juſtice, hath the Lord 
brought me in to poſſeſs this Land; whereas theſe 
nations are deſtroyed for their wickedneſs. v. 5. For 
it is not for thy juſtice, and the uprightneſs of thy. 
heart, that thou ſhalt go in and poſſeſs their lands: 
but becauſe they have done wickedly, they are de- 
ſtroyed at thy coming in: and that the Lord might 
accompliſh his word, &c. v. 6. Know therefore 
that the Lord thy God giveth thee not this excellent 
land in poſſeſſion for thy juſtices : for thou art a ve- 
ry ſtiff. necked people. v. 7. Remember and for- 
get not, how thou provokedſt the Lord thy God to 
wrath in the wilderneſs, Sc. v. 24. And ye were 


always rebellious, from the day that I began to know 


you.“ This is diligently inculcated to repreſs all 
pride and vain glory. % pp 


Chap. x. v. 12. * And now Iſrael, what doth the 


Lord thy God require of thee: but that thou fear 


the Lord thy God; and walk in his ways, and love 


him, and ſerve him. The Lord thy God with all thy 
heart, and with all thy ſoul; (v. 13.) and keep the 
commandments of the Lord, &c. v. 14. Behold 
heaven is the Lord's thy God; and the heaven of 
heaven, the earth, and all things that are therein. v. 15. 
And yet the Lord hath been cloſely joined to thy fa- 


thers, and has loved them, &c. wonderful condeſcen- 
ſom! infinite goodneſs ! v. 16. Circumciſe therefore 


the fore ſkin of your hearts, and ſtiffen your necks 


no 
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no more. v. 17. Becauſe the Lord your God, he 

is the God ot gods, and the Lord of lords, a great 

God and mighty, and terrible, who accepteth no 
' perſon, nor taketh bribes, &c. v. 20. Thou ſhalt 

fear the Lord thy God, and ſerve him only: to him 

thou ſhalt adhere, '&c. v. 21. He is thy praiſe, and 
thy God, that hath done for thee theſe great and 
terrible things which thy eyes have ſeen.” 


e Chap. xi. v. 1. © Therefore love the Lord thy God, 
- and obſerve” his precepts, &c. v. 18. Lay up theſe 
d my words in your hearts and minds, &c. as above. 
e Chap. vi. v. 26. Behold T ſet forth in your ſight 
r. this day a bleſſing and 'a curſe. v. 27. A blefling 


if you obey the commandments of the Lord your 
God, &c. v. 28. A curſe if you obey them not, c.“ 
Chriſtians, we have all of us, a bleſſing and a curſe 
ſet before us; and we have it now in our power and 
in our option, to chooſe an eternal bleſſing. O! let 
us not be ſo unhappy, as to incur by our own free 
| Choice an everlaſting curſe inſtead of a bleſſing 
© Chap. xii. Ordains that all facrifices be owered 
in one only place, and upon one altar: as a leſſon a- 
gainſt all ſchiſm, and all ſetting up altar againſt 
E | 5 
Chap. xiii. Commands that falſe prophets and all 
fuch as ſeek to draw away the people from their a- 
legiance to the Lord, to the worſhip of ſtrange 
gods, ſhould be put to death. | | 
Chap. xiv, FnaQts the diſtinction of clean and un- 
clean meats: and prohibits the latter; partly to ex- 


9 erCiſe the people in obedience and temperance ; and 
d by obliging them to abſtain from things corporally 
of unclean, to teach them to ſeek the ſpiritual cleanntſs : 
3. and partly to reſtrain them from the vices of which 
3 theſe unclean animals were figures. | 


"Chap. xv. Recommends charity to the poor. 
Chap. xvi. Ordains, that on the three principal 
ſolemnities (which were te be obſerved for ſeven days, 
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v. 15.) vis. the feaſt of unleavened bread (Eafter) 
the Toaſt of weeks, (Penters/?) and the feaſt of ta- 
bernacles. v. 16, All the males of Iſrael ſhall ap» 
pear before the Lord thy God, in the place which 

© he ſhall chooſe ---no one ſhall appear with his hands 
empty before the Lord : v. 17. But every one ſhall 


offer according to what he hath, according to the 


bleſſing of the Lord, &c. v. 18. Thou ſhalt appoint 
Judges and magiſtrates i in all thy gates --- that they 
may judge the people with juſt judgment, v. 19. 
and not go aſide to either part. Thou ſhalt not ac- 
cept perſon, nor gifts : for gifts blind the eyes of the 
wiſe, and change the words of the juſt. Thou fhalt 
follow juſtly after that which is juſt.” Chriſtians at- 
tend to theſe leſſons. 


. Chap. xvii. v. 1. Thou ſhalt not ſacrifice to the | 


Lord thy God a ſheep or an ox, wherein there is 
blemiſh 3 or any fault: for that is an abomination to 


the Lord thy God.“ O let all our offerings to God 
be pure and holy, and worthy of him. v. 6. © By 


ithe mouth of two or three witneſſes ſhall he die that 
s to be ſlain. Let no man be put to death when 
only one beareth witneſs againſt him, Ah Chriſti- 
ans, beware of condemning any man upon uncertain 
rumours or hearſays, or teſtimonies given by preju- 
diced perſons. v. 8. If there be among you a hard 
and doubtful matter in judgment, &c. ariſe and go 
up to the place which the Lord thy God ſhall chooſe. 
v. 9. And thou ſhalt come to the prieſts of the Le- 
vitical, race and to the judge that ſhall be at that time 
and thou ſhalt aſk of them, and they ſhall ſhew thee 
the truth of the judgment. v. 10. And thou ſhalt 
do whatſoever they ſhall ſay that preſide in the place 


_ which the Lord ſhall chooſe, and what they ſhall 


teach-thee, v. 11. according to the law : and thou 
ſhalt follow their ſentence : neither ſhalt thou decline 
to the right hand, nor to the left hand. v. 12. But 
he that will be prond, and refuſe to obey the com- 


mandment 
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mandment of the prieſt, who miniſtreth at that 
time to the Lord thy God, and the decree of the 
judge, that man ſhall die, and thou ſhalt take away 
the evil from Iſrael. v. 13. And all the people hear- 
ing it ſhall fear, that no one afterwards ſwell with 
pride, (by refuſing to ſubmit to the authority and de- 
ciſſon of the bigb prieſi and council.) Such was the 
authority of Chureh-Guider, under the old Teſta- 
ment: and ſurely our Lord has not done leſs for the 
Church- guides of the new Teſtament. See in the 
latter part of this chapter the duty of a king; who 
is to receive the law of the Lord at the prieſt's hand, 
v. 18. and to have it with him, and to read it all 
the days of his hſe, (v. 19.) that he may learn to 
fear the Lord his God, and keep his words, &c. v. 

20. And that his heart be not lifted up with pride-- 
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e nor decline to the right nor to the left, &c. | 
s Chap. xviii. v. 2. The Lord himſelf is the inhe- 
@ ritance of his miniſters.“ Happy inheritance indeed 
d v. 9, &c. When thou art come into the land, 


which the Lord thy God ſhall give thee, beware 
teſt thou have a mind to imitate the abominations of 
thoſe nat ions. Neither let there be found among you 
any one that conſulteth ſoothſayers, or obſerveth 


in dreams and omens, neither let there be any wizard, 
u- nor charmer, nor any one that conſulteth divini 

rd fpirits, or fortune-tellers, or that ſeeketh the truth 
30 from the dead. For the Lord abhorreth all theſe 
e. thiogs, & c. O ſweet Jeſus, baniſh all theſe wicked 


ſuperſtitions out of the Chriſtian world; and let 


AC thein be no where found in thy inheritance. See v. 
ee 15. &c. the promiſe of the great prophet Chriſt, 
alt whom all :nuſt hear and obey. | 

ce * See Chap. xxi. v. 18, 19, 20, 21. The ordinance 


all 
ou 


of the law condemning to death, a ſtubborn and 
unruly ſon, who will not hear the commandments of 
his father and mother, and being eorrected ſlighteſt 
obedience giving himſelf to revelling and to debau- 
HEN 0 D 2 | chery, 


ut 
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chery, &c. v. 21. The people of the city ſhall 
ſtone him, and he ſhall die, that you may take away 
the evil out of the midſt of you, and all Iſrael hear- 
ing it may be afraid of incurring the like guilt. 
Chap. xxit. v. 1. &c. Thou ſhalt not paſs by if 
thou ſeeſt thy brother's ox or his ſheep go aſtray : 
but thou ſhalt: bring them back to thy brother, &c. 
Thou ſhalt to in like manner---with every thing that 
is thy brother's, which is loſt: if thou find it neglect 
it not as pertaining to another. If thou ſee thy bro- 
ther's aſs or his ox to be fallen down in the way, 
thou ſhalt not flight it, but ſhalt lift it up with him, 
v. 5. A woman ſhall not be clothed with man's appa- 
rel, neither ſhall a man uſe woman's apparel : for FF 
he that doth theſe things is abominable before God.“ 
This diſguiſe of dreſs being either a cloak for, or an 1 
occaſion to criminal impurities. | + = 1 
Chap. xxiii. v. 17. There ſhall be no whore 
amongſt the daughters of Iſrael, nor whoremonger ] 
amongſt the ſons of Iſrael. v. 18. Thou ſhalt not ] 
offer the hire of a ſtrumpet---in the houſe of the \ 
Lord thy God, &c. v. 19. Thou ſhalt not lend to C 
4 
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thy brother money to uſury, &c. v. 21. When thou 
haſt made a vow to the Lord thy God thou ſhalt not 
delay to pay it : becauſe the Lord thy God will re- 
quire it. And if thou delay, it ſhall be imputed to Ir 


OST — — 


thee for a ſin,” &c. Chriſtians, beware of forgetting WW . 
or neglecting your promiſes to God: for this would n 
| be highly criminal. | = ol 
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See Chap. xxviii · The many bleſſings promiſed to at 
the obſervers of Gods laws and the curſes with te 
which the tranſgreſſors are threatened. . And Chap. ar 
xxix, the covenant ſolemnly confirmed between God la 
and his people. | | 

Chap. xxx. v. 11, &c. This commandment that 
I. command thee this day, is not above thee, nor far 
off from thee. Nor is it in heaven, that thou ſhouldſt 
lay > which of us can go up to heaven, to bring it 
| to 
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to us---Nor is it beyond the ſea, that thou mayſt ex- 
cuſe thyſelf and ſay, which of us can croſs the ſea 
and bring it---But the word is very nigh unto thee, 
in thy mouth and in thy heart that thou mayſt do it. 
Chriſtians, this is the law of faith, in love; which is 
very near us indeed, O let us embrace it with all 
our affections. v. 15- Conſider that I have ſet be- 
fore thee this day life and good: and on the other 
hand death and evil. v. 16. That thou mayſt love 
the Lord thy God, and walk in his ways, and keep 
his commandments---and thou mayſt live. v. 19. I 
call heaven and earth to witneſs this day that I have 
ſet before you life and death, bleſſing and ' curſing. 
Chooſe therefore life, that both thou and thy ſeed may 
live: v. 20. and that thou mayſt love the Lord thy 
God, and obey his voice, and adhere to him, for he 
is thy life, and the length of thy days, &c. O let 
us embrace this our life, that we may live eternally ! 
- Chap: xxxii v. 1, &c. © Hear O ye heavens, and 
let the earth give ear to the words of my mouth.--- 
Let my doctrine gather as the rain, &c. becauſe 1 
will invoke the name of the Lord; give ye magnifi- 
cence to our God. The works of God are perſect, 
and all his ways are judgments : God is faithful, and 
without any iniquity, he is juſt and right. They 
have ſinned againſt him, and are none of his children 
in their faith, they are a wicked and p:rverſe people? 
Is not he thy father, that hath poſſeſſed thee, and 
made thee, and created thee ? Remember the days of 
old, think upon every generation: aſk thy father, 
and he will declare to thee; thy elders, and they will 
tell thee, &c. v. 29, O that they would be wiſe, 
and would underſtand, and would provide for their 
laſt end- v. 35. Revenge is mine, and I will repay 
in due time, &c. the day of deſtruction is at hand, 
and the times. make haile to come. v. 36. The 
Lord will judge his- peoples &c. O Lord prepare 
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us all for this judgment, which muſt ſo won be with 
us, and keep us from all fin. 

Chap. xxxili. v. 2. The Lord came from Git; 
Kc. and with him thouſands ot Saints, in his right 
hand a fiery law.” O! how well does this appellation 
agree, to the law, which the Holy Spirit brought us 
from heaven, the law of divine love! | 

Chap. xxxiv. v. g, &. To Levi alſo (the priefily 
tribe) Moſes ſaid: Thy perfection and thy dotirine be 
to thy holy man (the bigh prieſt called and ſanctified 
by the Lord, as a figure of our high prieſt and holy 
man Chriſt Telus, the ſource of all our perfection 
and doctrin) who bath ſaid to bis father and to bit 
mother I do not know you, &c. (by a diſengagement 
of heart from all earthly affections, even to neareſt 
relations; when theſe interfere with the duties of 
the prieſtly calling, and with that attention they 
owe to the honour and ſervice of God.) © Theſe 
(prieſts thus diſengaged ac jr and blood) have 
kept thy word, and obſerved thy covenant: thy 
judgments O Jacob, and thy law O Iſrael. | Theſe 
ſhall put incenfe in thy wrath, and holocauſt upon 
thy altar. Bleſs O Lord his ſtrength, and receive 
the works of his hands, &c. O let this bleſſing 


light 8 2 all Chriſtian prieſts! 
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HAN i. v. 7: Take cburage, ſaid the Lord't 
Joſue, and be very valiant, that thou mayſt ob- 
ſerve and do all the law, which Moſes my ſer- 


vant hath commanded thee : turn not from it to the 


right hand; nor to the left, that thou mayſt under- 
ſtand, (and fucceed in) all things that thou doeſt · 
v. 8. Let not the book of this law depart ſrom thy 


mouth, but thou ſhalt meditate on it day and night, 
tat 


Ware e 


fue. 1 BiBLE. 31 
| 


that thou mayſt obſerve and do all thigs that are written 
in it: then ſhalt thou direct thy way and underſtand 
it. v. 9. Behold I command thee ("tis my call and 
commiſſion take courage and be ſtrong. Fear not- 
becauſe the Lord thy God is with thee,” &c. Thus 
will he be with all thoſe whom he in like manner 
calls and commiſſions, provided that they ſtick cloſe 
to his divine laws, and meditate on them day and 
night: but he will not be with them who of their 
own head intrude themfelves into the ſacred mini- 
ſtery. 

Chap. ii. The two ſpies are ſent to Jericho ; who 
are received and concealed by Rahab : with whom, 
in reward of her faith, a covenant: is made for the 
faving of all that fhall be found in her houſe, when 
Jericho-fhall be deſtroy ll. | 

Chap. iii. Contains the hiftory of the miraculous 
paſſing over the river Jordan upon dry land: the wa- 
ters that were coming down, ſtanding in one place, 
and ſwelling up like a mountain, ſo as to be ſeen afar 
off, and the waters that were beneath running away 
into the dead ſea, or lake of Sodom. | | 
| Chap.-v. v. 13, &c- When Joſue was in the 
field of the city of Jericho, he lifted up his eyes, and 
ſaw a man ſtanding over againſt him, holding a drawn 
ſword, and he went to him and ſaid : Art thou one 
of ours, or of our adverſaries? And he anſwered : 
no: But I am prince of the hoſt of the Lord (Ft. 
Michael. See Damiel x. 21.) and now I am come. 
Joſue fell on his face to the ground: and worſhipping 
ſaid: what ſaith my lord to his ſervant? Looſe, ſaith 
the ſhoes from off thy feet: for the place whereon 
thou ſtandeſt is holy (being /andtified by this viſion.) 
This paſſage ſhews that the veneration of Angels is 
agreeable to ſeripture morality. 1 

Chap. vi. Contains the hiſtory of the taking of Je- 
richo ; the walls falling down, at the ſound of the 
prieſtly trumpets, after ſeven days going round them 

in 
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in proceſſion with the ark of the covenant : and the 


curſe laid upon the man that ſhould ever rebuild that 
city. All which had a myſterious meaning: Jericho {| 
being a figure of iniquity; the walls of which are | 


thrown down by the trumpets of the goſpel : and a 
dreadful woe ſhall light on 


again. | 


of Hai, in puniſhment of the ſacrilege of Achan, who 
had ſtolen ſome part of the ſpoils of Jericho, that 
had been devoted to the Lord, upon which when 
Joſue, with all the ancients of Iſrael, proſtrate before 
the ark were imploring God's mercy: * The Lord 


ſaid to him (v. 10, &c.) Ariſe, why lieſt thou flat 
on the ground? Iſrael hath ſinned, and tranſgreſſed 
my covenant : and they have taken of the anathema 


(devoted to me) and have ſtolen and lied, £9c. Nei- 
ther can Iſrael ſtand before his enemies, but he ſhall 
flee from them, becauſe he is defiled with the ana- 
thema. T will be no more with you, till you deſtroy. 


him that is guilty of this wickedneſs. Ariſe, fanctify 
to them: The curſe is in the 


the people and | 
midſt of thee O Iſrael: thou canſt not ſtand before 
thy enemies, till he be deftroy'd out of thee that is 
defiled with this wickedneſs,” &c. O fee my ſoul 
how dreadful an evil it is, to have the curſe of wil- 
ful fin in the midſt of thee! O aſſure thyſelf that no- 
thing ſhall go well with thee, till this evil be remo- 


ved: for God will not be with thee. Achan being 


found to be the man, by the lot falling on him: Jo- 
ſue ſaid to him, v. 19. My ſon give glory to the 
Lord God of Iſrael, and tell me what thou haſt 
done, and hide it not.“ Giving us to underſtand 
that the confeſſion of one's guilt gives glory to God. 
Achan confefſed, and was ſtoned to death. After 
which the city of Hai was taken and deſtroyed. 

Chap. ix. The children of Iſrael are deceived by 


the Gabaonites, and enter into a league with them: 


nat 


them, that build them up 


Chap. vii. The Iſraelites are defeated by the man 
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not having firſt conſulted the Lord. A warning to 
Chriſtians to do nothing of moment, without firſt 
ſeeking the will of God; and to conſult him by 
prayer in all they take in hand. | 

_ Chap. x. Five Chananite kings warring againſt 
Gabaon, are defeated by Joſue: In their flight many 
are ſlain with bail-ſtones; v. 12. Then Joſue ſpoke 
to the Lord and he ſaid before them (the children-of 
[/rae].) move not O ſun towards Gabaon : nor thou 
O moon toward the valley of Aialon. v. 13. And the 
ſun and the moon ſtood {till till the people revenged 
themſelves of their enemies.---So the ſun ſtood ſtill 
in the midſt of heaven, and haſted not to go down 
the ſpace of one day. v. 13. There was not before 
nor after ſo long a day, the Lord obeying the voice 
of a man, and fighting for Iſrael.” O glory, praiſe 
and benediction be to the great worker of wonders, 
who has done ſuch things of old in favor of his 
people: and who is both able and willing to do ſtill 
greater things for us, if our faith were but ſtrong 
and lively. See in this and the following chapters, 
the reduction of the reſt of the kings and of the 
cities of Canaan, and the dividing of their lands a- 
mongſt the tribes of Iſrael. 

See Chap. xxii. The tribes of Ruben and Gad ha- 
ving built an altar on the banks of the Jordan, the 
other ten tribes apprehending a deſign of their ſepa- 
rating themſelves by ſchiſm from their communion, 
ſend an embaſſage to them, with Phinees the prieſt 
at their head: to whom they give a ſatisfactory an- 
ſwer, diſclaiming from any ſuch impious deſign. 
Upon which Phinees cried out, v, 31. Now we 


know that the Lord is with us: becauſe you are not 
| guilty of this revolt (which we apprebended) and you 
have delivered the children of Iſrael from the hand 
of the Lord, (the. avenger of all impiety.”) O ſuch. 
are ever the fentiments of God's true ſervants with 


relation to the dreadful evil of fin, and the diſmal 
con- 
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conſequences. of it, as to dread it more than any o- 
ther evil, and to rejoice exceedingly when they ſee 
the people delivered from it. 3 

Chap. xxiii. v. 2, Ec. Joſue (being now very old) 
called for all Iſrael, and ſtrongly exhorted them to 
keep God's commandments ; and to avoid marria- 

s and all ſociety with the Gentiles ;. for fear of 
51 corrupted by them: promiſing them all good 
if they will continue to love the Lord and ſerve him; 
and threatening them with ſpeedy deſtruction, if they 
ſhould tranſgreſs and revolt from him. 

Chap. xxiv. v. 15. If it ſeem evil to you to ſerve 
the Lord, /aid Joſue to the people by way of fixing 
their reſolution, chooſe this day that which pleaſeth 

ou—but as for me, and my houſe we will ferve the 
Lord.” So ſhould all Chriſtian parents and maſters 
both ſay and do; *Tis not enough for them to ſerve 
the Lord themſelves, it they do not take care, that 
he is alſo ſerved by their bouſe, that is, by their chil- 
dren and ſervants, v. 24- © And the people ſaid to Jo- 
ſue : we will ſerve the Lord our God, and we will 
be obedient to his commandments,” G. 
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HIS bock contains the hiſtory of the people 
of God, from the death of Joſue, to the 


times of Heli and Samuel, under the Judges or 'ru- | 
lers of the people: of whom this is the fucceſſion. 


1. Othoniol. 2. Ahod. 3. Samgar. 4. Debborah and 
Barac. 5. Gedeon. 6. Abimeleck an uſurper. 7. 
Thola. 8. Jair. 9. Jephte. 10. Aberan. 11. Ahialon. 


12. Abdon. 13. Samſon. 14. Heli the prieſt. 15. 
Samuel. Crna 
Chap. ii- Shews how the Iſraelites after the death 
of Joſue, often falling into idolatry were grievouſly | 
F * puniſhed; 
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puniſhed; and upon their repentance were reſcued 
.out of the hands of their enemies by the judges whom 
God raiſed up for them : but that they quickly relap- 
ſed again, and grew worſe and worſe. A leſſon for 
all Chriſtians to beware of the like ingratitude : and 
to dread the diſmal conſequences of repeated relapſes. 

N. B. The particular providence of God, in keep- 
ing up, notwithſtanding all theſe falls of the genera- 
lity of the people, the ſucceſſion of the true church 
and religion amongſt the prieſts and Levites, at leaſt 
in the houſe of God in Silo: the place to which by 
divine appointment ( Deuteron. xvii. ) they were to 
.carry all their controverſies. 1 

Chap. iii. Declares how the Iſraelites being for 
their ſins delivered into the hands of the king of Me- 
ſopotamia, and after ſerving him eight years, crying 
to God for mercy ; he raiſed them up a ſaviour to de- 
liver them, viz. Otboniel; and that the ſpirit of the 
Lord was in him; and he overthrew their enemies; 
and they reſted forty years. Then relapſing again 
they were oppreſſed for eighteen years by Eglon king 
of Moab; till upon their repentance, the Lord deli- 
vered them by Ahod: and afterwards defended them 


| by Samgar againſt the Philiſtines 


Cap. iv. Relates how the people returning again 
to their ſins, after the death of Ahod, were delivered 


up into the hands of Jabin king of Canaan, and Si- 


ſara his general, who had nine hundred chariots ar- 


med with ſcythes, and vehemently oppreſſed them 


for twenty years. Upon which they cryed again to 
the Lord, who delivered them, ai a moſt mi- 
raculous victory to Debbora and Barac, and killing 
Siſara by the hand of a woman. After which the 
land reſted for forty years. Ag 3 


Chap. v. Contains the beautiful canticle of Debbo- 
ra and Barac, ſung on occaſion of this victory. v. 3. 
Hear O ye Kings, give ear O ye princes: it is I, 
it is I, that will ſing to the Lord, I will ſing _ 


3 
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Lord, the God of Iſrael. v. 4. O Lord when thou 
wenteſt out of Seir, and paſſedſt by the regions of 
Edom ( to, come to viſit and afſi/t thy people) the earth 
quaked, and the heayens dropped water. v. 5. The 
mountains melted | before the face of the Lord, and 
Sinai, before the face of the Lord, the God of Iſrael. 
(O tremendous: majeſty) v. 6. In the days of Samgar 
--the paths reſted, and they that went by them, 
walked through by-ways ( the people beginning to | 
decline from the ways of God, and to go aſide into tbe 
by-patbs , of error and ſin. ) The valiant man ceaſed © 
and reſted in Iſrael: until Debbora aroſe, a mother 
aroſe in Iſrael. v. 8. The Lord choſe new wars, 
and he himſelf overthrew the gates of the ene mies, 


* 


neither ſhield nor ſpear was ſeen among forty thouſand 4 5 


of Iſrael. v. 9. My heart loveth the princes of Iſtael, 
O you that of your own good will fred yourſelves 
todanger bleſs the Lor d. v. 10: Speak you that ride 
on fair aſſes, and you that fit in judgment, Sc. v. 
11. Where the chariots were daſhed together; and 
the army of the enemies were choaked: there let the 
juſtices of the Lord be rehearſed, and his clemency ® 
towards the brave men of Iſrael, then the people of 


the Lord went down to the gates, and obtained the a 


ſovereignty. v. 12. Ariſe, ariſe. O Debbora, ariſe, 
ariſe, and utter a, canticle: Ariſe, O Barac,. and take 
hold of thy captives, O ſon of Abinoem, Oc. v. 19. 
The kings came and fought, the kings of Chanaan 
fought, in Thanac and yet they carried off no ſpoils 
v. 20. War was made againſt them from heaven: 
the ſtars remaining in their order and courſes fought Þ 
aint Siſara. v. 21. The torrent of Ciſon dragged | 
their carcaſles, c. tread thou my ſoul upon their 
ſtrong ones. v. 22. The hoofs of the horſes were | 
broken, whilſt the ſtonteſt of the enemies fled amain, 
and fell headlong down--v. 24: Bleſſed among wo- 
men be. Jahel {whoſflew Siſara,) and bleſſed be ſne 
in her tent. v. 25. Ie aſked her water, ard ſhe | 
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gave him Milk, c. v. 26. She put her left hand 


to the nail, and her right hand to the workman's 
hammer: and ſhe ſtruck Siſara, (lying aſleep in her 
tent, ) ſtrongly piercing through his temples. v. 27. 
Between her feet he fell, he tainted and he died--and 
there he lay lifeleſs and wretched, &c. v. 31. So 


let all thy enemies periſh, O Lord: but let them 


t hat love thee ſhine, as the ſun ſhineth in his riſing.“ 
Admire O my ſoul, this ſublime canticle : and enter 


into the ſpirit of it; by giving all glory to God the 


author of all our good ; thro? whom alone we can 
hope for victory; and ever imploring his powerful 


aid againſt thy ſpiritual enemies. 


Chap. vi. Relates how the people relapſing again 


into idolatry were grievouſly oppreſſed for ſeven years 


by the Madianites: and how upon their crying to the 


Lord the humble Gedeon was called to deliver them. 


v. 12, c. The Angel of the Lord appeared to 
him, and ſaid: the Lord is with thee, O moſt vali- 
ant of men. And Gedeon ſaid to him: I beſeech 


5 thee my Lord, if the Lord be with us, why have 


theſe evils fallen upon us, c. And the Lord looked 


ö upon him and ſaid: Go in this thy ſtrength, and thou 


Malt deliver Iſrael out of the hand of Madian, know 
that I have ſent thee. He anſwered and ſaid: I be- 
ſeech thee my Lord, wherewith ſhall I deliver Iſrael? 
Behold my family is the meaneſt in all the tribe of 
Manaſſes, and I am the leaſt in my father's houſe. 
And the Lord ſaid I will be with thee, c.“ Thus 
God always chooſes the little and humble for his grea- 
teft works. | 

Chap. vii. Gedeon having aſſembled thirty two 
thouſand men, to go and fight againſt the Madianites 
the Lord ſaid to him. v. 2. The people that are 
with thee are many ; and Madian ſhall not be delive- 
red into their Hands: leſt Iſrael ſhould glory. againſt 
me, and ſay I was delivered by my own ſtrength:“ 
upon which when Gedeon had diſcharged twenty two 
| E thouſand 


» 
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thouſand, and there remained ten thouſand, the lord 
ſaid, v. 4. the people are ſtill too many, and therefore 
he would admit of no more, than of three hundred, 
( v. 7.) and theſe he furniſhed with no other arms, 
but trumpets and + earthen , pitchers, with burning 
lamps: to ſhew that God will not chooſe for inſtru- 
ments in great atchievements, which depend purely | 
on his grace, ſuch as thro? pride and ſelf conceit, will 
take the glory to themſelves. 4 
Chap. viii. v. 2. What could I have done, ſaid Ge- 
deon to the Ephraimites, enraged at him for not cal- | 
ling them when he went to fight againſt Madian, 
* what conld I have done like to that which you 
have done? Is not one bunch of grapes of Ephraim, 
(your illuſtrious tribe) better than the whole vintages Þ 
of ( my mean family of ) Abiezer? --- The Lord | 
' hath delivered into your hands the princes of Madian, | 
Oreb and Zeb, what could T have done like to what 
you have done ? And when he had ſaid this their ſpi- | 
_ Tit was appealed, with which they ſwelled againſt | 
him.“ This meek and humble anſwer appeaſed their 
proud ſpirit, which otherwiſe might have carried 
them to extremities. So great is the power of meek- 
neſs and humility both with God and man. : 
Chap. ix. Abimelech, with the help of the Si- 
chimites, kills all his brothers the ſons of Gedeon 
(except Joatham the youngeſt ) and is made king : | 
in puniſhment of which wickedneſs, according to the 
prayer and prediction of Joatham, the Lord quickly 
ſent a very evil ſpirit between Abimelech and the Si- 
chimites; which ended in their mutual ruin. n 
Cbap. x. After the rule of Thola and Jair, the 
children of Iſrael adding new ſins to their old ones, 
were delivered into the hands of the Ammonites and of 
the Philiſtines. And when they cried to the Lord, 
he ſaid: v. 14, Sc. Go and call upon the Goc E 
which you have choſen: let them deliver you in the 


time of your diſtreſs. (O great Cod, there is no other | 
Saviour | 
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Saviour or deliverer beſides thyſelf. ) And the children 
of Iſrael ſaid to the Lord we have ſinned, do thou 
unto us whatſoever pleaſeth thee : only deliver us 
this time. And faying theſe things they caſt away out- 
of their coaſts all the idols and ſerved the Lord their 
God, and he was touched with their miſeries.? O 
infinite mercy! ß 

Chap. xi. Jephte is made ruler of Galaad, and 
making a vow to the Lord obtains a ſignal victory o- 
ver the Ammonites. | 

Chap. xii. The Ephraimites quarrel with him, and 
their pride. is brought down by the ſlaughter of forty 
two thouſand of them. Abeſan, Ahialon, and Abdon 

Chap. xiii. The people fall again into idolatry, and 
are afflicted by the Philiſtines: Samſon is born: he 
is a Nazarite of God (that is, one conſecrated to God). 
from his infancy: and the ſpirit of the Lord begins 
to be with him. 

Chap. xiv, xv, and xvi, Contains the hiſtory of 
the life and death of Samſon; who begins to deliver 
Iſrael : but falling in love with Dalila, and being delu- 
ded by her is betray'd into the. hands of the Philiſtines: 
who pluck out his eyes, and condemn him. to drud- 

. So diſmal are the conſequences of indulging. 
the diſorderly paſſion of love. 

Chap. xvi. v. 20. Samfon-after he had been ſhorn 
by Dalila; (by which means he forfeited his conſe- 
cration to God, and loſt his ſtrength ) '* awaking from 
ſleep, ſaid in his mind: I will go out, as I did before, 
and ſhake myſelf; not knowing that the Lord was 
departed from him.“ Al! Chriſtians, beware of re- 
peated relapſes, upon confidence of your riſing again: 
leſt the Lord depart from you, and you fall an eter- 
nal prey into the hands of your.ſpiriwal. enemies. 
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E book is as it were an appendix to the book of 
Judges : is very ſhort, but edifying, by ſetting 
before our eyes the innocent ſimplicity of the people 
ef thoſe days. | 

Chap. i. Shews, how Ruth, a Gentile by birth, 
but married to an Iſraelite, a ſojourner in the land of 
Moab, after the death of her huſband, reſolutely ad- 
hering to her mother in law Noemi, and returning 
with her to Bethlehem, was happily brought to the 
true religion. v. 16. Be not againſt me, ſaid ſhe 
to Noemi, to deſire that I ſhould leave thee and de- 
part (to go home to my own relations )--thy people ſhall 
be my people, and thy God my God. v. 17.— The 
Lord do ſo and ſo to me (it is a form of an oath uſual 
among ſi the ancient Hebrews ) if ought but death part 
me and thee.” Happy reſolution to leave country and 
triends and all things of the world behind, to find 
God ! Happily bleſſed by meeting with an advanta- 
geous ſettlement in the world; and much more, by 
the many ſpiritual benedictions ſhe reaped from being 
aſſociated to the communion of the people of God; 


and by that great glory of having her name recorded 


in divine writ, amongſt thoſe of whom our Lord je- 
ſus Chriſt, deſcended according to the fleſh! At their 
coming to Bethlehem, when the women of that city, 
ſaid to one another, v. 19. This is that Noemi (the * 
beautiful) v. 20. She ſaid to them: call me not No- 
emi (beautiful) but call me Mara (that is bitter) for 
the Almighty hath quite filled me with bitterneſs (Da- 
ving taking away my buſband and ſons) v. 21. Why *' 
then do you call me Noemi, whom the Lord hath } 
humbled, and the Almighty hath afflicted?ꝰ From 
which Chriſtian widows may learn that their ſtate 
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for wordly pomps and vanities, or affectation of ap- 
pearing beautiful in the eyes of men. | 

Chap. ii. v. 1. Noemi by the huſband © had a 
kinſman a powerful man and very rich, whoſe name 
was Booz. v. 4. And behold he came out of Bethle- 
hem (when Ruth was gleaning in his field) and he 
ſaid to the reapers: the Lord be with you: and they 
anſwered him : The Lord bleſs thee. See how both 
the maſter and the ſervants, have the name of the Lord 
in their mouths, not to profane it, but by the way ef 
Bleſſing and prayer. v. 11, 12. Booz ſaid to Ruth: 
All hath been told me that thou haſt. done to thy 
mother in law---and how thou haſt left thy parents, 
Sc. Mayſt thou receive a full reward of the Lord 
the God of Iſrael, to whom thou art come, and under 
whoſe wings thou art fled.” O hapyy refuge in- 
deed! | | | 

Chap. iii, and iv. Shew how by the counſel of 
Noemi, Ruth claims by the right of affinity, Booz 
for her huſband, and is married to him : of whom 
ſhe has Obed, the father of Hai, the father of David. 
Of whom came Chriſt, according to the fleſh, who is 
God above all bleſſed for ever more. Rom. ix. 5. 


——_—_—— 


I. SAMUEL alas 1. KINGs. 


HIS book contains the hiſtory of the people 
of God, under Heli, Samuel, and King Saul. 
Chap. i. Anna (or Hannah) the wife of Elcana 
being barren, by vow and prayer obtaineth a fon ; 
whom ſhe calleth Samuel (that is Afed. of God) and 
preſenteth him to the ſervice of the temple of the 
Lord in Silo, under Heli the chief prieſt and judge of 
the people. TR 
Chap, ii. Contains the canticle of Anna. v. 1. He. 
My heart hath rejoiced in the Lord, Sc. (joy in 
; | E 3 the 
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the Lord is the perfection of divine love) becauſe I have 
joyed in thy ſalvation. There is none holy as the 


Lord is: for there is no other beſide thee ; and there 


is none ſtrong like our God. For the Lord is a God 
of all knowledge, and to him are thoughts prepared, 
c.“ Enter thou, my foul, into the ſpirit of this 
inſpired canticle; and learn at all times, and on all 
occaſions to give all glory to God. v. 30. Who» 
ſoever ſhall glorify me, (ſaid the Lord to Heli, on oc- 


glorify; but they that deſpiſe me ſhall be deſpiſed.” 
O how evidently has this been verified in all ages! 


_ - Chap. iii. Samuel being as yet but a child, is called © 
by the Lord; who reveals to him the evil that was 


to fall upon the houſe of Heli. v. 10. Speak Lord, 
ſaid he, for thy ſervant heareth. O do thou ſpeak 
always Lord to my ſoul for my direction and ſalvation, 
and give me the grace ever to hear, and to obey thee.. 
V+. 10. *Tis the Lord, ſaid Heli, let bim do what is 
good in bis fight. O do thou my ſoul-ſubmit in like 


manner to the penance laid upon thee by the Lord,. 
 whenſoever he ſhall chaſtile thee for thy Sins. 


Chap. iv. v. 3. Why hath the Lord defeated: 


us to day before the Philiſtines ?? ſaid the Iſraelites, 
when they were beaten by them: being taught to 


attribute all events to him.. Upon this they ſend for 
the ark of God into their camp: but the ark will not 


protect a ſinful people: they are beaten again; with 
the loſs of thirty thouſand men: the two ſons of Heli 
are ſlain: the ark is taken, and Heli upon hearing the 
news of it, falls backwards and dies. v. 22. The 
glory is departed from Iſrael, becauſe the ark of God: 
was taken.“ If the Iſraelites reſented ſo much the loſs 


of the ark, which was but the ſymbol of God's pre- 
ſence amongſt them; how much more ought Chriſti» 
ans to reſent the loſs of God himſelf, when by ſin they 


have drove him out of their ſouls? 
| Chap; 


2 of the wickedneſs of bis two ſons) him will 1 
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} Chap. v. The ark of God is carried by the Phi- 
liſtines into the temple of Dagon, and placed by the 
3 idol of Dagon, which falleth down before the ark: 
E that we may learn to caſt out all idols from the tem- 
ple of God in our hearts: and that his Divine Majeſ-- 
ty will not ſuffer a rival there, by our dividing our 
hearts between him and mammon, or any thing cre-- 
ated. | 
[ Chap. vi. The Philiſtines being grievouſly plagued, 
MN by occaſion of the ark,. ſend it away to Bethſames a 
_ city of Iſrael: 'The Bethſamites looking curiouſly in- 
3 to the ark, are puniſhed for their irreverence, by a- 
ßpeſtilence that ſweeps off many thouſands. Learn, 
= Chriſtians, from hence the reverence you owe to ſa- 
cred things. The ark is ſent to Cariatb-jarim, the 
city of the woods; where it remained till David 
brought it to Jeruſalem. | 8 
Chap. vii. The people by Samuel's exhortation 
caſt away their idols, and ſerve the Lord alone. v. 3. 
Prepare (and direct) your hearts ( ſaid he) unto the 
Lord, and ſerve him only: and he will deliver you 
out of the hands of the Philiſtines.* Give ear my 
ſoul, and do thou alſo reſolve ſor thy part, ever to 
ſtick cloſe to the Lord, and to ſerve him alone, caſt- 
ing away the idols of thy paſſions and vices; and make 
no doubt but he will deliver thee alſo from all thy. 
enemies; tho* he were to work a miracle for it; 
eſpecially if thou take along with thee in thy addreſſes 
to him, the ſacrifice of the Lamb, who taketh away 
the ſins of the world: as on this occaſion he gave a 
miraculous victory to the people over the Philiſtines, 
whilſt Samuel was offering for them the ſacrifice of 
an unſpotted Lamb. | 
Chap. ix. The people inſiſting upon having a. 
king ſet over them; Saul ſeeking his father's aſſes 
that were loſt, is directed to conſult Samuel, who 
foretells him he ſhall be the man. Saul replies, (v. 21.) 
Am not I a ſon of Jemini, of the leaſt of alb the _ 
0 
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of Iſrael ; and my kindred the laſt amongſt all the fa- 

milies of the tribe of Benjamin: why then haſt thou 

ſpoken this word to me ?? O, no doubt for this very 

reaſon, becauſe God always chooſes the little and 

the humble. And happy would Saul have been, if 

= had continued in theſe diſpoſitions of humility and 
ocility. 

Chap. x. Saul is anointed by Samuel; in conſe- 
quence of which he receives a new heart, and pro- 
pbeſies, that is, he ſings the praiſes of God, amongſt 
the prophets. In the aſſembly of the people for 
chooſing a king, the lot falls upon him: He hides 
himſelf, but is diſcovered by the Oracle of the Lord. 
Chap. xi. &9c. Saul's victories over the Ammonites, 
Philiſtines, &c. are recounted. 

Chap. xv. He is ſent to deſtroy Amalec: but ſpareth 
their king, and the beſt of their cattle: forwhich difo- 
bedience he is caſt off by the Lord. v.16, c. © Samuel 
ſaid to Saul: Suffer me and I will tell thee what the 
Lord hath ſaid to me this night. And he ſaid to him, 
ſpeak, v. 17. And Samuel ſaid: when thou waſt a 
little one in thy own eyes, waſt thou not made the 
head of the tribes of Iſrael? And the Lord anointed' 
thee, Sc. Why then didſt thou not hearken to the 
voice of the Lord : but haſt turned to the prey, and 
haſt done evil in the eyes of the Lord. v. 20, c. 
and Saul faid---the people took of the ſpoils, ſheep 
and oxen--to offer ſacrifice to the Lord their God.--- 
And Samuel ſaid: Doth the Lord defire holocauſts 
and victims, and not rather that the voice of the Lord 
ſhould be obeyed ? For obedience is better than ſa- 
crifices, Ic. Becauſe it is like the fin of witchcraft 
to rebel: and like the crime of idolatry to refuſe to 
obey : Forasmuch therefore as thou haſt rejected the 
word of the Lord: the Lord hath alſo rejected thee, 
Fc. neither will he be moved to repentance : for he 

is not a man that he ſhould repent.” This reproba- 


tion of Saul (once the elect of God) for his diſobedi- 
| a ence, 
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ence, was a figure of the reprobation of the Jews, once 

the choſen people of God, for their refuſing to obey 

their Meſſias. Here alſo we learn, that whatſoever 
elſe we pretend to give, or offer to God, can never 

ſatisfy him, as long as we refuſe to give him our whole 

will by love and obedience, which is the ſacrifice he 

calls for. 7 

Chap. xvi. Samuel is ſent to Bethlehem to anoint 

a king amongſt the ſons of Iſai. v. 6. © When Eliab 

(the eldeſt ſon) came in; Samuel ſaid: Is the Lord's 
anointed before him? v. 7. And the Lord ſaid to Sa- 

muel: Look not on his countenance, nor on the : 
height of his ftature : becauſe I have rejected him, | 
nor do I judge according to the look of man: for man | 
ſeeth thoſe things that appear, but the Lord behold- 
eth the heart. Then after rejecting all the other 
ſons of Iſai, David the youngeſt was ſent for from 
keeping the Sheep, and was anointed by Samuel. v. 
13. And the ſpirit of the Lord came upon David from 
that day forward. See here again how the Lord al- 
ways chooſes the little and humble, to them he gives 
his ſpirit; and theſe are the men that are according 
to his own heart. v. 14. But the ſpirit of the Lord 
departed from Saul (the dreadful conſequence of his 
diſobedience to God) and an evil ſpirit---troubled bim 
(either by poſſeſſing or obſeſſing him) in puniſhment 
of his fn.---On this occaſion David is ſent for; and 
taken into Saul's family, who by his harp and his de- 
votion chaſes away the evil ſpirit. 

Chap. xvii. In a war with the Philiſtines, their 

champion Goliath challenges Iſrael, and is ſlain by 
David, with no other arms, but a ſling and a ſtone, 
v. 45, 46, c. Thou comeſt to me, ſaid David 
to the Pbiliſtine, with a ſword and with a ſpear, and 
with a ſhield : but I come to thee in the name of the 
Lord of Hoſts, the God of the armies of Iſrael, 
which thou haſt defied this Cay. And the Lord will 


deliver thee into my hands, Qc. that all the earth 
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may know that there is a God in Iſrael and that the 
Lord ſaveth not with ſword and ſpear, for it is his 
battle, and he will deliver you into our hands.” See 
my ſoul the humble confidence of David in the Lord, 
rewarded with a moſt glorious victory: and learn from 
this example, to join in all thy ſpiritual conflias, an 
entire confidence in God with a total diſtruſt in thy 
felf, and thou ſhalt always come off with victory. 
Chap. xviii. Relates the friendſhip: of David and 
onathan: the envy which Saul conceives againſt 
avid; and his defign upon his life. In the following 
chapters are recorded, the many: attempts of Saul 
upon the life of David, (who is ſtill protected by the 
divine providence;) and the maſſacre of the prieſts, 
by orders of Saul, for relieving David: whom that 
unhappy prince ceaſes not to preſecute, till he obli- 
ges him to ſeek refuge in the land of the Philiſtines. 
Though David more than once had his life in his 
power; but would not ſuffer his men to hurt a hair 
of his head. | 4 e 
Isg the concluſion, Saul going out to war againſt 
the Philiſtines, being forſaken by God, ſeeks by the 
belp of magic to raiſe. up Samuel, who was dead 
ſome time before, in order to conſult him. God 
permits Samuel to appear, who denounces to Saul 
his approaching death. Jo morrow, ſaid he, thou and 


thy ſons ſhall be with me. The battle of Gelboe en- 


ſued, where Iſrael was overthrown, and Saul wi 
three of his Sons was ſlain. | 


— 
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-T H 1'S book contains the hiſtory of the reign of 


| King David: who reigned ſeven years in He- 
bron, over the tribe. of Juda alone; and. three and 
thirty years in Jeruſalem over all Iſrael, — N 
5 : | Chap. 
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Chap. i. David mourns for the death of Saul and 
Jonathan: and orders the man to be ſlain that pre- 
tended he had killed Saul. David's lamentation is 
here recorded. v. 18, 19, Fc. Conſider O Iſrael 
for them that are dead wounded on thy high places. 
The illuſtrious of Iſrael are flain upon thy mountains: 
how are the valiant fallen ! Tell it not in Geth, pub- 
liſh it not in the ſtreets of Aſcalon: (the loſſes or diſ- 
graces of the people of God) leſt the daughters of the 
Philiſtines rejoice--and triumph. v, 21. Ye mountains 
of Gelboe, let neither dew nor rain come upon you, 
Sc. for there was caſt away the ſhield of the valiant, 
the ſhield of Saul as tho? he had not been anointed 
with oil, Se.“ Thug David lamented the death of 
his countrymen lain in Battle, and above the reſt 
the death of his capital enemy and perſecutor: a leſſon 
for Chriſtians to love their enemies: and to lament 
the ſpiritual death, and the eternal loſs of ſo many of 
their brethren, daily periſhing from God by ſin. 
Chap. ii. Ec. David is made king over Juda : and 
Iſboſeth the ſon of Saul over Iſrael. David grows daily 
ſtronger and ſtronger. Abner the General of Iſrael 
comes over to David: but is treacherouſly ſlain by 
Joab. Iſboſeth is murdered by two of his ſervants, 
who carry his head to David, who orders the murde- 
rers to be ſlain. David is anointed king over all Iſrael ; 
he taketh Jeruſalem out of the hands of the Jebuſites 
and defeateth the Philiſtines. | | | 

| Chap. vi. David fetched the ark from Cariathiarim 
to Jeruſalem: Oza is ſtruck dead for touching it : it 
is depoſited for a while in the houſe of Obededom ; 
and from thence tranſlated with a ſolemn proceſſion, 
with ſeven choirs, or companies of muſicians, and 
many facrifices, to the tabernacle which David had 

prepared for it; now, mark the joy and devotion of 
David on this occaſion. v. 14. Sc. David danced 
with all his might before the Lord. And David was 
girded with a linen ephod. And David and = 
| e 
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houſe of Iſrael brought the ark of the covenant of the 
Lord with joyful ſnouting, and with ſound of trumpet. 
And - Michol the daughter of Saul looking out 
through a window, ſaw king David leaping and dan- 
cing before the Lord: and ſhe deſpiſed him in her 
heart, &c. And when David returned to bleſs his 
own houſe---Michol coming out to meet him, faid : 
How glorious was the King of Iſrael to day, who un- 
covered himſelf before the handmaids of his ſervants 
and was undreſſed, as if one of the vain fellows ſhould 
| ſtrip himſelf. And David ſaid to Michol : Before the 
Lord, who choſe me rather than thy father--and com- 
manded me to be ruler over the people of the Lord 
in Iſrael: I will both play, and make myſelf meaner 
than I have done: and I will be little in my own eyes 
and with the handmaids of whom thou ſpeakeſt I 
ſhall appear more glorious.“ O bleſſed humility ! 
Chap. vii. David's purpoſe to build a as is 
rewarded with the promiſe of great bleſſings in his ſeed, 
partly relating to Solomon, who was to build the ma- 
terial temple in Jeruſalem ; but much more to Chriſt 
the great ſon of David, and the builder of the true 
temple of God, which is the Church, his everlaſting 
kingdom, which ſhall never fail, nor be caſt off, for 
any iniquity of her Children. 
Chap. viii. e. Relate the victories of David: fol- 
lowed Chap. xi. by an unbappy fall into adultery, 
occaſioned by ſeeing a woman waſhing herſelf ; which 
ought to be a caution to all men, to keep a guard up- 


on their eyes, and to all women not to expoſe any 


part of their naked bodies to the eyes of men. This 


prince not finding any other means to conceal the 


crime, cauſeth her huſband Urias, who was then at 
the ſiege of Rabba the capital 2 of the Ammonites, 
to be placed where the greateſt danger was, fo that 
he was ſlain there. After which David marries the 


widow, who bears him a ſon. 
a | Chap. 
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_ Chop. xit. The prophet Nathan 15 ſent from the 
Lord to David, who remonſtrates to him the grie- 
vouſneſs of his crime, and his ingratitude after ſo many 
favors received: and denounces to him his puniſh- 
ment. v. 10. Therefore, faid be, the ſword ſhail 
never depart from thy houſe, becauſe thou haſt de- 
ſpiſed me, and taken the wife of Urias, c. v. 11. 
Thus faith the Lord, behold I will raiſe up evil againſt 
thee qut of thy own houſe :; and I will take thy wives 
before thy eyes, and give them to thy neighbour, 
{permitting bim to commit this crime for thy puniſhment) 
and he ſhall lie with thy wives in the ſight of this ſun. 
©, 12. For thou didſt it ſecretly: But I will do this 
thing in. the fight of all Iſrael, and in the ſight of the 
ſun. v. 13: And David ſaid to Nathan: I have fined 
againſt the Lord. And Nathan ſaid to David: The 
Lord alſo (in regard of the ſincerity of thy converſion} 
hath taken away thy ſin (as to the gnilt and the eternal 
puniſhment due ta it) thou ſhalt not die. v. 14. Ne- 
vertheleſs becauſe; thou baſt given occaſion to the e- 
nemies of the Lord TP only for this thing, the 
child that is born to thee ſhall ſurely die.” Thus we 
ſee that the whole debt of temporal puniſhment, .due 
to ſin is not always remitted together with the guilt, 
not even to ſo great a penitent as David was. 
Chap. xin. Sc. David, in puniſhment of his ſin, 
begins to be unhappy ir his family e his eldeſt ſon 
Amnon raviſhes his ſiſter Thamar; and in revenge 
for it, is killed by his brother Abſalom. . Abſalom 
fleeth away to, Geſlur.; where , he remaineth three 
years, till. by the intereſt of Joab he is called home, 
and at length admitted to his father's preſence. 
| Chap. xiv. v. 14. We all die, ſaid the wiſe æuo- 
nan of Thecue employed by Joab to ſallicit the king in 
favour of Abſalom, and like waters that return no more 
we fall down into the earth: neither will God have 
a ſoul to periſh, but recalleth, meaning that he that 
is caſt off, ſhould not altogether be loft.” So ſhe ; 
= moving 
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the prophet Gad o 


moving the king to ſhew mercy, by the great exam- 
ple of the ra, of God. * * M65 106 

Chap. xv. Gives the hiſtory of Abſalom's policy, 
to gam the hearts of the people: And how he is pro- 
claimed king, and David is obliged to fly. And 
whereas Sadoc the prieft, with the Levites, had 
brought forth the ark of God to accompany king 
David in his flight: the king ſaid to Sadoc. v. 25. 
Carry back the ark of God into the city: if T ſhall 
find grace in the ſight of the Lord, he will bring me 


; 


again, and ſhew me both it, and his tabernacle. v. 


26. But if he ſhall ſay to me: thou pleaſeſt me not: 
I am ready, let him do that which is good before him.” 
See here the diſpoſitions of an humble penitent, ſub- 
mitting himſelf to the ſcourges of God. See alſo Chap. 
xvi. v. 10. Ec. the like ſubmiſſion, upon the fame 
motive, to the curſes and injuries offered him by Se- 
mei. 
Chap. xvi, xvii, and xviii. Contain the hiſtory of 
the progreſs of Abſalom's rebellion; who by the 
counſel of Achitophel defiles his father's wives in the 
ſight of all the people. Achitophel ſoon after hangs im- 
ſelf : and Ablalom is defeated and flain by Joab: his 
good father grievouſly lamented his death (dying in 
this manner in his ſins) to that degree that he wiſhed 
he himſelf could have died for him. Chap. xviii. v. 
2 Bap. xxiv. David offendeth God,” by his vanity in 
cauſing the people to be numbered: but repenting 
for what he had done, v. 10. be ſald ts the' Lord: 
© T have fined very much---but I pray thee, O Lord 
to take away the iniquity of thy ſervant ; becauſe I 
have done ee fool:ſhly., Upon which when 
red hirn his choice of the three 
ſcourges of God, war, famine, or peſtilence. David 
ſaid, v. 14. I am in a great ſtrait: but it is better 


* 


that I ſhould fall into the hands of the Lord (for his 


mercies are many) than into the hands of men.“ And 
* when 
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when the peſtilence had ſwept off ſeventy thouſand 
of the people: and David ſaw the angel of the Lord, 
with his hand ſtretched out over Jeruſalem to ſtrike it 

he cried out. v. 17. It is I, I am: he that have ſin- 

ed; I have done wickedly; theſe that are the ſheep 
what have they done? Let thy hand, I beſcech thee 
be turned againſt me, £7. And the Lord who is 
quickly moved to mercy by the ſupplication of a ſoul 
thus really humble . penitent, was pleaſed imme- 
diately to put a ſtop to the plague. | 


& 1 


= 


— ..—— 


3. KINGS, alias 1. Kincs. 


N this book is contained the hiſtory of the reign of 
L Solomon, of the diviſion of the kingdom, and cf: 
the ſucceſſion. of the kings down to the death of A- 


E 


| Chap. i. The ambition of Adonias is diſappointed* 
by the counſel of Nathan the prophet, and Solomon 
is anointed king. | 

Cbap: ii. David's death, after giving his laſt charge 
to his ſon Solomon. v. 2, c. Fam going, ſaid 
be, the way of all fleſh (for all muſt paſs thro? the 
gate of death) take thou courage, and ſhew thyſelf a 
man: And keep the charge of the Lord thy God, to 
walk in his ways, and obſerve his ceremonies, and 
his precepts, and judgments, and teſtimonies, as it is 
written in the law of Moſes : that thou may*ſt under- 
ſtand all thou do'ſt, Ec.” For the Lord will give 
right underſtanding to ſuch as ſincerely ſeek him and 
walk in his ways. 

Chap. wi. After Solomon had offered to the Lord a 
thouſand victims for holocauſts at Gabaon, where 
the tabernacle was at that time: the Lord appears 
to him, in a dream by night; and offers him his 
choice of what he would have to be given him. He 
F 2 chooſes 
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chooſes wiſdom : and the Lord applauds his choice ; 
and gives him what he aſks, and moreover riches and 
glory, which he bad not afked. O give us alſo, 


Lord, the gift of heavenly wifdom, to know and to 


love thee : and all other things that are truly good, 
will come to us along with it. Solomon ſhewed' his 
wiſdom, in his judgment between the two harlots, in 
giving the living child to its true mother, who would 
not confent to have the child divided. 'Thus God, 
who is the true parent of our heart, will allow of no 
diviſion of it: whilſt the devil, who has no right at 
all to it, contents himſelf with having a part; the 
more becauſe by this means he acquires the dominion 
of the whole. export. ee ( 

Chap. vi. Solomon builds the temple, and chap. 
viii. makes a ſolemn dedication of it, with a long 


prayer, and innumerable ſacrifices which he offers on 


that occaſion, | 


Chap. vii. v. 27. Is it then to be thought, ſaid | 


Salomon, that God ſhould indeed dwell upon earth? 
For it heaven, and the heaven of heavens cannot con- 
tain thee, how much leſs this houſe that J have built? 
v. 28. But have regard to the prayer of thy ſervant, 
and to his ſupplications, O Lord, my God---v. 29. 
That thy eyes may be open upon this houſe night and 
day, c.“ O incomprehenſible deity ! O come and 
ll my poor heart at leaſt and make it thy temple 
for ever. O let thy praiſe worſhip and love, be ever 
kept up in this inward houſe of mine, and let thy fa- 
vorable eye be always upon it. v. 39. Thou only 
knoweſt the beart of all the children of men. Yea 
Lord, all the ſeerets of our hearts are bare and open 
to thy eye. See thereſt of this inſpired prayer. 
Chap. xi. Solomon, by means of his ſtrange 
wives, and his irregular affection to them, falls into 


idolatry; which is puniſhed by the diviſion of the 


kingdom, and giving ten tribes to Jeroboam : tho' 
not till after Solomon's death. e 
Nena | | SR 
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Chap. xii. Roboam the ſon of Solomon by follow- 
ing young giddy counſellors, alienates the minds of 
ten of the twelve tribes : Thefe chooſe Jeroboam for' 
their king: and he thro a wicked policy, to keep 
them from the temple of the Lord in Jeruſalem, ſets 
up the worſhip of two golden calves in Bethel and in 
Dan. Thus be made Iſrael to fin : which is ſo often 
repeated in the ſacred ſcriptures, whenſoever his name 
is mentioned, in abhorrence of the infamons memo- 
ry of that man, who drew away the people of God 
from their allegiance to the Lord; and who fet that 
wretched example to his ſucceffors, which was fol- 
lowed by them all, till both they and their calves were 
deſtroyed out of the land. So dreadful is the evil of 
ſcandalous example ; more eſpecially in men in dig- 
11 

_ Chap. xiii.. A. prophet is ſent from Juda to Bethel, 
at the time that La was offering incenſe upon 
his altar; who · foretells the birth of Joſias (not born: 
till three kundred and fifty years after) and the de- 
ſtruction of ſeroboams altar: Jeroboam offers violence 
to the prophet, upon which his hand is withered, 
and the altar rent. He begs the prophet to pray for 
him, and by his prayer his hand is reſtored. Let the 
unhappy prince is not converted, but Alder en 
worſe. The judgments of God, that were about to 
fall upon all his family are alſo denounced to him by; 
the prophet Ahias.  _ IE 

Chap.. xiv..v. 6, 7, Sc. © I am ſent to thee with 
heavy tidings, {aid the Fs ed on ſaith the Lord 
the God of Iſrael: For as much as Texalted thee 
from among the people and made thee vpe over 
my people Iſrael, c. And thou haſt not been as my 
ſervant David, who followed me with all his heart-- 
but haſt done evil above all that were before thee ; 
and haſt made thee ſtrange gods and molten gods---- 
and haſt caſt_me behind thy back, Therefore wilt F 
bring evils upon the houſe of Jetoboam, c, Them 
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that ſhall die of Jeroboam in the city, the dogs ſhall _ 
eat: and them that ſhall die in the 900, the irds of 


the air ſhall. devour.--And the Lord hath appointed 
himſelf a king over Iſrael, who fhall cut off the houſe 


of Jeroboam in this day, and in this time, Ec. O 


the unhappy man, who woald not ſuffer himſelf to be 
withdrawn from his evil ways, by any of theſe divine 
admonitions and comminations ! But O what threats, 
what heavy tidings indeed, even of a miſerable eter- 
nity are ſo often denounced by God himſelf in his 
divine oracles to unrepenting finers: and yet their 
wretched hearts refuſed to relent. his | 

Chap. xiv, xv, and xvi, Roboam king of Judah for 
his ſins is afflicted by Seſac king of Egypt, who taketh 
and pillageth Jeruſalem : He is fucceeded by his ſon 
Abiam-: and Abiam by his ſon Aſa, who extirpates 
idolatry. Nadab the ſon of Jeroboam ſucceeds his fa- 
ther in the kingdom of Iſrael. He is ſlam by Baaſa 


(Baaſha) who immediately after deſtroys the whole 


tamily of Jeroboam, not leaving fo much as one ſout 
of his ſeed. And yet, unhappy man, he walks in the 
ſame footſteps ; and the like judgments are denounced 


to his family alſo, by the prophet Jehu the ſon of 


Hanani: and are foon after executed, when his ſon 
and ſucceſſor Ela is murdered by Zambri, and all his 
kinsfolks and friends extirpated. Great God, who 
will not fear thy avenging juftice ! Zambri as wicked 
as his predeceſſors being beſieged by Amri, and like 
to fall into his hands after ſeven days tyranny ſets the 
palace on. fire and periſhes in the flames. Amri 
(Omri) is made king: He builds Samaria: follows 
the ways of Jeroboam : and dying in his ſins, is ſuc- 
eetded by his ſon Achab (Ahab, who marrying Je- 
zabel, brings in the worfhip of Baal, the idol of the 
Phenicians, and becomes the very worſt of all the 
kings of Iſrael ; deſtroying the altars of the Lord, by 
the ſuggeſtion of his wife, and killing the prophets. 
At which time Abdias (Obadiah) the king's ſteward, 

an 


| 
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an eminent ſervant of God concealed in caves, and 
ted with bread and water, no fewer than one hundred: 
of thoſe holy men. Chap. xvii. 13. 

Chap. xvii. Ehas (Elijah) the prophet ſhuteth up- 
heaven from raining, he is miraculouſly fed by ravens. 


And afterwards by a widow of Sarephta. He raiſeth 


the widows ſon to life. 

Chap. xvui. Elias cometh. before Achab; and all 
Irael being aſſembled to mount Carmel, he convin- 
ceth Jezabel's falſe prophets, by bringing fire from 
heaven upon his ſacrifice : and obtaineth rain by his 
prayers. © v. 21. Elias coming to all the people, ſaid: 
How long do you halt between two fides? I the Lord 
be God follow him, Ec. Chriſtians, let us take 
theſe words as fpoken to ourſelves: and if the Lord 
be our God indeed, let us follow him in good earneſt, 


and not pretend to reconcile his ſervice with that of 


his _ enemies, the world, the fleſh, and the- 
devil. 95H] 11 
Chap. xix. v. 7. Elias fleeing from Jezabel is fed 
by an Angel in the defart: and in the firength of this 
food (as a figure of the bread of lite which we receive 
in the Bleſſed Sacrament) be walks forty days and for- 
ty nights, unto the mount of God Horeb. O my ſoul, 
Chriſt is the true bread, which comes down from 
heaven: on this bread thou muſt feed during thy jour · 
ney thro? this wilderneſs of the world, if thou wouldſt 
arrive ſafely at the mountain of a happy eternity. 
Obſerve alſo in the viſion of God, with which Elias 
was favored, (v. 11, 12.) that the Lord was not in 
the violent ſtorm of wind, nor in the earthquake, nor 
in the fire, but he came with the whiſtling of a gen- 
tle air; as better expreſſing the ſweetneſs and calm- 
neſs of his divine operations in the ſoul, which are 
never turbulent; but gentle and peaceable. 

Chap. xx. The Syrians depending on their ſtrength 
and number, are twice defeated by Achab (encouraged 
by a prophet of the Lord) with a very ſmall force, 


to - 
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| to ſhew that the Lord loves to humble the proud, 


tho? it be ſometimes by wicked inſtruments. 

Chap. xxi. Naboth, for refuſing to part with his 

vineyard, is by the eontrivance of Jezabel, aceuſed by 
falſe witneſſes, and ſtoned to death: upon which E- 
lias denounces heavy judgments from God, both upon 
Achab and Jezabel © V. 19, c. Thus ſaith the 
Eord: In this place wherein the dogs have licked the 
blood of Naboth, they ſhall lick thy blood alfo.---Be- 


woo I will bring evil upon thee, and I will cut down 


poſterity—-and I will make thy houſe like the 
— of Jeroboam the ſon of Nabat, and like the 


| houſe: of Baaſa the ſon of Ahias; for what thou haſt. 
done to provoke me to * er, and for making Iſrael 


to ſin. And of Jezabeb allo the Lord ſpoke ſaying ; 5 
the dogs ſhall eat ry in the field of Jezrahel, Cc.” 


Howſoever upon Achab's humbling himſelf, in faſt- 


ing and putting on hair- eloth; God was pleaſed to put 
off for a time the execution a this-ſentence. 


Chap. xxii.. The good king Joſaphat (Jeboſhaphat) 
fueceeds his father Aſa in the kingdom of Judah. He 


ts invited by Achab to go with b him to fight againft 
the Syrians in Ramoth Galaad : where Achab believ- 


ing his falſe prophets rather than Micheas the pro- 


phet of the Lord, is ſlain in his chariot; which is 
= back. and wafhed in the pool * ee. the 
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HIs book continues the hiſtory and ſucceſſion 


of the kings of Iſrael, and of. Judah down to 


the captivity. 
Chap. i. Ochozias ſucceeding his father Achab, and 


walking, in all his ways, is quickly overtaken by divine 


7. In his illneſs he ſends to conſult Beelzebub, 
| upon 
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upon which © v. 16. Elias ſaith to bim. Thus faith 
the Lord: becauſe thou haſt ſent meſſengers to con- 
fult Beelzebub the God of Accaron, as though there 
was not a God in Iſrael, of whom thou mighteſt in- 
quire the word; therefore from the bed'on which 
thou art gone up, thou ſhalt not come down, but 
thou ſhalt ſurely die. O ſee Chriſtians the dreadful 
conſequence 'of turning our backs upon the Lord, to 
ſeek for knowledge, health or help, from the enem 
or any of his agents or inſtruments: and beware of a 
ſuperſtitious practices. Joram (Jehoram) ſucceeds 
his brother Ochozias in the kingdom. | 
Chap. ii. The Lord deſigning to take away Elias, 
his diſciple Eliſeus (Elifha) refuſes to part with him. 
Elias by ſtriking the waters with his cloak divideth the 
river Jordan; ſo that they both paſs thro? on dry land. 
Elias is taken up in a fiery chariot, and his double 
ſpirit reſts upon Ehſeus: upon which the ſons of the 
prophets (a ſet of religious men of whom there is fre- 
quent mention in this book) pay him a religious ve- 
neration. He heals the waters of Jericho by caſting 
in ſalt. The boys of Bethel, the chief ſeat of the 
calf worſhip, are devoured by bears for mocking the 
prophet. RO TY 
_ Chap. iti. The kings of Iſrael, Juda and Edom, 
warring againſt Moab, are in diſtreſs for want of wa- 
ter; which Elifeus miraculoufly procureth without 
rain, and propheſieth victory. ORR e 
| Chap. iv. v. and vi. Relate divers other miracles 
of Elifeus: particularly his raiſing the dead child to 
life ; his healing Naaman the Syrian of his leproſy 
(whilſt Giezi the fervant of the prophet for taking 
giſts of Naaman, is ſtruck with his difeaſe ;) his ma- 
king iron to fwim, c. Fhe king of Syria ſends an 
army to apprehend the prophet in Dothan. v. 15. 
ec. And the ſervant of the man of God - ſeeing an 
army round about the city, and horſes and chariots-- 
cries out, alas, alas, alas my Lord, what ſhall we = E 
N u 
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But he anſwered: Fear not, for there are more 


with us than with them. And he prayed, and ſaid: 
Lord open his eyes that he may fee. And the Lord 
opened the eyes of the ſervant, and he ſaw ; and be- 
hold the mountain was full of horſes and chariots: of 
fire round about Eliſeus, to protect bim. Ste my 
ſoul how the Lord guards his ſervants: and fear thou 
nothing but offending him, and forfeiting his protec- 
tion by ſin. v. 18, c. The Lord at the prayer of 
the prophet, ſtrikes the Syrians with blindneſs ;. ſo 
that they neither knew him, nor the place where they 
were: and Eliſeus ſaid to them: follow me and J 
will ſhew you the man whom you ſeek... So be led them 
into Samaria, where when their eyes were opened, 
they found themſelves furrounded with a greater 
power. Yet the prophet would not ſuffer any vio- 
lence to be offered to them; but ordered a great pro- 
viſion of meats to be ſet before the 
away to their maſter. 


1 


reduced the city to ſuch ſtreights by famin, that 
mothers were brought to eat their own children, 
Eliſeus propheſies, v. 1. Hear ye the word of the 
Lord: To-morrow about this time a buſhel of fine 
flower ſhall be fold for a ſtater (25. 6di Eng/iſþ) and 
two buſhels of barley for a ſtater, in the gates of 
Samaria. v. 2. Then one of the Lords, upon whoſe. 
hand the king leaned, anſwering the man of God, ſaid: 
if. the Lord ſhould: make floodgates in heaven, can 
that poſſibly be which thou ſayeſt? And he faid.thou. 
ſhalt ſee it with thy eyes; but ſhalt not eat thereof.? 
This prediction was verified; by the Lord's caufing 
that night a noiſe to be heard in the Syrian camp, as 
of a very great army coming upon them; and ſtri- 
king them with ſuch a panic, as to flee away, and 
to leave all their proviſions, and all things elſe behind 


them: upon which preſently enſued the plenty fore- 


told by the prophet: but the incredulous nobleman 
TIES | being 


Chap. vii. When the Syrians beſieging Samaria had, 
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being appointe ed by the king to ſtand at the gate, loſt 
his _ being troden under foot, by the preſs of the 
People. 

Chap. viii. The impious Joram ſucceeds his pious 
father Joſaphat, in the kingdom of Judah : and dying 
miſerably after eight years, is ſucceeded by his fon 
Ochozias, a worſhipper of Baal, who is cut off, af- 
after one pm reign. 

Chap. ix. Jehu, by commiſſion from Eliſeus the 
prophet, is anointed king of Iſrael; with orders to 
extirpate the houſe of Achab. He kills Joram king 
of Iſrael and Ochozias king of Judah: and orders Je- 
Zabel to be thrown down headlong out of her window: 
She is devoured by the dogs. 

Chap. x. Jehu deſtroyeth. all the ſons of Achab, 
and all his offspring : He totally aboliſhes the wor- 
ſhip of Baal: but unhappily ſticks to the calves of Je- 
roboam. Iſrael is dreadfully — ed, in puniſhment 
of their ſins; by Hazael king of Syria, according to 
the prediction of Eliſeus. "ada the father of? the 
Rechabites flouriſhes at this time: of whom ſee Je- 
remiah xxxi. O how many inſtances have we in 
ſeripture hiſtory, of the judgments of God upon the 
wicked : and o his extraordinary favor to the good. 

_ Chap. xi, and xii. Athalia the mother of Ochozias, 
after the death of her ſon, deſtroys the royal family 
of Judah, and holds the kingdom for feven years. 
Joas alone is withdrawn from her tyranny,” and by 


the means of Joiada the high prieſt is made king. 


Athalia is ſlain and the worſhip of Baal is aboliſhed. 
The temple is repaired by Joas : who after forty 
years reign ( after the death of Joiada declining 
to idolatry) is ſlain, by his ſervants. | 

Cap. xiii. Joachaz ſucceeds his father Jehu i in the 
kingdom of Iſrael, is grievouſly afflicted by the king 


of Syria; but calling upon the Lord is delivered: 


305 he leaves not the calves of Jeroboam. His ſon 


05 ſucceeds him, and walks in his footſteps, He 
viſits 
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viſits the prophet Eliſeus upon his deathbed ; and 
receives from him an aſſurance of victory over the 


4- * 


Syrians. Eliſeus dies, and is buried: and a dead mau 


is "raiſed to life by the touch of his bones. 

Chap. xiv, c. Amaſias is king of Judah: he o- 
vercomes the Edomites : but is overcome b Jo as 
king of Iſrael : He is ſlain by his ſervants : and Aza- 
rias (or Ozias) his ſon ſucceeds, him; who after a 
proſperous reign, is ftruck with leproſy. in puniſh- 


ment of his uſurping the prieſtly function. He has 


for his ſucceflor his fon Joatham. Jeroboam the 


ſecond ſucceeds his father, Joas, in the kingdom of 


Iſrael; and reſtores all the borders, of Iſrael, accord- 
ing to "the prediction of Jonas the prophet ;. yet for- 


ſakes not 7 calf wor oy His ſon and ſucceſſor 


Zacharias is ſlain by Sellum; who after one months 
reign is deprived both of his life and kingdom by 
Manahem; who reigns ten years, and has for his 
ſuceeſſor his ſon, Phaceia ; who after two, years reign 
is Killed by Phacee the fon al Romelia ; who reigns 
twenty years, and then is depoſed and ſlain by Oſee 
the ſon of Ela. Theſe king of War, all did evil 
in the ſight of the Lord: and for their ſins, and. the 
| ſins of the people; the Lord 8 Iſrael into the 
hands of the kings 'of Aſſyria; who carried them a- 
way into captivity: and aced other inhabitants in 

Samaria in. their ſtead; [Theſe new. comers. intrody- 
ced a ſtrange. mixture ot religion there, worſhipping 
the Lord, and their own pagan delten at the ſame 
N | 
In the TATA of 21 after the death of the 
ood king Joatham, his ſon and ſucceſſor Achaz 
(ha) de 7:2 to idolatry : and aftet an unhappy 
reign of ſixteen years, dying left the Kingdom to his 
ſon Ezechias. 

Chap. xviii. v. 3, c. Erbe ( 23 a0 
that which was good before the Lotd; accordin 


all that David his father had done. He deſtroy te 
hig 
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high places, and broke the ſtatutes in pieces, and cut 
down the Groves, and broke the brazen ſerpent, 
which Moſes had made: for till that time the children 
„ Tirael burnt incenſe to it. He truſted in the Lord 
the God of Tſrael---and he ſtuck to the Lord, and 
Ceparted not from his ſteps, but kept his command- 


. ments- -wherefore the Lord alſo was with him: and 


in all things to which he went forth, he behaved him- 
ſelf wiſely.” O 'tis good to ſtick cloſe to the Lord 
He is good indeed to them that ſincerely feek him. 
Sennacherib king of the Aſſyrians at this time, with 
an immenſe army, invaded Judea, and ſought to make 
himſelf maſter of Jeruſalem, blaſpheming the Lord. 
But Ezechias was ſafe under the divine protection, of 
which he was aſſured by the prophet Iſaias. 

Chap. xix. v. 6, 7. * Thus faith the Lord: be 
not afraid for the words which thou haſt heard, with 
which the ſervants of the king of the Aſſyrians have 
blaſphemed me. Behold I will ſend a ſpirit upon 
him---and he ſhall return into his own country, and I 
will make him fall by the ſword, in his own country. 
And v. 32, Cc. He ſhall-not come into this city, ner 
ſhoot an arrow into it, nor come before it with ſhield 
nor caſt a trench aboutit. By the way that he came 
he ſhall return: and into this city he ſhall not come 
faith the Lord. And I will protect this city, and L 
will fave it for my own ſake and for David my ſer- 
vant's fake. And it came to pais that night, that an 
Angel of the Lord came, and ſkew in the camp of the 
Aſſyrians a hundred and eighty five thouſand. And 
when he aroſe early in the morning he ſaw all dead 
bodies. And Sennacherib king of the Aſſyrians de- 
parting went away, and he returned and abode in Ni- 
nive. And as he was worſhipping in the temple of 
Neſroch his God, Adramelech and Saraſar his ſons 
flew him with the ſword, &c.“ O how great is the 
mercy of our Lord in favor of his ſervants ! O how 
terrible is his avenging juſtice in the puniſhment of 
his enemies. G Chap. 
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Chap. xx. Ezechias being grievoully Tick, is bid 
by the prophet Iſaias to ſet his houſe in order ; and to 
prepare himſe it for death. A neceſſary leſſon at all 
times is this, to keep our inward houſe in order; and 
to be always prepared for that uncertain hour, which 
ſhall ſend us away to our eternal home. Upon his 

yers and tears he obtains a reprieve of fifteen years, 
and is healed by the prophet. Moreover a wonder- 
ful ſign is wrought in his favor by the ſun's retur- 
ning back ten degrees. 'The king of Babylon ſends 
an embaſly to him on this occaſion ; Ezechias takes 
a great complacency in this embaſſy ; and ſhews all 
His treaſures to the embaſſadors. For which he is 
reproved by the prophet Iſaias, who foretelleth to 
Him the Babyloniſh captivity. . See my ſoul, and be- 
ware of this unhappy vice of vain glory; which is 
apt to ſteal in this manner into the moſt religious 
Chap. xxi. Manaſſes ſucceeds his father Fzechias : 
and is wicked beyond all that had been before him: 
ſo far as to ſet up an idol in the temple, and to build 
up ſacriligeous altars in both courts of the temple ; 
to follow all kind of ſuperſtitzous abominations; and 
to fill Jeruſalem with innocent blood. Upon which 
account the Lord denounces by his prophets the 
- dreadful evils that ſhould come upon Judah and Jeru- 
ſalem, who had joined with him in his ſins: which 

niſhments, neither his own repentance, nor all the 
zeal and piety of his grandſon Joſias, were able to a- 
vert. So true it is, that the temporal puniſhment due 
to ſin is not always remitted when the guilt of the fin 
is remitted. This apoſtacy of the people under Ma- 
naſſes was not ſo general as to hinder the church of 
God from being ſtill viſible, as well in the prophets 
mentioned, v. 10. as in the martyrs, whoſe blood he 
Hed, v 16. and the prieſts of the race of Sadoc to 
whom the Lord gives teſtimony, Ezekiel xliv. that 


they ſtood firm in the worſt of times, Amon ens 
is 
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his father Manaſſes, and imitating his Crimes (but not 
his repentance} is flain by his own ſervants after two 
years reign. 3 | 

Chap. xxii, and »xii., Joſias the ſon of Amon a 
godly prince, reſtores religion, and utterly aboliſhes 
idolatry and ſuperftition, not only out of Judah, but 
alſo out of the cities of Samaria. He celebrates alſo a 
moſt magnificent Phaſe or paſſover, fuch as never had 
been before in the time of any of tlie kings: and he 
has this character from the ſpirit of God, Chap. xxiu, 
& c. There was no king before him kke unto: him, 
that returned to the Lord with all his heart, and with 
all his ſoul, and with all his ſtrength- neither after 
him did there ariſe any like him. And yet the Lord 
turned not away from the wrath of his great indigna- 
tion. kindted agamft Judah, beeauſe of the provocati- 
ons with which Manaffes had provoked him, &c.“ 
After one and thirty years reign, Jofias going out un · 
adviſedly to fight againſt Nechao king of Egypt was 
ſlain in battle: and his ſon Joachas, whom the peo- 
ple made king in his ſtead, not walking in his father's 
footſteps, but in the evil. ways of the former kings, 


after three months reign was depoſed by king Nechav 
and carried away into Egypt 


Chap. xxiv. Joakim the ſon of Joſias was made 
king by Nechao in the place of his brother, and was 
a very wicked prince. He killed the prophet Urias: 
and ſought the hfe of ſeremias: who denounced the 
judgments of God againft him and his people. (See 
Jeremiah xxit, xxvi, and xxxvi.} Againſt him came 
up king Nabuchodonofor and led him bound in chains 
to Babylon. (2. Chronic. xxxvi 6.) His fon and ſue- 
ceſſor Joachin alias Jechonias, doing alſo evil in the 
ſight of God, after three months retgn, was by the 
fame king carried lkewife away captive to Babylon, 
with his nobles and judges and many thouſands of 
his people: where he NE to repent (Baruch i. 3, me 
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and to be exhalted after the death of Nabuchodonoſor, 
by his ſucceſſor Evilmerodach. 


Chap. xxv. Sedecias (Zedekiah) uncle to Joachin 


was made king in his ſtead, ſwearing fidelity to the 
king of Babylon : but breaking his oath, and doing 


otherwiſe evil in the ſight of the Lord, he brought. 
upon himſelf and his people the Chaldean army, and 
all the miſeries of war, famine, and peſtilence, deſ- 
cribed by the prophets Jeremias and Ezekiel. In the 


eleventh year of his reign Jeruſalem was taken ; and 
he fell into the hands of Nabuchodonoſor, who ſlew 
his ſons before his face, then pluck'd out his eyes and 


brought him bound with chains to Babylon. He 
flew alſo all his chief men, and carried the reſt into 


captivity, after deſtroying the city, and burning the 
temple. And thus divine juſtice, ſo long provoked 


by a ſtiff- neck'd people put a final period to the king- - 


dom of Judah ! 
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1. CHRONICLES. 


THESE books which the Hebrews call Dibre 
Hajamim, that is the words of the days, or 


the Chronicles, are called by the Greeks Paralipo- 
menon; becauſe they contain the hiſtory of mou 
things, which had been paſſed over (as that word 
implies) in the books of Kings. The firſt part of 
the on book, down to the tenth chapter, conſiſts 
chiefly of divers genealogies: the other chapters 
give the hiſtory of the reign of king David; and eſ- 
pecially his regulations with regard to the temple 
that was to be built by his ſon Solomon. 

_ Chap. xvi. When David had brought the ark into 
the tabernacle he had prepared for it. v. 4. &c. 
* Hz appointed Levites to miniſter before the ark of 


the Lord, and to commemorate his works, and to 
8 glorify 
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glorify and praiſe the Lord God of Iſrael. Afaph 
the chief, &c. and Jehiel over the inſtruments of 
pſaltery and harps; and Aſaph to ſound with cym- 
bals. But Banaias and Jeziel the prieſts to ſound the 
trumpet continually before the ark of the covenant 
of the Lord : In that day David made Aſaph the 
chief to give praiſe to the Lord with his brethren,? 
&c. Here are inſerted pſalms of 8 which they 
were io ſing: and in the concluſion. v. 34, & c. 
Give ye glory to the Lord, for he is . for his 
mercy endureth for ever. And ſay ye: Save us, O 
God our Saviour: and gather us together, and deli- 
ver us from the nations, that we may give glory to 
thy holy name, and may rejoice in ſinging thy prai- 
ſes. Bleſſed be the Lord the God of Iirael trom 
eternity to eternity : and let all the people fay Amen, 
and ſing a hymn to God.“ O let us all admire, and 
to the beſt of our power imitate the devotion of this 
great prince: and ſay Amen to all his praiſes of the 
Lord, and to thoſe of all the Saints and Angels. | 

Chap. xxii. Contains the charge given by David to 
his ſon Solomon, with regard to the building of the 
temple (which he himſelt was not allowed to build; 
becauſe he had ſhed much blood) and the preparati- 
ons he had made for it, v. 14. Behold I in my 
poverty, ſaid be, have prepared the charges of the 
houſe o the Lord: of gold one hundred thouſand 
talents; and of filver a million of talents, &c. an- 
immenſe fum ! But all ſeemed little, to this moſt re- - 
ligious prince, which he gave to God and religion. 

ee Chap. xxill. xxiv. and xxv, & c. The diviſions 
of the Levites, the prieſts, and the muſicians into 
their courſes and ſeveral offices, for the ſervice of the 
temple, and for the. perpetually carrying on the wor- - 
ſhip and praiſe of the Lord in his houſe: . 

Chap. xxviti. Contains David's ſpeech in « ſolemn 
aſſembly of hi; people; and his exhortatiom to Sols- 
won, Kc. d. 2: des. 15 * king 8 up, and E 

ſaicl : 
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ſaid: Hear me my brethren, and my people, &c. 
in the hearing of our God: keep ye, and ſeek all 
the commandments of the Lord our God- And thou 
my fon Selomon, know the God of thy father, and 
ſerve him with a perfect heart, and a willing mind: 
for the Lord ſearcheth all hearts, and underſtandeth 
all the thoughts of minds. If thou ſeek him, thou 
ſhale find him: but if thou forſake him, he will caſt 
thee off for ever.” O my ſoul, ſee thou give ear to 
_theſe drvine leſſons : O feek and ſerve thy God with 
thy whole heart, and he will be thine for ever. v. 11, 
&c. And David gave to Solomon his fon, a deſcrip- 
tion of the porch, and of the treaſures---as alſo of 
all the conets---and of the chambers round about, 
&c. &e. All theſe things, ſaid he, came to me writ- 
ten by the hand of the Lord, that I might underftand 
all the works of this pattern.” So that the whole 


plan of the temple was given by David to Solomon, 


according to the model which God had revealed to 
him. The Son of God has revealed to us in the 
goſpel, the plan by which our ſouls are to be made 
his eternal temples: let us diligently Took on, and 
carefully fallow in the practice of our lives this bleſ- 
led, model. MAE PA | | 

. Chop. xxix. After David had, both by word and 
example, encouraged. the aſſembly to contribute libe- 
rally towards the building of the temple : ſeeing how 
willingly and heartily they all made their offerings, 
v. 9, 10, &c. he rejoiced with a great joy. And 
he bleſſed the Lord before all the multitude, and he 
ſaid: Bleſſed art thou O Lord, the God of Iſrael our 
father from eternity to eternity. Thine, O Lord, is 
magnificence and power, and glory and victory; and 
to thee is praiſe: ſor all that is in heaven, and in 
earth is thine: thine is the kingdom O Lord: and 
thou art above all princes. Thine are riches, and 
thine is glory. Thou haſt dominion over all, in thy 
hand is power and might, &c. Now therefore = 
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God we give thanks to thee: and we praiſe thy glo- 
rious name. Who am I, and what is people, 
that we ſhould be able to promiſe thee all theſe things. 
All things are thine, and we have only grven thee what 
we received at thy hand. For we are ſojourners be- 
fore thee and ſtrangers, as were all our fathers: Our 
days upon earth are as a ſhadow, and there is no ſtay. 
O Lord our God, all this ftore that we have prepa- 


red to build thee a houſe, for thy holy name, is from 


thy hand, and all things are thine. I know, my 
God, that thou proveſt hearts and loveft fimpicity 
( Fngle-beartednefs and ſincerity). wherefore | alfo in 

fimplicity ef my heart have joy fully offered all 
theſe things: and I have ſeen with great joy thy peo- 
ple here preſent offer thee their offerings. O Lord 
God of Abraham, and of Iſaac, and of Iſrael our 
fathers, keep for ever this will of their hearts, and 


let this mind remain always for the worthip of thee. 


And give to Solomon my ſon a perfect heart, that 
he may keep thy commandments, &c. And David 
commanded all the aſſembly: Bleſs ye the Lord our 


God,” &c. Excellent ſentiments and diſpoſitions, 


worthy of this religious prince, the man ———— to. 
God”s own heart . 


8 


2. CHRONICLES. 


8 3 8 firſt nine chapters contain the hiſtory of 
the reign of Solomon: as in the third book of 
Kings. The reſt give an account of the kings of Ju- 
dah 1 : chiefly with regard to things that had been 
f in the books of Kings. 

Chap. xi, and xii. Deſcribe the reign of Roboam 
(Rehoboam) the fon of Solomon. His kingdom is 
greatly ſtrengthened, in the three firſt years, whilſt 
he follows the Lord: but afterwards forſaking the 


divine | 
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divine law, he is invaded by Seſae king of Egypt, 


who takes all his ſtrong holds, and comes to Jeruſa- 
lem. At which time Semeiat tbe prophet, (Chap. xii. 
5, &c. © came to Roboam and to the princes of Ju- 
dah, that. were gathered together in Jeruſalem, flee- 


ing from Seſac : and he ſaid to them: thus ſaith the 


Lord : you have left me, and I have left you in the 
hand of Seſac. And the princes of Iſrael and the 
king being in a conſternation, ſaid: the Lord is juſt. 
And when the Lord ſaw they were humbled, the 
word of the Lord came to Semeias ſaying :. becauſe 
they are humbled, I will not deſtroy them---and my 
wrath ſhall not fall upon Jeruſalem by the hand of 
Seſac. But yet they ſhall ſerve him, that they may 
know the difference between my ſervice (O the faveet 
yoke of the Lord ) and the ſervice of an earthly king- 
dom. So Seſac departed from Jeruſalem, taking a- 
way the treaſures of the houle of the Lord, &c: 
See Chriſtians, how good your God is to them that 


ſerve him: and how quickly he is moved to ſhew 


mercy to them that humble themſelves under his 
ſcourges. | 

Chap. xiu. Contains the hiſtory of the reign of 
Abia, the ſon of Roboam : and the glorious victory 
he obtains over Jeroboam, as a reward of his confi- 
dence in the Lord. You /ay ſaid: Abia to his adver- 
ſaries, v. 8. &c. that you are able to withſtand the 
kingdom of the Lord, which he poſſeſſeth by the 
ſons of David, and you have a great multitude of 
people, and golden calves which Jeroboam hath made 
you for gods.---But the Lord is our God, whom we 
forſake not, &e. for we keep the precepts of the 
Lord our God, whom you have forſaken. 'There- 
fore God is the leader in our army, and his prieſts 
who ſound with trumpets, and their ſound. is againſt 
you. O children of Iſrae] fight not againſt the Lord 
the God of your fathers, for tis not good for you. 


© Chriſtians, no: there can be no good for tbein, 
that 
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that wilfully fight againſt the Lord. Let all wilful fin- 
ners remember this truth v. 14, &c. The men of 
Judah ſeeing themſelves encompaſſed with the army of 
Jeroboam (of 800,000 men) *© cried to the Lord: 
and the prieſts began to ſound with the trumpets--- 
and God terrified Jeroboam and all Ifract, that ſtood 
againſt Abia---and they fled before Judah, &c. and 
there fell of them five hundred thouſand vahant men 
And the children of Ifrael {who bad revolted from the 
Lord) were brought down at that time, and the chil- 
dren of Judah were exceedingly ſtrengthened becauſe 
they had truſted in the Lord the God of their fathers. 
And Jeroboam was not able to refiſt any more--- 
and the Lord ſtruck him, and he died.” O how 
good it is to ſtick clofe to the Lord, and to put our. 
whole truſt in him : But how deſperate a thing to 
forſake him, and to be forſaken by him. 

Chap. xiv. Gives the hiſtory of the zeal, and pie- 
ty of king Aſa the ſon of Abia, and his victory over 
Zara tue Ethiopian, who came againft him with a 
million of men. v. 1x, &c. * Aſa called upon the 
Lord God, and ſaid: Lord, there is no difference 
with-thee, whether thou help with few or with ma- 
ny: help us, O Lord our God: for with confidence 
in thee, and in thy name, we are come againſt this 
multitude. O Lord, thou art our God, let not mar 
prevail againſt thee. And the Lord terrified the E- 
thioptans before Aſa and judah, and they fled.---And 
the Ethiopians fell even to utter deſtruction for the 
Lord flew them, and his army fought againſt them, 
and they were deſtroyed.” Behold a miraculous 
victory obtained by faith and confidence in God. 

Chap. xv. v. 1, &c. * And the fpirit of God came 
upon Azarias the ſon of Obed and he went out to 
meet Aſa, and ſaid to him: Hear ye me Afa and all 
Judah and Benjamin : The Lord is with you, becauſe 
you have been with him. If you ſeek him, you ſhalt 


find; but if you forſake him, he will forſake you.“ 
O hear 


* 1 


O hear and ohſerve this all ye Chriſtian princes and 
people. w 3. And many days ſhall paſs in Iſrael 
without the true God, &c. (*Trr the cafe at preſent 
of the carnal Jews. ] v. 7. Do you therefore take 
courage, and let not your hands be weakened: for 
there ſhall be a reward for your works.“ Yes Chri- 
ſuans a reward exceeding great and eternal in heaven. 

Chap. xvii, xix, and xx. Relate the piety and zeal 
af Joſaphat the ſon of Aſa; the proſperity of his 
reign; the care he takes for the inſtruction of his 
people; his charge he gives to the judges and to the 
Levites; and the miracufous victory granted to him, 
upon his ſeeking help from the Lord by public pray- 
er and faſting. | 

Chop. xxi, xxii, and xxiii. Give the hiſtory of the 
wicked reign of ram ſorr of ſoſaphat, and the moſt 
dreadful judgments of God, with which he is quick- 
ly overtaken, as alfo the ſhort and unhappy reign of 
his wicked fon and ſucceſſor Ochozias alias Joachaz; 
and the tyranny of Athalia, who walking in the 
fame tootſteps. as hes huſband and ſon had done, felt 
in like manner in a ſhort time the heavy hand of 
Gad's avenging juſtice, Which all the wicked have 
reaſon to dread, 

Gap x+iv. Joas the ſon of Ochozias reigneth well 
whit he is under the direction of the holy prieſt 
Joiada: bit after his death, deluded by the flatteries 
af his courtiers, he forſakes the Lord, and cauſes 
Zacharias the ſon of Joida (who threatened him and 
his people with the wrath of God,) to be ſtoned to 
death in the court of the temple. But within a year 
the Syrians come upon him, kill all his courtiers and 
flatterers, and with a band(nl of men, defeat an infi- 
nite multitude ; the Lord * delivering them up be- 
caule they had forſaken. him. On Joas alfo himſelf 
they executed ſhameful judgments, And departing 
they left him 1n great diſeaſes, and his ſervants roſe 
uf 
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up againſt him---and flew him in his bed.” O thou 


art juſt O Lord; and thy judgment is right! 
ap. xxv, &c. Amaſias the fon and ſucceſſor of 


Joas is good in the beginning of his reign: but having 


vanquiſhed the Edomites, and brought away their 


idols, he ſet them up and worſhipped them: and be- 


ing reprehended by a prophet on that occaſion, and 
threatened with the judgments of God, he would 
not hearken to him. Wherefore he was ſoon after 
overthrown and taken priſoner by Joas king of Iirael : 
and at length ſlain by his own ſubjects. 

Ozias, alias Azarias the ſon of Amaſias reigneth 
proſperoully: for he ſought the Lord, under the con- 


duct of Zacharias the Seer: and as long as he ſought 


the Lord he duected him in all things, and made his 
reign happy. But being elevated with proſperity, he 
attempteth to offer mcenſe {a function which —— 
ed to the prieſts alone) in the ſanctuary of the Lo 

and 4s immediately ſtrack with a keproſy, which he 
carries with him to the grave. A leffon to princes 
not to interfere with the offices of priefts. Joatham 
fon of Ozias is a good prince, and is /frengthened by 
the Lord, becauſe he had made bis ways right before 
the Lord bis God. But his fon Achaz Ahaz) is very 


wicked, and therefore very unhappy. His ſucceſſor 


Ezechias (Hezekiah) reſtores religion again, which 
His father had turned out of doors; he aboliſhes ido- 
latry, and ſtrongly invites all Iſrael to return to the 
Lord. God gives him his bleſſing, and works won- 
ders in his favor. His ſon Manaſſes is wicked be- 
yond all that had been before im. In puniſhment 


of his ſins, he falls into the hands of the Alfyrians, 


and is carried away in Chains to Babylon : where be- 
15 in the extremity of mifery, he enters into him- 
felf, and becomes a fincere penitent ; and praying to 
the Lord is brought back again to his kingdom; and 
relapfes no more into his former fins. His fon Amon 
imitating his fins, but not his repentance, within two 

| years 
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years falls a victim to the divine juſtiee, and is ſlain 
in his fins. His good fon Joſias purifies the land 
from all idolatry, repairs the temple, and renews the 
covenant with the Lord God, But after his death 
his ſucceſſors Joachaz, Joakim, Joachin and Sedeci- 
as, walk not in his footſteps ; but turning their backs 
upon the Lord, are delivered up by him into the 


hands of their enemies; and the people are carried 


eaptives to Babylon. 


A. 


— 


17 


1. ES DRAS or EZ RA. 


ls holy prieſt and doctor of the law relates 
e in the firſt ſix chapters, how after the ſeventy 


years captivity in Babylon, foretold by the prophet 
Jeremias, Cyrus king of the Perſians (to fulfil the 
propheſy of Ilaias.) In the firſt year of his reign, re- 
leaſed the people of God from their captivity, with 
licenſe to return, and to build the temple in Jeruſa- 
lem; and ordered the holy. veſſels to be reſtored to 
them, which Nabuchodonoſor had brought away from 
thence: and how the people returning (to the num- 
ber of forty two thouſand) under the conduct of Zo- 


robabel grandſon to king Jechonia+, and Joſue or Je- 


ſus the high prieſt, built an altar for the daily facri- 
fices, and laid the foundations of the temple ; but 
by the oppoſition of the - Samaritans were hindered 
from proceeding in the work, till the ſecond year of 
king Darius (the fon of Hyſtaſpes) when being en- 
couraged by the prophets Aggeus and Zacharias, and 
favored by the king, they went on with the build- 
ing, which they finiſhed in the ſixth year of the 
reign of the ſame king, and ſolemnly dedicated to the 
"NR : 1 
Chap. vii, and viii. Eſdras goeth up from Babylon 
to Jeruſalem to teach and aſſiſt the people, with a 


gracious 
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gracious decree of king Artaxerxes, (for nen 


gives glory and thanks to the Lord) and by faſting 


and praying he obtains of God a proſperous jouc- 
ney for himſelf and his companions. 1 

Chap. ix. When he comes to Jeruſalem he finds, 
that many of the people had tranſgreſſed by marrying 
with ſtrangers and unbelievers; which was forbidden 
by the law of the Lord; and was infiniteley pernici- 
ous in its conſequences. Now ſee. in what man- 
ner this zealous and charitable prieſt mourns for this 


their tranſgreſſion; with the confeſſion and prayer 


he makes on this occaſion. v. 3. &c. When I had 
heard this word, I rent my mantle, &c. and I fat 
down weeping. And there were aſſembled to me all 
that feared the God of Iſrael, becauſe of the tranſ- 
greſſion of them that were come from the captivity, 
and I fat ſorrowful until the evening ſacrifice. And 
at the evening facrifice---I fell upon my knees, and 
ſpread out my hands to the Lord my God, and ſaid: 
my God I am confounded and aſhamed to lift up my 
face to thee : for our iniquities are multiplied over 
our heads: and our fins are grown up even unto hea- 
ven, &c- and for our iniquities, we and our kin 


and our prieſts have been delivered---to the ſword, 


and to captivity, and to ſpoil, and to confuſion of 


face, as it is at this day. And now as alittle and for 


a moment, has our prayer been made before the Lord 
our God, to leave us a remnant---in his holy place, 
and thatour God would enlighten our eyes, and would 
give us a little life in our bondage, &c. And now O 
our God what ſhall we ſay after this? For we have 


forſaken thy commandments, (by taking ſtrange wives 


contrary to thy probibition)---Art thou then angry 
with us unto utter deſtruction, not to leave us a rem- 


nant to be ſaved? O Lord God of Iſrael thou art juſt: 


for we remain yet to be ſaved, as at this day. Behold 


we are (bere lying proſirate) before thee in our ſin, 


for there can be no ſtanding before thee in this matter.” 
| = Chriſtians, 
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Chriſtians, let theſe be your diſpoſitions ; as often as 
you have reaſon to apprehend the wrath of God is 
enkindled againſt you or yours by fin. 1 
Chap. x. v. 1. Now when Eſdras was thus pray- 
ing and beſeeching and weeping, and lying proſtrate 
before the temple of God, there was gather'd to 
him of Iſrael an exceeding great aſſembly---and the 
people wept with much lamentation, &c.” Happy 
tears, which by bringing on a thorough converſion, 
and a ſteady reſolution, confirmed by an oath, of a- 
mendment for the future, effectually turned away the 
wrath of God. In this example of Eſdras, praying, 
faſting and mourning for the people's tranſgreſſion, 
(v. 6.) every good prieſt may ſee what ought to be 
| his way of thinking and of acting when he ſees God 
offended by publick crimes ; more eſpecially of thoſe 
who are committed to his charge. And in this extra- 
ordinary caution of the law of God againſt marriages 
with thoſe of other nations, all Chriftians may ſee how 
diſagreeable to piety and religion are the marriages 
of the faithful with unbelievers, of any denomination 
whatſoever. F e 
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2. ESD RAS or NEHEMIAS. 
CA AP. i. Nehemias being cup-bearer to King 
Artaxerxes Longimanus, hearing the miſerable 
ſtate of his countrymen in Judea, lamenteth, 
faſteth, and prayeth to God for their relief. v. 4, 5. 
&c. © I ſat down, ſaith be, and wept and mourned 
for many days: and I faſted and prayed before the 
face of the God of heaven. And I faid: I beſeech 
thee, O Lord God ef heaven, ſtrong, great and ter- 
rible, who keepeft covenant and mercy with them 
that love thee and keep thy commandments : let thy 
ears be. attentive and thy eyes open, to hear the 


and 
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night and day for the children of Iſrael thy ſervants: 
and I confeſs the fins of the children of Iſrael by which 


they have fined againſt thee: I and my father's 


houſe have fined, we have been ſeduced by vanity, 
&c. Tet remember O Lord theſe are thy ſervants, and 
thy people, whom thou haſt redeemed, &c. I befeech 


thee, O Lord, let thy ear be attentive to the prayer 


of---thy ſervants, who deſire to fear thy name. And 


direct thy ſervant this day, and give him mercy before 


this man, (the King.) Chriſtians learn from this in- 
ſpired prayer, with what fervor and humility, you 
are to addreſs yourielves to the Lord, in your diſtreſ- 


ſes of foul or body, learn to join penance and con- 


ſeſſion of your ſins with your prayer on theſe occafi- 


ons, 


Chap. ii. Nehemias obtains a licenſe from the king 
to go, and rebuild the walls of Jeruſalem. Obſerve 


v. 4, 5- how at the ſame time, that he was making 


his requeſt to the king, he was praying in his heart to 


the God of heaven, and learn to do the like in all 


thou takeſt in hand: it will be the beſt means to ſuc 


ceed, by obtaining God's bleſſings on thy under- 


takings. | 
Chap. iii, iv, &c. The building of the walls is 
begun, carried on in ſpight of the oppoſition of all the 
neighbouring nations, and finiſhed in two and fifty 
days. all the enemies being obliged to acknowledge in 
this work the hand of God. (Nehem. vi. 16.) It is 
remarkable that the people of God on this occaſion 
fearing the aſſaults of their enemies, who were obſti- 
nately bent upon hindring the building, were obliged 


to have their arms with them, and ſometimes to build 


with one hand, and to hold their ſwords in the other. 
Chap. iv. 16, 17. Thus the Chriſtian, who is to build 
himfelt an eternal houſe, in ſpite of the oppoſition of 
the world, of the fleſh, and of the devil, muſt always 
carry about with him his ſpiritual arms to reſiſt all 
their aflaults, or his building will never advance. 

| H 2 | Chap. 
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Chap. v. Nehemias being made governour by the 

king, rebukes the nobles and the magiſtrates for their 

oppreſſing the poor, and for their taking uſury : and 
obliges them to ſwear that they will not go on in this 
guilt, but reſtore all they had taken. 

Chap. viii, Eſdras readeth the law in the hearing of 
all the people, during the octave of the feaſt of Ta- 
berpacles: they are moved to tears by hearing the 
word of God: but are comforted by Nehemias, and 
are exhorted to rejoice in the Lord. 

Chap. ix, and x. The people do penance for their 
fins, with faſting and ſackcloth. They make a ſolemn. 
public confeſſion of all God's benefit ts to their nation 
on the one hand; and of all their fins and ingratitude 
on the other: and enter into a covenant, to obſerve _ 
the law of God, and keep his commandments for the 
future, and to make proviſions for the houſe of God, 
and for his miniſters. To which covenant they all 


| ſubſcribe. 
Chap. xii. Deſcribes the ſolemnity of the dedication 


of the wall, and of the praiſes and ſacrifices offered 


to the Lord on that occaſion. And here comes in 
the ſucceſſion of the high prieſts from the releaſing of 
the captivity, down to Jeddoa. We ſhall add, in 
order to ſhew the ſucceſſion of the church, thoſe alſo 
that came after them, down to the time of the Ma- 

chabees: 1. Joſue or og 2. Joacim. 3: Fliaſib. 4. 
Joiada. 5. Jonathan. Jelac: ſuppoſed to be the 
Jaddys reverenced b 9 the great. 7. Onias 
1. 8. Simon ſon of Onias praiſed Ecclus. li. 9. Elea- 
Zar, who ſent the 72 interpreters to king Ptolemy. 
10. Onias it. I1. Simon ii. 12. Onias iii. praiſed. 2. 

Machab. iii. After whom the tyrant Antiochus intru- 
ded Jaſon, Menelaus, and Alcimus, under whom the 
temple was profaned ; which was purged by the Ma- 
chabees: whoſe deſcekdants were both high prieſts 


and princes till Herod's reign. < 
1 OBIAS 


Tobias, of the Brute. 77 


— 
2ü2ũ% 


TOBIAS or TosBir. 


C* HAP. i. Is recounted Tobias's early piety and 
charity: and Chap. ii. His diligence in burying 
the dead ; and his. patience under his blindneſs. v. 
13, 14. © He repined not againſt God---but continu- 
ed immoveable in the fear of God: giving thanks to 
God all the days of his life.“ Chriſtians, let us learn, 
under all our trials and afflictions, the like way of 
thinking, and ſpeaking. v. 18. We are, ſaid he, the 
children of Saints : (even of the Saint of Saints Chriſt 
Jeſus,) and look for that life which God will give to 
them, that never change their faith from bim And 
therefore we muſt endure temporal evils, for eternal 
rewards. 1 10 ; . 

| Chap. iii. v. 2, &c. Thou art juſt O. Lord, {ſaid 
Tobias in his prayer) and all thy judgments are juſt: 
all thy ways are mercy, and truth, and judgment. 
And now O Lord think of me, and take not revenge 
of my ſins, neither remember my offences, nor thoſe: 
of my parents. For we have not obeyed thy com- 
mandments, &c. O Lord great are thy judgments, 
becauſe we have not-done according to thy precepts, 
and have not walked ſincerely before thee.. And now , 
O Lord do with me according to thy will, &c... 
V. 13, &c-. * Bleſſed is thy name O God of our 
fathers (ſaid Sara the daughter of Raguel in the con- 
cluſion of her devotions,) who when thou haſt been, 
angry wilt ſhew mercy, and in the time of-tribulation: 
forgiveſk the fins of them that call upon. thee.. To 
thee, O- Lord, I turn my face; to thee Idire& my, 
eyes. Thou knoweſt, O Lord that I never coveted. 
a hufband,. and have kept my ſoul clean from all luſt. 
Never have joined myſelf with them that (<wantonly ). 
play. Neither have I made myſelf partaker with 
them. that walk. in lightneſs. But a huſband I con- 
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ſented to take, with thy fear not with my luſt. And 
either I was not worthy of them; or they perhaps 
were not worthy of me: becauſe perhaps thou haſt 
kept me for another man. For thy counſel is not in 
man's power. But this every one is ſure of that wor- 
ſhipeth thee; that his kie it it be under tryal, ſhall 
be crowned: andif it be under tribulation, it ſhall be 
delivered: and if it be under correction, it ſhall be 
allowed to come to thy mercy. For thou art not de- 
lighted in our being loſt : becauſe after a ſtorm thou 
makeſt a calm, and after tears and weeping thou pou- 


redſt in joyſulaeſs. Be thy name O God of Iirael - 


| bleſſed for ever O let us all enter into the ſenti- 
ments of theſe inſpired prayers. 
Chap. iv. v. 4, 6, &c. All the days of thy life 
have God in thy ming, feid Tobias to bis ſen, and 
take heed thou never conſent to ſin ; nor tranigreſs the 
commandments of the Lord our God. Give alms 
out of thy ſubſtance, and turn not away thy face from 
any poor perſon: for ſo it ſhall come to paſs that the 
face of the Lord ſhall not be turned from thee. Ae- 


cording to thy ability be merciful. If thou have much 


give abundantly: if thou have but little, take care 
even ſo to beſtow willingly a little. For thus thou 


ſtoreſt up to thyſelf a good reward for the day of ne- 


ceſſity:'For ales deliver from all ſin, and from death, 
and wilt not ſuffer the ſaul to go into darkneſ:— Take 
heed to keep thyſelf, my ſon from all fornication, &c. 
Never ſuffer pride to reign in thy mind, or in thy 


words, for from it all perdition took its beginning 


See thou never do to another, what thou wouldſt 
hate to have done te thee by another, &c. Seek 
counſel always of a wiſe man. - Bleſs God at all times 
and deſire of Him to direct thy ways, and that all thy 
counſels may abide in him.--Fear not my ſon: we lead 
indeed a poor life, but we ſhalt have many good things 
if wefear God, and depart from fin, andido that which 
is good.” 80 far the inftruQions of holy 9 
8 955 is 
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his ſon: worthy to be engraved in the hearts of all 

Chriſttans. 53, 

Chap. vi. v. 16, &c. * I will ſhew thee, /aid the 
Angel to young Tobias, who they are over whom the 
devil can prevail. For they whoin ſuch manner re- 
ceive matrimony as to ſhut out God from themſelves 
and from their mind, and to give themſelves to their 

 luft as the horſe and mule which have not underſtan- 

ing; over them the devil hath power. But thou ſhakt 
take the virgin with the fear of the Lord, moved ra- 
ther for love of children, than for Juſt, that in the 
ſeed of Abraham thou mayſt obtain bleſſing in chil- 
dren.” O that all married people wouldever remem- 
ber thefe heavenly documents. 3 

Cbap. viii. v. 5. We are the children of Saints, 
and we muft not be joined together like heathens 
that know not God.“ O Chriſtians remember theſe 
leſſons. „ 

Chap. xi. v. 7. Raphael faid to Tobias: As 
ſoon as thou ſhalt come into thy houſe, forthwith a- 
dore the Lord thy God: and giving thanks to him, 
go to thy father and Kiſs him. And imrnediately a- 
noint his eyes, &c. and thy father ſhall ſee the light 
of heaven.“ See my foo}, bow the firſt thing to be 
done was to worſhip and give thanks to God: do. 
thou the like in ali thy undertakings. | + 

_ Chap. xii- v. 6, &c. Bleſs ye the God of heaven, 
ſaid the Angel. Give glory to him in the fight of all 
that live: becauſe he hath ſhewert his mercy to you. 
For it is good to hide the ſecret of a king: but ho- 

norable to reveal and confeſs the works of God. 
Prayer is good with faſting and alms, more than to 
lay up treaſures of gold: for alms deltrereth from 
death --purgeth away ſins, and maketh to-find merey 
and life everlaſting- But they that commit ſin and 

. hiquity are enemies to their own ſoul.---When thou 

didſt pray with tears, and didſt bury the dead, and 

didſt leave thy dinner, &c. I offered thy prayers to 
| | the 
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the Lord. And becauſe thou waſt acceptable to God, 
it was neceſſary that temptation Ctribulation) ſhould 
prove thee: And now the Lord hath ſent me to heal 
thee, &c. For I am the Angel Raphael, one of the 
ſeven who ſtand: before the Lord---Peace be to you, 
fear not. When I was with you, I was there by the 
will of God: bleſs ye him, and ſing praiſes to him. 
I ſeemed: indeed to eat and drink with you: but I uſe 
an inviſible meat and drink, which cannot be ſeen by 
men. It is time therefore that I return to him that 
ſent me: but bleſs ye God, and publiſh all his won- 
derful works. So far theſe documents truly worthy. 
of an Angel. | N 
See Chap. xiii. v. 12. The canticle of praiſe by 
Tobias ſenior. _ FC 


** 


JupiTH. 


HIS book contains the hiſtory of the delive- 

1 ry of the people of God from impending ruin 
by the holy widow Judith.. e 

© Chap. viii v. 22, & c. Remember how our fa- 
ther Abrabam was tempted, and being proved by 
many tribulations was made the friend of God: ſo 
Iſaae, ſo Jacob, fo Moſes, and all that have pleaſed 
God, have paſſed throꝰ many tribulations, remaining 
faithful. But they that did not receive the trials, with 
the fear of cy fact but uttered their impatience, 
and murmuring againſt the ord: were deſtroyed by 
the deſtroyer, and periſhed by ſexpents. As for us 
therefore eſteeming theſe things to be leſs.than-our 


uns deſerve, let us believe that theſe ſcourges of the 


Lord, with which like ſervants we are chaſtized, have 
happened for our amendment, and not for our de- 
- firuction.”* So far holy Judith, in her diſcourſe to the 


c 


* 
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ancients of Bethulia, encouragi them to patience, 
and confidence in God, NEW 1 : 


_ * Chap. x. v. 16. Thy power, O Lord, is notin 


a multitude, {ſaid ſbe in ber prayer to the Lord) nor 
is thy pleaſure in the ſtrength of horſes, nor from the 
beginning have the proud been acceptable to thee: 
but the prayer of the humble and meek hath always 
pleafed thee.” O teach us, Lord, to be meek and 
humble: and we ſhall have nothing to fear: for thou 
wilt be ever with the meek and humble. | 

Chep. xiii. v. 6, &c. Judith ſtood before the 
bed {of Fiolofernes) praying with tears, and the mo- 
tion of her lips in fence, ſaying : ſtrengthen me 
O Lord God of Iſrael : and in this hour look on the 
works of my hands, &c. v. 9. She took him by the 
hair of his head, and ſid: ſtrengthen me O Lord 
God at this hour.” See my ſoul, from whence thou 
art to expect, and to call for ſtrength in all thy under- 
takings. v. 13. Open the gates, ſaid Judith, for 
the Lord is with us. v. 17. Praiſe ye the Lord our 
God, who hath not forſaken them that hope in him. 
v. 21. Give all of you glory to him, becauſe he is 
good. becauſe his mercy endureth for ever. v. 22. 
And they all adored the Lord, &c.“ Thus ought we to 
ſay: thus ought we to do: whenever God is pleaſed 
to ſhew us favor: and thus to give all glory to him 
alone for ever. Fj f 


ESTHER. 


HIS book ſhews forth in a particular manner 
| the wonders of God's Providence in favor of 
his people: in delivering them from utter deſtruction, 
by the means of queen Eſther and her unele Mardo- 


chai. : 
Chap. 
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Chap. xiii. v. 9, &c. The prayer of Mardochai. 
© O Lord, Lord, Almighty King; for all things are 
in thy power, and there is none that can reſiſt thy 
will, if thou determine to ſave Iſrael. Thou haſt 
made heaven and earth, &c. Thou art Lord of all, 
and there is none that can refiſt thy majeſty. Thou 
knoweſt all things, &c. And now O Lord, O King, 
O God of Abraham have mercy on thy people---de- 
ſpiſe not thy portion, which thou haſt redeemed---be 
merciful to thy lot and inheritance---that we may live 
and praiſe thy name O Lord, and ſhut not the mouths 


of them that ſing to thee.” O let the people of God 
ever pray in this manner, in the time of perſecution, 


or tribulation. © It 5 | | 

Chap. xiv. The prayer of Eſther. v. 3, & c. O my 
Lord, who alone art our King- we have ſinned in thy 
ſight, and therefore thou haſt delivercd us. into the 
hands of our enemies thou art juſt O Lord, &c. v. 


11. Give not O Lord, thy ſcepter to them that are not 


(viz. idols and falſe gods) Remember O Lord, and ſhew 
thyſelf to us, in the time of our tribulation, & c. v. 15, 
c&c. Thou knoweſt that I hate the glory of the wicked 
--that I abonunate the ſign of my pride and glory, 
which is upon my head in the days of my public ap- 
pearance, & c. and that thy handmaid hath never re- 
joiced, fince I was brought hither, unto this day, but 
in thee O Lord.” O how true it is that there is no- 
thing in this miſerable world capable of giving true 
joy to the foul, but the love and ferviceof God! And 
that all things elſe are diſtaſtful, to the ſoul that has 
begun to reliſh God. | | 


* 


— — 
2 


HAP. i. v. 20, 21. © Job ſell down upon the 


ground and worſhipped, and faid : (upon recei- 
ving the news of bis hoſſes) Naked came I out of my 


mother's 


+ a tr, pd a 
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mother's womb, & c. the Lord: gave, and the Lord 
hath taken away: as it hath pleaſed the Lord, ſo it is 
done: bleſſed be name of the Lord. 

Chap. ii. v. 10. If we have received good things 
at the hand of God, why ſhould we not receive evil!* 
Chriſtians, let theſe be alſo our ne in all our 
lofles, and fuffermgs. © 

Chap. iv. v. 17, &c. © Shall man be juſtified i in 
compariſon of God. --Behold they that ſerve him are 


not ſteadfaſt, and in his angels he found wickedneſs. 


How much more ſhall they that dwell in houſes of 
clay, be conſumed as with the moth.“ O how-ſhalla 
frail mortal dare to lift up his head by pride, when 
he conſiders the judgments of God 

Chap.'v. v. 6, &c. © Nothing upon earth is done 
without a cauſe: and forrow doth not ſpring out of 
the ground. Man is born to labor, and the bird to 
fly.-- Wherefore I will pray to the Lord--who doth 
great things, and unſearchable, and wonderful things 


without number.--Who bringeth to nought the de- - 
ſigns of the malignant--who catcheth the wiſe in their 
craftineſs'; and diſappointeth the counſel of the wick- 
ed: They ſhall meet with darkneſs in the day, &c. 
Bleſſed is the man, whom God correcteth: refuſe 
not therefore the chaſtizing of the Lord, &c. At- 


tend my ſoul to theſe excellent leſſons, of conformit 
to the will of God, fubmiſſion to his chaſtiſements, 
and confidence i in iin. 


Chap. vii. v. 1. The life. of man upon earth is 


2 v.16, Spare me for my days are i 
17. What is 'a man that thou ſhouldſt magnify 
kim? or why doſt thou ſet thy heart upon him? v. 


20. I have fined ; what ſhall I do to thee, O keeper | 
of men? Why haſt thou ſet me oppoſit to thee; and 


I am become burthenſom to myſelf, &c.“ 0 my 
foul, thou haft taken up arms againſt thy God by thy 
ſins, and therefore he has ſet thee oppoſit to him; 
| and 
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and all things go againſt thee. But fling down thy 
arms: and he will turn to thee again. | 

Chap. viii. v. 9. © We are but of yeſterday, and 
are ignorant that our days upon earth are but a ſhadow, 
v. 13. The hope of the hypocrit ſhall periſh : v. 14. 
His folly ſhall not pleaſe him; and his truſt ſhall be 


like the ſpiders web, &c.* O how vain then is he that 
truſts in mortals. ' 


Chgp. ix. v. 2, &c. 1 | know it is oz and 


that man cannot be juſtified compared with God. If 
he will contend with him he cannot anſwer one for a 
thouſand.- Who hath (ever ). reſiſted him and hath had 
peace? (No, my foul there is no peace for them that 


are at war with God.) v. 26. I feared all my works, 


knowing that thou didſt not ſpare the offender O 
let this wholeſom fear guard us againſt all fin. 

_ Chap. x. v. 21. 22. Before I go, and return no 
more, to a land that is dark, and covered with the 
miſt of death: a land of miſery and darkneſs, where 
the ſhadow of death, and no order, but everlaſting 
horror dwelleth.” O the diſmal region of the ſecond 
death! K-epus dear Lord from that land of miſery. 
_ Chap. xiv. u. 1, 2, &c. * Man born of a woman, 
living for a ſhort time is filled with many miſeries: 
who cometh forth like a flower, and is deſtroyed ; 
and fleeth as a ſhadow, and never continueth in the 
ſame ſtate, and doſt thou think it meet to open thy 


eyes upon ſuch a one, and to bring him into judg- 


ment with thee ? Who can make him clean that is 
conceived of unclean feed? Is it not thou, who only 
art? The days of man are ſhort, and the number of 
his months is with thee: thou haſt appointed his 
bounds, which cannot be paſſed, &c. Lord, do 
thou keep us always in thy hands : for of ourſelves 
we are nothing but miſery and fin : Do thou prepare 
us for thy mercy, or we ſhall be miſerable for ever. 
Chap. xvii. v. 3. Deliver me O Lord, and ſet 


me beſide thee; and let any man's hand fight againſt 
— DW” me.” 


Job. Hof the BiBLE. 85 
me.“ Yea Lord, be thou only with me, and Iſhall 
not fear, thoughall the world ſhould ſtand up againſt 
Chap. xix. v. 21. Have pity on me, have pi 
on me; at leaſt you my friends: becauſe the hand of 
the Lord hath touched me. v. 25, &c. I know that 
my Redeemer liveth, and in the laſt day, I ſhall riſe 
out of the earth :---And I ſhall be clothed again with 
my ſkin, and in my fleſh I ſhall ſee my God. Whom 
I myſelf ſhall ſee, and my eyes ſhall behold, and not 
another, this my hope is laid np in my Boſom.“ O 
happy Reſurrection of the juſt to eternal life! 
O let my ſoul have a ſhare in this happineſs. 
1 5 Chap. xxl. v. 13, 14. They ſpend their days 
in wealth (in bonrs) and in a moment they go down 
to hell: who have ſaid to God, depart from us, we 
| deſire not the knowledge of thy ways. And Chap. xxiv. 
| v. 13. They have been rebelious to the light. O! 
Keep us Lord, from being ſo miſerable. 6 
6 Chap. xxvi. v. 1, &c. Hell is naked before him 
| and there is no covering for deſtruction. He ſtretcheth 
out the north over the empty ſpace, and hangeth the 
| earth upon nothing. He bindeth up the waters in his 
clouds, &c. v. 10, &c. He hath ſet bounds about 
; the waters, till light and darkneſs come to an end. 
The pillars of heaven tremble at his beck. By his 
7 power the ſeas are ſuddenly gathered together : and 
his wiſdom has ſtruck the proud one. His ſpirit has 
adorned the heavens : and his artful hand has brought 
forth the winding ſerpent, &c.* O great God, how 
wonderful are all thy works! O let the whole creation 
praiſe thee for ever. A 75 SITTING 
Chap. xxvil. v. 19. The rich man when he ſhall 
ſleep (in death) ſhall take away nothing with him : 
be ſhall open his eyes, and find nothing.” O ſet not 
thy heart then upon any of theſe things which thou 
can'ſt not take away with thee : but on the ever living 
God, thy true and ſovereign good, 
S | T Chap. 
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Chap. xxvili. v. 12. Where is wiſdom to be 
found, &c. Man knoweth not the price thereof: 
neither is it found in the land of them that live in de- 
lights. (Mark this O ye lovers of pleaſure) The fi- 


neſt gold ſnhall not purchaſe it,--Neither ſhall any veſ- 


ſel of gold be changed for it. High and eminent things 
ſhall. not be mentioned in compariſon of it. Whence 
then cometh wiſdam ? -God underſtandeth the way 
of it, - And he hath ſaid to man: Behold the fear of 
the Lord, is wiſdom; and to depart from evil is un- 
—— Lord teach us this true heavenly wiſ- 

m. 

Chap. xxxi. v. I, &c- © I made a covenant with 
my eyes (./ays Jab ſpeaking of the time of his proſperity 
that I would not ſo much as think upon a virgin. For 
what part ſnould God above have in me (if guilty in 
this kind, ) Doth not he conſider my ways, and num- 
ber all my ſteps? If I have walked in vanity and my 
foot hath made haſte to deceit, let him weigh me in 
a juſt. balance, &c. Whai ſhall I do, when God ſhall 
riſe to judge? And when he ſhall examin, what 
ſhall I anſwer him, & c From my infancy mercy 
grew up with me: and it came out with me from 
my mother's womb, &c.* Chriſtians, let us embrace 
this early piety, charity, and purity, of this great ſer- 
vant.of God, and conform.ourſelves to. it in the prac- 
tice of our life. 155 

Chap. xxxiii. v. 20, &c. © The penitent ſiner 
ſhall. pray to God, and he will be gracious to him, 
he ſhall ſee his face with joy.--He ſhall look upon 
men, and ſhall ſay; I have ſined, and indeed I have 
_ offended, and I have not received what I have deſerved.” 
O how juſt it is that we ſhould both think and ſpeak 
in this manner whenſoever we are viſited with the 
ſcourges of God. | 

Chap. xxxiv. v. 21, 22. God's eyes are upon 

the ways of men, and he conſidereth all their ſteps: 
There is no darkneſs; and there is no ſhadow of ber. 
| | where 
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where they may be hid who work iniquity.” Siners 
do you think of theſe truths, when you are commit- 
ing high treaſon againſt the almighty. 

Chap. xxxvi. v. 22, &c. © Behold God is high 
in his ſtrength: and none is like him among the lau- 
givers. Who can ſearch out his ways? Or who 
can ſay to him thou haſt wrought'iniquity ? Remem- 
ber that thou knoweſt not his work, concerning 
which men have ſung. Alf men ſee him; every one 
beholdeth afar off. Behold God is great, excecding our 
knowledge: the number of his years is ineftimable. 
He lifteth up the drops of rain, &c.” O let all his 
works give glory to him. 

Chap. xxxvili. v. 4, &c. © Where waſt thou 
when Haid the foundations of the earth,--When the 


morning ſtars praiſed me together, and all the ſons of 


God (the Angels) made a joyſul melody? Who ſhut 
up the fea, &c. I ſet my beunds around it, and made 
it bars and doors; And I ſaid, hitherto thou ſhalt 
come, and ſhalt go no further; and here thou ſhalt 
break thy. ſwelling waves.“ O my ſoul praiſe and 
magnify the Lord for ever, for al his wonderful 
works. N | 

Chap. xli. v. 25. He (Leviathan myſlically the 
devil) is king over all the children of pride.” O keep 


us, Lord, by thy humility, from ever being ſlaves to 
this abominable king.  :. 


ne COINS 


PSALMS. 


SALM i: * Bleſſed is the man, who hath not 
walked in the counſel of the ungodly, &c. But 
his whole will is in the Law of the Lord, and on his 
law he ſhall meditate day and night; and he ſhall be 
like a tree, which is planted near the running waters, 
which ſhall bring forth its fruit in due ſeaſon : and 
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his leaf ſhall not fall off, and all whatſoever he ſhall 
do ſhall proſper. Not ſo, the wicked, not ſo: but 
like the duſt which the wind driveth from the face 
of the earth--for the way of the wicked ſhall periſh.” 
O how happy then are all they whoſe whole heart and 
ſou] is ever ſet upon the law and commandments of 
the Lord ! And how miſerable indeed are all the chil- 
dren of iniquity ! 3 
Pjalm, ii. Why have the nations of the Gentiles, 
raged and the people of the Fervs deviſed vain things-- 
againſt the Lord, and againſt his anointed Jeſus Chriſt? 
Saying : Let us break their bonds aſunder, and let us 
calt away their yoke from us ;? by refuſing to ſubmit 
to their laws, and by bringing their ſpiritual kingdom 
(the church) to nought. He that dwelleth in heaven 
ſhall laugh at all theſe their projects; and ſhall ſpeak 
to them in bis anger, by executing his ſevereſt judg- 
ments againſt theſe enemies, and perſecutors of his 
truth. © But I, /arth our Redeemer, am appointed 
king by him (by God the Father ) over Sion his holy 
mountain, tbe church, preaching his goſpel and pub - 
liſhing his holy Iaw and commandments.” * The Lord 
hath ſaid to me: Thou art my ſon in this day of eter- 
nity have I begotten thee. (O the great king indeed ! ) 
Aſk therefore of me (for nothing ſball be denied thee ) 
and I will give thee the nations of the Gentiles for thy 
inheritance and the utmoſt parts of the earth for thy 
poſſeſſion,” by the ſpiritual conqueſt, that is, by the 
converſion of the heathens in all parts of the earth.-- 
Therefore O ye kings give ear, and under/iand what 
is for your true wel fare, both for time and eternity; 
and inſtead of oppoſing the reign of Chriſt by faith 
and grace, receive his inflruftions, and ſubmit to his 
laws: yea ſerve yethe lord with fear of his offence, and 
rejoice unto bim with trembling at his awful majeſty : 
Embrace alfo his ſon, and his heavenly diſcipline, le 
the Lord be angry, and you periſh eternally : O bleſſed 
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are all they that truſt in the Son of God! See my ſoul 
thou put thy whole confidence in him. f 

Pſalm. iii. Why, O Lord, are they multiplied 
that affli& me, & c.“ faith the ſou], that like David, 


| fleeing from Abſalom, or like Chriſt in his paſſion, 


ſees herſelf ſurrounded with enemies viſible or invifi- 
ble; and finds no other refuge but in her God. To him 
then ſne runs (in ſpite of all that they can ſay or do, to 
terrify her or to diſcourage herz) as to her moſt pow- 
erful proteclor, and her glory, who lifteth up ber bead 
by his | heavenly grace, and who will not fail in his 
good time to make her victorious over them all. 
With this confidence ſhe cries io the Lord with the 
voice of ber heart, in fervent prayer: and ſheis Heard 


by bim from his holy temple above: with this confidence 


ſhe lays herſelf down to ſleep, and takes ber reſt under 
his wings ; and riſes again ſecure, being lifted up by 
him. (This alludeth to Chriſt our Lord's ſleeping in 
death on the bed of the crofs,. and his riſing again on 
the third day.) And ſhe aſſuredly pronounces that Sal- 
vation and deliverance is of the Lord, and that bis 
bleſſing ſhall never fait'to be with his people, that is, 
with them who fear him and love him. 

Pſalm. iv. When I called upon my God, the God 
whois the ſource of all my juſtice, has ever heard me: 
when I was in diſtreſs, he has ever been my helper 
and my deliverer :* Yes my God, thou baſt ever enlar- 
ged me. And I beſeech thee, ſtill to have mercy on 
me, and to hear my prayer. But Oye ſons of men, 
who turn your backs upon God, how miſerably do 
you deceive yourſelves, to yeur own — O 
how long will you let your hearts be weighed dotun to 
the earth! O why are you in love with vanity, the 
vain, empty, foolifh toys of the world? Why do you 
purſue after meer hes and delufions? O know the 
perverſity of your proceedings by refleQing on the 


wonders the Lord bath wrought in favor of Chriſt 


bis boly one: and which he ever works in favor of 
| 13 them 
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them that love him; being ever ready to hear them 
when they cry unto him. Be angry then, and conceive 
a- juſt indignation againſt the error and folly of your 
ways; and ſee you fin no more : and as for all that you 
have been ' guilty of, even in the ſecret thoughts, and 
miſplaced affections of your hearts, be ſorry for them, 
and bewail them, in the ſolitude and retirement of 
your bed-chambers. And for the time to come offer 
up to your God the ſacrifice of juſtice, by a holy life; 
and put your whole truſt in the Lord--who will ſbew 
you his good things; who will let theTight of bis coun- 

tenance ſhine upen you, and will giveg/adneſs to your 
beart : that you may ſay with-the prophet : In peace 
in the ſelf ſame, I will fleep and take my reſt : for out 


of God there is no peace; but toil and labor, con- 


ſuſion and ary, 
- P/alm. v. Give ear O Lord to my words: O 
take notice of my cry to thee. Hearken I beſeech thee 


to the voice of my prayer, O thou that art my king 


and my God. For to thee will I pray: O Lord, in 
tbe morning thou ſhalt hear my voice: yea in the 
morning early I will preſent myſelf before thee, {by 
mental prayer,) and in the light of thy truth, will 
behold and conſider hotu much all iniquity is contrary 
O my God to thy moſt boly wille And that the wicked: 
ſhall never dwell near thee; nor the unjuſt abide be- 
fore thy eyes. For thou hateſt all the workers of i- 
niquity; and will bring to nought all 75e followers of 
lies: yea the Lord abhoreth every man that is bloody 


minded and deceitful. (O keep us dear Lord from all 


theſe deadly evil.) But as for me puting my whole truſt 
in the multitude of thy mercies, I will come daily in- 
to thy houſe the houſe of prayer, and J will there wor- 
ſhip proſtrating myſelf before thy holy tabernacle, 


and will implore thy aſſiſtance, with fear and trembling. 
Da tbon conduct me O Lord in the paths of thy ju- 


ſtice; becauſe of my enemies, that ſurround me, do thou 
direct my way in thy ſight. and under thy protection 4 
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O let not any of their plots and devices againſt my ſoul 
ſucceed: but according to the multitude of their wicks 
edneſſes, ſtand thou up againſt them, and caſ them 
out, that they may have no power over me - for tis 
thy own cauſe O Lord, and they are continually pro- 
voking thee in the unjuſt war they are waging againft 
me. But as for all them that put their truſt in thee, 
let them be glad: and rejoice in thee : yea they ſhall 
rejoice for ever in the eternal enjoyment of — and 
thou ſbalt dwell in tbem, filling them with thyſelf, 
and inebriating them with the plenty of thy houſe for 
endleſs ages. And all they that love the glory of thy 
name, ſball glory eternally in thee : for thou, O Lord 


wilt always bleſs the juſt man: yea thou ſhalt ever be 


his ſhield to protect him and his crown to reward him. 
O my ſoul, learn thou to pray thus earneſtly to thy 
God; with the like ſenſe of his power, goodneſs and 
mercy; and the like confidence in him. Hear now 


the prayer of a penitent ſinner. 


 P/alm. vi. O Lord, rebule me not ub Gb 
the dreadful ſentence of eternal damnation) nor chaf- 


tize me in thy wrath, by inflicting on me the rigorous 


judgments of thy avenging juſtice which my ſins have 


deſerved. But have mercy on me O Lord, for I am 
a weak, frail mortal, ſick to death in fin : 'beal me O 
Lord for all my bones are. troubled, and quake for 
fear. And my foul is troubled exceedingly : = but thou O 
Lord baw long wilt thou delay to take pity on my mi- 
ſery, and to deliver me from my ſins. O turn to me 
O Lord, and deliver my foul ; O fave me for thy mer- 
cy's ſake, from the ſecond death, and from hell : for 
there is no one in that unhappy region of death that 
remembers to praiſe thee : or that ſhall confeis and give 
glory to thee in bell. Behold O Lord, I have labor- 


ed in my groaning through the ſenſe I have of — 
7 


ſins : nor ſhall I ceaſe to bewail them: every n 
1 will waſh my bed, I will water my couch with my 
tears. My eye is troubled thre . * | 
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to ſee the long continuance of my ſins; and that / 
bave even grown old among ſi all theſe unhappy ene- 
mies of my ſoul. But O it ſhall be no longer fo: 
No let all theſe workers of iniquity (the devil, the 
world and the fleſh) depart far from me: for the lord has 
been pleaſed to bear the loud voice of my weeping : yea 
the Lord hath beard my ſupplication: the Lord bath 
received my Prayer: all glory be to his name. Let 
then all theſe my enemies, that are ſtill obſtimately 
bent on drawing me into ſin to my eternal perdition, 
Be confounded and very much troubled and terrified, in 
their attempts upon my ſoul : let them be ſpecdily put 
to flight with ſhame and confuſion, | 
Pſalm viii. O Lord, our God, how admirable is thy 
name in the whole earth! For thy magnificence, thy 
almighty power, manifeſted by thy wondrous works, 
thy majeſty. and thy glory) is elevated above the hea: 
vent. O let all heaven and earth then give perpetual 
glory to thy name. For [will bebold thy beavens--the 
aworks of thy bands, the fun, themoon and the 4 
awbich thou baſt founded : and being raviſhed with the 
contemplation of thy glorious works, ſhall be forced 
to cry out with aſtoniſhment. O what is man, that 
thou art mindful of bim? Or the ſon of man tbat tbou 
viſiteſt bim? And viſiteſt him in ſuch a wonderful 
manner, as not only to ſet bim over all thy works: 
but by the incarnation of thy ſon, todignify him ſo 
far as to unite him to thyſelf, ' O let the whole uni- 
verſe then glorify for ever thy moſt holy name. 
Pſalm xiv. © Lord, who ſhalt dwell in thy eternal 
tabernacle? or who ſhall reſt with thee in-thy.holy hill 
the heavenly Sion? Surely none but he-who walketh 
without the blemiſh of deadly fin, and who not only 
believeth but worketh juſtice: he that is ſincere and up- 
right in bis words, who ſpeaketh truth in his heart, 
and from his beart; and who uſeth no deceit in his 
tongue: who hath done no evil to his neighbour ; nor 


taken up a reproach againſt bim, by injurious y-_ 
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raſh judgments, or detractions: who hath no reſpect 
to the perſon of the malignant : but glorifieth them 
that fear the Lord, who ſweareth to his neighbour, 
and deceiveth not, who hath not put out his money 
to uſury, nor taken bribes againſt the innocent : O 
he that doth theſe things and walketh in ibis lovely path 
of virtue and juſtice, ſhall not be moved for ever :? 
but ſhall dwell in the houſe of God, and ſee his glory 
for evermore. 5 

Pſalm xv. O Lord, be thou my keeper, ſor 1 
have put my hole truſt in thee; I have ſaid io the 
Lord, thou art my God, and my all, without whom 
I can do nothing, and thou haſt no need of my goods; 
thou haſt no want of me, nor f any thing that is mine: 
but I have always need of tlee. -The Lord is the por- 
tion of my inheritance, and of my cup (happy portion 
indeed) it is thou that wilt reſtore my inheritance to 
me, in the land of the living: the lines of my lot are 
fallen unto me in goodly places, the everlaſiing greens 
of the beavenly paradiſe : for my inheritance is goodly 
to me. I will bleſs the Lord, and give glory ts bim, 
who hath given me 2bis underſtanding--1 ſet the Lord 
always in my fight by a perpetual ſenſe of his preſence 
and of bis protection, for he is always at my right 
hand 1 keep me that I may not be moved. In this 
confidence in my God, my heart hath been glad, and my 
tongue hath rejoiced, moreover alſo my fleſh ſhall 


reſt in _ (here the prophet ſpeaks in the perſon of 


Chriſt, after bis paſſion and death, repoſing in bis ſe- 
pulcbre, in expectation of a ſpeedy reſurrection. Ads 
li. 25. ) Becauſe thou wilt not leave my ſoul in hell 
nor wilt thou give thy holy one to ſee corruption. 
Thou haſt made known to me the ways of life, (by 
my reſurrection on the third day to a life that ſhall know 
ro deatb,) thou ſhalt fill me with joy with thy coun- 
tenance, (in thy heavenly kingdom, placed at my aſcen- 


fron) at thy right band, in delights that ſhall have 
no end. 


Pſalm 
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Halm xvii. I will love thee O Lord, my ſtrength: 
yea the Lord is my firmament, my refuge and my 
deliverer: my God is my helper, and in him will F 
put my truſt. My protector, - my ſalvation and my 
ſuppert. I will praiſe the Lord, and I will call up- 
on him, and I-ſhall be ſaved from my enemies. The 
ſorrows of death ſurrounded me, and the torrents of 
iniquity- encompaſſed me, and- in my affliction I call- 
ed upon the Lord, and I cried to my God: and he 
heard my voice from his holy temple, &c. He bow- 
ed the heavens and came down--He ſent from on high 
and took me--hedelivered me from my enemies, &c.” 
O learn, my ſoul; the like love of thy God, and the 
like confidence in him, and fervor in thy addreſſes to 
him: and he will alſo deliver thee from all thy enemies. 
But remember what the prophet adds: that with the' 
holy the Lord will be holy : and that he will ſave the 
bumble people, and bring down the eyes of the proud: 
and if thou deſireſt to be ſaved, learm to be holy and to 
be humble. 1 

Halm xuiii. The heavens ſhew forth the glory. 
of God; and the firmament (with all its bright ſtars) 
declareth the work of his hands: dayafter day-ſpeaks 
aloud bis praiſes : and night after night makes known 
bis wonders. There are no ſpeeches or languages 
(no. nations of men ſo remote and barbarous) where 
theſe voices of the beavens giving continnal glory to God 
are not heard, and under ſtood: for their ſound hath 
gone forth into all the earth, and their words unto- 
the ends of the world.“ O my ſoul ſee thou ever at- 
tend to the voice of the whole creation, in- 
viting thee to glorify the great creator; and join with 
the whole univerſe in praiſing thy God, not only by 
thy voice: but much mere-by. thy heart, and by thy 
life, by thy love and by thy obedience to his holy law 
and commandments. Now hear what the Spirit of 

God has delivered in this. Pſalm, in praiſe of this de- 
votion to the law, and to the commandments m—_ 
| Ora 


Pſalms. of the BiBLY: 95 


Lord; and of the happy fruits, which grow on this 
bleſſed tree. The law of the Lord is without ſpot, 
pure and beautiful, and has a wonderful efficacy in 
converting ſouls from ſin to God: the teſtimony of the 
Lord is faithful, in all it propoſes, and in all it pro- 
miſes, and it giveth the trueſt wiſdom to little ones, 
who meekly and humbly ſubmit their necks to its 
ſweet yoke. The juſtices of the Lord are ever right, 
agreeable to the ſovereign reaſon, and they rejoice the - 
hearts of all them that embrace them: the command. 
ment of the Lord is lightſom, enlightening the eyes of 
the foul, with. divine truths. The fear of the Lord is 
Holy, and makes them &oly that obſerve it, and endures 
with them for ever and ever > the judgments of the 
Lord are true as coming from.the eternal Truth and 
juſtice; and are juſtified in themſelves carrying with 
.them their own evidence. They are more amiable 
and deſirable than gold and precious flones or all the trea- 
ſures of the earth: and ſweeter to the palate of the 
ſoul than bony and the. bony-comb. O my ſoul that 
we could add with the prophet : For tby ſervant keep- 
eth them, and in keeping them there is great reward, 
both here for the preſent life, and hereafter for eter- 
nity. But alas! who can ſufficiently under ſtand and 
know his fins. O from my ſecret ones cleanſe me 
O Lord: and for thoſe of others ſpare thy ſervant--- 
O Lord my helper and my redeemer.? 

Pſalm xxi. Contains a propheſy. of the paſſion of 
Chriſt, and the converſion of the Gentiles. © O 
God my God, fays our Redeemer, look upon me, 
Why haſt thou forſaken me? Ob / far from my ſal- 
vation are the words of my ſins.” (Yes theſe fins, 
which I have taken upon me to expiate, by my blood 
remove thee far from me.) * Therefore O my God, 
I ſhall cry by day and thou wilt not hear, & c. And 
yet thou dwelleſt in the holy place (even in this ſanc- 
tuary within my ſoul) thou who art he praiſe and the 
glory of Iſrael. In thee have our fathers N 

| thou 
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thou haſt delivered them (out of alt tbeir tribulations:) 
They cried to thee, and they were ſaved: they truſt- 
ed in thee, and were not confounded. But I am a 
worm, and no man : the reproach of men, and the 
outcaſt of the people. All they that ſaw me have 
laughed me to ſcorn, &c. O Bleſſed be be that bas 
thus humbled himſelf for the love of us From my 
mother's womb thou art my God: O depart not 
from me: for tribulation is very near; for there is 
none to help me. (Let us call thus upon our God in 
the time of trials and tribulations.) For many dogs have 
encompaſſed me, &c. They have dug my hands and 
feet: they have numbred all my bones, and they 
have looked and ſtared upon me: They parted my 
garments amongſt them; and upon my veſture they 
caſt lots. (O ſweet Feſur bow much 55 thou ſuffered 
* for my * !) Twill declare thy name to my brethren 

---(O happy are we in ſuch a brother I) Ye that 
fear the Lord praiſe him---let all the feed of Iſrael 
(tbe whole church of God) fear him---with thee is my 
praiſe in a great church.---The poor ſhall eat, and 
ſhall be filled, (in a happy banguet prepared for them 
by the paſſion of the Son of Ged) and they ſhall praiſe 
the Lord that ſeek him: their hearts (ful! of love for 
him) ſhall live for ever and ever. All the ends of 
the earth ſhall remember, and ſhall be converted to 
the Lord.---For the kingdom i is the Lord's, and he 
ſhall have dominion over the nations. All the fat 
ones of the earth have eaten, and have adored (in the 
euchariſtic ſacrifice and ſacrament) all they that go 
down to the earth, ſhall fall before him. And to 
him my ſoul ſhall live, &c. And the heavens ſhall 
ſhew forth his juſtice, to a people that ſhall be 
born, which the Lord hath made.* Chriſtians, we 
are that people: O let us embrace and live up to 
this true juſtice. 

Pſalm xxii. The Lond: ruleth me, (or is my ſbep- 


berd) and I all want nothing: he hath ſet me 1 a 
place 
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place of paſture, (even in bis apoſtolic church, where 
he feeds my foul with bis word, and with bis ſacra- 
ments.) Though I ſhould walk in the midſt of the ſha- 
dow of death, I will fear no evils, for thou art with 
me (and all ſhall be well. For even thy corredions,) 
thy rod and thy ſtaff are ſources of comfort. But moſt 
eſpecially, Thou haſt prepared a table before me, in 
ibe bleſſed Euchariſt, for my defence) againſt them 
that afli me. Thou haſt anointed my head with 
the oil (of thy ſacred chriſm to repleniſh me with thy 
boly ſpirit e) and the chalice (of thy paſſion) which in- 
ebriateth me (in the divine myſteries) O how goodly 
it is? Hence [truſt that thy mercy will ſtill iollow me 
all the days of my life: and bring me is dwell in the 
true houſe of the Lord, unto length of days,” even to 
an endleſs eternity. So be it: ſo be ii. : 

Pſalm. xxiv. To thee, O Lord, have I lifted up my 
foul, by raiſing both my mind and my heart up to thee 
in fervent prayer. In thee O my God I put my 
whole truſt, O let me not be confounded, &c. Shew 
O Lord thy ways to me, and teach me thy paths. Di- 
rect me in thy truth, and teach me; for thou art 
God my ſaviour, and on thee have I waited all the day 
long.“ See here my ſoul, the true way for thee to 
come to know thy God, and his ways, and his truths : 
it muſt be by continually waiting on him by prayer; 
and imploring his mercy, as the prophet goes on: 
* Remember O Lord, the bowels of thy compaſſion, 
and thy mercies, that have been ſhewn from the be. 
gining of the world. The fins of my youth, and 
my ignorance remember not, I beſeech thee: but ac- 
cording to thy mercy remember me; for thy own 
goodneſs ſake O Lord. 'The Lord is ſweet and righ- 
teous, &c. He will teach his ways to the meek aud 
bumble (mark this O my ſoul.) All the ways of the 
Lord are mercy and truth to them that ſeck after his 
covenant and his teſtimonies.” But as for me, dear 
Lord, who have gone _ ſrom thy covenant, or 
n = 155 


oy a 
. 


9 The Morality Palms. 


thy name ſake, and the greater glory of thy mercy, 
© thou wilt pardon my fin; for it is great. Who is 
the man that feareth the Lord ?---His ſoul ſhall dwell 
in good things ; and his ſeed ſhall inherit the land. 
The Lord is a firmament to them that fear him, 
and his covenant ſhall be made maniteſt to them. 
My eyes are ever towards the Lord: for he ſhall 
pluck my feet out of the ſnare: in which I am fo 
often caught ; whilſt I am walking in this field of 
the world, which is quite covered with ſnares. O 
look thou upon me, O Lord, and have mercy on me, 
for I am all alone and poor; and have no one but 
thee to belþ ne. The troubles of my heart are mul- 
tiplied : deliver me from my neceſſities. See my 
abjection and my labour: and forgive me all my fins. 
Conſider my enemies who ſeek my foul, for they are 
many and have hated me with an unjuſt hatred, 
Keep thou my ſoul, and deliver me, O Lord, for all 
my hope is in thee.” Chriſtians let us learn to pray 
daily in this manner for grace, mercy, and protecti- 
on from our ſpiritual enemies. bes 
Pſalm. xxvi. * The Lord is my light and my fal- 


vation, whom ſhall I fear? The Lord is the pro- 


tector of my life and my ſoul, of whom ſhall I be 
afraid ? If whole armies ſhould ſtand together againſt 
me, my heart ſhall fear nothing, as long as my God 
is with me: and he will never leave me if I never 
leave him. One thing only J have aſked of the Lord 
and this ſame will I {till ſeek after; and never ceaſe to 
aſt : that J may ever dwell in the houſe of the Lord 
(the church of God) all the days of my life ; that I 
may ſee the delight of the Lord; and experience the 
pleaſure and joy that is found in bis ſervice ; and may 
conſitintly viſit his holy temple. --- Hear, O Lord, 


my voice with which I have cried to thee : 
| Have mercy on me and graciouſly hear me. My 


heart hath ſpoke to thee, my face hath ſought 


thee : thy face, O Lord, will I till ſeek ; ever 
| | | attentive 


Lan 2 — 


Li 


—_ _— hs * ee — — 1 


Pſalms. 


of the Bix Tx. | 99 


attentive to thy preſence. O turn not away thy face 
from me; decline not in thy wrath from thy ſervant. 
Be thou my helper, forſake me not; O do not thou 
deſpiſe me O Lord my Saviour.---Set me O Lord a 
law to direct me in thy way, and guide me thou in the 
right path, becauſe of my ſpiritual enemies, who 
ſeek to deceive me, and lead me out of the way. O 
deliver me not over to the will of them that continu- 
ally trouble me with their evil ſuggeſtions and temp- 
tations. For all my hope is in thee : and ruſting in 
thee, I believe to & the good things of the Lord in 
the land of the living.” O happy land of the living! 
O when ſhall my ſoul come to thee te ſee and enjoy 
in thee the good things of the ever living God ! 

P/alm. xxx. In thee O Lord have I hoped. O 
let me never be confounded.---Into thy hands I com- 
mend my ſpirit : thou haſt redeemed me, O Lord 
the God of truth.---O how great is the multitude of 
thy ſweetneſs, O Lord, which thou haſt hidden for 
them that fear thee !--- O love the Lord all ye his 
ſaints---do ye manfully, and let your heart be ſtrength · 
ened, all ye that hope in the Lord.“ O my ſoul, do 


thou always attend on thy Lord by faith, and love: 


and all ſhall be well with thee forever. | 
Pſalm. xxxi. Bleſſed are they whoſe iniquities are 


| forgiven. ©* For many are the ſcourges ot the ſin- 


er: but mercy ſhall encompaſs him that hopeth in 
the Lord. Be glad in the Lord, and rejoice ye juſt ; 
and glory all ye right of heart.“ O how true it is 
that tribulation and anguiſh purſue every ſoul that 
worketh evil: but glory and honor and. peace attend 


on every ſoul that worketh good] Rom. ii 9, 10. 


Pſalm. xxxiii. I will bleſs the Lord at all times: 
his praiſe ſhall be always in my mouth---The Angel 
of the Lord ſhall encamp round about them that 
fear him, and ſhall deliver them.---O tafte and ſee 


that the Lord is ſweet : bleſſed is the man that ho- 


peth in him.---Come children, hearken to me: I 
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will teach you the fear of the Lord. Who is the 
man that defireth life, that loveth to ſee good days, 
let him turn away from evil, and do good, &c. for 
the eyes of the Lord are upon the juſt ; and his ears 
unto their prayers.---The Lord is nigh unto them, 
that are of a contrite heart; and he will fave the hum- 
ble of fpirit.” O how often are theſe great leſſons 
meulcated in holy writ, ſee my ſoul they be deeply 
imprinted in thy memory! 

alm xxxv. They (the bleſſed) ſhall be inebri- 
ated with the plenty of thy (eternal) houſe, O Lord 
and thou ſhalt make them to drink of the torrent of 
thy pleaſure: For with thee is the fountain of life ; 
and in thy light we ſhall fee light.” O fountain of 
life eternal, when ſhall I be admitted to drink 
of thee, and to be inebriated with thee! O 
increated light my God, when ſhall I fee thee in thy 
own light? ws | 

er xxXxvi. © Commit thy way to the Lord and 

in him, and he will do it---(bis bleſſing fball 
male all proſper) be ſubject to the Lord, and pray 
to him Better is a little to the juſt, than the great 
riches of the wicked. I have been young, and now 
am old : and I have not ſeen the juſt forſaken, nor 
his ſeed ſeeking bread.---I have ſeen the wicked high- 
ly exalted, and lifted up like the cedars of Libanus : 
and I paſſed by, and lo he was no more: I ſought 
bim, and his place was not found.“ O my ſoul, let 
us ever prefer the latter end of the juſt, before all 
the wealth of the world ; and walk dil:gently in the 
way, that leads to that happy end. * 
Pſalm xxxviii. I faid, I will take heed to my 
ways, that I may not ſin by my tongue. (Teach me 
O Lord this neceſſary leſſon.) In my meditation a 
fire ſhall flame out. (O ay it be ever fo with me.) 
My ſubſtance is as nothing before thee : and indeed 
all things are vanity, every man living: ſurely m 
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aſſes as an image, &c. and now what is my hope, 
is it not the Lord, &c. I was dumb, and opened not 
my mouth (in my affiiions) becauſe thou haſt done 
it---I am a ſtranger with thee, and a pilgrim as all 
my tathers were. O forgive me (all my fins) that I 
may be refreſhed, before I go away, and be no more.? 
Embrace my ſoul the like ſentiments of deſpiſing thy- 
ſelf, and all tranſitory things, of ever fubmiting in 
ſilence to the chaſtiſements of the Lord; and puting 
thy whole truſt and confidence in him. 5 
Pſalm xxxix. Bleſſed is the man whoſe truſt is 
in the name of the Lord : and who hath not had re- 
gard to vanities, and lying follies. (O ſuch are all 
the things which the finer prefers before bis Gad.) Sa- 
crifice and oblation thou didſt not defire---( /ays our 
Lord to bis Fatber,) then ſaid I, behold I come. In 
the head of the book it is writen of me, that I 
ſhould do thy will. O my God I have deſired it, 
and thy law in the midit of my heart.” Give ear O 
my ſoul, and embrace, with thy Saviour, this divine 
will, this law of love in the midſt of thy heart: and 
thus ſhall thy name alſo ſtand enroled forever, with 
that of thy Saviour in the book of life. 
P/alm xl. © Bleſſed is he that underſtande: h con- 
cerning the needy and the poor: the Lord will deli- 
ver him in the evil day. (He will ſhew mercy to the 
merciful.) Bleſſed be the Lord, the God of Itraet” 


from eternity to eternity. So be it. So be it. O 


let all heaven and earth ſay: Amen. Amen. 
Pſalm xli. As the heart panteth after the foun- 


| tains of waters, ſo my foul panteth after thee O 


God, my ſoul hath thirſted after the ſtrong the liv- 
ing God (the fountain of life eternal) O' when ſhall 
I come and appear before the face of God, to ſee 
and enjoy him for ever. In the mean time my tears 


have been my bread day and night, bewailing my 


abſence and diſtance from my God ; more eſpecially 
K 3 NOre 15 


„ The Morality Pſalms. 


in the time of ſpiritual dryneſſes and deſolations, 
whilſt it is ſaid to me daily by my inſulting enemies 
where is thy God? "Theſe things I have remembred, 
and have poured out my ſoul within me : ſtill truſt- 
ing that the time ſhall come, when TI ſhall go over 
into the place of the wonderful tabernacle above, even 
into the houſe of God ; with the voice of joy and 
praiſe, the harmony becoming that happy and eternal 
feaſt, prepared for me there. Why then art thou 


ſad O my foul? And why doſt thou trouble me? 


Hope in thy God: for to him will I ſtill give praiſe 
and glory, he-is the ſalvation of my countenance and 
my God, who will bring me at length to ſee and en- 
joy him for ever. O my ſoul, that we could expe- 
rience the like affections CC 
Hyualm xliv. My heart hath uttered a good word. 


---My tongue is the pen of a ſcrivener (be ſpirit of 


Cad) that writeth ſwjttly. Thou (O Chriſt) art beau- 
tiful above the ſons of Men. ---Hearken O daughter 
(choſen foul) and fee, and incline thy ear, and forget 
thy people, and thy father's houſe: and the (great) 
King ſhall deſire thy beauty. (Yea be ſball make thee bis 
eternal ſpouſe.) All the glory of the King's daughter 
(tbe favourite of beaven) is within.“ Tis in thy interi- 
our, O Chriſtian, thou muſt be adorned with all the 
variety of virtues, if thou would'dſt be properly pre- 
pared for his embraces. 
P/alm xlv. Our God is our refuge and our 


ſtrength, our helper in all our troubles. Therefore 


we will not fear (altbougb the whole world ſhould be 
turned upſide down.) The ſtream of the river (of life) 
maketh the city of God joyful : the moſt high hath 
ſanctiſied his own tabernacle. God is in the midſt 
thereof: it ſhall not be moved, &c. Be ſtill then and 
ſee, that I am God: I will be exalted in the whole 
earth. The Lord of Armies is with us. The God 


of Jacob is our protector. What then have we to 


fear, O my ſoul? The Lord is with us; and 
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with us for ever. O let us never be ſo unhappy as to 
turn our backs upon him, to forſake him: and all 
ſhall be well with us. | | 

Pſalm xlvii. Great is the Lord, and exceeding- 
ly to be praiſed, in the City of our God (bis church) 
in his holy mountain. With the joy of the whole 
earth is mount Sion foynded---the city of the great 
King: in her houſes ſhall God be known (bu? no 
where elſe.)--As we have heard fo have we ſeen, in 
the city of the Lord of hoſts, in the city-of our God : 
God hath founded it for ever. We have received thy 
mercy O God in the midſt of thy temple, &c. O 
this is our God, yea our God unto all eternity, and 
for ever and ever: he fhall rule us, (be ſhall be our 
king and ſhepherd,) for ever more.” O what comfort 
is here for us O my ſoul, God himſelf ſhall be in the 
midſt of us, to reignin us, and to feed us for ever, 

Pſalm xlviii. Man when he was in honor, (dig- 
nified or enriched) did not underſtand : he is compa- 
red to ſenſeleſs beaſts, and is become like to them, 
This way of theirs is a ſtumbling block to them, (oc- 
caſioning the loſs of their ſouls.) Be not thou afraid 
when a man ſhall be made rich. For when he ſhall 
die, he ſhall take nothing away, &c.* O Chriſtians 
ſee that neither honours nor wordly poſſeſſions (which 
ſurely you cannot take away with you) be a ſtumbling 
block to your ſouls; by drawing your affection away 
from God and fixing it on them. 

Pſalm xlix. To the finer God hath ſaid: why 
doſt thou declare my juſtices, and take my covenant 
in thy mouth? Seeing thou haft hated diſcipline, and 
haſt caſt my words behind thee, &c. underitand theſe 
things you that forget God ; leſt he ſnatch you away 
(by ſudden death) and there be none to deliver you 
out of his hands.” O let not this, my ſoul, ever be 
our caſe; to inculcate to others their duty; and to 
teach them the law of God; and to tranſgreſs it our- 


ſelves, | 
P/alm 


104 The Morality Palms. 
Pſalm l. Have mercy on me O God according 


to thy great mercy, which knows no bounds : and ac- 
cording to the multitude of thy tender mercies, whicÞ 


are without number, blot out all my iniquity. Waſh 
me yet more and more from my iniquity, and cleanſe 
me thoroughly from all my ſins : For I know and ac- 
knowledge the heinous enormity of my iniquity : and 
my fin is always before "my eyes, by the continual 
fenſe I have of my guilt.” O tis againſt thee alone I 
have fined : *tis this offence of thy infinite goodneſs 
that makes my guilt ſo dreadiully enormous, by its 
oppoſition to thee : [ bave done that which is evil in 

72bt : I here confeſs my injuſtice to give glory to 
the juſtice of all tby words and commandments : I pre- 
tend not to plead againſt thee in judgment, but yield 
myſelf up to thy mercy. For behold I cannot, I will 
not, contend with thee ; or alledge any thing for my- 
ſelf, as if I were innocent: alas I was even conceived 
in miquities, and my mother conceived: me in ſins: Yea 
from my firſt receiving a being, I was defiled with 
that original guilt, which is the unhappy ſource of 
innumerable evils. For bebold, O my God, I confeſs 
the whole truth, for thou loveſt truth : thou baſt evi- 
dently ſhewed me in the light of thy wiſdom, the things 
that are but little known, and even hidden from the 
children of this world. O ſprinkle me with byſop I beſeech 


thee (dipp'd in the blood of the Lamb, Ex. xii. 22.) and 


I ſhall be cleanſed : waſh me (in this ſovereign bath) 
and I ſhall be made whiter than ſnow.. O let me hear 
with joy and gladneſs, the comfortable ſentence of the 
forgivne!s of my ſins: and theſe bones of mine, that 
have been bumbled and brought low under the weight 
of fin, ſhall ecover a new life and joy. Turn thou 
away thy face from my ſens, and remember them no 
more: b/ot out and entirely efface all my iniguitiet. 
Create in me O God a clean heart, perfectly pure from 
all affection to ſin: and give me in my interior a new 
ſpirit every way right and agreeable to thee. Ca/? 7 
; no 


| 
/ 
{ 
} 
n 


I mm 3 — * 


Eſalms. of the BLE. 105 
not away from thy face, but let thy gracious counte- 


nance be ever upon me: and let me never more be ſo 
unhappy as to loſe the: preſence of thy holy Spirit. O 
reſtore unto me that joy which J once had in thee my 
Saviour, and in the thought of thy ſaluatian : and 
ſtrengthen my ſoul with a perfed? ſpirit. Then 1 
ſhall be enabled to fherv forth the wonders of thy mer- 
cy, and to convince ſtraying ſoul of the beauty and 
righteouſneſs of all thy ways; and thus the ungodly 
ſhall be induced to come back and to be converted to 
thee. Deliver me O thou my God, the God in whom 
is all my hope of /alvation from the guilt of blood, and 
all other fins: and my tongue ſball magnify thy juſtice, 
with which thou art juſt in thyſelf, and juſtifieſt us. 
Open thou, O Lord, my lips by thy grace; and 
my mouth ſhall publiſh thy praifes. For if thon 
hadſt call'd for ſacrifice of cattle, I ſhould doubtleſs 
have offered them to thee, but with ſuch kinds of ho- 
locauſts thou art not delighted. The facrifice, which 
my God calls for, is a penitential ſpirit; a contrite 
and humbled heart, O my God thou wilt never de- 
ſpiſe.” O Lord, ſhew thy loving kindneſs and favor 
to Sion, that is, to thy church, that the walls of this 


ſpiritual Jeruſalem, may be built up; and all thy peo- 


ple may be edified by my converſion, and new life. 
Then fhall we all join in offering up to thee the ſacri- 
fices of the works of juſtice, and praiſe, as oblations and 
bolacauſis moſt accebtable to thee : then ſhall we cad 
thy true altar with calves, that is, with the beſt and 
moſt perfect ſpiritual victims. | 

Pſalmliv. * Who will give me wings like a dove; 
and J will fly and be at reſt, (in my God, my true re- 
Poſe, the eternal reſt of his ſaints.) Lo I have gone far 
off flying (from the midſt of this wretched Babylon) 
and I have abode in the wilderneſs (of ſolitude, ſelence 
and recollection) Caſt thy care upon the Lord, and he 
ſhall ſupport thee, &c. Yes my ſoul, caſt thy whole 
ſelf upon him: He will not withdraw himſelf, to let 
thee fall. | Pſalm 
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Plalm Ivi. © My heart is ready, O God my heart 
is ready, I will ſing {for ever thy praiſes.) Ariſe O 
my glory, ariſe pſaltery and harp, I will ariſe early, 


I will give praiſe to to thee O Lord --- among the 


nations. For thy mercy is magnified, even to the 
heavens, and thy truth unto the clouds. Be thou 
exalted O God above the heavens : and thy glory a- 
bove all the earth.” O Chriſtians, let the praiſe of 
the Lord be always both in our hearts, and in our 
e N We can never praiſe him as much as we 
ought. 
Fſalm lvii. Their madneſs (viz. of them that are 
rebels to divine grace) is according to the likeneſs of a 
ſerpent, like the deaf aſp that ſtopeth her ears: which 
will not hear the voice of the charmer--that charmeth 
wiſely.” O dear Lord let me never be ſo miſerable, 


as to ſtop the ears of my ſoul to the ſacred charms 


of thy divine grace. | 


Pjalm lxi. Shall not my ſoul be ſubject to God 


(ſubmitting always to his appointments) for from him 
is my ſalvation: (and all be ſends is for my good) For 
he is my God, and my Saviour, he is my protector, 
I ſhall be moved no more Be thou O my ſoul, ſub- 
ject to God: for from him is my patience--In God 
is my ſalvation and my glory- God is our helper for 
ever. But vain are the children of men- they are ly- 
ars in the ballances,* (weighing all things by falſe 
weights, and deceitful ſcales.) But thou my ſoul, truſt 
not in iniquity, and if riches abound ſet not thy heart 
upon them. But ever remember the fear of God, who 
will render to every man according to bis works : and e- 
ver ſubmit to his chaſtiſements : yes O Lord thy will 
be done. 

Pſalm lxii. O God my God, to thee do I watch 


at break of day: For thee my ſoul hath thirſted.---I 


have come before thee in thy ſanctuary, to ſee thy 
Power and thy glory.--Thee my lips ſhall peaiſe: 
Thee will I bleſs all my life long : and in thy name - 


will 
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will lift up my hands (begining and carrying on all 
my works for thy glory)--my mouth ſhall praiſe thee 
with joyful lips--I will remember thee upon my bed; 
I will meditate on thee in thee in the morning--I will 
rejoice under the covert of thy wings: my ſoul hath 
ſtuck cloſe to thee : thy right hand hath received and 


107 


ſupported me.“ O my ſoul, when ſhall we be able 


with truth to ſay all this to our Lord God! 
P/alm |xiv. * A hymn, O God, becometh thee 
in Sion (in thy church)--O hear my prayer and all 
fleſh ſhall come to thee.--Bleſſed is he whom thou 
haſt choſen, and taken to thee: he ſhalldwell in thy 
courts : we ſhall be filled with the good things of thy 
houſe, &c. here by grace, and hereafter in glory.” 
O who ſhall ſecure all this happineſs for us ! Even 


thou my dear Jeſus, who haſt ſhed thy blood to pur- 


chaſe it for us. a 

Pſalm Ixv. Sing ye a pſalm to his name (the name 
of the Lord) give glory to his praiſe Let all the earth 
adore thee, and ſing to thee, &c. we have paſſed 
through fire and water, and thou haſt brought us out 
into refreſhment--Come and hear all ye that tear God, 
And I will tell you, what great things he has done for 
my foul” O great things indeed! be he bleſſed for 
evermore! And let all his Angels and all his Saints 
praiſe and glorify him for ever. | 

Pſalm Ixvi. © May God have mercy on us, and 
bleſs us: may he cauſe the light of his countenance 
to ſhine upon us, and may he have mercy on us: that 
we may know thy way upon earth, thy ſalvation in 
all nations.“ O let us pray thus in all our deliberati- 
ons, in all our difficulties and in all our diſtreſſes: 
that the Lord may enable us both to know his will, 
and our duty in all things, and to accompliſh it with 


all our power. 


Pſalm lxvii. Let Cod ariſe to aſſiſt by his all po- 
erful grace, his ſervants, who ſeek the glory of his 
name, and the kingdom of his love: and let bis ene- 


mies, 


mies, who oppoſe his reign be ſcattered, and let all 
Bis helliſh foes flee from before his face. As ſmoke 
is diſperſed and quite vaniſheth away, ſo let them va- 
niſh away; as wax melteth before the fire, ſo let 
thoſe wicked ones be brought to naught at the preſence 
of God, our helper and our Saviour.“ Thus the 
prieſts of God prayed of old, in all their ſpiritual en- 
terprizes for his glory: O let us imitate them, to 
the end; that none of theſe wicked ſpirits, enemies 
of all good ; may have any power to oppole the 
reign of grace in thoſe ſouls which we deſire to bring 
to him. See the reſt of this ſublime Pſalm, princi- 
pally alluding to the glorious eſtabliſhment of the 
church and kingdom ot Chriſt. 

Pſalm. Ixviii. Save me O God (ie the prayer of 
Cbr:ift in bis paſſion) tor the waters of afflictiont and 
forrows are come in even unto my ſoul (my foul is ſor- 
rowful even unto death, Matt. x xvi.) I am come in- 
to the depth of the ſea of ſufferings, &c. Thou 
knoweſt my reproach and my confuſion- In thy ſight 
are al! they that affict me: my heart hath expected 
reproach and miſery: and I looked for one that would 
grieve together with me, but there was none: 1 
ſought for one that would comfort me, and I found 
none. And they gave me gall for my food; and in 
my thirſt they gave me vinegar to drink. (Now ob- 
ſerve the dreadful puniſhments of theſe perſecuters 
of the Son of God, foretold in the following verſes.) 
Let their table become as a ſnare before them--and a 
ſtumbling block. Let their eyes be darkened, that they 
ſee not, and their backs bow thou down always. Pour 
out thy indignation upon them, and let thy wrathful 
anger take hold of them. Let their habitation be 
made deſolate: and let there be none to dwell in their 
tabernacles. Becauſe they have perſecuted him 
whom thou haſt ſmitten ; and they have added to the 
grief of my wounds. Add thou iniquity upon their 


iniquity : and let them not come into thy gy” "4 


gured by 


Bales. 


'verified in themſelves!) _ 
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them be blotted out of the book of the living; and 
with the juſt let them not be writen.“ (Unhappy 
Jews, , who by their obſtinate impeniterce have 
drawn all thoſe imprecations upon them] And more 
unhappy ſtill, in not being ſenſible of their unhappi- 


- |, 


neſs; and not ſeeing how evidently this prophely is 


Pſalm. lxxi Contains a, propheſy of the 
coming of Chriſt, and of his kingdom prefi- 
by Solomon and his peaceful reign. 
Give to the king thy Judgments O God---to judge 
thy people with juſtice and thy poor with judgment, 
He ſhall. judge the 72 of the people, and he 
ſhall'ave_the children of the poor, and he ſhall bring 
down the opprellor,, Satan, and he ſhall continue 

Wy L £4345 + AS rio 6b TE 339 9775 26 it ;. 47 23 
with the ſun (everlaſting King) and before the moon 
throughout all generations. . He, ſhail come down 
like rain upon the flecce; and as ſhowers falling ot 
APE EY OS £434: CHLISINA x <0 13d EIN 38 Is N. 11 

upon the earth. In his days ſhall Juftice ſpring 
up, and abundahce of peace till the moon be taken 
away. And he ſhall rule from ſea to ſea, and from 

IRE IS 209 4 HS oat. $44 341301 13% Þ;, 5 
the river unto the ends of the earth. Before him. 
the Ethiopians ſhall, {all down: and his enemies ſhall 
r hd 422 8 1 eee SD ANSH Nr, 
lick the ground. -And all kings of the earth mall a 

.. „ 11 J. . 9 } E42 i 6 43 
dore him: all nations ſhall ſerve him. For he haft 

24444 Anil 4 3.3 3 4484 £5 v it . 12+ "8 +3821 33 Xi 7 
deliver the poor from eee e he ſhall fave 

Ss 71 4e ' lan i951! ig. Ii 0133 
the ſouls of the'poor---And he ſhall live :. and to him 
ſhall be given of the old of Arabia : for him they. 
ſhall always adore :, they ſhall bleſs him, all the day 
long. And there ſhall be a firmament on the earth 

SU IA 2 4 ge bikgtg tp? 6 4.1 eee SH 137% 
(bs czuyth frongh faunded) on the-tojs of wiouataing, 
& c. {See Iſai..n. 2.) Let his name be bleſſed for e- 

3101 * ine er e Co OF fi CA Go 31 
ver mare: bis name continueth before the ſun (is 
more bright and glorious than the ſun.) And in him 
ſhall all the tribes-ot the earth be bleſſed: all nations 
ſhall magnify him. Bleſſed be the Lord, the God 
of Lirael, who alone doth wonderful things (theſe in. 
omprebenſible wanders wrought by the Incarnation of 
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his Son.) And bleſſed beythe name of his Majeſty 
for ever; and the whole earth ſhall be filled with his 
Majeſty. So beit. So be it.“ O let all the Angels 
and Saints, with the whole creation, ſay : Amen, 
P nt ed and 3e 2:2 when. acer, 
Pſalm lxxij. © How good is God to Iſrael, to them 
that are of a right heart!” But as to the wicked, tho? 
they ſome time ſeem to proſper for a while, if we go 
into the ſanctuary of the juſt judgments of the Lord, 
and under ſtand their laſt ends ; We ſhall find that af- 
ter they are lifted up they are quickly caſt doron again. 
O how. are they brought to deſolation ? they have 
ſuddenly ceaſed to be--as the dream ot them that 
awake, O Lord, ſuddenly diſappears, ſo thou ſbalt 
Bring their image the falſe appearance of their imagi- 
nary happineſs ſuddenly to nothing. But 2s for my 
part, thy dealings with me in my exerciſe of mental 


* 
fs -" 


deſire upon earth? For thee my fleſh and my heart 
hath fainted away : thou art the God of my heart : 

and the God that art my portion for ever. For be- 
hold they that go far from thee ſhall periſh,--But O 
it is good for me to ſtick cloſe to my God, to place 
my hope in the Lord God: that I may eternally de- 
clare all thy praiſes in the gates of the heavenly Sion.” | 
O teach me, dear Lord the like affections of divine 


love. - | = 


— 


ot 
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Palm 13x31. Remember thy congreg⸗ tion ( ity 
church) hic * haſt poſſeſſed from the begin- 
ning > HW 95 God cal the enem reproach, 

&c. . our king before ages, he hath wrought 

ſalvation for us in the midſt of the earth.--Thine is 
the day, and thine is the night, thou haſt made the 
morn and the ſun-· the ſummer and the ſpring u ere 
formed! by!: thee a O deliver not up to beaſts the ſouls 
that conteſs to thee, and forget not to the end the» 
ſouls of thy: poor. Have regard to thy covenant (witb 
thy proßle he Atiſe O God, and judge thy own cauſe 


againſt their enemies.“ Obriſtiana, ſee here in what 


manner we are to pray againſt the perſecutors of 
God's Church; with an entire confidence in his al- 


od mighty power, in his e ee merey, and 2 


I timh oo w 61913 vd aA 
alm IXxiv. 1 Fae ſaid: to the wicked, Eng Hoe: : 
act wickedly. Speak not: iniquity againſt God. For: 
neither from the eaſt, nor from the weſt, nor from: 
the deſart hills { ſhallany brlp tome to Protaci you again 
bis juſtice.) For God is the Judge.-In the hand of: 
the Lord there 1s a cup of ven geance--of which all the 
ſiners of or earth. ſhall n A ye wicked und 
is 5 in Iſrael: 2 re — is in peace ws his 
abode in Sion, &c. Thou enlighteneſt wonderfully: 
from the everlaſting hills. All the fooliſh of heart 
were troubled. They have ſlept their ſleep: and all: 
the men | of riches have found nothing in their hands. 
At thy tebuke O God of Jacob, they have all ſlum- 
bered that mounted on horſeback.” Thou art terrible 
and who - ſhall reſiſt the. The earth trembled and 
was ſtill, when God aroſe in judgment--vow ye and 
pay to the Lord your God--to him that is terrible, 
and who taketh away the ſpirit of princes: to the ter- 
rible with the kings of the earth.“ Hear ye great ones 
e wake glory to God: fear this great King and” 
L 2 „ 
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Bfalm XV. 1 cried to, the Logd, an he gave. 
ear to me. in (the day of my trouble, I ſought Ged. 
and J was not ectived, My ſoul refuſed to be com- 
ſorteds L remember d. Jod, and was delignted.- A 
eyes prevented the watches--T had in my mind the e · 
ternal years; and I meditated in the night with my 
own heart--will God then caſt off for ever--or will he 
forget toſhew mercy.--And I ſaid: now have I begun: 
this is the change ot the right hand of the moſt High. 


ſerve he for he ig the ping of bins nee 


Thou art the God that doſt wonders.- The waters faw: _ 


thee, O God the waters ſaw thee, and they were afraid- 
thy lightnings enlightened the world: the earth ſhook 
and trembled · Thou haſt conduQted thy people ike a: 
flock of ſheep by the hand of Moſes and Aaron. Nd O mou 
art great O God, and greatly: to be praitec: and thy 
mercies are over all thy. works. Let us then ever re- 
member thee; let us meditate on thee, and cry to 
thee night and day; and never forget he en 
rs to cone. 
» Bſalm Ixxviii. © Remember not (0 Lord)! o 
former iniquities: but let thy mercies ſpeedily pre- 
dle: Help us O God, our Daviour ànd'f t Ry 
of thy name, O Lord deliver us; and forgive us our 
fins for thy name's ſake. See ere my foul the pray- 
er of a true penacat, and. and it be * prayer at all 
times. 


ee nie fi Gee h N Grew as 
thy face, and we ſhall be ſaved, O Lord God of 
hoſts, how. long wilt thou be angry with-theſe nate | 


ont. Thou thatt brought hither a vineyard; Thou 


planteſt the roots thereof, and it filled the land, &c. 

Hut now' thou haſt brokea down the hedge thereof,— 
The boar aut of the wood hath laid it waſte, and a 
ſingular wild beaſt hath devoured it. O Turn again 
0.5 at God of hofts, — down from heaven and 


ſee 
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ſee, and viſit this vineyard, &c. O Lord God of 
hoſts convert us.? Amen. Amen. 3 
Pſalm Ixxxiii. How lovely are thy tabernacles, 
(the place of thy eternal abode) O Lord of hoſts! My 
foul longeth and fainteth for the courts of the Lord, 
my heart and my fleſh have rejoiced in the living 
God.“ (O when ſhall my ſoul be eternally with him! 
In the mean time I deſire to leave my heart upon his 
altar, as a holocauſt, there to burn and to be conſu- 
med in the flames of his love: envying the turtles and 
the little birds, whoſe young ones, by the divine law 
were ordered to be offered in ſacrifice on God's altar.) 
O bleſſed are they that dwell in thy heavenly houſe 
O Lord: their happy employment ſhall be to praiſe 
thee for ever and ever. In the mean time, bleſſed is 
the man whoſe help is from thee: end who in his 
heart hath diſpoſed to aſcend by ſteps to thee, enabled 
by thy bleſſing io go on from virtue to virtue, till be 
comes to fee thee the God of gods in thy heavenly Sion, 
For better is one day in thy courts above thouſands. 
And even bere below I have choſen to be an abject, 
and to baue the meaneſt place, in the ſervice and in the 
ſpiritual houſe of my God, rather than to dwell 
the higheſ} honors in the tabernacles of ſiners. Fer 
aur great God loveth mercy and truth: the Lord 
will give both grace and glory. O Lord of hoſts, 
bleſſed is the man that truſteth in thee,” O my foul 
that theſe were always our ſentiments ! 2 
Pjalm Ixxxiv. Lord thou haſt bleſſed thy land, & c. 
(by the coming of Chriſt, to deliver us from all our 
evils and to bring us all good.) I will bear what the 
Lord God will ſpeak in me : (by attending to his voice 
in my interior) for be will ſpeak peace to bis people, 
&c. Mercy and truth bave met each «ther (in the in- 
carnition of the Son of God) juſtice and peace baue 
kiſſed. O bleſſed for ever be this our great delivererr 
for all his graces and mercies to us 6 
| L 3 Hun 
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Halm lxxxvi. Glorious things are ſaid of tbee, O 
city of God! O heavenly Jeruſalem! O when ſhall 
my foul come to ſee the good things of the Lord 
within thy gates? e e Dn WOO 

Pſalm lxxxvii. The mercies of the Lord I will 
ſing for ever, I will ſhew forth thy truth to all gene- 
rations.- The heavens ſhall confeſs thy wonders O 
Lord, and thy truth in the church of the Saints.-O 
Lord God of hoſts, who is like to thee ? Thou art 
mighty O Lord, and thy truth is round about thee. 
Thou ruleſt the power of the ſea, &c. Thou haſt 
humbled the proud one (Lucifer )--thou haſt ſcattered- 
thy enemies. Thine are the heavens, and thine is 
the earth, &c. Juſtice and judgment are the prepa- 


ration of thy throne : Mercy and truth ſhall go before 
thy face, Bleſſed then is the people that knoweth 


jubilation, (that maketh thy praiſe their eternal theme, 
for) they ſhall walk O Lord for ever in the light of 
thy countenance: and in thy name they ſhall rejoice 
all the day long, (even in the figbt and enjoyment of 
thee; for the long day of a happy eternity.) Bleſſed be 
the Lord for ever more. So be it. So be it.“ O 
learn thou my ſoul ever to praiſe thy Lord in this 
mahyer ; and to ſing forth his mercies to thee, all 
thy life long, as thou hopeſt to do for all eter- 


1 2 Ixxxix. © Lord, thou haſt been our refuge 


from generation to generation. from eternity and to 
eternity thou art God--aithor/and years in thy fight 
are but as yeſterday which is paſt and gone.-- In the 
morning man ſhall grow up like graſs--in the evening 
he ſhall fall down, grow dry, and wither:-- The Jays 
(of man) are threeſcore and ten years: but if in the 
ſtrong they be fourſcore years, what is more of them 
is labor and ſorrow. (O deſpiſe then my ſoul all that 
is temporal, and ſet thy whole hearts upon that which 
is eternal.) Who knoweth the power of thy anger, 


&c. Return O Lord, how long (wilt thou be angry f) 
d | a n 
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And de thou entreated in favor of thy ſervants.--- 
Look upon thy ſervants and upon their works, and 
direct their children: And let the brightneſs of the 
Lord our God be upon us; and dire& thou the 
works of our hands over us: yea the work of our 
hands do thou direct.“ O let this be our daily pray- 
er. 

Fſalm xc. He hath given * Angels charge over 
thee, to keep thee in all thy ways. Thou ſhalt walk 
upon the aſp and the baſiliſk; and thou ſhalt tram- 
ple under foot the lion and the dragon.“ O Chriſtian' 
ſouls fear nothing then, but the offending ſo great, 
and ſo good a God. If he be with you, no one can 
hurt you. 

Pſalm xciv. © Come let us ud the Lord let us 
adore and fall down, and weep before the Lord that 
made us: for he is the Lord our God.---To day if 
you ſhall hear his voice, harden not your hearts, &c. 
left be ſwear to you in his wrath, (as be did to the 
fliff-necked Iſraelites in the wilderneſs, ) that you ſhall 
not enter into his eternal reſt.” O let thy mercy 
Lord keep us from being at any time ſo miſerable, as 
to harden our hearts againſt thy calls, and ſo schade 
outſelyes from thy eternal reſt. | i; 

Pſalm ci. Thou art always the ſelf fame and 
thy years ſhall not fail.“ O unchangeable eternity!” 

Halm cii © Bleſs the Lord O my foul, and let alt 
that is within me praiſe his holy name: Bleſs the 
Lord, O my ſoul, and ſee thou never forget all he 
hath done for thee. --- Bleſs the Lord all ye his Angels,” 
&c. Bleſs the Lord all his works, in every place of 
his dominion : O my ſoul, bleſs thou the Lord.“ O 
this ought to be our perpetual d both'i in 
time and eternity. ar dach 

"Palm ciii. Bleſs the Lord, O my ſoul : O Lotd: 
my God, thou art exceedingly great. Thou haſt 
put on praiſe and beauty, &c. Who makeſt the 
ciougs thy chariot, who walkeſt upon the wings of- 

the 
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the winds: who makeſt thy Angels ſpirits, and thy 
miniſters a burning fire: who haſt ſounded the earth 
upon its own baſes, &c. How great are thy works, O 
Lord? Thou haſt made all things in wiſdom : the 
earth is filled with thy riches: ſo is this great, ſea 
which ſtretcheth wide its arms: there are creatures 
little and great without number, &c. May the glo- 
ry of the Lord endure tor ever.---I will ſing to the 
Lord as long as I live. I will ſing praiſe to my God, 
while. I have my being, I will ever take delight in 
the Lord? - Chriſtians let, theſe be always our diſpo- 
ſitions : Let us praiſe our God at all times. 

P/alm civ. © Give glury to the Lord, and call up- 
on his name.---Seck ye the Lord, and be ftrengthen- 
ed, feek his face evermore, by attending always to 
his divine preſence, and by ever praifing and invok- 

him. 

Pſalm cv. Give glory to the Lord, for he is good, 
for his mercy endureth for ever. Who ſhall declare 
the powers (the mighty works) of the Lord! WhO 
ſhall ſet forth all his praiſes ? ---We have fined with 

our fathers, we have acted unjuſtly, we have wrought: 
;oiquity, &c. Save us O Lord, our God, and ga- 
ther us together from among the nations; that we 
may give thanks to thy holy name; and extol thy 
mercies. O ?tis juſt we ſhould in this manner ever. 
join with the praiſes of God, the confeſſion of our 
fins and the imploring his mercy! 

. Pſalm evi. © Give glory to the Lord; for he. is 
good, for his mercy endureth for ever. Let them 
fay ſo that haye been-redeemed by the Lord, &c. 
O let the mercies of the Lord give glory to Mn 
and his wondertyl. works to the children of men,” Do. 
thou my ſoul ſay ſo ſor ever, and ſee thou never for- 
get the wanders of his mercy, wrought in iavor of 


thee. 
| Pſalm Cix. The Lord God the Father faid to my 


| ® . Son Chriſt Jeſus, Lord of David WI 
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all) i: tbau at my rigbt band, as as Sovereign king, 
and Judge of all; until I ſubject all things BE 
ang 1 thy enemies thy fit ind; either by attraQt-, 
i them, in My. MEFCF,- 19 thy. feet; to yield them 
le;yes up eternafiy to thee, by faith, and obedience: 
or by giving them up in my "juſtice, to be cruſhed, 
and troden down by thee eternaly, for their obſlinate 
impenitence. The Lerd will ſend forth the 7 
ſeepter' of thy poaver, (thy ſpiritual empire) out of Lion 
where thy reign ſhall begin, which from-thence ſhall 
be. propagated throughout the earth, and ſubdue all. 
thy enemies. For with thee is all power and principa- 
litz--- and from the womb of my Divinity bave 1 be— 
goten thee, before the dag ar, and the whole crea- 
Lion. (O the eternal word!) Tbe Lord bath ſworn. 
to thee, O Chriſt and be ſball not repent of it, that 
thou art ar;prieft (and king) for ever amirding: ta the 
order of 2 Melchrfedech + wuh the fulneſs of all both 
kingly and prieftly power, to be executed amongſt 
all nations. Bow down then my ſoul; and ſubject all 
thy powers to this great king and high prieſt: but. 
learn alſo an imitation of his humility, his meekneſs 
and his patience, under the ſufferings of his mortal 
lite : for be hall \ſtoop by humility ts drink of \the 


— - — 


»Miftions and tribulations; ; therefore ſball be lift up 
tbe brad, and be eternally exalted : and ſo all they that 
ſhall, with the like di! poſitions, drink of Chriſt's 
cup of hymiliations and afflictions here upon earth 
ſhall alio be makes, and glorified WEIS r 
in heaven 

Pſalm cx. / will _ %, that is, I will give fr 8 
and glory to be O Lord, with my whole heart, all the 
days of my lite; and I will tor ever aflociate myſelf 
with the juff and tbe congregation ot all them that praiſe 
thee, whither in heaven or on earth. For great and 
admicable are all tbe avorks of ube Lord, ſought aut, 
| that 1", [contrived in the moſt exquiſite manner to 


anſwexgß 


anſweri the end fer which they were all made, and to 
obey all his'wills,* Every work of bis calls upon us to 
give praiſe and glory to him; and declares his mag-" 
niſcenctl. But O the wonderful membrial, that this 


wonders, the food of life which he hatb given to them 
tbat feas bim, (in the moſt ſacred myſteries): O be 


Church; be æuill not ceaſe to ſor do forth ts bis people 


- bis commandments are moſt right and-+faitbful, they 
never fail, nor impoſe upon any one, they are frong- 


an, ea the trueſt and choiceſt wiſdom: and a 
Fes underſtanding, ſhall ever wait ondall them that 

ollow in practice this holy fear: bis prarfe continuetb 
ur ever and ever. My ſoul let theſe be always thy 
Haan cxi. Shews; forth the happineſs of all them 
2 55 2 that ſer ve God in 850d earneſt. Bleed inthꝰ man 
tbat \feareth the Lord, not with a ſervile, but a filial | 


ſeed---ſball be bleſſed. Glory and wealih ſhall be in bis 
houſe: and bit juſtice remaineth for ever (tor the off- 
ſpring of the righteous ſhall proſper.) Even in the 
times of darkneſs and difficulties 2 ligbt from God 


of the works of nerey they have exerciſed: theſe ſhall 
recommend them both to God and to man; ſo that 


laſting remembrance wih men, and ſball not fear the. 
evil bearing of the ſentence of condemnation from 
God. Their beart is ever ready to bope in the Lord, 
who is their ſure refuge and ſtrength, and will give 


7 them 
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of bur zedemption, in che abridgment of all. bis 


will be "mindful for ever of his, covenant with his 
bis mighty "wworks---the worte of bit hands are trutb 
and judgment, they are full of verity and equity. A 
ahliſbed for ever and ever.--Holy and terrible 15 
name ibe fear of tbe Lord is the | begininy of wiſ- 


3 . 5 | 
, ſentiments. 57 45 * £4 LY * 74 VL ; P 
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ments, and'to Tove him with Fig whole-heart. Hit 


| ſhall ariſe in favor of the righteous; in conſideration: 


they ſhall not be moved for ever: they ſhall be in ever- 
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them the victory over all thats, enemies. They ſhall 
continue to diſtribute large alms 10 tbe poor, and their 
Juſtice ſhall. go proſpe:ouſly, on till u brings them 
to be ex lied in everlaſting gf Ty. - Whilt the wicked 
mall pine aw. with envy and veXation, and all, their 
projects and. dſt res ſhall periſh, and FIN a morale 
eternity. ; 
Pſalm cxii. © Praiſe the Lord ye Children: * at 
the name of the Lord. Bleſſed be the name of the LOR + 
from henceforth,now and for ever. F From the riſing 
of the ſun to the going down of the ſame, the name, 
. of the Lord is wotthy of praiſe, The Lor is high 
above all nations, and his. glory abov the h eavens. 
Who 1s as the Lord our God, whodwelleth on high ;. 
and lobketh down on the low thing s {the little and bums, 
Ble) in heaven and in earth ?-- - Lifting, up the poor 
from the Gunghil ( of fn bn and mi miſery). to place "IM, 
with "the princes of his people.” Has not 9155 
done {© with thee my ſoul, without a merits 'of 
thine ? O glory be to his mercy and leis lor e- 
| VETINOTe. f 
Pſalm exiii The ſea ſaw and W's away, 1 5 
Jordan was turned. back--At the preſence of the. Lord 
the earth was moved; at t the preſence, of e God 
| Jacob; who turned the rock 1 _ ls of water- CO 
great and glorious ir bis, name Not to us Lord, not 


to us but. io thy name 5 lech. g Ko! propagate 1255 


glory of thy name O throughout the uniyerſe : 
ſubject all nations and all hearts to the reign of thy 
love. 


1 exiv. © The ſorrows of de ave — 9 
me, and "the wy perils of. hel ih Tor mer- She. 
Lcd is the keeper 95 little ones: 15 was humb d, and. 3 
he delivered me: ( fee 7 my foul tha | humility is ihe b 
to be delivered from all thy. evils., Turn then my. ſoul 
into thy reft, (the place of thy true repoſe within, P, Wh 
the THE hath been exceeding g 699d to. thee, &c.”. 
yes my! foul ever ſeek thy reſt within y interior 
123 . 
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recolleQing thyſelf there in thy God, who chooſes 
for his eternal abode the very center of thy heart. 
Halm cxv. © What ſhalf I render to the Lord, for 
all that he hath rendered to me? I will take the cha- 
lice of ſalvation (th? cup of ſufferings, preſented ts me 
by my Saviour) and J will call upon the name of the 
Lord. I will pay my vows to the Lord, before all 
1 9 54 precious in his ſight is the death of his 
ints. Thou haſt broken my bonds; I will ſacrifice 
to thee the facrifice of praiſe, &c.. O how well does 
this canticle become the martyrs, and all that ſuffer 


* 


for juſtice and truth! 


Hiualn exvi. The truth of the Lord remaineth for 
ever, Walk thou, my foul with God in truth, and 
thou ſhalt alſo remain with him for ever. 15 
palm cxvii. *Tis godd to truſt in the Lord, ra- 
ther than to truſt in\princes--"Fhe Lord is my ſtrength 
and my praiſe; and he is become my ſalvation. This. 
is the day (of Chriſts exaltation) which the Lord hath. 
made. O praife” ye then the Lord, for he is good, 
for his mercy endureth for ever.” O my foul; let his 
praiſe: be always in thy rfjouth. nn. 
Halm xvid. In this Plalin (which is daily repea- 
ted by the church, in the canonical hours of the divine 
office) the excellency of the law, and of the com- 
mandments of God; and the love and obſervance of 
them, is inculcated in almoſf every one of the 176 
verſes of which it is compoſed: We Mall only point 
out ſome remarkable ſentences, out of each diviſion, 
as it ſtands diſtributed in the divine office. 
1. O that my ways may ever be directed ( 
re O Loru) to keep th Juſlifeations (thy precepts, 
by aubich thou make us, Juſt. )-- With my whole heart 
have I ſought- after thee--thy words have I hid in my 
heart (that I may never fe tbein.).-Bleſſed art thou O 
Lord: O teach me thy juſtifications.---I will meditate. 
always o thy commanditients--I will not tofget thy 
words: A SECTT YT OD ITT DI HIT 433 <8 
27 5 O. 37 2. c I 


Pſalms. of the BiBLe. 121 


© I am a ſojourner upon earth, (a pilgrim in 
a vale of tears,) O hide not thy Commandments 


from me (let me ever travel by their light. )---My foul 


hath coveted to long for thy juſtifications at all times 
-I have run the way of thy commandments, when 
thou didſt enlarge my heart, (by love.) 

3. © Incline my heart unto thy teſtimonies, and 
not to covetouſneſs. (O keep me from the unhappy 
love of mammon.) Turn away my eyes that they may 


not behold vanity, &c. 


4. A fainting hath taken hold of me, becauſe of 

the (multitude of the) wicked that forſake thy law, (fo 
their own deſtruction.) Thy juſtifications were the 

ſubje& of my ſong, (my joy and my comfort,) in the 
place of my pilgrimage. Even in the night T have 
remember'd thy name O Lord-O Lord my portion 
--I am ready--to keep thy commaandments.--T role _ 
at midnight to give praiſe to thee--I am a partaker 
with all them that fear thee, and that keep ly com- 
mandments.” 

5. Before I was humbled I offended--It-is 9056 
for me that thou haſt humbled me, that I may learn 
thy juſtifications.--In thy truth, thou haſt humbled me. 
O let thy mercy be for my comfort.” 

6. The wicked have told me tables : but not as 
thy law: All thy ſtatutes are truth. Forever O Lore, 
a word ſtandeth firm in heaven: thy truth-unto all 
generations--by thy ordinance the day goeth on: for 
all things ſerve thee.-- Thy. juſtifications I will never 
forget--I am thine; ſave thou me, &c.” uns 
one take me out of thy hands. 

7. O how have loved thy law O Lord, "tis my 
meditation all the day long. How ſweet is thy word 
to my palate, more (delicious) than hony to m7 
mouth--Thy wore is a lamp to my feet; and a light 
to my paths. have purchaſed thy teſtimonies for an 
inheritance for ever: becauſe they are the joy of my 
heart. J have inclined my heart to do thy juſtifica- 
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ons for ever; for the ſake of the reward.“ Which 
is nothing leſs than thyſelf. 
8. Pierce thou my fleſh with thy holy fear--T am 
thy ſervant! O give me underſtanding, that I may 
know thy teſtimonies.? That I may ever know and 
do thy holy will. a 
9. Tbou art ju O Lord and thy judgment is always 
10. My eyes (directed) to thee have prevented 
the morning; that I might meditate on thy words 
Thou art near O Lord (to them that ſeek thee) and all 
thy ways are truth. | 
I1. © Seven times a day have I given praiſe to thee 
--Much peace have they that love thy law: and to 
them there is no ſtumbling block--my foul ſhall live, 
and ſhall praiſe thee--I have gone aſtray, like a ſheep 
that is loſt : ſeek thou thy ſervant, becauſe I have not 
forgoten thy commandments.* Oh that theſe were 
always our diſpoſitions! Oh my foul, that this love 
of the divine law were always deeply imprinted in thy 
heart! 15 | 
Palm cxix. © Wo is me that my ſojourning is 


prolonged -* in this land of fin and miſery. O when 


Mall I be called home from this baniſhment. . 
P/alm cxx. * My help is from the Lord, who 
made heaven and earth.” O he in his good time will 
be my deliverer. W 5 
Bſalm cxxi. © I rejoiced at the things that have 
been ſaid to me: We ſhall go into the houſe of the 
Lord,“ to dwell with him for eternal years: Haſten 
'O Lord that happy day. f 
Pſalm cxxv. They that ſow in tears ſhall reap 
in joy. What comfort for them that labor here in 
the vi neyard of their Lord, provided they walk in 
trutb before him? 4 
Pſalm cxxvi. * Except the Lord build the houſe, 
they labor in vain that build it.--It is vain for you to 


riſe before light.” Ah! my ſoul nothing can be I | 
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thee, or for thee, to any good purpoſe, without the 


grace and bleſſing of the Lord. 


Pſalm cxxviu. © Bleſſed are all they that fear the 
Lord.-- Yea bleſſed ſhall-they he tor evermore. | 

P/alm cxxviii. Many a time have they fought a- 
gainſt me, from my youth: let Iſrael now ſay: Many 
a time have they fought againſt me from my youth 
but they could not prevail over me -- Let them all 
be confounded, and turned back, that hate Sion, (the 
Church of Chriſt.) Let them be as graſs upon the tops 


of houles, &c.* O ſuch fhail be the end of all that 


perſecute God's people. " 22 
Pſalm cxxix. © With the Lord there is mercy. | 
and with him plentiful redemption.* O ' tis in this 
plentiful redemption, thro? the blood of Chriſt, is all 
our hope, both tor the living, and ths dead! | 
Pſalm cxxxi. 'Fhis is my reſt for ever and ever: 
here will I dwell, for I have choſen it.“ O my ſoul, 
the place of thy true refi for ever and ever, is thy God, 
and his holy will. O chooſe this; and thou ſhalt 
live for ever, with the ever living God. 7 
Pſalm cxxxii. Behold how good and pleaſant it 
is for brethren to live together in unity, (O happy re- 
ligiout unity!) For there the Lord hath commanded 
a bleſſing, and life for ever more.“ Yes our God is 
unity, verity, and charity: where theſe are, there 
God is for evermore. | 2 %6 
Pſalm cxxxiii. © Behold now bleſs ye the Lord, 
all ye ſervants of the Lord, you who ſtand in the 
houſe of the Lord (even in his heavenly tabernacle )--- 
in the nights (whilf we are aſleep) lift ye up your 
hands to the holy places (of his ſanctuary above) and: 
bleſs ye the Lord (to: ſupply aur deſecle, and there 
make for us this prayer, may the Lord out of Sion 
bleſs you, even he that made heavenand earth,” 
Chriſtians, let this be always our evening prayer. 
Halm cxxxvi. Upon the banks of the rivers af Ba- 
bylon (the fleeting ſtreams of this wretched world) we 
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fat, and we wept, when we remember'd (our unhap- 
py captivity, and our diſtance from thee O Sion (our 
true home in our heavenly country) On the witlows 
(the melancholy trees which grow) in the midſt there- 
of, we hung up our muſical inſirumentt, (having no 
heart to play on them.) For there they that led us into 
captivity--ſaid : Sing ye to us a bymn of the ſongs of 
Sion. But bow ſhall we ſing the ſong of the Lord (the 
ſacred canticles of the divine praiſes) ina ſtrange land 
(enſlaved in this land of miſery and fin, and at ſo great 
a diſtance from the houſe of God, in our true country.) 
O If I ever forget thee O Feruſalem (O city of God a- 
bove) let my right band be forgoten--if I make not Fe- 
ruſalem the begining (the principal ſubject) of my 
Joy. See my ſoul, what ought to be thy ſentiments, 
whilſtthou ſiteſt a captive far from thy true home in 
the midſt of this Babylon of the world: O how mi- 
ſerable indeed is this daughter of Babylon, and all her 
admirers; O let us never be of this number. 

Pſalm cxxxvii. I will praiſe thee O Lord, with 
my whole heart--I will ſing praiſes to thee in the fight 
of the Angels, I will worſhip towards thy holy tem- 
ple; and I will give glory to thy name; for thy mer- 
cy, and for thy truth.--May all the kings of the earth 
give glory to thee.--For the Lord is high, and looketh 
on the low (the bumble) but the high (the proud) he 
knoweth afar off: (deſpiſing them, and ſetting them 
at a great diſtance from him.) If I ſhall walk in the 
midſt of tribulation, thou ſhalt enliven me. Thy 
mercy, O Lord, endureth for ever: O deſpife not [ 
beſeech thee the works of thy hands.“ O my ſoul, 
let us ever join in this prayer and praiſe. 3 

Pſalm cxxxviii. Whither ſhall I go from thy Spi- 
Tit? Or whither ſhall I flee from thy face (from- thy 
preſence.) Tf J aſcend up into heaven thou art there. 
If I deſcend into hell thou art there. If I take to me 
the' wings of the morning, and dwell in the uttermoſt 
parts of the ſea: Even there alſo ſhall thy hand lead 


me: 
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me and thy right hand ſhall hold me.--Darkneſs 
ſhall not be dark to thee, and night ſhall be as light 
as the day: the darkneſs thereof, and the light there- 
of are alike to thee.” O my foul ever remember theſe 
great truths; Have always the preſence of thy God 
before thy eyes, and ever rejoice under his protecti- 
on. 

Pſalm cxl. Jet my prayer be directed as incenſe 
in thy ſight.--Set thou a watch, O Lord, beſore my 
mouth, and a door round about my lips. Not to 
make excuſes in ſins, with men that work iniquity.-- 
Keep me from the ſnare, that they have laid for me.” 
O Lord do thou keep me from all them that ſeek the 
deſtruction of my ſoul. e 

P/a/m cxli. © I cried to thee, O Lord, thou art 
my hope, my portion in the land of the living.-- Bring 
my ſoul out of priſon, that I may praiſe 5 name. O 
when ſhall my toul be delivered from her long impri- 
ſonment, to ſee thee, love thee, and praiſe thee, O- 
my Goc, in the true land of the living. | 

Pſalm cxlii. © Hear © Lord my prayer: and en- 
ter not into judgment with thy ſervant 1 for in thy 
ſight no man living ſhall be juſtified. -I ſtretched forth - 
my hands to thee--my ſoul is as earth without water 
to thee.--Hear me ſpeedily O Lord. Turn not away 
thy face from me.--Cauſe me to hear thy mercy.-- - 
Make the way known to me wherein I ſhould watk-- - 
Deliver me. from all my enemies. Teach me to do 
thy will, for thou art my. God.“ O let this, my foul, , 
be thy perpetual prayer. e 

Pjalm cxliii. Man is like to vanity : his days 
paſs away like a ſhadow-- They (Aluded vorldlings) 
have called the people happy: that bath theſe things 
(honours, riches, and pleafures,) but happy indeed is 
that people whoſe God is the Lord.” Ah! none of 
thoſe vain toys can ever make thee happy, my ſoul: 
for thcu waſt made fo thy, God] and. in him alone 
canſt thou find a true repoſe. | 
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Pſalm exliv. Great is the Lord, and greatly to 
he praiſed: and of his greatneſs there is no end. 
The Lord is gracious and merciful,” patient and plen- 
teotis in mercy. The Lord is ſweet to all : and his 
tender mercies are over all his works, Let all th 
works, O Lord, praiſe thee : and let thy Saints bleſs 
thee.--Thy kingdom is a kingdom of all ages : and 
thy dominion endureth throughout all generations. 
The Lord is faithful in all his words, and holy in all 
his works--The Lord is nigh unto all them that call 
751 him: to all them that call upon him in truth. 
de will do the will of them that fear him; and he 
will hear their prayer, and will ſave them. The 
Lord keepeth all them that love him.--Let all fleſh 
bleſs his holy name for ever and ever.” O let his 
own tender mercies give glory to him for ever, and 
all -kis- wonderful ways in favor of the children of 
men. Amen. Amen. | . 

Pſalm exlv. Praiſe the Lord, O my foul; in 
my whole life I will praiſe the Lord, yea I will ſing 
to my God as long as I ſhall be. Put not your truſt 
in princes; in the children of men, in whom there 
is no ſalvation. His ſpirit (the foul of a prince) ſhall 
£0 forth (in death) and he ſhall return into his earth: 
in that day all their thoughts (and dz/igns) ſhall periſh 
(and come to nothing.) Bleſſed is he who hath the 
God of Jacob for his helper : whoſe hope is in the 
Lord his God, who made heaven and earth--who 
keepeth truth for ever.” O how vain then is he who 
puteth his truſt in a mortal man; and forgets his 
God, whoſe mercy and truth endureth for ever. 

alm cxlviii. Praiſe ye the Lord from the hea- 
vens.--Praile ye him all his Angels--For he ſpoke and 
they were made: he commanded, and they were cre- 
ated--(O may all bis creatures bleſs bim for ever.) 
Praiſe ye the Lord from the earth--Kings and all peo- 
ple, princes and judges, young men and maidens, &c. 


© let all praiſe the name of the Lord. Amen. Amen. 
Es 925 HDĩalm 
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Pſalm cl. Let every ſpirit praiſe the Lord. Alle- 
luja.*--Yea let every thing that has breath, bleſs the 
Lord : and let every breath we take give glory to his 
name. And may both heaven and earth be ever full 
of his praiſe. Amen. gt | 
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HA, I. v. 7. The fear of the Lord is the 
AL begining of wiſdom.“ Tis the choiceſt wiſdom, 
far exceling all the learning of the ſages of this 
world, and all human ſciences. v. 8. Hear then O 
my ſon the inſtruclions of this true wiſdom; and lay 
them up in thy heart; v. 9. That grace may be added 
to thy bead, &c. But beware of being led out of this 
true way of life, by the ſuggeſtions or examples of the 
wicked. v. 10. if fmers ſhall entice thee conſent not to 
them, v. 11. But reſlrain thy foot from their paths 
for they lead to death. Yea v. 18, They lye in wait 
for their own blood ; and practiſe deceits againſt their 
own ſouls. v. 19. So the ways of every covetous man, 
{who loves his mony more than his God,) deſtroy 
the ſouls of them that are poſſeſſed with this vice. v. 
20. Wiſdom preacbetb abroad, -- v. 22. O children 
bow long will you love childiſhneſs, (Ah what elſe are 
all the objects of your fond affections! and how long 
ye fools will you covet the things that are burtful. v. 
23. Turn ye at my reprosf. Be converted from your 
folly, and embrace the ways of wiſdom, while you 
have time otherwiſe mark what follows. v. 24. 
_ © Becauſe I called, and you refuſed to hearken to me : 
I ſtretched out my hand, and there was none of you 
that regarded me. v. 25, You have deſpiſed all my 
counſels, and neglected my reprehenſions. v. 26. 1 
alſo will laugh in your deſtruction — v. 27. When 
ſudden calamity like a tempeſt fhall fall bn you, and 
| - tribulation 
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tribulation: and diſtreſs ſhall come upon you. v. 28. 
Then ſhall they call upon me and I will not hear. -- 
v. 29. Becauſe they have hated inſtruction and recei- 
ved not the fear of the Lord. -- v. 31. Therefore they 
ſhall eat the fruit of their own way, and ſhall be filled 
with their own devices. v. 32. The proſperity of 


3 fools ſhall deſtroy them, by being the occaſion of their | 


ruin. O my ſoul let us always give ear to the pre- 
ching of heavenly wiſdom. Let us ever correſpond 
with the divine calls and graces; leſt we come to be 
overtaken with God's judgments and repent when tis 
too late. a | 

Chap. ii. v. 3. My fon if thou ſhalt call for 
true wiſdom, and incline thy heart to prudence. v. 4. 
Tf thou ſhalt ſeek for her as for mony, and ſhalt dig 
for her as for a treaſure. v. 5, Then ſhalt thou un- 
derſtand the fear of the Lord, and ſhalt find the know- 
ledge of God. v. 6. Becauſe the Lord giveth wiſ- 
dom, to them that ſeek it in earneſt. v. 9. Then 
ſhalt thou underſtand juſtice and judgment, and equi- 
ty, and every good path. v. 10. If true wiſdom ſhall 
enter into thy heart, and knowledge pleaſe thy ſoul. 
v. I1. Counfel ſhall keep thee and prudence ſhall 
preſerve thee. v. 12. That thou mayſt be delivered 
from the evil way, and from the man that ſpeaketh 
perverſe things, (evil teachers or libertines) who leave 
the right way of /ight and truth, and walk by dark 
ways, &c. v. 16. That thou mayſt be delivered from 
the ſtrange woman (from adultery, whether carnal or 
| ſpiritual) who v. 18. bath forgotten the covenant 
of her God. For her houſe inclineth unto death, and 
her paths to hell. v. 19. None that go into her ſhall 
return again; neither ſhail they take hold of the paths 
of life.” See my ſoul how difficult it is, for them that 
give themſelves up to this ſtrange woman. (either by 
ful or hereſy) to recover the ways of life any more. 
Embrace then true wiſdom, and ſhe ſhall be thy kee- 
per. v. 20. That thou mayſt walk in a good way; 
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and mayſt keep the paths of the juſt. v. 21. For 
they that are upright ſhall dwell in the earth. -- v. 22. 
But the wicked ſhall be deſtroyed -* and ſhall be ta- 
ken away from it.“ 1 | 
Chap. iii. v. 1. My ſon forget not my law, and 
let thy heart keep my commandments. v. 2. For 
they ſhall add to thee length of days, and years of 
life and peace. v. 3. Let not mercy and truth leave 
thee, put them about thy neck, and write them in 
the tablets of thy heart. v. 4. And thou ſhalt find 


v. 5. Have confidence in the Lord with all thy heart 
and lean not (depend not) upon thy own prudence. v. 
6. In all thy ways think on him, and he will direct 
thy ſteps. v. 7. Be not wiſe in thy own conceit, fear 
| God and depart from evil. v. 9. Honor the Lord 
with thy ſubſtance, and give him of the firſt of all 
thy fruits. v. 10. And thy barns ſhall be filled with 
abundance, and thy preſſes ſhall run over with wine. 
v. 11. My ſon, reje& not the correction of the Lord, 
and do not faint when thou art chaſtized by him. v. 
12. For whom the Lord loveth he chaſtiſeth, and as 
a father in the ſon he pleaſeth himſelf. v. 13. Hap- 
Py is the man that findeth wiſdom. -- v. 15. She is 
more precious than all riches : and all the things that 
are deſired by worldlings are not to be compared with 
her. v. 16. Length of days is in her right hand, and 
in her left hand riches and glory. v. 17. Her ways 
are beautiful ways, and all her paths are peaceable. v. 
118. She is a tree of life to them that lay hold on her 
(tbe fruit of which makes men live for ever,) and he 
that ſhall retain her is bleſſed. O my God give to 
us all this heavenly wiſdom, which teaches us to know 
"thee, and to love thee ; and which brings us to be 
eternally with thee. v. 21. My ſon, let not theſe 
things depart from thy eyes: keep the law and coun- 
ſel (of wiſdom.) v. 22. And there ſhall be lite to thy 
loul and grace to thy mouth. v. 23. Then 1 
| thou 


grace and good underſtanding before God and men. 


r 
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thou walk confidently in thy way, and thy foot ſhall 
not ſtumble. v. 24. If thou ſleep thou ſhalt not fear 
thou ſhalt reft, and thy ſleep ſhall be ſweet. -- v. 26. 
For the Lord will be at thy fide, and will keep thy 
foot that thou be not taken.” O how happy then 
are all they that with their whole heart love and ſeek. 
this true wiſdom! v. 31. Envy not the unjuſt man, 
and do not follow his ways. v. 32. For every mock- 
er is an abomination to the Lord, and his communi- 
cation is with the ſimple, the bumble, harmleſs and 
ußprigbt. v. 34 He ſhall ſcorn the ſcorners, and to 
the meek he ſhall give grace. | 


Chap. iv. v. 4- Let thy heart receive my words, 
keep my commandments, and thou ſhalt live. v. 5. 
| Get wiſdom, get prudence, forget not -- v. 6. ſor- 

ſake her not, and he ſhall keep thee, love her, and 
| the ſhall preſerve thee. v. 7. The begining of wit-- 
dom, get wiſdom-- v. 8. Take hold on her, and the 
| ſhall exalt thee: thou ſhalt be glorified by her, when 
thou ſhalt embrace her. v. 9. She ſhall give to thy 
head encreaſe of graces, and protect thee with a no- 
ble crown. v. 13. Hear O my ſon and receive my 
words that years of life may be multiplied to thee :- 
followed by thoſe eternal years that know no end, in- 
the land z the living. v. 11. I will ſhew thee tlie 
way of wiſdom and equity. v. 12. Which when thou: 
Thalt have entered, thy ſteps ſhall not be ſtraitened, 
and when thou runeſt thou ſhalt not meet a ſtumb-- 
lng block. or ſcandal to make thee fall into fin. v. 13. 
Take hold on inſtruction, leave it not, keep it, be- 
cauſe it is thy life. v. 14. But be not delighted in 


* the paths of the wicked. -- v. 15. lee far from 


their ways. v. 17. who eat the bread of wickedne ſs, 


ev. 18. The path of the juſt as a ſhining light, (a- 
the light of the morning) goeth forward and encrea- 
ſeth even to perfe& day. v. 19. The way of the 
wicked is darkſom : they know not where they fall. 
v. 20. My ſon hearken to my words. v. 21. Top 

em, 
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them in the midſt of thy heart: v. 22. For they are 

life to thoſe that find them, and health to all fleſh, 
v. 23. Withall watchfulneſs keep (guard) thy heart, 
| becauſe life iſſueth out from it. v. 24. Remove from 
thee a froward mouth : and let detracting lips be far 

from thee. v. 25. Let thy eyes look ſtraight on, by 
implicity and purity in thy intention and affefion : and 
the ey: lids go before thy ſtept by walking warily and 
cautiouſly. v. 26. make ſtraight the path for thy ſeet, 
the Holy ill and law of God, and all thy ways ſhall 
be eſtahliſhed. v. 25 Decline not to the right hand, 
nor to the leit, turn away thy foot from evil. And 
he will make thy ccurfes ſtraight, he will bring for- 
ward thy ways in pcace. | 

| IT v. v. I, My fon, attend to my wiſdom-- 
v. 2. That thou mayſt keep thoughts and thy lips 
may preſerve inſtruction. Eut O beware of the de- 
ceitof a woman. v. 3. For the lips of a harlot are like 
a honycomb. -- v. 4. But her end is as bitter as 
wormwood, and ſharp as a two edged ſword. v. 5. 
Her feet go down unto death, and her ſteps go in as 
far as hell.” Such are the dreadful conſequences of 
yielding to fins of impurity. O flee then from all the 
dangerous occaſions. v. 8. Remove thy way far 
from her, and come not nigh the dcors of her houſe. 
But ever remember that, v. 21. The Lord beholdeth 
the ways of man, and conſidereth all his Steps. v. 22. 


And that the wicked man hall be caught in his own 


iniquities, and faſt bound with the ropes of his own 


ſins v. 23. And he ſhall die, becauſe he hath not re- 


ceived inſtruction, and in the multitude ot his folly 
he ſhall be deceived. 

Chap. vi. v. 6. Go to the ant O fluggard, and 
conſidei her ways, and learn wiſdom. v. 7. Which al- 
though ſhe hath no guide, not maſter, not captain 
v. 8. Provideth her meat ior herſelf in the ſummer” 
and gathereth her food n the harveſt. v. 9. How lon? 
wilt thou ſleep, O fluggard? when wilt thou riſg 


ou 
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out of thy ſleep? v. 10. Thou wilt ſleep (thou ſay'/?) 


a little longer, thou wilt ſlumber a little.--v. 11. And 
whilſt thou art ſleeping on, want ſhall come on thee 
as a traveler, and poverty as a man armed.“ See my 
Soul, if in the ſpiritual ſenſe this be not applicable to 
thee : and make haſte to awake out of thy fleep. 
© But if thou be diligent, thy harveſt ſhall come as 
a fountain, and want ſhall flee far from thee. v. 12. 
A man that is an apoſtate, by falling from wiſdom and 
from God, an unprofitable man,--v. 14. who with a 
wicked heart deviſeth evil, and at all times 
ſoweth diſcord. v. 15. To ſuch a one, his deſtruQion 


| ſhall preſently come, and he ſhall ſuddenly be deſtroy'd, 


and ſhall no longer have any remedy. -- Six things 
there are which the Lord hateth, and the ſeventh his 
ſoul deteſteth.--Haughty (proud) eyes, a lying tongue, 
and hands that ſhed innocent blood. -- A heart that 
deviſeth wicked plots ; feet that are ſwift to run into 
miſchiet. -- A deceitful witneſs, and him that ſoweth 
diſcord amongſt brethren.--My ſon, keep the Com- 
mandments -- Bind them up in thy heart continually, 
and put them about thy neck--When thou walkeſt 
out, let them go with thee, when thou ſleepeſt, let 
them guard thee, and when thou awakeſt talk with 
them--For the commandment is a lam p, and the law 
a light, and the reproofs of inſtruction, the way of 
life That they may keep thee from the evil woman.” 
That is from all the allurements of luſt, and the dan- 
gerous occaſions of wicked company : of which the 
wiſe man pronounces. v. 27. © Can a man hide fire 
in his boſom, and his garments not burn ?--Or can he 
walk upon hot coals, and his feet not be burnt ?” So 
neither can he frequent the company, in which he 
meets with the Ae me of luſt, without endangering 
his being burnt with luſt. S | 

| Chap. vii. The wiſe man perſiſts in recommending 
the ſtudy and love of true wiſdom, as the beſt preſer- 


vative from being led aſtray into the ways of death a 
| | el, 
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hell, by the impudent woman (luſt or hereſy) and 
concludes by this exhortation. v. 25. Let not thy 
mind, my ſon, be drawn away in her ways: neither 
be thou deceived with her paths. For ſhe hath caſt 
down many wounded, and the ſtrongeſt have been 
ſlain by her. Her houſe is the way to hell, reaching 
even to the iner chambers of death.” 
Sap. viii. Sets forth the preaching, and the excel- 
ence of divine wiſdom. v. 4, &c. O ye men, to 
you I call - O ye little ones underſtand - and take 
notice. Hear me, for I will ſpeak of great things, 
and my lips ſhall be opened to preach right things. 
Receive my inſtruction preferably to mony : chooſe 
knowledge rather than gold. -- For wiſdom is better 
than all the moſt precious things, and whatſoever may 
be deſired cannot be compared to it.--I wiſdom dwell. 
in counſel. -- The fear of the Lord hateth all evil: I 
hate arrogance and pride and every wicked way, and 
a mouth with a double tongue. Counſel and equity 
is mine, prudence is mine, fortitude 1s mine.-- By 
me kings reign. I love them that love me, and they 
that in the morning early watch for me, ſhall find 
me. With me are 7be trueſt riches and glory, glori- 
ous riches and juſtice. For my fruit is better than 
gold and the precious ſtone, and my bloſſoms, than 
the choice ſilver.-I walk in the way of Juſtice.--That 
I may enrich them that love me, and may fill their 
treaſures.-- The Lord poſſeſſed me (the eternal wiſ- 
dom here ſpeals) in the begining of his ways, before 
he made any thing from the begining--- I was ſet up 
from eternity.-- before the earth was made.-- When 
he prepared the heavens I was there, when with a 
certain law and compaſs he encloſed the depths.-- 
When he eſtabliſhed the ſky above, and poiſed the 
fountains of waters. When he compaſſed the ſea 
with its bounds, and ſet a law to the waters, that they 
ſhould not paſs their limits : when he balanced the 
ſoundations of the earth.-- I was with him forming al 
| N things 
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things. And my delight is to be with the children 


of men.“ O the amiable word! How truly haſt thou 
verified this, O Lord, in thy incarnation; and in 


thoſe wondrous ways, by which thou haſt contrived 


to be always with us to the end of the world.- Now 
therefore, my children, give ear to me, bleſſed are 
; by that keep my ways. 21 inſtruction, and be 
wiſe, and reject it not - Bleſſed is the man that hear- 
eth me, and that watcheth daily at my gates. He 
that ſhall-find mefhall find life, and ſhall have falvati- 
.on from the Lord.-- But he that ſhall. fin againſt me 


ſhall hurt his own ſoul: All that hate me love death.“ 


O let us ever love; deſire and ſeek this lovely wiſdom ; 
and when we ſhall have found her, let us never let 


her go: and ſhe ſhall bring us to that true life which 


is with Gd. | 

Chap. ix. Wiſdom invites all to her banquet. v. 4, 
Ke. Whoſoever is a little one, let him come to me. 
-- Come eat my bread, and drink the wine which 1 
have mingled for you.-- Forſake childiſhneſs and live, 
and walk by the ways of prudence.-- The fear of the 


Lord is the begining of wifdom : and the knowledge 


of the holy is prudence. For by me fhall thy days be 
multiplied, and years of life ſhall be added to thee.— 
If thou be wiſe, thou ſhalt be ſo to thyſelf: Thou 
ſhalt reap the fruits of thy, wiſdom : and if thou be a 
- ſcorner, thou alone ſhalt bear the evil. Beware then of 
the allurements of the fooliſh woman, (worldly folly, 
the capital enemy of true wiſdom). inviting thee to 
feaſt with her, e waters, and promiſing thee 
pleaſure in her hiden and forbiden bread: | for with 


her are giants prepared to deſtroy thee ; and her gueſis 


are in the depths of bell. 
Chap. x. v. 5, &c, He that gathereth in the 


harveſt is a wiſe ſon : but he that ſnorteth in the ſum- 
mer (letting the ſunſbine of grace paſs away unregard- 
ed) is the ſon of confuſion : and ſhall be confounded 
for ever. The bleſſing of the Lord is upon the head 


of 
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of the juſt --: And his memory is with praiſes -- He 
that walketh ſincerely-(uprightly and hon?/ily) walketh 
confidently, but he that-perverteth his ways (whs/e 
ways are crooked and deceitful ) ſhall be manifeſt, /bal7 
be diſcovered and confounded In the multitude of 


words, fin ſhall not be wanting: but he that refrain- 


eth his lips is moſt wiſe.” O ſet thou, O Lord, a. 
guard upon my lips, thet I may never ſin by my 
words. 

Chap. xi. v. 1, &c. © A deceitful balance is an a- 
bomination before the Lord: ſuch often are the ſcales 
of the world : ſuch are always the ſcales of ſelf love. 
Where pride. is, there alſo ſhall. be reproach. (both 
ative and paſſive, .with contentions and injuries) but 
where humility is, there allo is wiſdom -- The fim-- 
plicity of the juſt ſhall guide them : and the deceit- 
fulneſs of the wicked ſhall deſtroy them; and be their. 
ruin Riches ſhall not profit in the day of revenge 


(auben God's judgments ſhall overtake the wicked) but 
juſtice ſhall dcliver from death -- The juſtice of the 


8 ſhall make his way proſperous -- Clemency 
prepareth life, and the purſuing of evil things death.-- 
A perverſe heart is abominable to the Lord; and his 
will is in them that walk ſincerely -- Some diftribute 


their own goods and are richer: others take away 


what is not their own, and. are always in want--Well 
doth he. riſe early who ſeeketh good things: but he. 
that ſeeketh after evil things fal be oppreſſed by 
them He that truſteth in his riches ſhall fall- The 
fruit of a juſt man is à tree of life: and he that gain- 
eth ſouls is wiſe--If the juſt man receive evils inthe 
earth, how much more the wicked and the finer ? 
Chap. xii, v. 1, &c. He that loveth correction 
loveth knowledge: but he that hateth reproof is fool- 
iſh -- Turn the wicked about and they ſhall not be, 
but the houſe of the juſt ſhall ſtand firm -- He that 
tilleth his land (that cultivateth bis ſoul) ſhall be filled 
th bread, but he that purſueth idleneſs is a very 
M2. fool 
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fool - Whatſoever ſhall befal the juſt man, it ſhall 


not make him ſad (becauſe of bis conformity with the 
will of God) but the wicked ſhall be filled with miſ- 
chief, and find no ſuch comfort.-- Lying lips are an a- 
bomination to the Lord: becauſe be is the God of truth : 
but they that deal faithfully pleaſe him.-- In the path 
of juſtice is life; but the byway leadeth to death. 
Chap. xiii. v. 3, &c. © He that keepeth his mouth 
(by baving a, conſtant guard on bis words) keepeth 
his foul : but he that hath no guard on his fpeech ſhall 
meet with evils.-- The fluggard willeth and willeth 
not (he is not in earneſt in his will of doing gaod, be- 
cauſe he will not take the pains) but the ſoul of them 
that work (that are induſtrious in good) ſhall be made 
fat. The juſt ſhall hate Flying word.-- One is as it 
were rich, when he hath nothing, and another is as 
it were poor, when he hath great riches.” O how 


rich is he who hath God with him; whom the. 


whole world cannot take from him! Among the 
proud there are always contentions, -- whereas the 
humble enjoy much peace. He that walketh With the 


| wiſe ſhall be wiſe; a friend of fools ſhall become 
like to them. Such is the influence of company and 
converſation.-- He that ſpareth the rod, hateth the 


child: but he that loveth correcteth him betimes.“ 
Chap. xiv. v. 12, &c. There is a way which 
ſeemeth juſt to a man (through a miſtaken conſcience 
and culpable ignorance) but the ends thereof lend to 
death. Laughter ſhall be mingled with forrow 


(which uſualy follows the mirth of worldlings) and 


mourning cometh cloſe after, and as it were laketh 
hold of the end of their joy He that deſpiſeth his 
poor neighbour ſineth: but he that ſheweth mercy 
to the poor ſhall be bleſſed. He that is patient is go- 
verned with much wiſdom : but he that is impatient 


exalte th his folly : that is, he ſhews the height of folly 
by making bis evils more inſupportable.— Soundneſs of 


heart is the life of the fleſh, (by greatly contributing 


even 


/ 
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even to corporal health) but envy (with the like paſſi- 
ons) is the rotteneſs of the bones: it carries putrefac- 
tion to the very bones. Juſtice exalteth a nation, but 
ſin maketh nations miſerable.“ O that all princes were 
ſenſible of this! | 
Chap. xv. v. 1, &c. A mild anſwer breaket 
wrath : but a harſh word ſtireth up fury.-- The eyes - 
of the Lord in every place behold both the good and 
the evil. A peaceable tongue is a tree of life in its 
fruits: but that which is immoderate (harſh and vio- 
lent) eruſheth the ipirit.-- Hell and and deſtruction 
(how remote ſever they may ſeem from God) are before 
the Lord, and naked to bis eye, how mach more the 
hearts of the children of men: in which he deſires io 
dwell for ever A ſecure mind (with a good conſci- 
ence) is like a continual feaſt.- Better is a little with 
the fear of the Lord: than great treaſures without 
content The way of the flothful is a hedge of thorns 
(by their meeting continually with difficulties) the way 
of the juſt is without offence : free from ſtumbling- 
blocks.-He that is greedy of gain troubleth (and bring” 
eth evil upon) his own houſe: but he that hateth 
bribes ſhall live. By mercy and faith fins are purg'd 
away.— The mind of the juſt ſtudieth obedience.-- 
The Lord is far from the wicked; and he will hear 
the prayers of the juſt The ear that willingly hear- 
reth the reproofs of life : ſhall abide in the midſt of 
the wiſe. -- But he that rejecteth inſtruction and re- 
prosf deſpiſeth his own ſoul.-- Humility (humiliation) 
goeth before glory: for he that humbleth himſelf 
ſhall be exalted. | ah „ 
Chap xvi. v. 1, &c. It is the part of the Lord 
to govern the tongue (tis a ſingular grace of God to 
keep the tongue in good order.) All the ways of 4 
man are open to his eyes, the Lord is a weigher of 
ſpirits.— Lay open thy works to the Lord: and thy 
thoughts fhall be directed.— The Lord hath made 
all things for himſelf. (O ON let me be always thine : 


— 
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I defire to give thee all my thoughts, words, and. 
works.) Every proud man is an abomination to the 
Lord.--To do juſtice is more acceptable with God: 
than to offer ſacrifices.--By mercy and truth iniquity 
is redeemed. (Lord give us grace ever to offer to thee 


this kind of worſhip.) Get wiſdom, for it is better 


than gold; and purchaſe prudence, for it is more 
precious than ſilver. Pride goeth before deſtruction: 
and the ſpirit is lifted up before a fall. The worſt 
and moſt ſhameful falls are uſually the puniſhment 
of pride. It is better to be humbled (by croſſes and 
afflictions) with the meek, than to divide ſpoils with. 
the proud, by ſhort-lived temporal proſperity.--The 
Patient man is better than the valiant :-and he that 
ruleth his ſpirit, than he that conquereth cities. 

Chap. xvii. v. 3, &c. * As ſilver is tried by fire- 
and gold in the furnace: ſo the Lord trieth the hearts, 
in the furnace of croſſes and tribulations.— He that. 


deſpiſeth the poor man reproacheth his Maker: and 


he that rejoiceth at another man's ruin Mall not be 
unpuniſhed.--He that concealeth a tranſgreſſion ſeek- 


eth to maintain friendſhips : but he that repeateth it 


again ſeparateth friends. A neceſſary precaution. is this 


not to tell one friend what another hath ſaid or done, 


with danger of cauſing a miſunderſtanding between. 
them. He that juſtifieth the wicked, and he that. 
condemneth the juſt, both are abominable before 


God. 


| Chap. xvii. v. 3, &c. © The wicked. man when he. 


is come into the depth of fin contemneth : but ig- 


nominy and reproach ſhall follow him. -- The lips of 
a ſool intermeddle with ſtrite, and his mouth provok- 
eth quarcrels.--His mouth is his deſtruction, and his 
tips the ruin of his ſoul. -The name of the Lord is a 
ſtrong tower: the juſt runeth to it, and ſhall be 
exalted.” O there is our refuge, my ſoul; there is 


our only ſecurity. -- Before deſiructiůon the beart of a. 
man is exalted (his being lifted up by pride brings 2 | 
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his downfal) and 8 be be glorified, it is humbled. 


Cbap. xix. v. 2, &c. Where there is no know- 

ledge of the ſoul, there is no good; and he that is 
haſty with his feet (who does his work with too much 
hurry) ſhall ſtumble.--A falſe witneſs ſhall not be un- 
puniſhed ; and he that ſpeaketh lies ſhall periſh. The 
Learning (and wiſdom) of a man is known by his 
patience: and his glory is to paſs over wrongs.- 
Houſe and riches are given by parents, but a prudent 
wife is properly from the Lord.--He that keepeth the 
commandment, keepeth his own ſoul : but he that 
neglecteth his own way ſhall die.-- He that hath mer- 

cy on the poor, lendeth to the Lord ; and he will re- 
pay him.“ O with great intereſt indeed 25 | 
Chap. xx. v. 4, &c. © Becauſe of the cold the ſſug- 
gard would not plow : he ſhal] beg therefore in the 
ſummer ; and it ſhall not be given him. -- Who can 
fay, my heart is clean, I am pure from fin ?--Divers 
weights, and divers meaſures both are abominable 
before God.--Say not, I will return evil; wait for 
the Lord, and he will deliver thee.” O bene my 
ſoul, of ſeeking to return evil for evil : - will hurt 
thee more than thy enemy. — . 

Chap. xxi. v. 2, &c. © The way of a man feemeth 
right to himſelf : but the Lord weigheth the hearts. 
Io do mercy and judgment pleaſeth the Lord more 
than viQtims.--He that gathereth treaſures by a lying 
tongue is vain and fooliſh z and ſhall ſtumble upon 
the ſnares of death.--He that ſtopeth his ear againſt 
the cry of the poor, ſhall alſo cry himſelt, and. ſhall | 
not. be heard.--He that followeth juſtice and mercy, 
ſhall find life, juſtice and:glory.--Defires kill the ſloth- 
ful: for he retuſed to work at all: and therefore bis 
deſires are vain. An obedient man ſhall ſpeak of. vic- 
tory, Obedience conquers all diſficulties. There is no 
wiſdom, there is no prudence, there is no counſel 
(that can.avail) * the Lord. 

_ Chap 
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Chyp. xxii. v. 6, &c. It is a proverb: a young 
man according to his way, even when he is old he 
will not depart from it.--Caſt out the ſcoffer, and 
contention ſhall go out with him ; and quarrels and 
reproaches ſhall ceaſe. The ſlothful man ſays, there 
is a lion in the way: I ſhall be ſlain in the midſt of 
the ſtreets. (His floth ſuggeſting vain apprebenſiont 

of difficulties and dangers, to keep bim from bis duty) 
-- The mouth of a harlot is a deep pit (into which 
when you are fallen it is hard to get out) he whom 
the Lord is angry with ſhall he /uffered to fall into it. 
--Folly is bound up in the heart of a child: and the 
trod * eorrection ſhall drive it away.--Be not a friend 
to a furious man. Leſt thou learn his ways, and 
take ſcandal to thy ſoul.--Paſs not beyond the ancient 
bounds, which thy fathers have ſet.” Beware of no- 
velties in doctrine and practice: and ſtick cloſe to an- 
tiquity. N | | 
Chap. xxiii. v. 10. &c. © Touch not the bounds of | 
little ones.--For their near kinſman is ſtrong (even the . 
Lord himſelf. who is the father of the fatherkſs ) a 
and he will judge their cauſe againſt thee.--Let thy l 
heart apply itſelf to inſtruction. But be thou in the ö 


fear of the Lord all the day long. Becauſe thou ſhalt t 
have hope in the latter end, and thy expectation ſhall t 
not be taken away.--My lon, give me thy heart: b 
and let thy eyes keep my ways: for fear of falling a1 
into the deep and narrow pit of unlawful Juſt. Who d 
hath wo? Whoſe father hath wo? Who hath con- TL 
tentions? Who falleth into pits ?--Surely they that 150 

| pals their time in wine, and ſtudy to drink off their th 
«cups—Look not upon the wine when it is yellow; ; 
when the colour thereof ſhineth in the glaſs: it goeth gn 

ii plegſantly.— But in the end it will bite like a ſnake, thi 
- and ſhall ſpread abroad poiſon like a me e Le 
eyes ſhall behold ſtrange women; and thy heart ſhall = 


utter perverſe things.” O beware ot intemperance 
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in drink, as the mother of luſt, and of innumerable 
other evils. 6 

Chap. xxiv. v. 1, &c. Seek not to be like evil 
men, neither deſire to be with them. Becauſe God 
and his truth is not with ibem.- The thought of a 
fool is fin : and the detractor is the abomination of 
men,-- Deliver them that are led (by error or vice 
to eternal death : and thoſe that are drawn away (by 
the world, the fleſh or the devil,) to the ſecond death 
forbear not to deliver, by »/ing all the means in thy 
power for their converſion.--If thou ſay, I have not 
ſtrength enough ; he that ſeeth into the heart, he 
underſtandeth (what tho migbt'ſt do, if thou badſt 
true charity and zeal) and nothing deceiveth the keep- 
er of thy ſoul, and he ſhall render to a man accord- 
ing to his works.-- Eat hony my ſon becauſe it is 
good and ſweet to thy throat.--So alſo is the doctrin 
of wiſdom to thy ſoul : which when thou haſt found, 
thou ſhalt have hope in the end, and thy hope ſhall 
not periſh.—When thy enemy ſhall fall be not glad, 
and in his ruin let not thy heart rejoice.--Leſt the 
Lord ſee, and it diſpleaſe him, and he turn away 
his wrath from him upon thee.--Seek not to be like 
the ungodly.--For evil men have no hope of the good 
things to come: and the lamp of the wicked ſhall 
be put out.--My fon, fear the Lord and the king: 
and have nothing to do with detraQers.--For their 
deſtruction ſhall riſe ſuddenly : and who knoweth the 
ruin of both (that is, who knoweth but their deſtruc- 
* * be alſo thy ruin, if thou haſt any ſociety with- 
them. | Ll 
Chap. xxv. v. 21, &c. If thy enemy be hungry. 
give him to eat: If he thirſt give him drink.-For 
thou ſhalt heap hot coals upon his head ; and the 
Lord will reward thee.--The north wind driveth a- 


way rain: ſo doth a ſad countenance a back-biting ; 


tongue,--As it is not good for a man to eat much ho- 
| ny 2 


dun mouth, &c. 


ny: ſo he that is a ſearcher of the divine Majeſty, : 
ſhall be overwhelmed by glory. bo | 
_ Chap. xxvi. v. 11, &c, As a dog that return- 
eth to his vomit, ſo is the fool that repeateth his folly... 
--Haſt thou ſeen a man wiſe in his own conceit ? 
There ſhall be more hope of a fool than of him. 
-- When the Wood faileth the fire ſhall go out : and. 
when the tale bearer is taken away, contentions ſhall . 
ceaſe.--He that digeth a pit ſhall fall into it, and he 
that rolleth a ſtone (io burt bis neighbour ) it ſhall 1e 
turn to him. | 
Cap. xxvil. v. 1, &c. © Boaſt not. for to morrow, 
for thou knoweſt not what the day to come may 
bring forth.--Let another praiſe. thce, and not thy, 
Chap. xxviii. v. 1, &c. © The wicked man fleeth;, | 
when no one purſueth - but the juſt bold as a lion. 


= ſhall be without dread. He that turneth away his ears 


from hearing the law of God, his prayer mall be. an 
abomination--He that hideth his fins ſhall not proſper - 
but he that ſhall confeſs and forſake them ſhall obtain 
mercy.Bleſſed is the man that is always fearful, viz.. 
| -of ſon, but he that is hardened in mind ſhall fall into 

evils.—He that walketh uprightly ſhall be ſaved: he 
| that is perverſe in his ways ſhall fall. at onèe.He that 
tilleth his ground ſhall be filled with bread: but he 
that followeth idleneſs ſhall be filled with poverty. 


| | 5 He that ſtealeth from his father or from his mother: 
And ſaith this is no fin, is the partner of a murderer.-- 


Hie that giveth to the poor ſhall not want; he that 
deſpiſeth his entreaty ſhall ſuffer indigence. 
- Chap. xxix. v. 15, &e. The rod and reproof 
give wiſdom : but the child that is leſt to his own 
will bringeth his mother. to ſhame.” See Chriſtians | 
that nothing is more-pernicious than- to follow your 
own will, and to flee from ſelf-denial.--* Haſt thou 
ſeen a man haſty to ſpeak: folly is rather to be look - 
ed for than his amendment.--He that n his 
| 22 ä ervant 
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ſervant delicately from his childhood, afterwards fhall 
find him ſtubborn.? (In the ſpiritual ſenſe the unmor- 
tified Chriſtian is here cenſured, who ſeeks to gratify 
his fleſh, which ought to be the ſervant, and there- 
by makes it ſtubborn and rebelious ! -- © Humiliation 
followeth the proud : and glory ſhall uphold the hum- 
ble of ſpirit. -- He that feareth man (more than 
God) ſhall quickly fall: He that truſteth in the Lord 
ſhall be ſet on high.--Many ſeek the face (and favar) 
of the prince : but the judgment of every one co- 
meth forth from the Lord :? and therefore his favor 
ought in the firſt place to be ſought. _ | 
Chap. xxx. v. 5, &c. © Every word of God is fire 
tried (meſi pure like gold refined by the fire.) He is a 
buckler to them that hope in him. — Add not a 
thing to his words (by way of altering them) leſt thou 
be reproved and found a liar.-- Two things I have 
aſked of thee, deny them not to me before I die.-- 
Remove far from me vanity and lying words. Give 
me neither beggary nor riches : give me only the ne- 
ceſſaries of life.--Leſt perhaps being filled (with the 
things of this world) I ſhould be tempted to deny (or 


at leaſt to forget the Lord, and my. dependance on him) 


or being compelled by poverty I ſhould ſteal, and for- 
ſwear the name of my God. | 
Chap. xxxi. Contains the praiſes of a valiant, that 
is of a wiſe and virtuous woman; induſtrious in ſto- 
ring up ſpiritual treaſures, and ever employ'd in good: 
and concludes. v. 30. © Favor is deceitful, and beauty 
is vain, the woman that feareth the Lord ſhe ſhall be 
praiſed. Give her of the fruit of her hands: and 
let her works praiſe her in the gates.* Chriſtians, em- 
brace all theſe documents of true wiſdom, which are 
| ſowed ſo thick by the Spirit of God in this book of 
Proverbs: let them fink deep into your hearts: and 
fee you conform yourſelves to them in the practice of 
your lives: and you ſhall be wiſe indeed, and wile to 
eternity. | | 7 
» -  Eceleſraſtes 
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HAP. i. v 2, &c. Vanity of vanities, faid 
Eccleſiaſtes (tbe preacher) vanity of vanities, and 
all is vanity. -- What hath a man more of all his 
labor, which he taketh under the ſun. -- All things 
are hard: man cannot explain them by word. The 
eye is not filled with ſeeing, neither is the ear filled 
with hearing. -- Nothing under the ſun is new. -- I 


have ſeeen all things that are done under the fun : and 


behold all 1s vanity and vexation of ſpirit -- The per- 
verſe are hard to be corrected, and the number of 
fools is infinite.” O how truly vain indeed is every 
thing elſe but the loving of God and the ſerving him a- 
lone ! O fools indeed all they that ſeek their happineſs 
in any thing elſe ! | 

Chap. ii. v. I. &c. * I faid in my heart, I will 
go and abound with delights-- and I ſaw that this alſo 
was vanity.-- Laughter I counted error; and to 
mirth I ſaid: why art thou vainly deceived ?-- I 
made me great works, I built me houſes, and planted 
vineyards. I made gardens, &c.-- I heaped me to- 
gether ſilver and gold, and the wealth of kings and 
provinces. -- And whatſoever my eyes deſted, Irefu- 
ſed them not: and I witheld not my heart from en- 
joying every pleaſure, and delighting itſelf in the things 
that I had prepared. -- And when 1 turned myſelf to 
all the works, which my hands had wrought; and to 
the labors wherein I had labored in vain: I faw 

im all things vanity and vexation of mind; and that 

nothing was laſting under the ſun.“ O wile indeed is 

he that is always ſenſible of this great truth, that God 

is All: and all things elſe are nothing but emptineſs 

and vanity, --© I paſſed further to behold wiſdom on 

one fide, and errors and folly on the other (what is man 


ſaid I, that he can follow the king his maker, by the 
f contemplation 


* 
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contemplation of bis works.) -- And I ſaw wiſdom ex- 


celed folly, as much as light differeth from darkneſs. 
-- The eyes of a wiſe manare in his head : the fool 
walketh in darkneſs: and ( yet with regard to this world) 
I learned that they were both equaly to die. -- And 
that the times to come ſhall cover all things together 

with oblivion.” -- From whence the wiſe man inſers, 
that learning alſo andthe ſtudy of ſciences, (if not re- 


ferred to eternity) is no better than vanity and vexa- 


tion of ſpirit.-- God hath given to a man that is good 
in his ſight (that is who is truly virtuous) wildom, 
knowledge and joy : but to the wicked he hath given 
vexation and ſuperfluous care -- which ends in vanity 
and fruitleſs folicitude of the mind.? 

Chap. iii. v. 1, &c. All things have their ſeaſon, 
and in their times all things paſs under the heavens.-- 
God hath made all things good in their time : and 


| hath delivered the world to the conſideration of the 


ſons of men, yet ſo that man cannot find out / perfectly ) - 


the work which God hath made. J/hs/e works 
continue for ever : and are all per fectl.“ O glory be 
to his name. But with regard to the works of men. 
=I faw under the ſun in the place of judgment 


wickedneſs, and in the place of juſtice iniquity -- And 
I faid in my heart: God ſhall judge both the juſt and 
the wicked: and then ſhall be the time of every 
thing.” Yes, then ſhall all things be reQified: and 


truth ſhall for ever take place of vanity. 


Chap. iv. v. 10, &c. * Wo to him that is alone 
(without a ſpiritual friend or director for when he 
falleth, he hath none to lift him up. -- Better is a boy 
(a ſervant) that is poor and wiſe, than a king that 
is old and fooliſh, who knoweth, not to foreſee for 
hereafter. -- Keep thy fodt when thou goeſt into the 
houſe of God (keep a guard on thy thoughts and af- 
feftioris) and draw nigh to hear (and obey the lar, of 
the Lord.) For much better is obedience than the 
victims of fools, who know not what evils they do. 

O „ _ 
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Chap. v. v. 1, &c. © Speak not any thing raſhly, 
and let not thy heart be haſty to utter a word before 
| God (concerning bis ways and judgments.) For God 
is in heaven, and thou upon earth: therefore let thy 
words be few : in his preſence. -- Dreams follow, ma- 
ny cares, and in many words ſhall be found folly. -- 
15 thou haſt vowed any thing to God, delay not to 
pay it: for an unfaithful and fooliſh promiſe diſplea- 
ſieth him. But whatſoever thou haſt vowed pay it. 
And it is much better not tovow, than after a vow 
not to perform the things promiſed. Give not thy 
mouth --to ſin: and ſay not--there is no providence : 
| Teſt God be angry at thy words, and deſtroy all the 
works of thy hands. Where there are many dreams, 
there are many vanities (empty imaginations of them 
that pretend to interpret them) and words without 
number, but do thou fear God, and not dreams. A 
covetous man ſhall not be ſatisfied with mony: and 
he that loveth riches ſhall reap no fruit from them: 
ſo this alſo is vanity :? in laboring to hoard up what 

he ſhall never enjoy. Pea 1 
Chap. vi. v. 8. What hath the wiſe man more 
than the fool? And what the poor man: but to go 
thither where there is true life, above in the land of the 

Tiving ? O this is a great advantage indeed! 

Chap. vil. v. 1, &c. What needeth a man to 
ſeek things that are above him, whereas he knoweth 
not what is profitable for him in his life; in all the 
.days of his pilgrimage, and the time that paſſeth like 
a ſhadow. Or who can tell him what ſhall be after 
him under the ſun ?? O how happy is he that ſeeketh 
nothing but God, that cafieth his whole care upon him 
and conſidereth all other things as paſſing away like a 
| ſhadow, and unworthy of a heart that was made for 
God! -- © It is better to go to the houſe of mourning 
than to the houſe of feaſting: for in that we are put 
in mind of the end of all, and the living thinketh 
What is to come. -- The heart of the wiſe, is gi 1nk 
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there is mourning (according to Gad) and the heart 
of fools where there is (profane worldly) mirth. It 
is better to be rebuked by a wiſe man, than to be 
deceived'by the flattery of fools. -- Be not quickly an- 
gry: for anger reſteth in the boſom of a fool. Beware 
tben-of this unreaſonable paſſion. -- Conſider the works 
of God, that no man can correct (or bring to good 

bim whom God hath deſpiſed.” O pray neverthe- 

leſs for theſe unhapy ſiners, that God in his mercy 
may reclaim them: the changing of hearts is the 
work of God alone. -- Be not over much wicked (by 
giving thyſelf up to ſin) and be not fooliſh :. leſi thou die 
before thy time. Alas! is not this the caſe of thouſands 
ot young people, who by indulging themſelves in a 
courſe of ſins, draw down upon their heads the judg- - 
ments of God, by which they are ſnatched away,. 


| when they leaſt expect it, and hurried down into the 


pit of a miſerable eternity. -- There is no juſt man 


upon earth that doth good, and ſineth not. For v, 


all offend in many things (St. James iii.) - I have 
ſurveyed all things with my mind, to know and con- 
fider, -- And I have found a woman (be ſpeaks of ſuch 
women as allure to fin) more bitter than death, -- the 
hunters (the devils) ſnare. -- He that pleaſeth God 
ſhall eſcape from her: but he that is a ſiner ſhall be 
caught by her : This I have found, that God made 
man right: and he has entangled himſelf (througb ſin) 
with an infinity of queſtions and difficulties. 815 
Chap. viii. v. 2, &c. * Obſerve the mouth of the 
king : and the commandments of the oath of God.-- 
Be not haſty to depart from his face, and do not con- 
tinue in an evil work: for he will do all that pleaſeth 
him.--And his word is full of power.--He that keepeth 
the commandment ſhall find no evil. -- Becauſe ſen- 
tence is not ſpeedily pronounced againſt the wicked, 


the children of men commit evils without any fear.-- 


But though a finer do evil a hundred times, and by 
patience be * know from thence m_ 
2 
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ſhall be well with them that fear God, who reverence 


his face. But let it not be well with the wicked, 


neither let his days be prolonged : but let them paſs 


away as a ſhadow, who fear not the face of the 


Lord.“ Hear O ye wicked, and tremble at this ſen- 


_ rence. 

Chap. ix. v. 1, &c, There are juſt men and 
wiſe men, and their works are in the hand of God; 
and yet man knoweth not whether he be worthy of 
love or hatred : --But all things are kept uncertain for 
the time to come. Beware then, my ſoul of preſumption, 
and ſtudy thou to work out thy ſalvation with fear 


trembling. -- Whatſoever thy hand is able to do, do 


it earneſtly (zn/tantly -) for neither work, nor reaſon-- 
ſhall be in hell, whither thou art haſtening.“ Yea 
now is the time to work, nothing can be done by us 
towards our ſalvation in the other world. | 

Chap. x. v. 8, &c. * He that digeth a pit, ſhall 
fall into it. -- If the tron be blunt; with much labor 
it ſhall be ſharpened : and thus after induſtry ſhall fol- 
low wiſdom. -- If a ſerpent bite in ſilence, he is no- 
thing better that backbiteth ſecretly. -- By ſlothfultieſs 


a building ſhall be brought down: and where the 


hands are weak and remiſs in taking care of repairing, 
the roof ſhall drop through,” This is true with relati- 
on alſo to the ſpiritual edifices, which by floth will be 
brought down. --* Detract not the king, no not in thy 


thought: and ſpeak not evil of the rich (or men in 


© % 


power) in thy cloſet: for eyen the birds of the air 
will: carry thy voice, and he that hath wings will tell 
what thou haſt ſaid.* A beautiful figure of ſpeech to 


expreſs the danger of giving one {elf the liberty of cen- 


ſuring and detracting princes. en 11 in 
Chap. xi. v. 1, &c. Caſt thy bread upon the run- 


ing waters (by alms and other good works) for after 


.a long time, thou ſhalt bnd it again (in its eternal re- 


ward) it being carried down by the ſtream into the 


great Ocean of Eternity. Give à portion, by * 
goals d 47 v0 
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wehilſt thou haſt it in thy power : for-tbou knoweſt not 
what evil ſhall be upon the earth, which may prevent 
then From dai it heceafter,;-= He ut ob ſerveth i 
wind, (too 00 and ſolicitous about what may hap- 
n to his c ball not ſe ſow, and be that conſideretÞ 
the clouds | ſhall 4 reap. In the ſpiritual ſenſe we are 
not to be Finds [lv alms, and other good works, 
by apprehenſions of the rainy day, or by ee | 
for to morr Ou x In the morning ow th feed, an 
A | the evening. f f nat thy Band ceaſe (that is, be, cont i- 
nualy laboring to low. the-ſeeds of good works, | in or- 
170 to a happ Py fron, / for thau krnoweſt not (becauſe 
the imperfection of thy performances) which may 
bus 17 up, this, Tie that: and if both together, 
4 ſhall the better. -- * Rejoice Q young man (with 


5 pe J and 4 good conſcience). and let thy 
heart 15 1 Bf good, in the in A 0 hy by 4 


th we 5 that for all the ways. of 
God will 1 77 into judgment. -- 2 ne ar, 
ein 05 heart; a Wy put away ori 2 ft) from thy 
(two capital enemies 4a] thy foul) For youth a 
1 are. vain.” N TY BY 5 * 
ap... ii. , c.. n eme crea or | 
the e be 4 fo 83 Before 5 15 be pros | 
al thee. - e uſt; return into its earth, from 
v. l 16a, d tl he ſpirit return to God who gave 
it. == Fa, jog hear together the concluſion of the 
ark Fear God, and keep his commandments: 
for this is oh 11 (che whole buſineſs and duty, 


eve let us BY give. — and obſerve; 55 
gore. 
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The Can TIC LES of divine love. 


H A P. i. v. 3, &c. Draw me, faith the ſpouſe 
4 fo her beloved, we will run after thee, to the o- 
dor of thy ointments (thc ſaweet attrafions of thy 
love,) we will be glad and rejoice in thee : the right- 
eous love thee.” O teach us all, dear Lord this hea- 
venly love. Shew me O thou whom my ſoul loveth, 
where thou feedeſt, where thou lyeſt in the mid-day.-- 
That I may know, where, and by what exerciſes of 
devotion, I may come at thee, and be entertained and 
fed by thee. -- While the king was at his repoſe, my 
ſpitenard ſent forth its precious odor of charity and 
humility, which is the moſt acceptable perfume to 
this great king. „ To i RS 
Cbap. ii. v. 1, &c. I am the flower of the field, 
end the lilly of the valleys, ſays our ſweet and humble 
Lord, comparing himſelf to that beautiful little flower 
an emblem of humility. -- I /at down, ſays the ſpouſe 
under his ſbadow, whom I deſired, even at the foot 
of his croſs, and bis fruit growing on this tree of life 
2 faveet to the palate of my foul. -- He brought me 
to the cellar of his delicious wine of divine contem- 
plation, through this gate of devotion to his paſſion ; 
he ſet in order charity (heavenly love) in me. -- Stay me 
up with flowers, compaſs me about with apples (the 
flowers of great refolutions, and the fruits of herotc 
works for the ſervice and glory of my Lord) for 1 
 languiſh with love in the contemplation of my belov- 
ed; and cannot endure to be any longer barren in his 
ſervice. --  adjure ye O ye daugbters of Ferufalem 
(religious ſouls) by tbe roes, and the barts of the fields, 
ſays our divine lover, that you flir not up. nor make 
the beloved to awake, by interrupting her contemplati- 
on, till ſbe pleaſe. -- Bebold my beloved ſlandetb bebind 


aur wall, looking through the windows.--"Fhus _ 
ouls 
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ſouls conſider their beloved as always looking upon 
them. -- © Behold my beloved ſpeaketh to me: ariſe, 
make haſte, my love, my dove, my beautiful one 
and come. For winter is now paſt, the rain is over 
and gone. Ariſe my love and come.“ O happy in- 
vitation! O when thou beloved of my font, ſhall this 
long winter paſs away, with all its ſtorms 5 when ſhalt 
the day of this happy invitation come to me -- * My 
beloved to me, and I to him, who feedeth among 
the lillies (of pure ſouls) til the day break and the 
ſhadows retire.” O may my beloved be always with 
me, and may I be always with him, till the night of 
this life ſhall retire, and the day of eternity ſhine up- 
on us. | 
Chap. in. v. 1, &c. In my bed by night I ſought 

bim cubom my ſoul Ioveth (by ardent defires and ſighs. 
after him} I ſought bim and found bim not (to my with 
with that devotion which I longed for.) Iwill riſe 
and will go about the city (the ſociety of the people of 
God) and in the fireets and ways thereof, I will ſeek 
the ſenſible preſence of him whom my ſoul lovetb : I 
fought him, and I found him not. The watchmen who 
keep the city (the fathers and paſtors of the chureh) 
found me. And I enquired of them; ſeeking their 
inſtruction and direction: Have you ſeen him, whom 
my foul loveth ? When I had a little paſſed by them, 
I found him whom my ſoul loveth : I held him and 
I will not let him go.“ O the happy fruits of perſe- 
verance in ſeeking the beloved of our ſouls! O the 
happy reſolution, when we have found him; to 
hold him faſt, and never to part with hum any 
more | > 
Chap. iv. v. 1, &c. How beautiful art thou my 

love, ſays our beloved to his true fpouſe, thy eyes are 
the eyes of doves pure, ſincere and innocent in all thy 
views and intentions and ever looking ſtreight at God. 
Thou art all fair, O my love, and there is not a 


ſpot in thee. Come from Libanus my ſpoule : _ 
thou 
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thou ſhalt be crowned.* (O how truly muſt that 
ſoul be without ſpot, which is to be invited to an e- 
ternal crown !) Thou haſt wounded my heart, my 
ſiſter, my ſpouſe, thou haſt wounded my heart, with 
one of thy eyes, and with one hair of thy neck. (Q 
bleſſed purity of intention, which even in the ſmalleſt 
things, compared to the hairs of the neck, wins 
the heart of our beloved.) My ſiſter, my ſpauſe is a 
garden encloſed (by a ſpirit of recollection and internal 
ſolitude.) She is 4 garden enclos d, (ſhuting out all 
diſorderly affections,) 4. fountain ſeal'd up, kept for 
her beloved alone. Thy plants are a paradiſe, &c. 
Ariſe O north wind (of tribulation) and come O ſouth 
wind (of conſolation) blow through my garden, and 
let the aromatical ſpices thereof flow.” For both in 
their turns are the uſual portion of the ſpouſes of 
Chrift : and both contribute to the growth of their 
_ virtues, here compared to aromaticah ſpices. 
Chap. v. u. 1, &c. Let my beloved come into 
his garden, and eat the fruit, &c.“ (O come thou 
beloved of my ſoul, and viſit this garden of mine, 
which I deſire may be all thine : and let all the fruit 
grow for thee.) · / ſleep, (in the repoſe of contemplati- 
on) and my heart watcheth, (my will is all an fire 
with divine love) --I adjure: you O ye daughters of Je- 
ruſalem, if you find my beloved, that you tell him 
that J languiſn with love, with longing deſires to be 
eternaly united to him. „ 
+ Chap. vi. v. 1, &c. My beloved is gone down 
into his garden, to the bed of aromatical ſpices (a- 
miong/l pure and choſen ſouls) to ſeed inthe. gardens, 
and to:gather lillies“ O let my foul be one of theſe 
white Ilies. © Ito my beloved, and my beloved to 
me, who: feedeth- among the lilljes? - One is my 
dove, my perfect one is but one - fair as the oon, 
bright as the ſun, terrible as an army ſet in array. O 
ſuch is the true church of Chriſt, the only ſpouſe of 
God's only ſon. , _ F624 ffs 128 1:64 0! 
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Chap. vii. v. 10, &c. © I to my beloved, and 
his turning is towards me. (O happy mutual love!) 
Come my beloved, let us go forth into the fields, let 
us abide in the country places : let us get up early to 
the vineyards, &c.“ O my ſoul, whitherſoever we | 
go, or Whatſoever we take in hand, let us invite our Lf 
beloved to go along with us: we cannot be otherwiſe 
than happy in his company. | 

Chap. viii. v. 1, &c. Who ſball give thee to me for 
my brother, ſays the ſpouſe to her beloved, ſucking 
the breaſts of my mother (O dear Lord thou haſt giv- 
en thy ſelf thus to us all by thy Incarnation) that 7 
may find thee abroad, and may kiſs thee, and now no 
one may deſpiſe me. So happy ſhall I be, ſo much 
honored and dignified, by having, ſo great and ſo 
lovely a brother. -- Who is this (air foul) that co- 
meth up from the deſart (the barren regions of this 
inferior world) flowing with (heavenly) delights, lean- 
ing upon her beloved (he ſource of all ber good) un- 
der the apple-tree I raiſed thee up, (by my mercy and 
grace) there thy mother (Eve) was corrupted, there 
ſhe that bore thee was defloured. -- Put me as a ſeal: 
upon thy heart (to regulate all thy affeclions) as a ſeal 
upon thy arm (to direct all thy actions) for love is 

ſtrong as death -- the lamps thereof are lamps of fire 

and flames. O ſweet fire when ſhalt thou be enkind- 
led in my peor heart ? -- Many waters cannot quench 
charity. Its flames are proof againſt all temptation ' 
and tribulations. © If a man ſhould give all the ſub 
ſtance of his houſe for love; he ſhall deſpiſe it as no- 
thing.“ O who ſhall give us the happy experience of 
this ſublime ſeraphic love. TOS EY DH 
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HAP. i. v. 2, &c. © Love juſtice you that are 
the rulers and judges of the earth. I hink of 
the Lord in goodneis, and ſeek him in ſingleneſs of 
heart. For he is found by them that ſeek bim ſin- 
cerely and uprightly, and who do not tempt him by 
double dealing : and he ſheweth himſelf to them that 
have faith in him. For perverſe and crooked thoughts 
ſeparate from God (they drive God far away from us) 
For wiſdom will not enter into a malicious ſoul ; nor 
dwell in a body ſubject to ſins. For the holy ſpirit of 
diſcipline will flee from the deceitful, the hypocrite. 
For God is witneſs of his reins, and he is a true 
ſearcher of his heart, and a hearer of his tongue. 
For the ſpirit of the Lord hath filled the whole 
world (is every where preſent.) Therefore he that 
ipeaketh unjuſt things can by no means be hid, nor 
eſcape puniſhment. For the ear of divine zeal (which 
abhoreth evil) heareth all things, and the tumult of 
murmuring ſhall not be hid from him. Keep your- 
ſelves therefore from murmuring, which profiteth no- 
thing, and refrain your tongue from detrad ion: for an 
obſcure ſpeech (a word in the dark) ſhall not go for 
nought, and the mouth: that lyeth killeth the ſoul 
Seek not death then in the error of your life, neither 
procure ye deſtruction: by the works of your hands: 
for God made not death, neither hath he pleaſure in 
the deſtruQtion of the living. But the: wicked with. 
works and words have called death and deſtruction to 
them, and have made a covenant with it : becauſe 
they are worthy to be of the part thereof.” Keep 
us, dear Lord, from ever aſſociating ourſelves with 
them: or ever joining with them in their vain rea- 


ſonings, deſcribed in the following chapter, _ 
| $ 
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leſs in their perſecuting the juſt and among them the 
ſon of God himſelf, Wiſdom ii. 12. 13. &c. 

Chap. iii. v. i. &c. © But the fouls of the juſt are 
in the hand of God, and the torment of death ſhall 
not touch them : In the ſight of the unwiſe they 
ſeemed to die, and their departure was taken for 
miſery---but they are in peace. And though in the 
ſight of men they ſuffered torments, their hope is 
full of immortality. Afflicted in few things in many 
they ſhall be well rewarded ; becauſe God hath tried 
them, and found them worthy of himſelf : as gold 
in the furnace he hath proved them, and as a victim 
of a holocauſt he hath received them ; and in time 
there ſhall be reſpect had to them O thus has it been 
with the martyrs of Chriſt.) The juſt ſhall ſhine 
---they ſhall judge nations, and rule over peoples, 
and their Lord ſhall reign for ever. They that truſt 
in him ſhall underſtand the truth : and they that are 
faithful in love ſhall reſt in him : for grace and peace 
is to his elect But the wicked ſhall be puniſhed ac- 
cording to their own devices; who have neglected 
the juſt, and have revolted from the Lord (O this is 
the beight of wickedneſs.) For he that rejecteth wiſ- 
dom and diſciphn is unhappy : and their hope is vain, 
and their labors without fruit, and their works un- 
profitable. But the fruit of good labors is glorious 
and the root of wiſdom never faileth.---But dreadful 
are the ends of a wicked race.” O my ſoul, learn 
thou to keep off from the ways of the wicked, that 
thou may'ſt eſcape the miſeries, which by the juſt 
judgment of God, attend them both in life and 
death, and ſtick cloſe to them to eternity. 

Chap. iv. v. 7, & * The juſt man, if he be pre- 
vented with death, ſhall be in reſt. For the old age 
that is venerable is noi that of long time, nor is it 
counted by the number of years : but the underſtand- 
ing of a man is grey hairs, and a ſpotleſs lite is old 
age. He pleaſed God, and was beloved by Bim: and 


whereas 
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whereas he was living amongſt ſiners, he was tran- 
flated and taken away from among ſt them; leſt wick- 
edneſs ſhould alter and corrupt his underſtanding, or 
| deceit ſhould beguile his foul. For the bewitching 
(the cheating diabolical impoſition) of vanity obſcureth 
and caſteth a dark cloud upon things truly good; and 
the wandering of concupiſcence perverteth and over- 
turneth the innocent mind -- His ſoul pleaſed God, 
and therefore he haſtened to bring him out of the 
midſt of iniquities, and of the many dangerous occa- 
ſions of ſin, with which we are ſurrounded in this 
- miſerable world. O Chriſtians admire and adore all 
the ways of God; and eſpecially his ſweet providence 
over them that love him. 

Chap. v. v. 3, &c. Mark the bitter, but fruitleſs 
repentance of the wicked in another world, upon 
their ſeeing the exaltation and glory of the juſt. 
© Theſeare they, ſhall they ſay, whom we had ſome 
time in deriſion, and for a parable of reproach. We 
fools eſteemed their life madneſs, and their end with- 
out honor. Behold how they are numbered among 
the children of God, and their lot is among the 
Saints. Therefore we have erred from the way of 
truth, and the light of juſtice hath not ſhined unto us. 
And the Sun of underſtanding hath not rifen upon us. 


We wearied ourſelves in the way of iniquity and de- 


ſtruction; and have walked through hard ways: but 
the way of the Lord we have not known. What 
hath pride profited us? or what advantage hath the 
boaſting of riches brought us? All thoſe things are 
paſſed away like a ſhadow, and like a poſt that run- 
eth on, and as a ſhip that paſſeth through the waves 
of which, when it is gone by, the trace cannot be 


found. So we alſo being born forthwith ceaſed to be 


and have been able to ſhew no mark of virtue, but 
have been conſumed in our wickedneſs. Such things 
as theſe the finers ſaid in hell: for the hope of the 

wicked is as duſt, which is blown away with the 2 
| But 
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— But the juſt ſhall live for evermore : and their re- 
ward 1s with the Lord; and the care of them with. 


the moſt High. Therefore ſhall they receive a king- 
dom of glory, and a crown of beauty at the hand of 
the Lord: for with his right hand he will cover them, 
and with his holy arm he will defend them, &c.“ O 
how happy are the juſt both in life and death, under 
the protection of the Lord ! But how miferably will 
the wicked find themſelves deceived in the end ? 
Chap. vi. Contains an addreſs to great ones, ex- 
korting them to ſeek after wifſdom; and fhewing how 
eaſily ſhe is to be found by them that ſeek after her, 
v. I, &c. Wiſdom is better than ſtrength. -- Hear 
therefore ye kings, and underſtand : learn ye that are 
judges of the earth. For power is given you by the 


Lord, and ſtrength by the moſt High, who will ex- 


amin your works, and ſearch out your thoughts : For 
if being miniſters of his kingdom, you have not judg- 
ed rightly, nor kept the law of juſtice, nor walked 
according to the will of God your great Maſter : Hor- 
ribly and ſpeedily will he appear to you; for a moſt ſe- 
verejudgment ſhall be for them that bear rule. For to 
him that is little mercy is granted : but the mighty 
ſhall be mightily tormented. For God will not except 
any man's perfon, neither will he ſtand in awe of any 
man's greatneſs: For he made the little and the great, 


and he hath equaly care of all: but a greater puniſh- 


ment is ready for the more mighty. To you there- 
fore O kings are theſe my words, that you may learn 
wildom. -- Wiſdom ts glorious, and never fadeth away, 
and is eaſily ſeen by them that love her, and is found 


by them that ſeek her. She preventeth them that 


covet her, fo that ſhe firſt ſheweth herſelf unto them. 

He that awaketh early to ſeek her, ſhall not labor, 

for he ſhall find her ſiting at his door. To think 

therefore upon her is perfect underſtanding : and he 

that watcheth for her ſhall quickly be ſecure. For 

ſhe goeth about ſeeking ſuch as are worthy of = 
* a 
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and ſhe ſheweth herſelf to them chearſuly in the 
ways, and meeieth them with all providence For 
the begining of her is the moſt true deſire of her diſ- 
ciplin, and -- the deſire of wiſdom bringeth to the 
everlaſting kingdom. -- Love ye then wildom, that 
you may reign for ever.“ O my ſoul, let us ever love, 


eek, and embrace this heavenly- wiſdom ; and ſhe 


will bring us to live for ever. 
Chap. vii. v. 7, &c. * I wiſhed, ſays Solomon, 


and underſtanding was given me: and I called upon 


God, and the ſpirit of wiſdom came upon me. And 
] prefered her before kingdoms and thrones ; and I 
eſteemed riches as nothing in compariſon with her. 
Neither did I compare to her any precious ſtone : for 
all gold in compariſon of her is as a little ſand, and 
filver in reſpect to her ſhall be counted as clay. I 
loved her above health and beauty ; and choſe to have 
Her inſtead of light, for her light cannot be put out. 
Now all good things come to me together with her, 
and innumerable riches through her hands; and I 
Tejoiced in them all; for this wiſdom went before 
me: and I knew not that ſhe was the mother of 
them all: which I have learned without guile, and 


communicate without envy, , and her riches I hide 


not. For ſhe is an infinite treaſure to men, which 
they that uſe become the iriends of God. He is the 


guide of wiſdom, and the director of the wiſe. For 


in his hand are both we, and our words, and all wiſ- 
dom, &c. And no defiled thing cometh into her: 
for ſhe is the brightneſs of eternal light -- and convey- 


eth herſelf into holy ſouls, and maketh friends of God 


and prophets. For God loveth none but him that 
dwelleth with wiſdom.“ O great Ged teach us this 


wiidom. | | | 
_ Chap. viii. v. 1, &c. She (wiſdom) reacheth 


fiom end to end mightily, and ordereth all things 


ſweetly. Her have I loved, and have ſought her out 


from my youth, and have deſired to take her for my 
3 ſpouſe, 
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ſpouſe, and I became a lover of her beauty. She 
ptorifieth her nobility by being converſant with God: 
yea and the Lord of all things hath loved her. For it 
fs ſhe that teacheth the knowledge of God. -- She 
teacheth temperance, and prudence, and juſtice and 
fortitude (the four cardinal virtues) which are ſuch 
things as men can have n-thing more profitable in 
life. -- I purpoſed therefore to to take her to me to 
I've with me: knowing: that ſhe will communicate 
to me of her good things, and will be a comfort in 
my cares and grief. -And as I knew that I could not 
otherwiſe he continent (or attain to wiſdom) except 
God gave it; and this alſo was a point of wiſdom to 
know whoſe gift it was: I went to the Lord, and 1 
beſought him with my whole heart.“ See in the fol- 
bowing chapter Solomon's prayer for wiſdom: and let 
us alſo learn to pray continualy and molt fervently 
for true wiſdom ; which indeed is nothing elſe but to 
know, to love, and to ſerve God. 

Chap. ix. v. 1, &c. © O God of my fathers, and 
Lord of mercy, ſays the wiſe man in bis prayer, who 
haſt made all things with thy word, and by thy wif 
dom haſt appointed man that he ſhould have dominion 
over the creature that was made by thee; that he ſhould 
order the world according to equity- and execute juſtice 
with an upright heart: Give me wiſdom- and caſt me 


not off from among thy children: for I am thy ſervant 


--a weak man, and of ſhort time, and wanting under- 
ſtanding. -- Send therefore to my 405 ſtance thy wiſdom 
out of thy holy heavens, -- that ſhe may be with me, 
and may labor with me, that I may know what 1s 
acceptable with thee -- for ſhe knoweth and under- 
ſtandeth all things, and ſhall lead me ſoberly in ny 
works, and ſhall preſerve me by her power. So 
ſhall my works be acceptable, and I ſhal govern thy 
people juſtly. For who among men is he that can 
know the counſel of God? Or who can think what 
the wilt of God is ? For the thoughts of mortal men 

1 are 
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are fearful, and our counſels uncertain. For the cor- 
ruptible body is a load upon the ſoul : and the earthly 
habitation preſſeth down the mind that muſeth upon 
many things. And hardly do we gueſs aright at things 
that are upon the earth -- but the things that are in 
heaven who ſhall ſearch out ? And who ſhall know 
thy thought, except thou give wiſdom, and ſend thy 
holy ſpirit from above; that ſo the ways of them 
that are upon earth may be corrected; and men may 
learn the things that pleaſe thee ? For by wiſdom they 
were healed, whoſoever have pleaſed thee, O Lord, 
from the begining.” O let us learn from this inſpi- 
red prayer, the ſentiments and diſpoſitions with which 
we ought to addreſs ourſelves to God, in our prayers 
for the divine light of true wiſdom : and praying thus 
we ſhall not fail to be heard. 

The following chapters ſhew forth what great things 
wiſdom has done tor the ancient Saints, and for the 
people of God in general. Fi 

Chap. xi. v. 23, &c. Por the whole world, O 


lance, and as a dropof the morning dew. -- But thou 
haſt mercy upon all, becauſe thou canſt do all things 
and winkeſt at the fins of men, for the ſake of repent- 
ance. For thou loveſt all things that are, and hateſt 
none of the things which thou haſt made -- becauſe 
they are thine, O Lord, who loveſt ſouls.“ O the 
infinite greatneſs and goodneſs of our God! 

Chap. xii. v. 1, &c. O how good, and how 


fore thou chaſtiſeſt them that err and go aſtray from 
thy law, but by little and little, and admoniſheſt them 
and ſpeakeſt to them, concerning the things wherein 
they offend: that leaving their wickedneſs they may 
Pelieve in thee O Lord.“ Of which the wiſe man 


with the Chananites, and his long ſuffering, wit 
which he endured them (for four hundred * in 
tnelſ 


Lerd, belore thee is but as the leaſt grain of the bal- 


ſweet is thy Spirit O Lord in all things! And there- 


gives an inſtance in the dealings of his divine Majeſty 
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their crimes; giving them time and place, whereby 
they might be changed from their wickedneſs : that by 
ſuch his dealings with his enemies bis people might 
learn to be juſt and humane; and to be of good hope, 


becauſe in judging, the Lord is ever ready to give place 


for repentance * O my ſoul, what muſt have 
become of us, if the divine mercy had not dealt ſo 
with us! 
Chap. xvi. v. 20, &c. * Thou diſt feed thy peo- 
ple with the food of Angels (the manna) and gaveſt 


them bread from heaven, having in it all that is 


delicious -- which though it were like a dew, or like 
ſow and ice yet it endured the force of fire, and 
melted not when dreſſed for the food of the people but 
if not gathered early in the morning, being war 

with a little ſun beam, it preſently melted away: 
that it might be known to all that we mult ariſe be- 
fore the ſun to bleſs thee, and worſhip thee at the 
dawning of the light.” Happy they that always rife - 
early in the morning, to gather the manna of heaven- 
ly Grace, by the exerciſe of mental prayer! O my 
foul, let us ever aim at this happineſs. . | 


em m —_—— 


ECCLESIASTIGUS, 


WH AP. i. v. 1, &c. © All wiſdom is from the 
Lord God, &c. {ſee then my ſoul; where thou- 
art to ſerk it, if thou wilt effefually find it.) The- 
word of God on high is the fountain of wiſdom. 
There is one moſt bigh Creator, Almighty, and a 

powerful King, and greatly to be teared ; who ſiteth 
upon his throne, and is the God of dominion. He 
created her in the Holy Ghoſt - and he poured her- 
out upon all his works -- and hath given her to them- 
that love him: -- The fear of the Lord is honour and 
glory -- The fear of the Lord ſhall delight the heart, 
| F243 and 
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and ſhall give 'oy and gladneſs, and length of days, 
With him that fearcth the Lord it ſhall be well in the 
latter end; and in the day of his death he ſhall be 
bleſſed. The love of God is honorable wiſdom. -- 
To fear God is the fulneſs of wiſdom. -- The fear of 
the Lord driveth out fin. For he that is withcut fear 
cannot be juſtified. O give us this heavenly wiſ- 
dom. O teach us ever to fear thee, and to love thee, 
for this is true wiſdom. | | 
| Chap. ii. v. 1, &c. Son, when thou comeſt to 
the ſervice of God, ſtand (rm) in juſtice and in the 
fear (of the Lord) and prepare thy ſoul for temptation 
(and for a variety of tryals and croſſes, which are ne- 
ver wanting to the ſervants of God, in their mortal 
pilgrimage.) Humble thy heart (therefore) and en- 
dure (them with reſignation )--wait on God with pati- 
ence : join thyſelf to God, (by keeping cloſe Io bim, 
and to bis holy will,) and endure, that thy life may 
be encreaſed in the latter end, (by ading to it eternal 
years with God.) Take all that ſhall be brought up- 
on thee (as coming from the holy hand of God) and 
m thy ſorrow endure, and in thy humiliation keep 
patience. For gold and ſilver are tried in the fire: 
but acceptable men in the furnace of humiliation. 
Believe God, and he will recover thee, and direct 
thy way (4 bim) and truſt in him. Know ye that 
no one hath hoped in the Lord, and hath beencon- 
founded. -- For God is compailionate and merciful, 
and will forgive ſins in the day of tribulation : and he 
is a pratector to all that ſeek him in truth (and in ſin- 
cerity of beart.) But wo to them that are of a dou- 
ble heart. -- Wo to them that are faint hearted ; who 
believe not God (and truſt not in bim) and therefore 


they ſhall not be protected by him. Wo to them 
that have loſt patience, and therefore have forſaken 
the right ways, and have gone afide into crooked 
ways. And what will they do when the Lord ſhall 
begin toexamin (and call them to ax accoùnt.) They 
| Mp | that 
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that fear the Lord will ſeek after the things that are 
well pleaſing to him — and in his ſight will ſanctify 
their ſouls. They that fear the Lord will keep his 
commandments: and will have patience (o the end) 


even until his viſitation, ſaying: If we do not penance, 


we ſhall fall into the hands of the Lord, and not in- 
to the hands of men, &c.“ O who will give us to 
remember all theſe excelent leſſons; and to ſhew 
them forth in the practice of our lives! | 
Chap. iii. v. 4, &c. He that loveth God ſhall ob- 
tain pardon for his ſins by prayer, and ſhall refrain 
himſelf from them, for the future, and ſhall be heard 
in the prayer of days, (by perſeverance in prayer.) 


Honor thy father (and mother) in work, and word, 


and all patience : That a bleſſing may come upon thee 


from him, and his bleſſing may remain in the latter 


end. The father's bleſſing eſtabliſheth the houſes of 


the children,-- Son, ſupport the old age of thy father: 


and grieve him not in his life: and if his underſtand- 
ing fail, have patience with him, and deſpiſe him 
not -- for the relieving of the father ſhall not be for- 
goten. And in juſtice thou ſhalt be built up; and 
in the day of affliction thou ſhalt be remembred, and 
thy fins ſhall melt away, as the ice in the fair 
warm weather. My ſon, do thy works in meekneſs: 
and thou ſhalt be beloved above the glory of men. 
The gredter thou art, the more thou ſhalt humble 
thyſelf in all things, and thou ſhalt find grace before 
God. For great is the power of God alone, and he 


is honored by the humble. -- Seek not the things that 


are too high for thee. — But the things that God hath 


commanded thee to ds: think on them always: and 


in many of his works be not curious ; for it is not ne- 
ceſſary for thee to fee (or last into) thoſe things that 
are hid. A hard heart ſhall fare il] at the laſt : And 
he that loveth danger ſhall periſh in it. The con- 
gregation of the proud ſhall not be healed: for the 


plant of wickedneſs fhall take root im them; and it 
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ſhall not be perceived: (becauſe their pride ſhall Blind 
them.) - Water quencheth a flaming fire: and alms 
reſiſteth ſins : Wa God provideth for him that ſhew- 
eth favor to the poor, &c.” Chriſtians let us all at- 
tend to theſe-documents of truth and life. 

Chap. iv. v. 1, &c. * Son, defraud not the poor 
of alms. -- Bow down thy ear chearfuly to the poor 
man -- and anſwer peaceable words with mildneſs.--Be 
merciful to the fatherleſs as a father-- and thou ſhalt 
be as the obedient fon of the moſt High: and he will 
have mercy on thee, more than the (tendere/?) mother. 
-- Son, obſerve the time, and fly from evil. Strive 
for juſtice, for thy ſoul, and even unto death fight 
for juſtice: and God will overthrow thy enemies for 
thee.” O my foul love thou mercy, and ſtrive al- 

ways for juftice and virtue; and God will be always 
with thee. 

Chap. v. v. 2, &c. Follow not in thy ſtrength 
the deſires of thy heart (hy paſſions and luſis.) For 
God will ſurely take revenge. Say not: I have ſined, 
and what harm hath beſalen me? For the moſt High 
is a patient rewarder. Be not without fear about fin 
forgiven: and add not ſin upon fin. And ſay not: 
the mercy of the Lord is great ;- he will have mercy 
on the multitude of my ſins. For mercy and wrath 
ickly come forth from him: but his wrath ir furn- 
ed towards, and looketh upon ſiners. Delay not hen 
to be converted to the Lord, and defer it not from 
day to day: For his wrath ſhall:come on a ſudden;- 
and in the time of vengeance he will deſtroy thee.” 
Siners, lay up theſe awtul ſentences in your mind; 
and make haſte to get rid of your fins before it be too 
late. 

Chap. vi. v. 5, &c. * A ſweet word multiplieth 
friends, and appeaſeth enemies. -- Be in peace with 
many: but let one of a thouſand be thy counſelor. 
Nothing can be compared to a faithful friend. (He 


that hath found him bath found a treaſure.) A faithful 
+ friend- 
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friend is the medicin of life and immortality : and 
they that fear the Lord ſhall find him, &c.“ O'tis 

the fear of the Lord alone is the way to all good. 
Chap. vii. v. 1, &c. * Do no evils: and no evils 
ſhall take hold on thee -- ſeek not of the Lord a pre- 
eminence. -- Juſtify not thyſelf before God, for he 
| knoweth the heart. Seek not to be made a judge, 
unleſs thou haſt ſtrength enough to extirpate iniqui- 
ties: leſt thou fear the perſon of the powerful, and 
lay a ſtumbling block for thy integrity.-- Bind not 
ſin to fin: for even in one, thou ſhalt not be unpu- 
niſhed. Be not fainthearted in thy mind: NegleQ 
not to pray, and to give alms. -- Laugh no man to 
ſcorn -- for there is one that humbleth, and exalteth, 
even God who ſeeth all. Humble thy ſpirit very 
much, -- With all thy ſoul fear the Lord, and rever- 
ence his prieſts. -- Be not wanting in comforting them 
that weep. -- Be not flow to viſit the ſick; for by 
theſe things thou ſhalt be confirmed in love (charity.) 
-- In all thy works, remember thy laſt things : and 
thou ſhalt never ſin.” O let us ever remember theſe 

excelent leſſons. | 
Chap. ix. v. 2, &c. Give not the power of thy 
ſoul to a woman (by luſt.) Gaze not upon a maiden 
left her beauty be a ſtymbling block to thee. -- Look 
not round about thee in the ſtreets of the city. (For 
fear of objetts which may be dangerous to thee.) Turn 
away thy face from a woman that is dreſſed out -- for 
many have perifhed by the beauty of a woman ; and 
hereby luſt is enkindled as a fire. -- Let juſt men be 
thy gueſts : and let thy glory be in the fear of God : 
And let the thoughts of God be in thy mind : and all 
thy diſcourſes .on the commandments of the moſt 
High.” O my ſoul ſee thou flee the occafions of 
8 and ſin, and keep thyſelf ever cloſe to thy 
Chop. x. v. 7, &c. © Pride is hateful both before 
God and man. -- A kingdom is tranſlated from one 
| people 
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people to another, becauſe of injuſtices and wrongs. 
-- But nothing is more wicked than the covetous 
man. Why is earth and aſhes proud? There is not 
a more wicked thing than to love mony : For ſuch 
a one ſeteth even his own ſoul to ſale. -- All power 
is of ſhort life — a king is to day, and to morrow he 
ſhall die. When a man fhall die, he ſhall inherit 
ſerpents, and beafts, and worms. The begining of 
the pride of man is to fall off from God. -- For pride 
is the begining of all fin : he that holdeth it ſhall be 
filed with maledictions and it ſhall ruin him in the 
end.-- Pride was not made for men, nor wrath for the 
race of women. That ſeed of men ſhall be honored, 
which feareth God: but that ſeed fhall be diſhonored, 
which tranſgreſſeth the commandments of the Lord. 
— The fear of God is the glory both of the rich -- and 
of the poor. -- The great man, and the judge, and 
the mighty is in honor: but there is no one greater 
than he that feareth God.“ O give us, O Lord, thy 
holy fear. | | | 
Chap. xi. v. 27, &c. © In the day of good things 
be not unmindful of ewls (which may guickly come uf- 
on thee) and in the day of evils, be not unmindful of 
good things: For it is caſy before God, at the day of 
death to reward every one according to his ways. 
In the end of a man is the diſcloſing of his works. 
Praiſe not any man before death.“ O tis that criti- 


cal moment of death is to decide the true merit, and. 


the eternal lot of us all ! 
| Chap. xii. v. 13, &c. Who will pity a charmer 
ſtruck by a ſerpent, or any that come near wild beaſts, 
fo it is with him that keepeth company with a wick- 
eld man, and is involved in his ſins. ; 
Chap. xiii. v. 1, &c. He that toucheth pitch 
ſhall be defiled with it: and he that hath fellowſhip 
with the proud ſhall put on pride. (See bow often the 
Spirit of Gad warns us againſt the contagion of bad rf 
pany. 
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pany.) -- Love God all thy life long, and call upon 
him for thy ſalvation.” For he alone can fave thee. 

Chap. xiv. v. 1, &c. Bleſled is the man that 
hath not ſlipt by a word out of his mouth; and is not 
pricked with the remorſe of ſin. He that is evil to 
himſelf, to whom will he be goad ?-- The eye of 
the covetcus man is infatiable. -- My fon, if thou 
have any thing, do good to thyſelf, (uſe what thou 
haſt for tbe benefit of thy own ſoul) and offer to God 
worthy offerings Remember that death is not ſlow 
(but will come ſpeedily and take all away : therefore) 
do good to thy friend, before thou die; and according 
to thy ability ſtretch out thy hand, and give to the 
poor. Defraud not thyſelf of the good day (/ this 
time in which tbou may f lay up flores for a happy e- 
ternity.) -- Give, and take, and juſtity thy ſoul. Be- 
fore thy death work juſtice: for in the regions below 
there is no finding food. All fleſh ſhall fade as graſs; 
and as the leaf that ſpringeth out on a green tree: 
ſome grow: and ſome fall off: ſo is the generation 
of fleſh and blood, one cometh to an end, and ano- 
ther is born. Every work that is corruptible ſhall fail 
in the end: and the worker thereof ſhall go with it. 
And every excellent work ſhall be juſtified : and the. 
worker thereof ſhall be honored therein. Bleſſed 
therefore is the man that ſhall continue in true wiſdom, 
and meditate in his juſtice, and in his mind ſhall ever 
think of the all ſeeing eye of God.“ O let theſe leſ- 
ſons be deeply engraven in our hearts. 

Chap. xv. v. 1, &c. He that teareth God will 
do good things: -- and ſhall lay hold on juſtice : -- and 
ſhe will meet him as a mother that is honored. -- 
With the bread of life and underſtanding ſhe ſhall 
feed him, and give him the water of wholeſom wil- 
dom to drink. -- And ſhe ſhall heap upon him a trea- 


ſure of joy and gladnefs. -- (O the excelent fruits of 


true juflice.) -- God made man from the begining, 
and left him in the hand of his ow n counſel (by giving 
| | bim 


——— — > 


\ > . * - _— wh 0 
— — I. 2 - - — — — — — —— — - 
— — — * ws - - . - — N 
. ; 8 - 8 2 — — — C 
— — — - - 


— — — — — 
— - — —— e 


o % « 
— — - —ſ 
— — — 


— —— — * 


—— — — 


168 The Morality [Ecclgſiaſticus. 
bim free will.) -- Before man is life and death, good 


and evil, that which he ſhalt chooſe ſhall be given 


him. The eyes of the Lord are towards them that 
fear him : and he knoweth all the work of man, &c. 


O my ſoul never forget this. 


Chap. xvi. v. 16, &c. © Mercy and wrath are 
with Ged: He is mighty to forgive, and mighty to 
pour out indignation. -- Say not: I ſhall be hiden 
from God--in ſuck a multitude I ſhall not be known: 
for what is my ſoul in ſuch an immenſe creation? 
Behold the heaven, and the heavens of heavens, the 
the deep, and all the earth -- when God fhall look 
upon them, ſhall be ſhaken with trembling: and in 
all theſe things the heart (of ſiners) is ſenſeleſs : yet 
every heart is underſtood by him. But his ways who 
fhall underſtand -- and the works of his juſtice who 
ſhall declare? Or who ſhall endure ? - and the exa- 
mination of all is in the end. 

Chap. xvit. v. 1, &c. God created man of the 
earth, and made him after his ow image. -- He gave 
kim the number of his days and time, and gave him 
power over all things, that are upon the earth. -- He 
ſet his eye upon their hearts to ſhew them the great- 
neſs of his works: that they might praife the name, 


which he hath ſanctified: and glory in his wondrous 


works.--He gave them «lfo inſtructions, and the law 
of life for an inheritance : He made an everlaſting 
covenant with them: and he ſhewed them his juſtice 
and judgments---and he gave to every one of them 
commandment concerning his neighbour. Their 
ways are always before him: they are never hiden 
from his eyes All their works are as the ſun in the 
fight of God: and his eyes are continualy' upon 
their ways. And afterwards he ſhall riſe up, (in 
Judgment) and ſhall render them their reward, to e- 
very one upon their own head. But to the penitent 
he hath given the way of juſtice. Turn then to the 


Lord, and forſake thy ſins: make thy prayer bein 
| | tne 


the face of the Lord -- and turn away from thy in- 
juſtice, and greatly hate all abomination: and know 
the juſtices, and judgments of. God, and ſtand firm in 
the lot ſet before thee, and in prayer to the moſt high 
God, Go over to the ſide of the holy ones, with them 
that live, and give praiſe to God, Tarry not inthe 
error of the ungodly, : -- Great, is the mercy of the 
Lord, and his forgivneſs t to them that turn to him.“ 
Hear ben O ye ſiners, and turn to the Lord, and 
there is a mercy in ſtore for you. 

Fatt Xxvili. v. I, c. He that liveth. for ever 
(th 7 Eternal) created all. things: together = who is a- 
ble to declare his works -- and = ſhall ſhew forth 
the, power. his Majeſty: or who ſhall be able to 
declare his — 15 7 Nothin g may be taken away, nor 


works, of; God. Whewa man hath dope, then ſhall 

dhe begin. ( WMben he (hall. KY one all in his 

e are the greatneſs o „ he, 

ür een tele of . work; bis divine Ma- 
ine 


. 1 1 what is his grace, mY what. is his- 


at the. moſt are a hundred years: as a drop of water 
are, they eſtcemed 3, and as a pebble of the ſand, fo 
Ae a few yearꝭ compared to eternit 1Therefore God 
N 8 in FER Ie mt "Find nder thee from 
| kale be, not 555 io be juſtified even 
_— Re ng the Teward of God continueth for 
ever. esche prayer 7 thy ſoul, and be not as 
2 man that tempteth 
ASL: thing: and in the days of,ſins/walbeware of 
th. Go not .afier thy. laſts : hut turn away from 
*thy own wall. If thou give. thy, fout her defires, ſhe 
will make thee a joy ta thy emies.“ 
Cbapr xix. v. 21, &c. He that contemneth ſmall 
things ſhall fall by little and, little. Wine and women 
Foe wiſe men fall off, &c. He that! is haſty to give 
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aded; neither is it Poſſible to find out the glorious 


ble and incompre enüible.) 4 
or what is his evil? The number of the, days x 7 5 | 


od. -- A wit man will fear 


|. 
| 
| 
' 
| 
| 
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credit is light of heart. Haſt thou heard a word a- 
gainſt thy neighbour, let it die within thee, &c.? 
Chap. xx. v 26, c. A lie is a foul blot in a 
man. -- A thief is better than a man that is always 
lying: but both of them ſhall inherit deſtiuction. | 
The manners of lying men are without honor: and | 
their confuſion is with them without ceaſing.* * | 
Chap. xxi v. 1, &c. My ſon, haſt thou ſined? 
do ſo no more, but for thy former fins alſo pray that 
they may be forgiven thee. Flee from fins, as from / 
the face of a ſerpent, &c. The congregation of ſiners { 
is like tow heaped together, and the end of them is } 
a flame of fire. The way of ſiners is made plain with t 
Nones ; and in their end is hell, and darkneſs and pains.” 4 
O keep us Lord, from all fin, and nothing elle ſhall 1 
be able to hurt us. op hs 
Chap. xxii. v. 3, &c. Who will ſet a guard £ 
before my mouth; and a ſure ſeal upon my lips; that tl 
I fall not by them, and that my tongue deſtroy me * 


not! O none but my God can ſecure me from this fe 
dangerous enemy, the tonguanme. 
Chap. xxiii. v. 1, e. O Lord, the father and Vi 
ſovereign ruler of my life, leave me not, nor ſuffer L 
me to fall -- leſt my enemy rejoice over me. -- Give be 
me not haughtineſs of my eyes, and turn away from an 
me all coveting. Take from me the greedineſs pr 


of the belly; and let not the lofts of the fleſh take an 
Hold of me, &c. Let not thy mouth be accuſtomed m 
to ſwearing, and let not the name of God be uſual in his 
thy mouth. A man that ſweareth much ſhall be fil- * 
led with iniquity : and a ſcourge ſhall not depart from | 
His houſe. Let not thy mouth be accuſtomed to in- et 
_ diſcreet ſpeech, &c. The libertine ſays, who ſeeth be 
me ? Darkneſs compaſſeth me about, and the walis er 
cover me; and no man ſeeth me: whom do I fear ? ſed 
The moſt High will not remember my fins. And He 
he underſtandeth not that his eye feeth all things, -- ſha 


and he knoweth not that the eyes of the Lord are far wh 
brighter 
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brighter than the ſun, beholding round about all the 
ways of men, and the bottom of the deep, and look- 
ing into the hearts of men, into the moſt lecret parts. 
There 1s nothing better than the fear of God : and 
nothing fweeter than to have regard the command- 
ments of the Lord. Tis great glory to follow the 
Lore, for length of days ſhall be received from him.“ 
Even a long and happy eternity. 
Chap. xXxxiv. . v. 26, &c. Come over to me, 


ſaith heavenly wiſdom, all ye that deſire me, and be 


filled with my iruits. For my ſpiiit is ſweet above 
hony, &c. They that eat me ſhall yet hunger: and 
they that drink me hall yet thirſt, &c. Theſe things 
are the book of life, and the covenant of the moſt 
High, and the knowledge of the truth, &c. 

Chap. xxv. v. 5, &c. The things thou haſt not 
gathered in thy youth, how ſhalt thou find them in 
thy old age? How great is he that findeth wiſdom 
and knowledge ? But there is none above him that 
feareth the Lord, &c. 1 

Chap. xxviii. v. 1, &c. He that ſeeketh to re- 
venge himſelf, ſnall meet with vengeance from the 
Lord; and he will ſurely keep his ſins in remem- 
brance. Forgive thy neighbour, if he hath hurt thee; . 
and then ſhall thy ſins be forgiven to thee when thou 
prayeſt, One man keepeth anger againſt another, 
and doth he ſeek to be healed by God? He hath no 
mercy on a man like himſelf; and doth he intreat for 
his own fins? He that is but fleſh nouriſheth anger, 
and doth he aſk forgivneſs of God? who fhall obtain 

rdon for his ſins? Remember thy laſt things, and 
et enmity ceaſe, -- Remember the fear of God and 
be not angry with thy neighbour, &c. The whiſper- 
er (tbe tale-bearer) and the double tongued is accur- 
ſed : for he hath troubled many that were at peace.. 
He that hearkeneth to (tbe tongue of the tale-bearer ) 
ſhall never have reſt, neither ſhall he have a friend in. 
whom he may repoſe, many have fallen by the edge. 

| 2 or 
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of the ſword, but not ſo many as have periſhed by 


their own tongue. Hedge in thy ears with thorns ; 
hear not a wicked tongue ; and make doors and bars 
to thy mouth, -- make a balance for thy words, and 
a juſt bridle for thy mouth, and take heed leſt thou 
flip with thy tongue, and fall before thy enemies, 
who lye in wait for thee 3 and thy fall be incurable 
unto death.” „ ig on 

Chap. xxix. v. 14, &c. Place thy treaſure in 
the ccmmandments of the moſt High : and it ſhall 
bring thee more profit than gold. Shut up alms 
in the heart of the poor, and it ſhall obtain help 
ſor thee againſt all evil: better than the ſhield 
of the mighty, &.“ O 'tis true, virtue and 


alms-deeds are the ſureſt protection, againſt all our e- 


nemiss. 


Chap. xxx. v. 1, &c. Give not up thy ſoul to 


ſadneſs, &c. The joyfulneſs of the heart is the life of a 
man, Sc. Sadneſs hath killed many, and there is no 
profit in it. -- A chearful and a good heart is always 


tenſting, &c.* My ſoul keep thy conſcience clean: 


and thou ſhalt have no reaſon to be fad at any time. 

Chap. xxxi. v. 5, &c. * He that loveth gold 
ſhall not be juſtified : and he that followeth after cor- 
ruption ſhall be filled withit. Many have been brought 
to fall for the ſake of gold, &c. Gold is a ſtumbling 


block to them that ſacrifice to it: wo to them that 


cagerly follow after it: and every fool ſhall periſh by 


it. Bleſſed is the rich man that is found without ble- 


miſh, and that hath not gone after gold, nor put his 
„ 
Chap. xxx1. v. 1, &c. Have they made thee 


ruler? be not lifted up: be among them as one of 


them. Have care of them, and fo fit down, and 
when thou haſt acquited thyſelf of all thy charge, take 
thy place. They that will ſeek the Lord early ſhall 


| find a bleſſing. He that ſeeketh the law ſhall be filled 


with it : and he that dealeth deceitfully ſhall mw 
| wit 
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with a ſtumbling block therein. My ſon, do thou 
nothing without counſel; and thou ſhalt not repent 
when thou haſt done. | 
Chap. xxxiii. v. 1, &c. No evils ſhall hapen 

to him that feareth the Lord (who to him ſhall turn 
all things into goed) but in temptation God will keep 
him, and deliver him from evils. As the potter's 
clay is in his hand to faſhion and order it, - ſo man is 
in the hand of him that made him ; and he will ren- 
der to him according to his judgment. Idleneſs hath. 
taught much evil. 1 

Chap. xxxiv. v. 7, &c. Dreams have deceived 
many, and they have failed that put their truſt in 
them. The word of the law of God ſhall be fulfiled 
without a lye, &c. (truſt then in bis word, and not 
in lying dreams or vain obſervations,) what doth he 
know that has not been tried ? -- The ſpirit of thoſe 
that fear God -- ſhall be bleſſed : for their hope is on 


him that faveth them : and the eyes of God are upon- 


them that love him. -- When one buildeth up, and 


another puleth down, what profit have they but 
their labor. A man that faſteth .for his ſins, and 


doth the ſame again, what doth his humbling himſelf. 
profit him? who will hear his prayer?” (O the dread- 
ful evil of doing and undoing, by continualy relapſing 
into ſin, keep us Lord, from being ever ſo unhap- 
| Af ee e 
"Chap. xxxv. v. 9, &c.* © The ſacrifice of the juſt” 
is acceptable, &c. Give glory to God with a good 
heart. In every gift ſhew a chearful countenauce. 
Give to the moſt High, according to what he hath 


gui en to thee, with a good eye, according to the abi- 


lity of thy hands: for the Lord maketh recompence, 
and will give thee ſeven times as much. Do nat of- 
ter wicked gifts: for ſueh he will not receive. The. 
Lord will not accept any perſon againſt a poor man 25 
and he will hear the prayer of him that is wronged, 
&c. He that adoreth God with joy ſhalt be accepted: 

23 and 
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and his prayer ſhall approach even to the clouds. 
The 2 ug of him that humbleth himſelf ſhall pierce 
the clouds, --and he will not depirt till the moſt High 
behold. See here, my ſoul, the conditions, that 


Chap. xxxvi. v. 15, &c. © Be continualy with a 
holy man, whom thou ſhalt know to obſerve the fear 
of God. The ſoul of a holy man diſcovereth ſome- 
times true things, more than ſeven watchmen, that 
ſit in a high place to watch. But above all thele things 
pray to the moſt High, that he may direct thy way 
in truth.“ O my ſoul, conſult thou with them that 


prayer, and thou ſhalt not go aſtray. 

Chap. xxxviii. v. 21, &c. © Give not up thy heart 
to ſadneſs, but drive it trom thee, &c. Thou ſhalt do 
him (thy dead friend) no good, and ſhalt hurt thy- 
ſelf. Remember my judgment, for thine alſo ſhall 
be ſo: yeſterday for me, and to day for thee.” O my 
ſoul, how. quickly ſhall it be our turn ! 

Chap. xxxix. v. 6, &c. * The wiſe man will give 
his heart to reſort, early in the morning, to the Lord 
that made him, and he will pray in the ſight of the 
moſt High. He will open his mouth in prayer, and 
will make ſupplication for his ſins, &c. -- and in his 
prayer he will confeſs (and give glory) to the Lord: 
and he ſhall direct his counſel : -- Blefs the Lord in 
his works, magnify his name, and give glory to him. 
-- All the works. of the Lord are exceeding good. -- 
The works of all fleſh are before him; and there is 
nothing hid from his eyes. He ſeeth from eternity 
to eternity, and there is nothing wonderful before him 
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watered the earth: ſo ſhall his wrath inherit the nati- 
ons, that have not ſought after him.--Good things were 
created for the good from the begining : ſo for the 

wicked, good and evil things, -- All the works of the 
Lord are good, &c. -- Now therefore with the whole 


heart 


ought to accompany our offerings and our prayers. 


truly love God; and with God himſelf, by fervent 


-- His bleſſing hath overflowed. -- and as a flood hath 


W OA Vt we n 


Lao; | 


tr ERR AV EE 


Jaias. of the BiBLe. 175 


heart and mouth praiſe ye him, and bleſs the name 
of the Lord.“ O my ſoul, let this be our exerciſe. 

Chap. xl. v. 1, &c. © Great labor is created for 
all men, and a heavy yoke is upon the children of A- 
dam, from. the day of their coming out of their mo- 
ther's womb, 'until the day of their burial into the 
mother of all: their thoughts, and fears of the heart 
&c. from him that ſiteth on a throne of glory, unto 
him that is humbled in earth and aſhes, -- ſuch things 
hapen to all fleſh, -- and upon finers are ſevenfold 
more. 


Chap. xli. v. 1, &c. © O death, how bitter is the 


remembrance of thee to a man that hath peace in his 


poſſeſſions. -- Fear not the ſentence of death, remem- 


ber what things have been before thee, and what ſhall 


come after thee, this ſentence is, from the Lord upon 


all fleſh, &c.? | 

Chap. xliii. v. 29. We ſhall ſay much (of Ged, and 
his glorious works) and yet ſhall want words : but the 
ſum of all we can ſay, is He is All. What ſhall we 
be able to do to glority him ? -- Glorify the Lord as 
much as ever you can: for he will yet far exceed, and 
his magnificence is wonderful. In bleſſing the Lord, 
exalt him as much as you can: for he is above all 
praiſe. When you exalt him put forth all your 
ſtrength, and be not weary ; for you can never 
50 far enough, &c.“ O let all his works praiſe him 
or ever. | 


1— 


IS AIAS. 


HA i. v. 2, &c. Hear O ye heavens, and 


give ear O earth: for the Lord hath ſpoken. 1 
have brought up children, and have exalted 


them ; but they have deſpiſed me. The ox knoweth 


bis owner, and the aſs his maſter's crib : But Iſrael 


bath | 
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hath not known me, and my people hath not under- 
ſtood. (Chriſtians, ſee if the Lord may not juſtly re- 


proach you, in the like manner; after your having re- 


ceived from him far greater favors.) -- To what pur- 


poſe do you offer me the multitude of your victims, 
&c. your aſſemblies are wicked, -- when you ſtretch 
forth your hands, and multiply prayer; I will not 
hear, for your hands are full of blood : (you continue 
in the guilt and the wilful affection of mortal fin) But 
-- waſh yourſelves (from your ſms) be clean; take a- 


way the evil of your devices from my eyes, ceaſe to 


do perverſely ; learn to do well, ſeek judgment, re- 
lieve the oppreſſed, &c. and then come and plead with 


me, faith the Lord, and if your fins be as ſcarlet, 


they ſhall be made as white as ſnow, &c., What 
comfort for true converts, who bring along with them 
to God, a truly penitent heart (which ſhews itſelf by 
the fruits of a new life,) without which none of our 
other offerings will be accepted. 4: 


 ” Chap. iii. v. 10, &c. © Say to the juſt man that 


it is well: for he ſhall eat the fruit of his doings. Wo 
to the wicked unto evil; for the reward of his hands 


ſhall be given him.“ O what a well indeed for eter- 
nity is here to the juſt : O what adreadful and eternal 


wo to the wicked. SE) 
Chap. v. v. 1, &c. © My beloved had a vineyard, 
&c. and he locked that it ſhould bring forth good 
grapes, and it brought forth wild grapes. And now 
O ye inhabitants of Jeruſalem,--judge between me and 
my vineyard: what is there that I ought to do more 
to my vincyard, that I have not done to it? was it 


that I looked that it ſhould bring forth grapes, and 


and it hath brought forth wild grapes? And now I 
will hew you what T will do to my vineyard. I 
will take away the hedge thereof, and it ſhall be waft- 
ed: I will break down the wall thereof, and it ſhall 
be troden down; And T will make it deſolate : It ſhalt 


not be pruned ; and it ſhall not be diged : but wy 


* 
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and thorns ſhall come up: and I will command the 
clouds to rain no rain upon it. For the vineyard of 
the Lord of hoſts is the houſe of Iſrael, &c. And ! 


looked that they ſnould do judgment, and behold ini- 


quity, &c. wo to you that join houſe to houſe, &c. 
wo to you that riſe early in the mornin to follow 


drunkeneſs, Ec. and the work of the Lord you re- 
gard not. -- Therefore hath hell enlarged her ſoul, 


and opened her mouth without any bounds ; and their 
ſtrong ones, and their people, and their high and glo- 
rious ones ſhall go down into it. -- Wo to you that 


draw iniquity with cords of vanity, -- wo to you that 


call evil good, and good evil: that put darkneſs for 


light, and light for darkneſs, - wo to you that are 
wiſe in your own eyes, -- wo to you that are mighty 
to drink wine, &c. that juſtify the wicked for gifts, 


&c. Therefore is the wrath of the Lord kindled ain 


his people. For all this his anger is not turned away, 


but his hand is ſtretched out ſtill, (for the puniſh- 
ment of all unrepenting ſiners and obſtinate abuſers of 


his grace,) O keep us, Lord, from being at any time | 


ſo miſerable. 


Chap. vi. v. 3, &c. © The ſeraphims cried one to an- 


other, holy, holy, holy, the Lord God of hoſts, all 
the earth is full of his glory. Join, my ſoul, thy voice 
with them here below ; that this ſame my be thy 
hymn, with them to all eternity. 


Chap. xn. v. 2, &c. © Behold God is my Savion#” | 


I will deal confidently, The Lord is my firength 
and my praiſe, and he is become my ſalvation. ' You 
ſhall draw waters with joy out of the Saviour's foun- 
tains.--O praiſe ye the Lord, and call upon his name: 
make hls inventions known among the people. --Sing 
ye to the Lord, for he hath done great things.-Re- 
Joice and praiſe, O thou habitation of Sion: for great 
is he, that is in the midſt of thee, the holy one of Iſ- 
rad” O happy fountains of our Saviour ! O come 


my foul let us draw daily from them the — E. 
S 
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life, in holy mental prayer. O let this Saviour al- 
ways dwell in the midſt of thee, by a ſenſe of his 
preſence, and by a ſpirit of recollection. 

Chap. xxv. v. 1, &c. © O Lord, thou art my 
God, I will exalt thee, and give glory to thy name 
for thou haſt done wonderful tl:ings, (in ſavar of thy 
people. Becauſe thou haft been a ſtrength to the poor 
-a a refuge from the whirlwind, a ſhadow from the 
heat. Thou ſhalt bring down the tumult of ſtrang- 
ers, &c. And the Lord of hoſts ſhall make unto all 
people in this mountain (bis heavenly Sion) a feaſt of 
fat things, a feaſt of wine, of fat things full of mar- 
row, of wine purified from the lees. And he ſhall 

. deſtroy in this mountain -- the bond with which all 
2 were tied. -- He ſhall caſt death down head- 
ong for ever. And the Lord God ſhall wipe away 
tears from every face, &c.* O infinite goodneſs ! when 
ſhall I be admited to this happy feaſt? _ 

ap. xxvi. v. 1, &. In that day ſhall this 
canticle be ſung. -- Sion the city of our ſtrength, a 
Saviour ſhall be ſet therein, a wall and a bulwark. 
Open ye the gates, and let the juſt nation, that keep- 
eth the truth enter in. The old error is paſſed away: 
thou wilt keep peace, peace, becauſe we have hoped 
in thee, You have hopedin the Lord for evermore, 
in the Lord God mighty for ever. -- The way of the 
juſt is right, the path of the juſt is right to walk in : 
And in the way of thy judgments, O Lord, we have 
patiently waited for thee: thy name and thy remem- 
brance are the deſire of the ſoul. My ſoul hath deſi- 
red thee in the night, yea and with my ſpirit within 
me, in the morning early, I will watch to thee. -- 

Let us have pity on the wicked ; but he will not 

learn juſtice, in the land of the Saints he hath done 
wicked things, and he ſhall not ſee the glory of the 

Lord. -- Lord thou wilt give us peace: for thou haſt 

wrought all our works for us.” O Saviour of my 
ſoul, bleſſed be thy name, who haſt ſet open ” our 
avor 


a Tala. of the Big k. 179 


favor the gates of mercy, of truth, and of life ever- 
laſting: O deliver us from all errors and ſins; and 
bring us to thy eternal peace. | 

Chap. xxviii. v. 16, &c. * Behold I will lay a 
ſtone (Cbriſt) in the foundation of Sion, &c. And I 
will ſet judgment in weight, and juſtice in meaſure,-- 
and your league with death ſhall be aboliſhed, and your 
_ covenant with hell ſhall not ſtand, (glory be 10 thy 
name, O Lord, who haſt effected this,) vexation alone 
ſhall make you finers underſtand. For the bed is 
ſtraitened, ſo that one muſt fall out, and a ſhort 
covering cannot cover both.” (No, the bed of our 
heart is too narrow, it cannot hold two: God ex 
to have it all to himſelf; O let it be wholy thine 

dear Lord, both for time and eternity 

Chap. xxix. v. 8, &c. * As he that is hungry 
dreameth and eateth, but when he is awake, his ſou] 
is empty -- ſo ſhall be the multitude of all that have 
fought againſt mount Sion. (Tea ſo * it be with all 
the wicked, when they ſhall awake out of the ſbort 
dream of their mortal life.) -- This people glorify me 
with their lips, but their heart is far from me.“ Is 
it not ſo, with all thoſe whoſe heart, at the timeof 
prayer, is not with God? IH 

Chap. xXxX. v. 1, &c. Wo to you apoſtate 
children, that you would take counſel, and not of 
me; and would begin a web, and not by my ſpirit 
-- who walk to go down to Egypt, -- hoping for help 
in the ſtrength of Pharao, &c. Egypt ſhall help in 
vain, and to no purpoſe : therefore have I cried con- 
cerning this: It is pride only, fit ſtill. If you return 
and be __ you ſhall be ſaved: in filence and in 
hope ſhall your ſtrength be. The Lord waiteth that 
he may have mercy on you: and therefore he ſhall 
be exalted, ſparing you: becauſe the Lord is the God 
of judgment: bleſſed are all they that wait for him, 
&c,% O may this be always our diſpoſitions. Let 


us 
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us never turn our backs upon our God, to ſeek for 
help from fleſh and blood. 

Chap. xxxii. v. 14, 15, &c. The ſiners in Sion 
arg afraid ; trembling - hath ſeized upon the hypo- 
crites. Which of you can dwell with devouring fire? 
Which of you ſhall dwell, with everlaſting burnings ? 
He that walketh in juſtices, and ſpeaketh truth, that 
caſteth away avarice, and fhuteth his eyes that he 
may ſee no evil. He ſhall dwell: on high -- bread is 
given to him, ( for bis eternal nouriſhment) his waters 
are ſure (even the waters, of life.) His eyes ſhall ſee; the 
. King in his beauty, they ſhall lee the land (abe ear4h) 
afar off. -- Lopk;upen Sion the city of qur ſolemnity : 
thy eyes. ſhall ee Jenuſalem, a rich habitation, a ta- 
bernacle that cannot be removed. - Becauſe only 
there our Lord is magnificent: a place of -» ſpacious 
ſtreams: no (enemies) ſhip -- ſhall paſs through. -- 

The people that dwell therein ſnall haye their jniqui- 
ty taken = fro 3 7 nigh O how happy ſhall, they 
be that ſha for, ever in this bleſſed city; and 
es the, 1 bog. vg beauty and of glory, in all his beauty, 

s glory? But how miſerable they that 
ber = wickednels, ſhall be condemned to dwell with 
eternal burnings ! 

Cbap. xxxv. v. 4, Kc. God himſelf will come, 
25 will ſave you. Then ſhall the eyes of. the blind 

pech And a path and a way ſhall be there, and 

1 A be called the holy, way : the unglean ſhall not 
paſs over. it;: and this ſhall be unto you a ſtrait 
way, fo. that fools ſhall not err therein. No miſchie- 
vous beaſt ſhall go up by it, nor be found there. -- 
«20 8 of the Lord ſhall return, and. ſhall 

me into Sion with praiſe, and everlaſting joy ſhall 
1 41 heads and. ſorrow ., and mourning 
all 13 Happy way of the church of the 
ints , Oe oo _ ſoul ever walk therein. 

- Chap. xl. v. I, Se. Be ye comforted O my 
. faith your God (for your redemption 8 , 

an 
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band.) -- The voice of one crying in the deſart, pre- 
pare ye the way of the Lord. -- The voice of one 
ſaying : Cry. And I ſaid: what ſhall I cry? All fleſh 


is graſs, and all the glory thereof as the flower of the 


field · the graſs is withered, and the flower is fallen: 
but the word of our Lord endureth for ever, Get 
thee up upon a high mountain, thou that bringeſt 
good tidings (the goſpel) to Sion: lift up thy voice 
with ſtrength, thou that bringeſt good tidings to Je- 
ruſalem. — Behold your God: behold the Lord God 
ſhall come with ſtrength-- behold his reward is with 
him. -- He ſhall feed his flock like a ſhepherd, he 
ſhall gather together the lambs. --(O Bleſſed be his 
goodneſs! )-- Who hath meaſured the waters in the 
hollow of his hand, and weighed the heavens with 
his palm? who hath poiſed with three fingers the. 
bulk of the earth? - who hath been his counſellor, 
and hath taught him? -- Behold the nations are as a 
drop of a bucket, and are counted as the ſmalleſt grain 
of a balance to him. All nations are before him as 
if they had no being at all, and are counted to him 
as nothing and vanity. To whom then have you 
likeried God? (O ſiners what is this you prefer before 
bim.) Lift up your eyes on high, and fee, who hath 
created theſe things. -- Why ſayſt thou O Jacob 
my way is hidden from the Lord ?--The Lord is the 
everlaſting God, who hath created the ends of the 
earth -- neither is there any ſearching out of his wif- 
dom, &c. They that/ hope in the por ſhall renew 
their ſtrength, they ſhall take wings as eagles, they 
ſhall run, and not be weary, they ſhall walk, and 
ſhall not faint.” O how happy then are all they that 
truſt in the Lord, and that ſincerely ſeck him. 
Chap. xlii. v. I. &c. © Behold my ſervant {the 
man Jeſus Chriſt) T will uphold him: my elect, my 
ſoul delighteth in him: I have given my ſpirit upon 
him, he ſhall bring forth judgment to the Gentiles. 
He ſhall not cry, nor 7 reſpect to perſons, * 
N | ſhal 


ſhall his voice be heard abroad. The bruiſed reed he 
ſhall not break, and ſmoking flax he ſhall not quench, 
(O the meekneſs of our Redeemer /] He ſhall bring 
forth judgment unto truth. He ſhall not be ſad, nor 
troubleſom {turbulent ) till he ſet judgment in the 
earth, and the iſlands (of the Gentiles) ſhall wait for 
his law. Thus faith the Lord God. -- I have given 
thee for a covenant of the people, for a light of the 
"Gentiles. That thou might'ſt open the eyes of the 
blind, and bring forth - them that fit in darkneſs out 
of the priſon houſe, I the Lord, this is my name : 
I will not give my glory to another. O glory be for 
ever to thee our great deliverer. 

Chap. xlviii. v. 17, &c. Thus ſaith the Lord 
thy redeemer, the holy one of Iſrael. I am the Lord 
thy God that teach thee profitable things, that go- 
vern thee. -- O that thou hadſt hearkened to my com- 
mandments: thy peace had been as a river. Come 
forth out of Babylon (the ſociety of the wicked.) --- 

There is no peace to the wicked ſaith the Lord.” O 
great God, how can there be peace for them that 
are at war with thee? O teach my poor foul at leaſt 
ever to fear thee, and to love thee; and thy peace 
ſhall be my portion for ever. 

Chgp. xlix. v. 1, &c, © Give ear ye iſlands — 
from afar. The Lord hath, called me from the womb 
(tis Chriſt that ſpeaks ) -- and he hath ſaid: It is a 
ſmall thing that thou ſhould'ſt be my ſervant, to raile 
up the tribes of Jacob. Behold I have given thee to 
be the light of the Gentiles, that thou may'ſt be my 
ſalvation even to the fartheſt parts of the earth. (O 
may all the ends of the earth give perpetual glory to this 
heavenly Saviour I) In an acceptable time I have heard 
thee; and in the day of ſalvation I have helped thee, 
(O my ſoul, now is our acceptable time : let us make 
good uſe of it, in order to ſecure our ſalvation.) And 
Sion : -- the Lord hath forgoten me. Can a 


aoman forget her infant, ſo as not to have pity on the 
child 
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child of her womb? And if ſhe ſhould forget, yet 
will not I forget thee. Behold I have graven thee in 
my hands, &c.“ O ſweet and comfortable expreſſions 
of God's tender love for us! O my foul, how truly 
has thy Saviour graven thee in his ſacred hands, pier- 
ced with nails, and faſtened to the Croſs for the love 


of thee! 


Chap. 1. v. 1, Kc. Thus faith the Lord; what 
is this bill of the divorce of your mother (the Syna- 


gegue) with which Thave put her away? Behold you 


(unbelieving Jews) are ſold for your iniquities; and 
for your wicked deeds have I put your mother away. 
Becauſe IT came (to you by the Incarnation of my Son) 
and there was not a man (of you that would. receive,. 
and believe in bim) I called, and there was none that 
would hear.” O the dreadful conſequence of the a- 
buſe of divine Grace! Now fee my ſoul, what this 
ſame incarnate Jeſus has done and ſuffered for us. 
© The Lord God, ſaith he, hath opened my ear (4 
be for ever his ſervant obedient unto death.) And I 
make no reſiſtance : I have not gone back. I have 
given my body to them that ſtrike; and my cheeks to 
them that pluck. I have not turned away my face from 


them that rebuke and ſpit upon me. The Lord God 


is my helper-- therefore have I ſet my face as a moſt 
hard rock, and Tknow that J ſhall not be confounded. 
He is near that juſtifieth me, who will contend with 
me, &c.” O bleſſed be that infinite goodneſs, which 
has ſubjeQed the Son of God, my deareſt Redeemer, 
to all theſe ignominious ſufferings ! O let all the An- 
gels and Saints praiſe and glorify him for ever. 

Chap. lii. Under the figure of the deliverance of 
God's people from the Babyloniſh captivity; the 
church is invited to rejoice for her redemption from 
ſin, v. 1, &c. * Ariſe, ariſe, O Jeruſalem looſe the 
bonds (of ſatan. and fin) from off thy neck O captive 
daughter of Sion. -- For I myſelf that ſpoke (before by 
the prophets) behold I am here (in perſon by my incar- 


R 2 nation.) 
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nation.) How beautiful upon the mountains are the 
feet of him that bringeth good tidings (the goſpel of 
eternal life) and that preacheth peace: of him that 
ſheweth forth good, that preacheth ſalvation, that 
ſaith to Sion: thy God ſhall reign” O happy tidings 
indeed! 'Thy God my ſoul, ſhall reign. O may he 
reign in all hearts, both in time and eternity! The 
voice of thy watchmen (thy paſtors) they ſhall praiſe 
together: for they ſhall ſee eye to Je, when the 
Lord ſhall convert Sion.--And all the ends of the earth 
ſhall ſee the ſalvation of our God. Depart, depart, 
go ye out from thence (tbe Babel of confuſion and 
wickedneſs) touch no unclean thing : go out from the 
midſt of her, be ye clean you that carry the veſſels 
of the Lord (Chriſtians, who ought to carry the Lord 
bimſelf in a clean ſoul, and a clean body.) For the 
Lord (even Chrif! your King) will go before you. -- 
He fhall be exalted and extoled and ſhall be exceed- 
ing high - yet his viſage ſhall be inglorious among 
men, and his form among the ſons of men. He ſhall 
ſprinkle many nations (by his baptiſm and by bis blood 
Kings ſhall ſhut their mouths at him (to bear bim 
with ſilence, and to obey bim.) For they to whom it 
was not told of him have ſeen: and they that had 
not heard have beheld.“ O happy vocation of the 
Gentiles to the faith, and kingdom of Chriſt ! 

Chap. liii. Contains throughout an illuſtrious pro- 
phefy of the paſſion of Chriſt. Remark in particular 


the following texts. v. 1, &c. * Who hath believed 


our report (of a ſuffering Meſſias, c.) There is no 
beauty 15 2 — cane, -- be is deſpiſed and 
the moſt abject of men, a man of ſorrows and ac- 
quainted with infirmity; and his look was as it were 
hiden and deſpiſed, whereupon we eſteemed him 
not, -- Surely he has born our infirmities, and carried 
our ſorrows: and we have thought him as it were a 
leper, and as one ſtruck by God and afflicted. But 


he was wounded for our iniquities, he was bruiſed for 
| our 
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eur fins: -- and by his bruiſes we are healed; All we 
like ſheep have gone aſtray -- and the Lord hath laid 
on him the iniquity of us all. He was offered, becauſe 
it was his own will, and he opened not his mouth 


led as a ſheep to the ſlaughter, and -- dumb as a lamb 
before his ſhearer. - He is cut off out of the land of 


the living: for the wickedneſs of my people have I 
ſtruck him. He hath done no iniquity, neither was 
there deceit in his mouth. And the Lord was pleaſed 
to bruiſe him in infirmity : if he ſhall lay down his life 
for ſin, he ſhall ſee a long lived ſeed. -- By his know-- 
ledge ſhall this my juſt ſervant juſtify many: and he 
ſhall bear their iniquities. Therefore will I diſtribute 
to him very many (for his ſpiritual kingdom) and he 
ſhall divide the ſpoils of the ſtrong, becauſe he hath. 
delivered his ſoul unto death, and was reputed with 


the wicked: and he hath born the ſins of many, and 


hath prayed for the tranſgreſſors. O bleſſed for ever 
be the infinite goodneſs and charity af our Redeemer, 
in taking, in this manner, our ſins upon himſelf, and 

ffering ſo many ignominies and torments and even 
the worſt of deaths, to purchaſe merey, grace and 


life everlaſting for us ! But O how blind are all they, 


whether Jews, or other - infidels, who do not ſee in 
this chapter, a moſt evident propheſy. of the ſufferings. 


and death. of the Chriſtian Meſhas, recorded in the 


Jews own Bible, ſeven hundred years before the e- 
vent! The following chapters contain many glorious 


promiſes made in favor of the kingdom or Church of” 
Chriſt !! from which his peace, his grace and his truth; 


thall never depart. 3 


Chap. liv. The Gentiles who.were barren before 
ſhall - multiply in the Church of Chriſt from which. 
God's favor ſhall never be taken away. v. I, &. 
* Give praiſe O thou barren. -- For many are the 
children of the deſolate, - more than of the married 


wife, faith the Lord:-- Enlarge the place of thy habi · 


tation. For thou ſhalt paſs on to the right hand, and 
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to the left, and thy ſeed ſhall inherit the Gentiles.-- 
Fear not, for thou ſhalt not be confounded. -- For he 
that made thee ſhall rule over thee and thy Redeem- 
er the holy one of Iſrael ſhall be caled the God of 
the whole earth. -- This is to me as in the days of 
Noe, to whom I ſwore that I would no more bring 
in the waters (of the deluge) --ſo have I ſworn that 
I will not be angry with thee. -- For the mountains 
ſhall be moved. -- But my mercy ſhall not depart 
from thee, and the covenant of my peace ſhall nct 
be moved, ſaith the Lord that hath mercy on thee.” 
O bleſſed be his name who has made and accompliſh- 
ed theſe illuſtrious promiſes in favor of his people the 
Church of the new Teftament ! 

Chap. lv. v. 1, &c. * All you that thirſt come to 
the waters (of life.) Why do you ſpend mony for 
that which is not bread, and your labor for that which 
doth not ſatisfy you, (viz. for empty worldly toys.) 
Hearken diligently to me - and your ſoul ſhall be de- 
lizhted in fatnefs. -- Seek ye the Lord, while he may 
be found: call upon him, while he is near. Let 
the wicked man forſake his way, and the unjuſt man 
his thoughts, and let him return to the Lord, and he 
will have mercy on him. -- For as the heavens, are 
exalted above the earth, fo are my ways exalted above 


O e let us correſpond with all theſe gracious 
calls! _ 

. » Chap. Ivi. v. 7. T will bring them (viz. tbe 
. Gentiles.) into my holy mount, {tbe church) and will 
make them joyful in my houſe of prayer (my temple) 
for my houſe ſhall be called the houſe of prayer for 
all nations.“ O come thou into my ſoul, dear Lord 
and eſtabliſh thy temple there; that ſo this houſe of 


keep cloſe to thee. 1 2 | | 

b . lvii. v. 15, &c. Thus faith the High and 
the Eminent, that inhabiteth eternity, and his name 
25 1 1s 
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your ways, and my thoughts above your thoughts.” 


2 may be always within me: and I may ever 


— 4 43 


*/ = © ha? a» > aw wma oe co.T..: 


„„ „ —— ⁰˙ i % 


is Holy, who dweleth in the high and holy place (bis : 


heavenly ſanctuary) and with a contrite and humble 
ſpirit. (O Bleſed ſpirit of contrition and humility, 
in which God ever dwells, and takes his reſt!) But the 
wicked are like the raging ſea, which cannot reſt, and 
the waves thereof caſt up dirt and mire.. There is 
no peace to the wicked, faith the Lord God.“ No 
my foul : there will be no peace for thee, but in thy 
God. | : 

Chap. lvii. v. 13, &c. © Cry, ceaſe not, lift up 
thy voice like a trumpet, and ſhew my people their 
wicked doings, -- why have we faſted, ſay they, and 
thou haſt not regarded ?-- Behold in the day of your 
faſt your own. will is found, -- behold you faſt for de- 
bates and ſtrife, -- wilt thou call this a faſt, and a day 


acceptable to the Lord? Is not this rather the faſt | 


that I have choſen ? Looſe the bands of wickedneſs.-- 


Deal thy bread to the hungry, and bring the needy 


and the harbourleſs into thy houſe : when thou ſhalt 
ſee one naked, cover him, and deſpiſe not thy own 
fleſh. Then ſhall thy light break forth as the morn- 
ing, and thy health ſhall ſpeedily ariſe, and thy juſ- 
tice ſhall go before thy face, and the glory of the 
Lord ſhall gather thee up. 'Then ſhalt thou call, and 
the Lord ſhall hear. -- If thou wilt take away the 
chain (of affection to fin) out of the midſt of thee and 
ceaſe -- to ſpeak that which is good for nothing. 
When thou ſhalt pour out thy ſoul to the hungry, 
and ſhalt ſatisfy the affſicted ſoul, then ſhall thy light 
riſe up in darkneſs, and thy darkneſs ſhall be as the 
noonday. And the Lord will give thee reſt continu- 
aly, and fill thy foul with brightneſs, and thou ſhalt 


like a watered garden, and like a fountain of wa- 


ter, whoſe waters ſhall not fail. -- If thou turn away 
thy foot from the ſabbath, from doing thy own will 


in my holy day, and thy own will is not found to 
ſpeak a word : Then fhalt thou be delighted in the, 


Lord, &c.“ O how glorious are the promiſes here 
e 


aids. of the BIBLE. 1 
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made to fincere penitents, who exerciſe themſelves 
diligently in the works of mercy, and renounce their 
own will to follow God's will: 
Chap. lix. v. 1, &c: © Behold the hand of the 
Lord 1s not ſhortened. — But your iniquities have di- 
vided between you and your God: and your. ſins have 
hid his face from you, that he ſhould not hear. For 
your hands are defiled with blood, and your fingers. 
with iniquity :_ your lips have ſpoken lies, and your 
tongue uttereth iniquity. There is none that caleth 
upon juſtice, -- but they truſt in a meer nothing, and 
| ar vanities, they have eonceived labor, and brought 
forth iniquity. ey have broken the eggs of aſps, 
and have woven the webs of ſpiders: he that ſhall. 
eat of their eggs ſhall die, and that whieh-is brought 
out ſhall be hatched into a baſiliſk. Their webs: 
ſhall not be for clothing, neither ſhall they cover 
themſelves with their works: their works are unpro- 
fitable works. their feet run to evil. their thoughts 
are unprofitable thoughts; waſting and deſtruction are 
in their ways: they have not known the way of peace, 
and there is no judgment in their ſteps; their paths 
are become crooked to them; whoſoever treadeth 
in them. knoweth no peace. Therefore is judg- 
ment far from us, and juſtice ſhall not overtake us:: 
we looked for light, and behold darkneſs - we have 
groped as if we had no eyes: we have ſtumbled at 
noon-day, For our iniquities are multiplied before 
thee, &c. O how patheticaly has the Spirit of 
God here deſcribed the miſery and vanity of the 
ways of the wicked : Sweet Jeſus deliver us from the 
errors of their ways. But fee now, my foul, what 
this ſame ſpirit has promiſed with regard to the co- 
ming of our Redeemer, and his everlaſting covenant 
with his church, v. 19. 20, &e. * They from the 
weſt ſhall fear the name of the Lord: and they from 
the riſing ofthe Sun his glory, -- And there ſhall come 
a redeemer to Sion. -- This is my covenant with 
N them 
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them (the church of this redeemer) ſaith the Lord, my 
Spirit that is in'thee, and my words (he whole pure pro- 
feſfon of the true chriſtian faith) which I have put in 
thy mouth, ſhall not depart out of thy mouth, nor out 
of the month of thy ſeed, nor out of the mouth of thy 
ſeed's ſeed, ſaith the Lord, from henceforth and for e- 
ver.” O the happy promiſe of the ſpirit of truth made 
here to the church of Chriſt. O the bleſſed covenant, 
to ſtand good to all generations! Happy church of our 
redeemer which has been thus favored 1 

Chap. Ix. Shews how the light of true faith (v. 1, 
2, 3.) ſhall ſhine forth in the church of Chriſt : and 
ſhall be ſpread thro? all nations (v. 4, &c.) and ſhall 
continue for all ages, v. 19. 20. 
| Chap. Ixi. v. 1. 2, c. The ſpirit of the Lord 


is upon me, {ſaith our Redeemer) becauſe the Lord 


hath anointed me (prieſt, prophet and king) he hath 


ſent me to ok to the meek (to the poor and bum 
the contrite of heart, and to preach a 
_ releaſe to the captives, and a deliverance to them that 


ble) to hea 


are ſhut up (in priſons) to proclaim the acceptable 
year of the Lord (the great jubilee of general remiſſion 
to them that will embrace it : but to the obſtinate oppo- 
ſert of God's grace) the day of vengeance of our 
God: to comfort all that mourn (all true penitents,) 


--and to give them a crown for aſhes, - And I will 


make their work in truth, and I will make a perpetu- 
al covenant with them, &c.” O how truly has our 
Lord executed all this, in favor of his people ! 

Chap. Ixii. The prophet declares he will never 
ceaſe from preaching Chriſt.---To whom all nations 


ſhall be converted,--and whoſe church ſhall flouriſh 


for ever,--having watch-men upon her walls, appoint- 
ed by the Lord, all the day, and all the night; who 
ſhall never hold their peace.-- 

Chap. Ixvi. v. 1, &c. Thus faith the Lord: hea- 
ven is my throne, and the earth is my footſtool 
what is this houſe, (be ſpeaks of the Fewiſh temple) 

that 
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poor and little, (humble) and of a contrite ſpirit, and 


that trembleth at my words.“ O ?tis ſuch a ſoul as 


this is the temple of God's eternal reſt. Happy all 


they that are of an humble and contrite ſpirit ! * All 
fleſh ſhall come to adore before my face, ſaith the 


Lord (after the call of the Gentiles to the church.) 
And they ſhall go out and fee the carcaſes of the 


men, that have tranſgreſſed againſt me {by an obſli- 


nate reſiſting of my grace) their worm ſhall not die 
and their fire ſhall not be quenched : and they ſhall 
be a loathſom fight to, all fleſh.” Ah! ſuch are now 


the. Jews the enemies of Chriſt, who are here par- 


ticularly pointed at, and ſuch ſhall all the reprobate 


be to eternity. 
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JE REMIAS. 


18 fol ii. v. 5. 6, &c. Thus faith the Lord: 


what iniquity have your fathers found in me, 


that they are gone far from me, and have walk- 
ed after vanity, (empty things) and are become vain? 
And they have not ſaid: where is the Lord, that 
made us come up out of the land of Egypt? - (Chri- 
ſtians what ſhall you be able to. anſwer to Jeſus 
Chriſt, when he ſhall reproach you, with all you have 
done againſt him, without any provocation, after all 
he has done for you ?) be aſtoniſhed O ye heavens at 


this--for my people have done two evils : (dreadful 


evils indeed) they. have forſaken me, the fountain of 
living water, and have made to themſelves ciſterns, 
broken ciſterns, that can.hold no water.. And now 
what haſt thou to do, in the way of Egypt to drink 


the troubled water ?--Thy own wickedneſs ſhall re- 
| os prove. 
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that you will build for me? And what is this place 
of my reſt? My hand made all theſe, things, But 
to whom ſhall I have reſpe&, but to him that is 


Jeremias. of the BI RLE. 191 


prove thee, and tky apoſtaſy ſhall rebuke thee. Know 
thou, and ſee, that it is an evil, and a bitter thi 

for thee, to have left the Lord thy God, and that 
my fear is not with thee, ſaith the Lord, the God of 
hoſts. Of old time thou haſt broken my Yoke-- 
and thou ſaidſt, I will not ſerve. Will a virgin for- 
get her ornament, or a bride her ſtomacher ? But 
my people hath forgoten me, days without number. 
--How'exceeding baſe (and vile) art thou become, 
going the ſame wicked ways over and over again, &c.? 
Siners attend to theſe divine remonſtrances, and turn 


> WW from all your evil ways of fin and death, to the liv- 
| ing God. | 
f Chap. iii. v. 1, &c. It is commonly faid if a man 
5 put away his wife, and ſhe go from him, and marry 
e another man, ſhall he return to her any more? Shall 
not that woman be polluted and defiled ? But thou 
haſt proſtituted thyſelf to many lovers; nevertheleſs 
4 return to me: faith the Lord, and I will receive 
thee.” O unparaleled goodneſs! O my ſoul, let us 
22 it, and return to our Lord, with our whole 
heart. 8 | | 
8 Chap. vi. v. 2, &c. Thus faith the Lord, ſtand 
e, ye on the ways, and ſee, and aſk for the old paths, 
ke which is the good way, and walk ye in it: and you 
To | 


ſhall find refreſhment for your ſouls.“ O ancient 
truth! O ancient piety ! O primitive Chriſtianity ! 
O Chriſtians let us follow theſe od Paths, and our 
fouls ſhall find reſt, and ſhall repoſe in God. 
Chap. ix. v. 1. &c. Who will give Water to my 

head, and fountains of tears to my eyes? and I will weep 
day and night for the ſlain, of the daughter of my 
people. (O how much more does the general deſo- 

lation of the Chriſtian world, by ſin ; the early cor- 
ruption of youth, and the eternal loſs of innumera- 
ble ſouls, call for the tears of all Chriſtians.) Death 
is come up through our windows. (O how often 
does the death of the ſoul come in through the win- 


dows 
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dows of unguarded eyes!) Let not the wiſe man 
glory in his wiſdom: and let not the ſtrong man 
glory in his ſtrength : and let not the rich man glory 
in his riches, but let him that glorieth glory in this 
that he underſtandeth and knoweth me: tor I am 
the Lord, that exercife mercy and judgment, and 
juſtice in the earth: for theſe things pleaſe me, faith 
the Lord. 15 
Chap. x. v. 1, fc. There is none like to thee, 
O Lord; thou art great; and great is thy name in 
might. Who ſhall not fear thee, O king of nations? 
For thine is the glory--and there is none like to thee. 
-- The Lord is the true God: he is the living God, 
and the everlaſting king : at his wrath the earth ſhall 
tremble,--He that prepareth the world by his wiſdom 
and ſtretcheth out the heavens by his diſcretion--he 
lifteth up the clouds from the ends of the earth, he 
maketh lightnings for rain, and bringeth forth the 
wind out of his treaſures, &c. O let all his works 
give glory to him. Lite cre 21, = 
Chap. xii. v. 11. With defolation is all the land 
(all the earth) made deſolate, becauſe there is no one 
that conſidereth in the heart.“ O the diſmal evil of 
inconſideration, the ſource of all the evils of Chriſt- 
endom, even to this da!?! „ 
Gap xv. v. 1, &c. If Moſes and Samuel ſhall 
ſtand before me, my ſoul is not towards this people. 
For who ſhall have pity on thee, O Jeruſalem ? (O 
obſtinate ſiner.) Thou haſt forſaken me, ſaith the 
Lord. -- I am weary of intreating thee. O infinite 
goodneſs !. ſo often to intreat ſuch wretches as we ate 
for to return to thee. But O the dreadful conſequen- 
ces of our obſtinacy infin! © 
"Chap. xvit.v. 1, &c- The ſin of Juda is writen 
with a pen of iron, with the point of a diamond, up- 
on the table of their heart. Thus ſaith the Lord; 
curfed is the man that truſteth in man, and maketh 
fleſh his arm, (bis firength) and whoſe heart departeth 


from 
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from the Lord. For he ſhall be like tamarick in the 
deſart, and he ſhall not ſee when good ſhall come. -- 
Bleſſed is the man, that truſteth in the Lord, -- he 
ſhall be as a tree that is planted. by the waters, and 
ſhall not fear when the heat cometh. And the leaf 
thereof ſhall be ever green, -- neither ſhall it ceaſe at 
any time to bring forth fruit. The heart is perverſe 
above all things, and unſearchable: who can know 
it? Jam the Lord, that ſearch the heart, and prove 
the reins, who give to every one according to his way, 
and according to the fruit of his devices. He that 
hath gathered riches, and not by right: in the midſt 
of his days he ſhall leave them, and in his latter end 
he ſhall be ( found to have been) a fool, O. Lord the 
hope of Iſrael, all that forſake thee ſhall be confound- 
ed; they that depart from thee ſhall be writen in the 


earth; becauſe they have forſaken the Lord, the vein 
of living waters.“ O Chriſtians ſee that there is no 


happineſs even in this world but in ſerving God 

. Chap. xxili. v. 24, &c. Shall a man be hid in 
ſecret places, and I not ſee him faith the Lord? Do 
not I fill heaven and earth, faith the Lord? Are not 
my words as a fire, ſaith the Lord, and as a hammer 
that breaketh the rock in. pieces * O Lord, let us 
always remember thy preſence: let us always tremble 
at thy word. 

Chap. xxix. v. 13. You fea ſeek me and ven 
ſhall find me; :whben you. ſhall ſeek me _vith all your 
beart. Ah Chriſtians, if you dont find your God to 
your eternal ſalvation, ' tis becauſe you don't ſeek him 
with all your heart: *tis becauſe you are not in ear- 
neſt in ſeeking him, (See Chap. xxx. xxxi: xXXi, 
xxxiii.) the glorious promiſes relating to Chriſt, to 
his new covenant, and to his church, and its flouriſh- 
ing to the end of the world. 

Chap. xlvili. v. 10, &c. Curſed is be "that doth 
the Work of the Lard ee. O beware my ſoul 


of 
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of ever faling under this curſe, by any deceit in thy 
ſpiritual concerns. 
Chap. xlix. v. 19, &c. © For who is like to me? 
And who ſhall abide me? And who is that ſhepherd, 
that can withſtand my countenance ?? O let us never 
be ſo unhappy, as to pretend to withſtand the Al- 
mighty. | 
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LAMENTATIONS of JEREMIAS, 


HA i. v. 12, &c. O all ye that paſs by the 
way, attend and fee if there be forrow like to my 
ſorrow.· From above he hath ſent fire into my 
bones. The yoke of my iniquities hath watched for 
me, they are folded together in his hand, and put up- 
en my neck. Dear Redeemer, how much hath thy 
taking on thyſelf our iniquities colt thee1 
Chap. ii. v. 18, c. Let thy tears run down 
like a torrent, day and night (O daughter of Sion.) 
Give thyſelf no reſt, and let not the apple of thy eye 
ceale. -- Ariſe, give praiſe in the night, in the begin- 
ing of the watches: pour out thy heart Iike water, 
before the face of the Lord: lift up thy hands to 
him, &c.“ Penitent ſiners, let theſe be your ex- 
erciſes. ie | 
Chap. iii. uv. 24, &c. © The Lord is my portion 
ſaid my foul : therefore will I wait for him. The Lord 
is good to them that hope in him, to the ſoul that 
ſeeketh him. It is good to wait with ſilence for the 
ſalvation of God.--'Tis goed for a man when he hath 
born the yoke from his youth. -- He ſhall ſit ſolitary, 
and hold his peace, becauſe he hath taken it upon 
him.“ O my foul, let us alſo chuſe the Lord for 
dur portion; and ever take up his ſweet yoke upon 


us 
| Chap. 
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; Chap. iv. v. 1, &c. © How is the gold become 
dim, the fineſt colour is changed. -- Her Nazarites 
were whiter than fnow, purer than milk -- fairer than 
the ſapphire : but now their face is made blacker than 
the coals.” Oh how much more dreadful a change 
- made in the foul that falls from grace into mortal 

in! 


BAR OR. 


HA. ii. v. 6, c. To the Lord our God 
is juſtice: but to us, and to our fathers, confu- 
ſion of face, as at this day. -- For the Lord is 

juſt in all his works -- we have not hearkened to his 

voice, we have fined, we have done wickedly, we 
have acted unjuſtly, O Lord our God, againſt all thy 
juſtices. Let thy wrath be turned away from us. 

Hear O Lord our prayers and our petitions, and deli- 

ver us for thy own ſake -- that all the earth may know 

that thou art the Lord our God. -- Look down upon 
us, O Lord, from thy holy houfe, and incline thine 
ear and hear us. Open thine eyes and behold : for the 
dead that are in hell -- ſhall not give glory and juſtice 
to the Lord. But the ſoul that is forrowful tor the 
greatneſs of her evil, and goeth bowed down, --giveth 
glory and juſtice to thee, O Lord, &c.* Siners learn 
to imitate this humility and prayer, if you deſire ef- 
fectualy to find mercy with God. | 
Chap. iii. v. 1, &c. And now, O Lord Almigh- 
ty, the God of Iſrael, the ſoul in anguiſh, ( for fn) 


and the-troubled ſpirit crieth to thee. Hear, O Lord 


and have mercy, for thou art a merciful God, and 
have pity on us, for we have fined before thee. For 
thou remaineſt for ever, and ſhall we periſh everlaſt- 
ingly ? -- Remember not the iniquities of our fathers. 
— Hear, O Ifrael, the TIN of life, give 
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ear that thou mayſt learn true wiſdom. How hap- 
peneth it, O Iſrael, that thou art in thy enemy's land? 
Thou haſt forſaken the fountain of wiſdom : for if thou 
hadſt walked in the way of God, thou hadſt ſurely 
dwelt in peace for ever. Learn where is wiſdom, 
where is fortitude, where is underſtanding: that thou 
mayſt know alſo where is length of days and life, 
_ where is the light of the eyes, and peace. Who hath 
found out her place, ({Wiſdom's?) And who hath 
gone into her treaſures? Where are now the princes 
of the nations - that hoard up ſilver and gold and 
there is no end of their geting. They are cut off and 
are gone down to hell, and others are riſen up in their 
place. Young men have ſeen the light . but the way 
of knowledge (of true wiſdom) they have not known 
Nor have they underſtood the paths thereof, neither 
have their children received it; it is far from their 
tace. It hath not been heard of in the land of Cana- 
an nor among/} the children of Agar, that ſearch 
after the wiſdom that is of the earth -- but the way of 
(true) wiſdom they have not known, neither have they 
remembred her paths. O Iſrael, how great is the 
houle of God (the ſeat and ſource of true wiſdom ) -- 
it is great, and hath no end, it is high and immenſe.— 
Who hath gone up into heaven, and taken her (vwiſ- 
dom) and brought her down from the clouds ? Who 
hath paſſed over the ſea, and found her, and brought 
her preferably to choſen gold? There is none that is 
able(of himſelf) to know her ways, nor that can ſearch 
-out her paths. But he that knoweth all things know- 
eth her. (Even be to whom: all things obey.) This is 
our God, and there ſha]l no other be accounted of in 
compariſon of him. He found out all the way of 
knowledge, and gave it to Jacob his ſervant. -- After- 
wards he was ſeen upon earth (by the myſtery of bit 
Incarnation) and converſed with men. Toa teach them 

bis true heavenly wiſdom. | 
Chap. 
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Chap. iv. v. 1, &c. This (true wiſdom) is the 
book of the commandments of God, and the law that 
is for ever: all they that keep it, ſhall come to life: 
but they that have forſaken it, to death. Return O 
Jacob, and take hold of it, walk in the way by its 
brightneſs, in the preſence of the light thereof. Give 
not thy honor to another. We are happy O Iſrael, 
becauſe the things, that are pleaſing to God are made 
known to us.“ O how much more happy now are 
the children of the church of Chriſt, who Lk both 
his goſpel and himſelf, his light and his truth always 
with them, even to the end of the world. O Chri- 


ſtians let us walk in this light, and live up to this truth + 


for ever; 


Ez ant n. 


HAP. iii. v 17, &c. Son of man, I have 
made thee a watchman to the houſe of Ifrael. -- 
If when I fay to the wicked, thou ſhalt ſurely 
die; thou declare it not to him, nor ſpeak to him that 
he may be converted from his wicked way, and may: 
live: the ſame wieked man fhall die in his imquity, 
but I will require his blood at thy hand. But if thou 
give warning to the wicked; and he be not converted 
from his wickedneſs, and from his evil way: he indeed: 
ſhall die in his iniquity, but thou haſt delivered thy 
foul, Moreover if the juſt man ſhall turn away from 
his juſtice, and ſhall commit iniquity: Iwill lay a 
ſtumbling” block before him, hie ſhall die, becauſe 
thou haſt not given him warning; he ſhall die in his 
fin, and his juſtices which he hath done, ſhall not be 
remembered: but L will require his blood at thy hand- 
But if thou warn the juſt man, that the juſt may not 
fin, and he doth not ſin: living he ſhall live, becauſe 
thou haſt warned him, and thou haſt delivered thy 
1 8 3 foul.? * 
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ſoul.” (Mark this all ye paſtors and ſuperiors : and 
all you that any ways have the charge of others.) See 
to the like effect Chap. xxxiii. 


Chap. xvi. v. 49, 50, &c. © Behold this was the 


iniquity of Sodom (the cauſe of ber deſtruction) pride, 
fulneſs of bread, and abundance, and the idleneſs of 
Her, and of her daughters and they were lifted up, 
and they commited abominations before me: and J 
took them away, as thou haft ſeen.” Give ear O 
worldlings to the Spirit of God, and learn from this 
text, that a life of pride, ſenſuality and idleneſs is 


the high road to all kinds of laſt, and to final perditi- 


On. | 
Chap. xviii. v. 4, &c. * Behold all fouls are mine: 
as the ſoul of the father, ſo alſo the ſoul of the ſon is 

mine: the foul that ſineth the fame ſhall die. And 
if a man be juſt and do judgment and juſtice--he ſhall 
ſurely live ſaith the Lord God. And if he beget a ſon, 
that is a rober, a ſheder of blood, and that doth 
ſome one of thoſe wicked things ( forbiden by the law 
of God) though he doth not them all: but that eateth 
on the mountains (of ſacrifices offered to idols) that de- 
fileth his neighbour's wife, that grieveth the nee- 
dy and the poor; that taketh away by violence, that 
0 2 0 not the pledge, and that lifteth up his eyes to 

idols, that commiteth abomination, that giveth upon 
/ uſury, and that taketh an increaſe: ſhall ſuch a one 
Eve? He ſhall not live. Seeing he hath done all 
theſe deteſtable things, he ſhall ſurely die. -- But if 
he beget a ſon, who ſeeing all his father's fins, which 
he hath done, is afraid, and ſhall not do the like to 
them. But hath given his bread to the hungry, and 
hath not taken uſury, and encreaſe ; but hath executed 
my judgments and walked in my commandments : 
this man ſhall not die for the iniquity of his father, 
but living he ſhall live. The ſon ſhall not bear the 
iniquity of the father: and the father ſhall not bear 


the iniquity of the fon; * 
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ſhall be upon him: and the wickedneſs of the wick- 
ed ſhall be upon him. But if the wicked do penance 
for all his ſins which he hath commited, and keep 
all my commandments, and do judgment and juſtice, 
living he ſhall live, and ſhall not die. I will not re- 
member all his iniquities, that he hath done; in his 
juſtice which he hath wrought he ſhall live. Is it 
my will that a finer ſhould die, faith the Lord God, 
and not that he ſhould be converted from his ways, 
and live? But if the juſt man turn himſelf away 
from his juſtice, and do iniquity -- ſhall he live? 
All his juſtices which he had done ſhall not be re- 


membered: in the prevarication, by which he hath- 


prevaricated, and in his fin which he hath commited 
in them he ſhall die. Therefore will J judge every 
man according to his ways - ſaith the Lord God. Be 
converted, and do penance for all your iniquities ; and 
iniquity ſhall not be your ruin, Caſt away from you, 
all your tranſgreſſions - and make to yourſelves a 
new heart, and a new ſpirit : and why will you die, 


O houſe of Iſrael? For I deſire not the death of him 
that dieth, ſaith the Lord God, return ye and live. 


And to the like effect Chap. xxxiii. v. 11, &c. As 1 


live, faith the Lord God, I deſire not the death of 
the wicked, but that the wicked ſhould turn from 
his way, and live. Turn ye, turn ye from your e- 
vil ways: and why will you die, O houſe of Iſrael? 
-- The juſtice of the juſt ſhall not deliver him, in 
what day ſoever he ſhall ſin: and the wickedneſs of 
the wicked ſhall not hurt him, in what day ſoever he 
ſhall turn from his wickedneſs, &c.* O the juſtice 
of all the ways of God; and his infinite mercies to 
penitent ſiners 
See alſo in this prophet the glorious promiſes of 


Lord with relation to Chriſt, his coming, his bap- 


tim, his church; and God's everlaſting covenant 
of peace with the Church, ChAP. xvii.v. 22, &c. 
CBA? 
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Char. xxxiv. v. 23, &c. CHAP. xxxvi. v. 25, 
& c. CHAP. xxxvii. v. 22, &c. 


DAN IE I. 


HA ii. v. 20, &c. © Bleſſed be the name of 
the Lord, you Daniel, when God had revealed 
to bim the king's dream,) from eternity and for 

evermore: for wiſdom and power are his: and he 


changeth times and ages, taketh away Kingdoms, 


and eſtabliſneth them: he giveth wiſdom to the wiſe, 
and knowledge to them that have underſtanding : he 
revealeth deep and hiden things, and knoweth what 
is in darkneſs; and light is with him. To thee, O 
God of our fathers, I give thanks, and I praiſe thee; 
becauſe thou haſt given me wiſtlom, &c.* (Learn 
my ſoul, in all thy good ſucceſs, to give the whole 
glory to God, and to attribute all thy good, not to 
ee but to him, who is the giver of all good gifts.) 


44. The Ged of heaven will ſet up a kingdom (the 


r of Chriſt in his Church) that ſhall never be 
deſtroyed -- and it ſhall ſtand for ever. Happ py king- 
dom eſtabliſhed by the Son of God himſelf, in which 
he lives and reigns for ever (Luke 1. 32.) happy they 
that continue to the end his true and faithful ſubjects, 
in this his kingdom |! 
Chaps iii. v. 25, &c. See the excelent prayer of 

Azarias, confeſſng the ſins of his people, acknow- 
ledging God's juitice, and-imploring his mercy. See 
alſo v. 51, 52, &c. the canticle of the three children 
inviting the whole creation to praiſe and bleſs the Lord 
ſor evermore. 

Chap. iv. v. 22, &c. They ſhall caſt thee out 
from amongſt men. Said Daniel to Nebuchodono ſor 
till thou know that the moſt High ruleth over the 


kingdom of men, and giveth it to whomſoever he 


will. 
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will. -- Wherefore, O king, let my counſel be ac- 
ceptable to thee ; and redeem thou thy ſins with 
atmſdeeds; and thy iniquities with works of mercy to 
the poor : perhaps he will forgive thy offences.* Sin- 
ers, follow this counſel of the prophet : mercy 1s 
promiſed to them that ſhew mercy. Matt. v. &c. 

Chap. v. v. 27, &c. Thou art weighed in the 
balance, and art found not to have weight.” Ah! 
which of us all may not have reaſon to apprehend leſt 
this ſhould be our own caſe, when weighed in the 
balance of divine juſtice ? 

Chap. vi. Daniel, rather than diſcontinue for thir- 


ty days, his praying, with adoration and praiſe, three 


times every day to the Lord, was caſt into the lion's 
den: from whence he was miraculouſly delivered. 
Learn Chriſtians from this example that death is more 


eligible, than to live without prayer. 


Chap. vii. v. 9, &c. © I beheld, till thrones were 
placed, and the ancient of days took his ſeat : his gar- 
ment was white as ſnow, and the hair of his head 
like clean wool: his throne like flames of fire. -- 
Thouſands of thouſands miniſtered to him, and ten 
thouſand times a hundred thouſand ſtood before him: 
the judgment ſat, and the books were opened. I be- 
held - and I ſaw that the beaſt was lain. -- I beheld 
therefore in the viſion of the night, and lo ! one like 
the Son of Man came with the clouds of heaven, and 
he came even to the ancient of days: and they pre- 
ſented him before him. And he gave him power and. 
glory and a kingdom: and all peoples tribes and 
tongues ſhall ſerve him: his power is an everlaſting 
power, that ſhall not be taken away : and his king- 
dom that ſhall not be deſtroyed.” Glory be to the 
ancient of days (the Eternal,) that has judged the 
beaſt, and given this everlaſting kingdom to the Son of 


Man, even to Chriſt our Lord: O let us all be his 


faithful ſubjeQs for ever. 
Chap. 
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Chap. ix. v. 4, &c. Contains Daniel's bumble 
confeſſion and prayer; and in conſequence of it, the 
revelation made to him, concerning the time of the 
coming, and of the paſſion of Chriſt. © From the 
begining of thy prayers, ſaid the Angel Gabriel to 
Bim. The word came forth ; and I am come to ſhew 
it to thee, becauſe thou art a man of defires. There- 
fore do thou mark the word, and underſtand the viſi- 
on. Seventy weeks ( ſeventy times ſeven years, that ii 
490 years) are ſhortened upon thy people, and upon 
thy holy city, that tranſgreſſion may be finiſhed, and 
ſin may have an end, and iniquity may be aboliſhed, 
and everlaſting juſtice may be brought: and viſion and 
propheſy may be fulfiled : and the Saint of Saints 
may be anointed. Know thou therefore and take no- 
tice, that from the going forth of the word to build 
up Jeruſalem again, unto Chriſt the prince, there 
ſhall be ſeven weeks, and fixty two weeks: and the 
ſtreet ſhall be built again, and the walis in ſtrait of 
times. And after ſixty two weeks Chrift ſhall be 
lain. And a people with their leader that ſhalt come 
ſhall deſtroy the city and the fanQtuary. -- And he 
ſhall confirm the covenant with many in one week: 
and in the half (or tbe middle) of the week, the victim 
and the ſacrifice ſhall fail : and there ſhall be in the 
temple the abomination of deſolation: and the deſo- 
lation fhall continue even to the conſummation.“ Is it 
poſſible that the Jews ſhould be fo blind, as not to 
fee in this propheſy, that their Meſſias is long ſince 
come, and flain for the fins of us all? | 

Chop. xii. v. 3, &c. They that are learned, 
(the truly wiſe) ſhall ſhine as the brightneſs of the 
ment, and they that inſtru many ts juſtice, as 
ſtars for all eternity.” O how bappy are they that 
are truly wiſe : and more happy ſtill they that labor 
to make others alſo truly wiſe! ' 

Chap. xiii. v. 8, 9. The two elders were infla- 
med with luſt, -- and they perverted their own _ 
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and turned away their eyes, that they might not look 
to heaven, nor remember juſt judgments.” O the 
dreadful conſequences of indulging the paſſion of luft : 
the forgetfulneſs of God and his judgments, the blind- 
neſs of mind, and hardneſs of heart, which uſualy 
flow from this unhappy ſource ! Th 
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HAP. i. v. 9, &c. Calllbis name not my people. 
\L for you are not my people, and Twill nat be yours, 

O how ſad is the caſe of the foul, that has loſt 
her God by fin, ſhe is no longer his; and he is no long- 
er hers. But how happy are they who, through 
Jeſus Ckriſt, are brought back to God: of whom we 
read in the following verſes. --* It ſhall be in the 
place, where it ſnall be ſaid to them, you are not my 
people: (upon their converſion,) it ſhall be ſaid to them 
ye are the ſons of the living God. And the children 
of Juda, and the children of Iſrael ſhall be gathered 
together: and they ſhall appoint themſelves one head 
(1 and ſhalt come up out of the land, &c.” 

ap. ii. v. 6, 7. &c. © Behold I will hedge up 
thy way with thorns, ( ſays the Lord to bis unfaitbful 
ſpouſe) and I will ſtop it up with a wall, and ſhe 
Thall not find her paths : and ſhe ſhall follow after 


+ her lovers, and ſhe ſhall not overtake them, and ſhall 


not find, and ſhe ſhall ſay: I will goand return to my 
firſt huſband: becanſe it was better with me then, 
than now, & c.“ (See how the Lord by diſappointing 
all the projects of the ſoul that runs away from him, 
and embittering all her falſe ſweets, ſeeks to brin 

her back to himſelf.) And then finiſhes the work by 
what he adds, v. 14, © Behold I will allure her, and 
will lead her into the wilderneſs, (the ſolitude of a ſpi- 
ritual” retreat) and there I will ſpeak to her 2 

| A 
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And I will betroth thee to me for ever, (/aith the 
Lord to his church) and J will betroth thee to me in 
Juſtice and judgment, and in loving kindneſs and ten- 
der mercies: and I will betroth thee to me in faith : 

and thou ſhalt know that I am the Lord.* _ 
Chap. iii. v. 4, &c. The children of Iſrael ſhall 
fit many days, without king, and without prince, and 
without ſacrifice, and without altar, and without 
Ephod (prie/ily garment).and without Theraphim (i- 
mages) (This is viſibly the wretched ſlate of the Fews 
at preſent, but we hope better things for them from 
what follows, viz.) And after this the children of 
Ifrael ſhall return, and ſhall ſeek the Lord their God, 
and David (that is Chriſt) their king: and they ſhall 
fear the Lord, and his goodneſs in the laſt days. 
Chap. iv. v. 1, &c. * The Lord ſhall enter into 
judgment with the inhabitants of the land : for there 
is no truth, and there is no mercy, and there is no 
knowledge of God in the land. Curſing and lying, 
and kiling, and theft and adultery have overflown, &c. 
(O how true it is that the want of knowing Ged is the 
ſource of all our other evils ! But mark what follows.) 
Becauſe thou haſt rejected knowledge, I will reje& 
thee, that thou ſhalt not do the office of prieſthood 
to me, thou haſt forgoten the law of thy God: 1 
alſo will forget thy children. Fornication and wine 
and drunkeneſs take away the underſtanding.” O 
Chriſtians, beware of theſe vices, that are ſo apt to 
darken the ſoul, and to rob her of her God, and of 
all her Good ! | 

_ Chap. vi. v. 1, &c. In their affliction they will 
Tiſe early to me, &c. For I deſire mercy, and not 
ſacrifice, and the knowledge of God more than holo- 
cauſts.* Afiifion, as we here ſee, is often the means 
of bringing ſiners back to God; and of opening to 
them, the gates of the divine mercy ® ; _ 

Cap. x. v. 2, &c. Their heart is divided, now 
they ſhall periſh.” O beware Chriſtians of a 1 5 
3 a eart. 
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heart. Our Lord will not allow of any don of 
the heart between him and the world.” 

Chap; xi v. 4, &c. I vill draw them with the 
cords of Adam, with the bands of love. O draw us 
dear Lord, to' thee, and bind us up in theſe bleſed 
bands. 


G A l e. 9, Ke. Deſtiuction is thy on, 
O Her: thy help is only in me. -I will deliverthent 
out of the Hand of death; I will redeem them from 
death: O death, I will de thy death, O hel}, I wil 
be thy bite! O perfect in us, dear Lord the work 
thou haſt begun: deliver us from the power of death 
and hell; and bring us to our true life, which is witk 
thee. For of ourſelves we are ever runing to de- 


ſtruction: and all our good mult be from thee. 
2 BY # Wh. 908 : 


Jen L. 


7 i. v. 1, 2, K. Te day of tie Long” 

'; corieti* it is nigh” at hand,” a day of darkneſs” 

and uf gloomitieſs,'a day of clouds and of 'whirt-" 

winds. -- Before the face thereof a devouring fire, 
and behind it a burning flame. Now therefore ſaith 
the Lord: be converted” to me with all your heart, 
in faſting,” and in weeping and in mourning : and 
rend your hearts, GR and turn 
to the Lord your God, for is gracious and mercei- 

ful;' patient and tich in mercy, — ſanctify a faſt, call 
a ſolemn aſſembly; gather together the people, fane- 
tify' the church, let the brid go forth from 
his bed, and the bride from her bedthamber. Be- 
tween the porch and the altar, the prieſts the Lords? 

miniſters ſhall weep, and ſball ſay, ſpare O Lord, 

ſpare thy people, and give not up thy inheritance 


reproach,” &c.* (See Chriſtians, in what manner u 
xe to vert the „ of God that threaten ſiners 
and 
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and to ore to your ſouls his mercy. Then hear 
the comfortable promiſes that follow.) And you, 
O children of Sion, rejoice, and be joyful in the Lord 
your God: becauſe he hath given you a teacher of 
juſtice (even Chriſt bis ſon. )-- And you thall praiſe 
the name of the Lord your God, who hath done won- 
ders with, you: and my people fhall not be confound- 
ed for ever. And you ſhall know that I am in the ' 
midſt gf Iragl,-- And I will pour out my ſpirit upon 
all £eſh,-- And it hall come to paſs, that every one 
that call upon the name of the Lord, (with faith 
Hope and love,) ſhall be ſaved.” O bleſed be his good- 
acls for ever. 110 | 5 OR 
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HA P. v. v. 4, &c. Thus faith the Lordto 
the houſe of Iirael: ſeek ye me, and you ſhall 
live; But ſeek not Bethel {iniquity and vanity). 
which. ſhall be good for nothing. Seek ye the Lord 
and live. Seek ye good, and not evil, that you may 
live: and the Lord the God of hoſts will be with you. 
Fate evil and love good.” O let this be our rule of 
life, and we ſhall live for ever. 8 
ap. vui. v. 9, &c. * The ſun ſhall go down at 
mid-day (to impenitent ſiners) and I will make the 
earth dark in the day of light: and I will turn your 
ſeaſts into mourning, and all your ſongs into lamen- 
tation. And I will ſend forth a famin into the land: 
not a famin of bread, -- but of hearing the word-of 
God.“ (Dreadful famin indeed, when the word of 
God is not heard; and ſouls periſh for want of the 
Chap. ix. v. 11, 12, &c. In that day, I wil. [ 
raiſe up the tabernacle of David that is falen, (by [ 
ſending Chriſt who is of the bouſe of David,) ol | f 
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will cloſe up the breaches of the walls thereof · that 
they may poſleſs the remnant of Edom, and all nati- 
ons; becauſe my name is invoked upon them, faith 
the Lord that doth the / things. Bleſed be his name 
that hath done all this in our favor, and ſubjected all 
nations to the ſweet yoke of his fon® zk 


+ - 


5 4 » blinds | WR" bes 1 


wy — * —_—_— i r 


* 


on; et 4 8. 


8 1, v. 5, &c. The pride of thy heart 
4 ( ſaith the Lord to Edom, ai to a figure of the ad- 
. werſaries of bis people.) hath lifted thee up, -- and 
thou ſayſt in thy heart: who ſhall bring me down to 
the ground? But though thou be exalted as an eagle, 
and though thou ſet thy neſt among the ſtars, (3 
preſumption and ſelf-conceit) thence will I bring thee 
down, faith the Lord. Confufion ſhall cover thee,, 
and thou ſhalt periſh for ever. (O ſucb is the ſentence 

_ the obſlinate oppoſers of God's church, and of 

bis Truths.) But in mount Sion {the church of God Y 
ſhall be ſalvation, and it ſhall be holy, and Saviours 
ſhall come up into mount Sion, and the kingdom | 
ſhail- be for the Lord.” O let this thy kingdom, © 
Lord, take poſſeſſion of all nations, and of all hearts. 
Amen, Amen. | 3 
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Jonas. 


HA. ii. v. 3, &c. I cricd out of my afflicti- 

4 on to the Lord, ſaid Jonas, and he heard me, 

chou haſt caſt me forth into the deep in the heart 

of the ſea, and all thy billows and thy waves have 
paſed over me. And I faid: I am caſt away out of 

the fight of thy eyes: but yet I ſhall ſee thy holy 

/ W 1 temple 


temple 5 And thou wil briog p mop ie rom 
corruption, O Lord my God. When my foul was 
in diſtreſs within me, I 2 the Lord, that 
my prayer may come to thee, and to thy holy temple, 
Sc.) n my ſoul, under all thy afſſictiona, to cry 
in like manner to the Lard, with the like confidence 
in him, and he will not fail to hear thee. + 
op. iii. v. 4, c. Jona, cried and ſaid: Yet 
forty days, b. Ninive ſhall be deftroy'd. And the 
men of Ninive believed in God, and they preclaimed 
a faſt, &c. And God faw their works, that they 
were turned | from their; euil ways, and God had:mer- 
cy onthem.* See — * oy = what jndgments yo way 
may . 2pprehend acctus anging Over.your heads, 
and like to fall quickly 1 you: but ſee alſo by what 
means, you may, by the example. of the Ninivites, 
avert theſe j „ and find;mercy; by a ſincere 
converſion all your evil ways and ſung for mere 
nd ſelling, Prager and Fake. U 4 
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AP. iv. v. 1, 2. &c. * It (Hall ona 
in the Jaſt days, that the mountain of the houſe 
of the Lord (the church of Chriſt) ſhall be 
red in the top of mountains, (viſible and conſpicuous) 
and high above the hills. And many nations fhall come 
in haſte and ſay: -- come let us go up to the mountain 
of the Lord, -- Gt he will teach us "of his eee and 
we will walk in his paths: for the law ſhall 
out of Sion, and the word of the Lord out of Jer 
lem. And he ſhall, judge among many people, &c. 
they Who embrace this heavenly teacher, and 
walk in his paths! Happy they — manner 
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Lord, and d follow his law, as to be introduced another 


da) into his heavenly mountain of | og ernal felicity ! 


Chap. v. v. 2, Le, + And thou thlehem, -- out 
of thee ſhall he come forth unto me, that is to be 
the ruler in Iſrael: and bis going forth is from the 
beging, from the days of eternity. ' And he 
ſtand = feed in the frength of the Lord and rol 
min full be bur Peace, Ee. O Vleſed peace maker, 
be then our ao; our ruler for ver! 

ap. vi. v. 3, Kc. O my people, what ad 
I done to thee, or in what have 1 moleſted thee? An- 
ſwer thon me: For I brought thee up out of the land 
&6.% (Dear Lord what ſhall we ſay; or 
what ſhall we be able to anſwer to thy juſt ex poſtu- 
lations, When recounting tl ininttidheble favors to us 
mou ſhalt' reproach us with all our wickedneſs and 
ingratitude ?) O what ben hall I offer to the Lord 

in; that is worthy (of bim?) wherewith ſhall 


rm 
Leh fore the high ? Shall I offer holocauſts 


to fim? & I wilt-ſhew thee, O mati What is odd, 
and ' what — Lord requiteth of thee: "verily to do 

to-love merey, and to walk carefuly 
with thy — O let us gib ear to/theſe heavenly. 
document, wo the Lord will not fail to receive us to» 


2 — 


Chap. vii. v. I, &c. * Wo js me, —the holy mam 


is periſhed from the fan, Aft 4 ma's enemies are 
they of his own honſhold. But I will. look towards 
the Lord, 1 Will-wait for Gdd my Srriour! th 
will hear me, I will bear dre wrath of tie Lofd, be- 
cauſe Þ babe ſined 2gainft bim. Who ita Gadike ts: 
thee, who takeſt away &c.” Learn my 


foul! the like ſentiments of coafidents in God e k 


viewr, and vf, armer to all his fodurges « 
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HAP. i, v. "Is c. The Lad is a jealous 
God, | and taketh vengeance on his enemies. 

The Lord is patient, and great in power. He rebuk- 
eth the ſea, and dryeth.it up. The mountains trem- 
ble at him, the earth hath quaked at his preſence, and 
all. that dwell thereia.. Who can ſtand before the 
face of his indignation? The rocks are melted by 
kim.* (Great God, who ſhall not fear. the offence: 
of thy infinite majeſty by ſin; and all its dreadful 
conſequences, both in time and eternity! But with, 
50 to ſuch as truly ſerve God.) The prophet adds 
v, 7, The Lord. is good, and giveth ſtrength in 
the day of trouble, and knoweth them that hope in 
him. v. 15, Behold upon: the mountains, the feet 


of him that bringeth good tidings, and that preacheth 


peace. (Apply this, my ſoul, io the coming of thy 
Redeemer, and beg that he may make good in thx 
favor the following promiſe) © Belial mall no gen 
paſs through. 115 Win; en utterly cut 5 l 
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_=_ the, begining, O Lord my God, my. ho- 
ly, one, and we ſhall not die? (7. by y people ſhall. not 
utterly. periſh, thoug chaftized by thee for, their fins.) 
Lord, thou haſt appointed him (Nabuchodoneſor). for 
judgment, and made him ſtrong for correction. 
Thy eyes are too pure to behold By and thou-canſt 
not endure to look on iniquity.” O take awa then, 


dear Lord, all our 1 A0 thou may in thy 


mercy look on ws. 
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Chap. ii. v. 2, 3, & e. will ſtand upon my 
watch, ſor as yet the viſion (ef the god things to 
come) is far off, and it ſhall appear at the end, and. 
ſhall not he, if it make any delay, wait for ii: for i it; 
Mall ſurely « come, and it ſhall not be ſlack. Behold 
he that is unbeſieving, his ſoul ſhall not be right in 
himſelf : but the juſt ſhall. live in his faith, (Grant. 
us, dear Lard this patience and faith. } == Wo to him 
that- ' heapeth together that which is not his own? 
How fong doth he allo load himſelf with thick clay ?: 
(How ju ly are ill goten goods likened to a Joad of 


' thick clay; into which the deeper you fink, the more 


ſtrongly you are held, and with the greater difficulty 
d ſengaged.) Tbe Lord is in bis boly temple (the ſanc-- 


tuary of heaven) bt all the earth keep ſilence before lim. 


Amen. C6 
Gap. iii. v. r, Ke. £0 Lord, I have heard thy: 
hearing, (by divine pracles) and was afraid. -- His 
gory covered the heavens, and the earth is full of, 
praiſe. -- Death ſhall. go before his face. -- He be-- 
bald $47 melted the nations: --(Q, who ſball not fear 
thee, O Lord or who ſhall be able to fland before; 
15 ace ?) Let: rotteneſs enter into my bones and 
ſwarm under me: that I may reſt in the day of tribu- 
lation; that Imay go up to our people that are girded: 
for their happy journey to the bouſe of Ge, that with 
them I may E ever rejoice in the Lord, and joy 
my jeſus I = Saviour, _ b conguerer 0 ts 
death and bell. = 


1 


| So 18. 
al n ie! 5011 Nan i FO 157-4 | 
HA P. . ation we © Be filent before the face 
16f: the Lord God: for the day of the Lord: 


of brovetrgeanceiupon unnepenting ſmers,) is near, and I 
vill viſit in that day upon them that fll the houſe of 
14 the. 
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the Lord their God with iniquity and dvceli, - 1 will 
fearch Jeruſalem with lamps, and will viſit upon the 
men that are ſetled on theif les. The great 970 of 
3 Lord is near, it is near, and exceeding ſwiſt. 
'Thet day is a day of wrath, a day of tribulation and 
diſtreſs, a day of calamity and miſery, u day of Lark 
nefs and obſcurity, a a day of clouds und whirtwhits, 
Kc. | (Worldlings, hear and trembſe; und prepare 
| 2 againſt that day, when neither your riches 
honors, nor your pleaſures Mall be Able to 


nor your 
deliver you ; or any thing elſe but the mercy and oy | 


of your God.) © Seek ther the Lord (CHAN. 

2, 3.) before — bc. nh 8 

you—if fo by an . icli the 

| of the Lord's ina — 1 
* me faith” ce 


Gap. iii. v. 8, a. 
Lond inthe Gay. of hy «Becauſe then 


will reſtore to the lor Fg a choſen — that all may 
call upon the name of the Lord and fer ve him 
with — 7 Give pr ow O 'dabghte? of ion 
be and rejoice with all thy heft. te kin 
＋ 1 the Lord is in the mad of Dank 
ſhalt fear evil no more The Lord thy n the 
midſt of thee is mighty: he will rave, Cel O bleſſed 
be his name, who has promited to be in the midſt 
of his chnreh, — ee e world 
Mat. xzviti.v. * 4 
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HA li. v:, & Vet ont little while, and 

[ will move the heaven and the earth, and the 

45; "Defirediof all nations ſhall come, .andl Vadill gh 
tis hovſe with glory;! ſaith the Dotdcof hafte 4<lves' 
is mine; and gold is mine, faith the horch of hoſts : 
great ſhall be — IIENENY more 7 
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of the ſirſt and in this plaee I will give peace, fa 
the Lord of hoſts. See here unhappy Jews, that 
. the true Meſſias, the Deſired fr Rs, 

ſince come : even whilſt that -was ſtanding 
which the prophet ſpoke; and which he gloriſied, by 
his: preſence, and by his miracles, beyond all the 
of the former temple. See Chriſtians, that 
your correſpending with the grace, which he 


brings along with him at his coming, you ee 


your own fouls: to be the temples of the hi g God, 
and the feat of bis everlaſting peace. "7 gl 
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HAP. i. v. 3, 4, c. Thus faith the Lord of 
C hoſts: Turn ye to me and I will turn to ye 
--- Tum ye from your evil ways, and from 
your wicked thoughts. (U do thou convert us te 
thee; dear Lord, and we ſhall be converted indeed: 
O Lord of hoſts (ſaid the Angel.) Row g Et 
thou not have mercy on Jeruſalem, with which theu 
baſt been angry, this is now the ſeventieth year? 
O Lord have mercy on thoſe poor nations, with which 
thou ann three times feventy 
Gap. ii. v. 7, c. O Sion, flee, ion that 
dweleſt with the daughter of Babylon. (O Chri- 
flian ſouls fram evil - communications, and from'the 
2 contagion -of - a nwicked wort ) For he that toucheth 
you toucheth the apple of my eye. (O „be infinite | 
goodneſs. of our God, and bit tender love for his for- 
vant; |):«- Sing praiſe, and "rejoice, O daughter 4 
Sion (O cbuncb of Gbriſ) for behold Ice, and 
will dwell in the midiſt of thee, ſaith the Lord. And 
many nations ſtrall be joĩned to the Lord in that day, 
and they ſhall be my people, and I will dwell in the 
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midſt of thee. ; (O Bleſſed be bis riame, who bas wrought . 


all theſe wonders in our favor!) O then let all fleſh be 
filent at the preſence of the Lord: for he is riſen up 
(co us) out of his holyhabitation.” . | 

Cap. ix. v. 9, &c+ ©. Rejoice O daughter of Si- 


on. | Behold: thy king will come to thee, the juſt and 


the Saviour: he is poor and riding upon an aſs. And 


he thall : ſpeak peace to the Gentiles, and his power 


ſhall be from ſea to ſea. Thou alfo by the blood of 


thy teſtament, haſt ſent forth thy priſoners out of the 
pit, in which there is no water.“ (O let us rejoice 


in this our Saviour; and learn of him to be meek and 
humble of heart, that he alſo may deliver us out of 
our captivity, and ſpeak peace to our ſouls.) For 


what is the goed thing of him; and what is his beau- 


tifut thing, but the corn of the choſen ones, and the 
wine which maketh virgins to ſpring forth?” Yea his 
molt excellent gift, is the corn of the el:&, and the 
wine, that maketh virgins to bud: which he gives 
us in the bleſed factanient, the great preſervative of 
Gap. xii. v. 10, &c. I vill pour out upon the 
houſe; of David -- the ſpirit of grace and ot. prayers. 
O bow well are theſe two joined togetber !) And they 
ſhall look upon me whom they have pierced.” Yea 
Lord let out eyes be always F326 thee, whom we have 


. 


pierced and crucified by our fins. 


bas. xiii. 9. 1, Kr. (“ In that day: there hall be 


| A fountaincopen, to'the-- inhabitants of Jeruſalem 


(tbe church) for the waſhing of the ſiner, and the un- 
clean — and I will deſtroy the names of idols out of 
the earth. And it ſhall be im all the earth, faith the 


Lord, two parts in it ſhall be ſcattered, and ſhall. 


eriſh : but the third part ſhall be left therein. And 
7 bring the third part 8 the fire: and will 


reſine them as ſilver is re and 1 will try them 


as gold is tried. They ſhall call on my name, and | 


£ 


will hear them: I will ſay: Thou art my pope: 
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and they ſhall ſay: The Lord is my God.“ See, my 
e ne the ele of God are all to be tried, | and 
refined i in the furnace of tribulation. | | 
Chap. xiv. v. 8, c. It ſhall come to paſs in | 
that day, that Hving waters (/ faith and grace) ſhall” 
o out from alem {by the: preaching of the Abe. 
files) half of = to the Ne ther Hick be in ſum-" 
mer, andin winter. And the Lord ſhall be king over 
all the earth: in that day there ſhall be one Lord and 
his name ſhall be one.” (Theſe days are come upon 
us by the grace of Chriſt, and by the vocation and 
converſion of the Geniiles) O ) gloty be to > our great 
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\HAP. i i. v. 6, The ſon honoreth the kalte 
and the ſervant his maſter : if then I be a on 
where is my henor? And if I be a maſter, whe 
my fear, faith the Lord of hoſts?? (O great 
who ſhall honor thee, or fear thee, as much as thos 
deſerveſt to be honored, and to be feared?) © v. 8. 
Offer it to thy prince, if he will be pleaſed with it, 
( your unwortby offering) or if he will raph thy face 
faith the Lord ot hoſts.” (O let us always make our 
choiceſt offerings to the Lord: but moſt eſpecialy a 
heart without blemiſh, and wholy devoted to his di- 
vine love!) v. 10, 11. I have no pleaſure in you 
(the Fewifb prieftr) ſaith the Lord of hoſts: and I 
will not receive a gift at your hand. For from the 
rifing of the ſun, even to the going down of ibe fame, 
my name is great among the Gentiles: and in eve 
place there is facrifice, and there is offered to my 
name a clean offering: for my name is great among 
the Gentiles: faith the Lord of hofts.” Behold here 
an illuſtrious propheſy of the cgnyerfion of the Gen- 
tiles, 


| * 


— be ad, to Gel among them. is ah 
nations. 

Gab. ii. vn 55 e ©'M eavetiane uns u dt Le- 
wit (the! > life a ce; and I gave him 
feary. and \ ——— tad his 
mouth he walked with mein peace; and in'equity, 
and he turned manyawiyp from / iniquity: (00 the 
"duty ef pricfic:)| For the lips of the prieſt ſhall keep 
knowledge: and they ſhall ſeek the law' at his mouth: 
becauſe he is the Angel of the rd of hoſts. (Now mark 
the guili and fronifhment of | them thet tr ES 8, 
9. Vou have — out of the way 
to ſtumble at the law (I groin e 3 
have made void the — Ach the E 
of hoſts. Therefore have I alſo made you eontemp- 
tible, and baſe / beſore all people v. 10. Have we 
not all one father? Hath not one God created us? 

Why, then doth every ons of us deſpiſe his brother, 
vialating the covenant ?*' Chriſtians, ſee then you 
never preſume to deſpiſe ay Fa of your neighbours: 
leſt. u viclate the covenants God.. 

B. iii. u., I, & Bebel I. ſen my Angel, 

and he ſhall prepare the way before my face: and 
preſently the Lord whom you ſeek, — 
or the Teſtament whom you dere, ſhalt come to his 


temples, (La here a propbrſy of the commy»of Chriſt.) 


ſhall.” be able to think of the day of his coming? And 


re 


fire and he. ſhall ſiu reſining and c the filver; | 

and he ſhall. purify the — of Levi (the: prieſtbood . 

7 mall offer ſacrifices to the Lord in juſtice: -- 
1 Lord; and I change not. No O Lord thou 

| art always the ſame: hut we are not ſo; but are too { 
often turning away from thee by fin; wherefore thou f 

adeſt) “ from the days of your fathers, you have 

de parted from my ordinances, and have not kept them: ˖ 

| return 


| 
| 
1 
Behold: he cometh, faith the Lord of hoſts: and who (UY | 
1 
0 
1 
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. return to me, and I will return to you, faith the Lord.“ 
| O do thou convert us to thee ; and we ſhall then be 
| converted indeed : and let thy divine Son effeQualy 
purify us from our fins, by his heavenly grace. 

Chap. iv. v. 1, &c. * The day ſhall come (of 
God's judgment) kindled as a furnace: and all the proud 
and all that do wickedly ſhall be ſtubble: it ſhall 
ſet them on fire, ſaith the Lord of hoſts, it ſhall not 
leave them root nor branch. But unto you that fear 
my name, the ſun of juftice ſhall ariſe, and health 
ſalvation in his wings. O let bim ariſe to us and 
bring our ſaluation with him. Behold I will ſend 
you Elias the prophet, before the coming of the great 
and dreadful day of the Lord: and he ſhall turn the 
heart of the fathers to the children.” O haſten his 
coming, Lord, that the _ of ſin may atlength 
have and end; and everlaſting juſtice may ſucceed 
and reign for ever. | | 
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\ H AP. ii. v. 21. God be merciful unto us; 
AA ſaid Mathathias, it is not profitable for us to 
forſake the law, and the juſtices of God to go ano- 
ther way. O no Chriſtians, there can be no good, in 
turning away from God by wilful fin. v. 62. Fear 
not then the words of a ſinful man: for his glory is 
dung and worms: To day he is lifted up, and to 
morrow he ſhall not be found: becauſe he is returned 
into his earth, and his thought is come to nothing. 
You therefore, my ſons, take courage, and behave 

manfuly in the law of God: for by it you ſhall be 
glorious. Yes Chriſtians, God will glorify them 
that glorify him. 1. Samuel ii. v. 30. 

Chap. in. v. 18, &c. There is no difference in 
the ſight of the God of om ( ſaid Judas — 

| 7 us 
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beus, ) to deliver with a great multitude, or with A 
ſmall company: for the ſucceſs of war is not in the 


multitude of the army, but ſtrength cometh from 


heaven. The Lord himſelf will overthrow them be- 
fore our face.“ (O Happy confidence in God, joined 
with a ſtrong faith, what art thou not able to effect? 
Thou canſt even remove mountains. But mark in 
what manner the people of God at this time prepa- 
red themſelves for battle.) © v. 46. They aſſembled 
together -- fo a place cf <a and they faſted that 
day, and put on haircloth, and put aſhes upon their 
heads -- and they cried with a loud voice towards hea- 
ven - behold the nations are come againſt us to de- 
ſtroy us: thou knoweſt what they intend againſt us. 
| How ſhall we be able to ſtand before their face, un- 
leſs thou, O God, help-us? -- And Judas ſaid : Gird 
. yourſelves. -- For it is better for us to die in batile 
than to. fee the evils of our nation, and of the holy 
places : Nevertheleſs as it ſhall be the will of Godin 
heaven, fo be it done.“ Oh! that all Chriſtian Soldi- 
ers were ſo well diſpoſed ! | 
Chap. v. v. 60, 61, &c. © There was a great 
overthrow of the people, becauſe they did not hear- 
ken to Judas. -- But they (their leaders) were not of 
the ſced of thoſe men, hy: whom ſalvation was brought 
to Iſrael.” O ?tis true, as we lee by the experience 
of all ages, that in ſpiritual enterprizes, for the glory 
of God, and the converſion and ſalvation of fouls: 
God does not favor with his bleſſing, thoſe who are 
mot of the true ſeed of the church of Chriſt; or who 
are diſobedient to their lawful ſuperiors. | 
._ Chap. vi. v. 11, &c. Into what tribulation am 
I come, ſaid the miſerable Antiochus on his death bed, 
and into what floods of ſorrow, wherein now I am ; 
I that was pleaſant and beloved in my power. But 
now I remember the evils that I did in Jeruſalem. -- 
I know therefore that for this cauſe theſe evils have 
r me: and behold I periſh with great grief in a 


foreign 


2. Machabees.) of the BIB EE. tg 


foreign land.“ Ah! the dreadful, but too often fruit- 
leſs remorſe, which ſhall prey upon the wicked, when. 
the - ſorrows of death ſhall encompaſs them, and the 
perils of hell ſhall overtake them! 


— 


2. MAGdHAB EES. 


HA P. i. v. 24, &c. The prayer of Nehe- 
mias was after this manner: O Lord God, Cre- 
ator of all things, dreadful and ſtrong, juſt and 
merciful, who alone art the good King, who alone 
art gracious, who alone art juſt, and almighty, a 
eternal, who delivereſt Iſrael from all evil, who didff 
chooſe the fathers, and didſt ſanctify them: Receive 
the ſacrifice for all thy people Iſrael, and preſerve 
thy own portion, and ſanctify it. Gather together 
our ſcatcred people, deliver them that are ſlaves to 
the Gentiles, &c.* Learn Chriſtians, thus to praiſe 
your God; and to pray in the like manner for the 
whole church and people of God. | 
Chap. ii. v. 19, 20, &c. God did not chooſe 
the people for the places (tbe temples ) ſake : but the 
place for the people's ſake: and therefore the place 
alſo was made partaker of the evils of the people.” 
Thus we ſee that neither the temple of God, nor 


any holy place whatſoever can be a ſecurity to a wick. 


ed people, but rather that the place itſelf in puniſh= 
ment of their wickedneſs ſhall be given up to profan- 
ation: of which we have often ſeen moſt dreadful 
inſtances. _ 

_ Chap. vi. v. 13, &c. It is a token of great good- 
neſs, when ſiners are not ſuffered to go on in their 
ways for a long time, but are preſently puniſhed.? 
As it is one of the worſt of God's judgments to give 
ſiners up to a reprobate ſenſe; and to let them proſ- 
per in their iniquity; till they have filled up the 

| U2 meaſure 
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meaſure of their ſins, and when they leaſt expect it, 
are hurried down to the loweſt hell. 

See in this, and in the following chapter, a moſt 
edifying account of the glorious martyrdom! of Elea- 
zar, and of the ſeven brethren. | 


The End of he Old Teſtament. 


THE 


MORALITY 


OF THE 


B IB L E. 
EXTRACTED 


Reon all the canonical Books, both of the 
Old and of the New TESTAMENT. 


For the Uſe of ſuch pions Chriſtians as ads 
to nouriſh their Souls to cternal Life with 
daily meditating on the Word of GOD. 


5— 


By R. CH A L OVER P. P. 


Beatus vir- — voluntas eſt in lege Domini; et in 
lege ejus meditabitur die ac nofte. Pſalm 1. 1, 2. 


Bleſſed is the man----whoſe will is in the law of the 
Lord; and who ſhall meditate on his law day and. 


night. 
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The Goſpel of St. Mar TREw. 
oF. Chapter III. Perſe 7. Se. 


0 W H O hath ſhewed you ( Fbariſees and Saddu- + 
: cees) toflee from the wrath to come? Bring 
forth therefore fruit worthy of penance: and think 
not to ſay within yourſelves, we have Abraham for 
our father. For I tell you that God is able of theſe 
ſtones to raiſe up children to Abraham. For now the 
ax is laid at the root of the trees. Every tree there- 
fore that doth not yield good fruit, ſnhall be cut down 
and caſt into the fire, &c.“ (So ſaid St. Jobn, when 
he was ſent to prepare the way of the Lord, by preach- 
ing penance: O let us attend to this great preacher, 
and learn the leſſons he was ſent to teach, if we would 
be in a proper condition to welcome our Lord at his 
coming amongſt us.) v. 15. It becometh us to fulfil 
all juſtice, ſaid our Lord to St. 7bn. O yes, Chri- 
ſtians, it becometh us all to fulfil to the beſt of our 
power, Chriſtian juſtice in all its branches; charity, 
humility, patience, ſelf-denial, & c. with all the 
perſection we are able, in all places; and on all oca- 
ſions; in litle maters as well as in great. O enable 
us, dear Lord, by thy grace, thus to fulfil all juſtice. 
Chap. v. v. 3, &c. Bleſed are the poor in ſpirit 
(the humble, and they whoſe ſpirit is diſengaged 
from all affections to the things of the ile far 
tr | eirs 
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theirs is the kingdom of beaven. Blſed are the meek 
(who reſiſt all the motions of wrath, and learn to po- 
ſeſs their ſouls in patience,) fer tbey ſball inherit the 
land (of the living.) Bleſed are they that mourn 
(their long baniſhment, in the midſt of dangers and 
miſeries; and in a penitential ſprrit, bewail their own 
and their neighbours ſins,) for they ſhall be comforted: 
(by the holy Spirit the comforter.) Bleſed are they 
that hunger and thirſt after juſtice, (and holineſs, by 
ardent deſires, and by continualy ſeeking and prayi 
for it, with all the fervor of their ſoul,) for they ſhall 
bave their fill of it. Bleſed are the merciful, (who 
diligently exerciſe the works of mercy and charity, 
in favor of their neighbours,) for they ſball obtain 
mercy from God. Bleſed are the clean of beart, (the 
upright and ſingle hearted, who ſeek our Lord with 
rity of intention and affection, without any double 
dealing, or ſelf-ſeeking) for they ſhall ſee God, (and be 
happily united to him.) Bleſed ate the peace-makers, 
(who keep themſelves in peace with God, with their 
neighbours, and with their own fouls; and ſeek as 
much as is in them, to bring all others to this hapy 
peace,) for they ſhall be caled (and ſhall be) the chil- 
dren of God: (bearing a true reſemblance with their 
heavenly father, the Prince of peace.) Bleſed are 
they that ſufer perſecution for juſtice ſake, (afflicted 
by the world, the fleſh, and the devil, becauſe they 
will not forſake the ways of virtue and truth ; or con- 
form themſelves to the broad road that leads to per- 
dition: ſuch ſaferings as theſe entitle Chriſtians to 
eternal joys.) for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 
(See here, my ſoul, in theſe eight beatitudes the true 
paths of ſolid chriſtian virtue, which alone can bring 
| thee to be happy, either here or hereafter.) v. 13. 
Du are the ſalt of the earth, (ſays our Lord to his 
- diſciples, and in them to all his minifters,) but if the 
alt Iofe it, favour, (with which it ſhould ſeaſon all 
things,) wherewith ſhall itſelf be ſeaſoned? It is no 
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more good for any thing, but to be caſt out, and trod - 
en under the feet of men.“ (Acordingly, we ſee 
that wicked prieſts become the outcaſt and the con- 
tempt of the people.) © You are by your ofice, and 
ought to be by your preaching, and by your lives the 
light of the world, /ike a city ſeated on a mountain, 
or a candle ſet upon a candleſtick, that it may ſhine 
to all that are in the houſe. So let your light then 
| ſhine before men, that they may ſee your good works 
and glorify your father who is in heaven. v. 20. Ex- 
cept your juſtice abound more than that of the Scribes 
and of the Phariſees (by being more ſalid and mere in- 
| ternal.) You ſhall not enter into the kingdom of hea- 
ven. v. 22. I ſay to you that whoſoever is angry 
with his brother ſhall be in danger of the judgment 
(of Ged.) v. 23. If then thou art ofering thy gift at 
(God's) altar, and there remembereſt that thy bro- 
ther hath any thing againſt thee: leave there thy of- 
ering before the and go firſt to be reconciled 
to thy brother, and then come and ofer thy gift. 
Be at agreement with thy adverſary betimes, whilſt 
thou art in the way with him (in this journey zue are 
all making towards our great judge,) leſt {otberawi/e 
this thy diſagreement with) thy adverſary deliver thee 
up into the hands of the judge, -- and thou be caſt in- 
to 4 dreadful priſon. Amen (in truth) I ſay to thee 
thou ſhalt not go forth from thence till thou repay 
the laſt farthing. (And with regard to adultery, and 
the luſt of the fleſb.) v. 28. I ſay unto you, that who» 

ver ſhall look on a woman to luſt after ker, hath 
already commited adaltery with her in his heart.” 
And with regard to removing the ocaſions of the fins 
of this kind, how dear or neceſary ſoever they may 
ſeem to us, our Lord adds, that if our rigbt eye, or 
right hand, give fcandal or ocaſion of fin to us, we 
muſt part with them, rather than loſe our fouls. He 
adds, v. 34. I ſay to you not to ſwear at all (viz. in 
your common diſcourſe, or otherwiſe than in truth, in 
Judgment 
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judgment, and in juſtice.) But let your ſpeech be yea 
ea; no, no; and that which is over and above theſe 
is of evil. And v. 39. I ſay to you not to reſiſt evil 
(by the way of returning it by revenge.) But v. 42. 
Give to him that aſketh of thee (in the way of chari- 
ty) and from him that would borow of thee turn not 
away. And v. 44. I ſay to you, love your enemies, 
do good to them that hate you, and pray for them 
that perſecute and calumniate you : That you may be 
(true and worthy) children of your Father who is in 
heaven, who maketh his ſun to riſe upon the good 
and the bad. -- For if you love them that love you, 
what reward ſhall you have; do not even the publi- 
cans this? - Be you therefore perfect, as alſo your 
heavenly father is perfect.? Lord let the practice of 
our lives be ever conformable to all theſe thy heaven- 
ly leſons. ; 
Cap. vi. v. 1, &c. * Take heed that you do not 
your | juſtice your good works ' hefore men, to be ſeen 
by them: otherwiſe you ſhall not have a reward of 
your Father who is in heaven. Therefore when thou 
doſt an alms-deed, let not thy left hand know what 
thy right hand doth + that thy alms may be in ſecret, 
and thy Father who ſeeth what is done in ſecret will 
repay thee openly :” See in the following verfes the 
like preſcriptions with regard to prayer, and faſting: 
And here comes in that admirable prayer, v. g, 10. 
in which our Lord in ſeven ſhort petitions has included 
all things, that we ſhould pray for. Viz. I. The 
greater glory of God's name. 2. The propagation of 
his kingdom through all nations, and all hearts. 3. 
The perfect acompliſnment of his will in all, and 
by all. 4. The gift of all that is neceſary for us; 
eſpecialy of the bread of life for our ſouls. 5. The 
forgiveneſs of all our ſins. 6. The preſerving us from 
faling any more into ſin. 7. The delivering us from 
the power of the evil one, and from all harm. © He 
addy. v. 14, 15, &c. If you will forgive men their 
offence 
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offences, your heavenly Father will forgive you alſo 
your offences. But if you will not forgive men, nei- 
tber will your Father forgive you your offences. 
Lay not up to yourſelves treaſures on earth, where 
the ruſt and the moth conſume; and where thieves 
break through. and ſteal. But lay up to yourſelves 
treaſures in heaven, where neither the ruſt nor the 
moth doth conſume ; and where thieves do not break 
through, nor ſteal; for where thy treaſure is, there 
is thy heart alſo.” (Chriſtians, our true treaſure is 
our God, our ſovereign good. O let our hearts then be 
always with him.) © v. 22. If thy eye be ſingle, thy 
whole body ſhall be lightſome: but if thy eye be evil 
thy whole body ſhall — O beware then, 

my ſoul, of leting the eye of thy intention be corrupt- 
ed by any ſiniſter view, in thy good actions. v. 24, 
| &c. No man can ſerve two maſlers, who have oppo- 
ſit claims and pretenſions. you cannot ſerve both 
God and Mammon by coveting and loving the riches 
of this world. Therefore I ſay to you be not ſelicitous, 
anxiouſly careful even for the neceſſaries of life: for 
he that has given you your life and being; and who 
bountifuly provides even for the meaneſt of his crea- 
tures, will not forget you: and what will all your ſo- 
licitude avail, without his bleſſing. * v. 33. Seek ye 
therefore firſt the kingdom of God even his reign in 
your ſoul and his juſtice : and all theſe things ſhall be 
aded unto you. Be not therefore ſolicitous for to 
morrow: for the morrow will be folicitous for itſelf. 
| Sufficient for the day is the evil thereof.” Each day 

brings its cares and croſes: there is no need of anti- 
cipating them: God will help you through them, 
when they come. Do but caſt your care upon him, 
and put your whole truſt in him. 

Chap. vii. v. 1, &c. © Judge not, that you may not 
be judged: for with what judgment you judge, you 
ſhall be judged, and with what meaſure you mete, it 
| ſhall be meaſured to you again. And why ſeeſt thou 


the 
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the mote, that is in thy brother's eye, and ſeeſt not 
the beam, that is in thy own eye, &c.“ (O deliver 
us Lord, from this unhappy ſelf- love, fo clear-ſight- 
ed, in diſcerning the faults of others, and fo blind 
with regard to our own; and do thou rectify all our 


judgments by charity and humility. v. 6. Give not 


that which is boly to dogs, by expoſing facred things 
to be profaned by the ungodly; or the divine truths 
to ſcofers and blaſphemers. v. 7. &c. Aſk fer- 
vently and it ſhall be given you ſeek diligently and 
you ſhall find: knock earne/tly and it ſhall be open- 
ed -to you. -- For if you being evil, know how to 
give good gifts to your children, how much more 


will your Father whois in heaven give good things to 


them that aſk him.“ O grant us, Lord, this lively 
faith, and confidence in thy power, goodneſs, and 
truth; and teach us to be quite in earneſt in our pray- 
ers; and nothing ſhall be wanting to our ſouls. * v. 
12, All things whatſoever you would that men ſhould 
do to you; do you alſo to them, for this is the law, 
and the prophets.” Yea, this is the eternal law writ- 
en from the begining in the heart of man. * v. 13, 


14. Enter ye in at the narrow gate, for wide is the 


gate, and broad is the way that leads to deſtruction, 
and many there be who go in thereat. O how nar- 
row is the gate, and ſtrait is the way that leads to life 
and few there be that find it!“ Keep off then, my 
_ "foul, from the broad road of the children of this Babel 
of the world, and all their ways of gratifying their 
pride, covetouſneſs, paſſion or luſt; and enter into 
the narrow way of humility, charity, patience and 
ſelf-denial; and thou ſhalt find reſt, and life eternal. 
v. 15, &c, Beware of falſe prophets, who come 
to you in ſheeps clothing: but inwardly they are ra- 
vening wolves; Bytheir fruits you ſha!l know them 
-- A good tree cannot bring forth evil fruit : neither 
can an evil tree bring forth good fruit. Every tree 
that bringeth not forth good fruit, ſhall be cut * 
an 
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our Lord to bis diſciples, after giving them bis commi 
fron and power, as ſheep in the midſt of wol ves: Be 
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and ſhall be caſt into the fire, Wo to them then that 
pretend to faith, and bring not forth the good fruit of 


orks anſwerable to faith. * For v. 21. not ever 


one that ſaith to me Lord, Lord, ſhall enter into the 
kingdom of heaven: but he that doth the will of my 
Father, who is in heaven, he ſhall enter into the 
kingdom of heaven.“ So that faith, though it were 
ſtrong enough to work miracles, or even to move 
mountains, will bring no man to heaven, without a 
good life, which conſiſts in doing the will of God, and 
keeping his commandments. Hence our Lord, in 
that day, when he ſhall come to judge every man 
according to his works, ſhall ſend away, many believ- 
ers.and workers of miracles, whoſe lives and aCtions 
have been evil; profeſſing unto them I never knew 
you : depart from me ye that work iniquity. v. 22 


Chap. x. v. I6, &c. © Behold I ſend you faid 


ye therefore wiſe as ſerpents, and harmleſs as doves. 
But beware of men, for they will deliver you up, -- 


and you ſhall be hated by all men for my name's fake. 


But he that ſhall perſevere unto the end, he ſhall be 


ſaved. The diſciple is not above his maſter, nor the 
ſervant above his lord, &c. 'Theretore fear them 


not: for nothing is covered that ſhall not be revealed 
nor hiden, that ſhall not be known. That which I 


tell you in the dark, ſpeak ye in the light. -- And fear 
ye_not them that kill the body, and are not able to 
kill the foul: but rather fear him, that can deſtroy 
both ſoul and body into hell. Are not two ſparrows 
ſold for a farthing? and not one of them ſhall fall on 
the ground without your Father. Yea and the very 
hairs of your head are all numbered. Fear not there- 
fore: better are you than many ſparrows. Every 
one that ſhall confeſs me before men; I will allo 
confeſs him, before my father, who is in heaven : 


But 
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But he that ſhall deny me before men, I will alſo de- 
ny him, before my Father who is in heaven -- A 
man's enemies ſhall be they of his own houſhold, 


He that loveth father or mother more than me, is 


not worthy of me, and he that loveth ſon or daugh- 
ter more than me, 1s not worthy of me, and he that 
taketh not up his croſs, and followeth after me, is 
not worthy of me. He that receiveth you, receiveth 
me; and he that receiveth me, receiveth him that 
ſent me. He that receiveth a prophet in the name of 
a prophet, ſhall receive the reward of a prophet, -- 
and whoſoever ſhall give to drink to one of theſe little 
ones, a cup of cold water only, in the name of a dif. 
ciple, Amen, I ſay to you, he ſhall not loſe his re- 
ward.“ O let us all attend to theſe heavenly inſtruc- 
tions, lay them up in our hearts, and conform to 
them in practice, and we ſhall be diſciples indeed, of 


this heavenly maſter, and ſhall not need to fear any 


thing that the earth, or hell can do againſt us. 
Chap. xi. v. 12, &c. The kingdom of beaven ſuf- 
feretb violence; and the violent bear it away. See then 
my ſoul, thou uſe violence, if thou wouldſt ſecure 
heaven to thyſelf : O be quite in earneſt in fighting 
for it! I give thanks to thee, O Father, Lord of 
Heaven and earth ; becauſe thou haſt hid theſe things 
(the great chriſtian trutbs) from the wiſe and the 
knowing, and haſt revealed them to little ones: Yea 
Father, for ſo it hath ſeemed good in thy ſight, (O 
Bleſed be his name !) - All things are delivered to me 
by my Father. Come to me all you that labor, and 
.are heavy laden, and I will refreſh you. Take up 
my yoke upon you, and learn of me, becauſe I am 
meek and humble of heart : and you ſhall find reſt to 
our ſouls. For my yoke is ſweet, and my burden 
is light.” O ſweet invitation! O give us grace, dear 
Lord, duly to correſpond with it. | 
| Chap. xii. v. 34, &c. © Out of the abundance of 


the heart, the mouth ſpeaketh. A good man out of 
TT : 
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a good treaſure bringeth forth good things, &c. But, 
I ſay uno you that every idle word that men ſhall 
ſpeak, they ſhall render an account for it, in the day 
ot judgment. For by thy words thou ſhalt be juſtifi- . 
ed; and by thy words thou ſhalt be condemned.“ 
(Lord, do thou ſet a guard upon my mouth, that I. 
may never offend in words: and purify thou my heart 
by the fire of thy charity: for from the heart, as 
from the ſource, both good and evil proceed.) v. 
43. &c. When an unclean ſpirit is gone out of man 
&c. he findeth no reſt. Then he faith, Iwill return 
into my houſe, from. whence I came out: And'co-- 
ming he findeth it empty. Then he goeth and tak- 
eth with him feven other ſpirits worſe than himſelf, 
and they enter in and dwell there, and the laſt ſtate- 
of that man is made worſe than the firſt” O the 
dreadful'ca'e of relapſing ſiners! Sweet Jeſus preſerve. 
us from. ever being lo miſerable! See Chap. xut. the. 
edifying parables of the ſower, &c- 

Chap. xvi. u. 16, &c. Simon Peter, anſwered 
and ſaid: *1'tiou art the Chriſt the Son of the living 
God. And Jeſus anſwering ſaid to him: Bleſſed art 
thou Simon Barjona -- And I ſay to thee that thou art 
Peter (Cephas fone or rock, and upon this rock I 
will build my church : and the gates of hell ſhall not 

prevail againſt it. And to thee will I give the keys 
of the kingdom of heaven. And whatſoever. thou: 
ſhalt bind upon earth, ſhall be bound alſo in heaven: 
and whatſoever thou ſhalt looſe upon earth ſhall be 
looſed alſo in heaven.” (O bleſs thy Lord, my ſoul, 
tor having thus eſtabliſhed his Chureh, and ſecured it 
againſt the powwers of bell: Bleis him for having made 
thee a member: of this church, and given for thy be- 
nefit, this. ample power and commiſſion to the chief 
paſtors of it. But obſerve alſo what he expects of 
thee, and of all that would be worthy members of 

his church.) v. 24, &c. If any man will come af= ., 

| ter me, let him deny himſelf, and take up his croſs, - 
| X 2 and 
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and follow me. For he that will fave his life, ſhall 
loſe it: and he that ſhall loſe his life for my ſake ſhall 
find it. For what doth it profit a man, if he gain the 
whole world, and loſe his own ſoul? Or what ſhall 
a man give in exchange for his ſoul? For the ſon of 
man ſhall come in the glory of his Father, with his 
Angels: and then will he render to every man accord- 
ing to his works.” O my ſoul, let us ever remember 
theſe great truths. 


Chap. xviii. v. 3, &c. © Unleſs you be converted, 


and become as little children, you ſhall not enter in- 
to the kingdom of heaven. Whoſoever therefore 
ſhall humble himſelf like this little child, he is the 
greater in the kingdom of heaven. (Lord teach us this 
bleſed humility.) He that ſhall receive one ſuch little 
child in my name, receiveth me.” (O happy they 
that thus receive Chriſt, or contribute to the bringing 
up any of theſe. little ones for Chriſt.) But wo to him 
tba ſhall give ſcandal to one of theſe little ones, (or 
ſhall cauſe any one of them to fall from the grace of 
Chriſt.) And ws to the world by reaſon of the ſcandals 
(that are ſo common in it, to the damnation of innu- 
merable fouls.) And wo to that man, (whoſcever 
be be,) by whom ſcandal cometh. v. 10. Take heed 
that ye deſpiſe not one of theſe little ones: for I ſay 
to you that their Angels in heaven always ſee the 
face of my father who is in heaven.“ (O the goodneſs 
- of our Godin appointing his heavenly courtiers to be 
our guardians!) v. 11. The Son of manis come to 
fave that which was loſt. O bleſed be this good 
ſhepherd, who has come down from heaven to ſeek 


the ſheep that was gone aſtray, and having found it, 
rejoiceth over it, and inviteth all heaven and earth to 


rejoice with him! © v, 15, &c. If thy brother ſhall 


_ offend againſt thee, go and rebuke him (in order to 


reclaim bim from bis fin by fraternal correction) be- 
tween thee and him alone: It he ſhall hear thee, thou 
ſhalt gain thy brother (thou Halt win bim to God þ mu 
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ſave Bis ſoul.) But if he will not hear the, take with 
thee one or two more. And if he will nbt hear them 
tell the church: and if he will not hear the church, 
let him be to thee as the heathen and the publican.” 5 
(O deliver us Lord, from being ever ſo proud and 
preſumptuous; or | ſo obſtinate in evil as to refuſe to 
hear and obey thy church.) For if v. 20. where 4109 - 
or three are aſſembled in thy name (by thy authority, 


and in the unity of thy church) thou art always in ibe 


midſt of tbem; how much more in the general aſſem- 
blies of the church! See alſo in the latter part of 
this chapter, in what manner we are to be treated 
by our! great king, if we don't every one of us for- 
give our neighbours their offences, from our hearts. _ 

. Chap: x1x, v. 17, & c. © If thou wilt enter into 


: life, keep the commandments. If thou wilt be per- 


fea; go ſell all that thou haſt, and give to the poor, 
and — have treaſure in heaven, and come fol- 
low' me. Every one thut hath left houſe- or lands 
for my name's: Jake; ſhall receive an hundred fold i 
(even here ) and ſhall poſeſd life everlaſting; O the 
happy bargain indeed to give ſo little and 10 receive ſo 
much] But how unhappy: are thoſe wordly rich, who 
by ſetting their affe ction upon their temporal 'poſeſ=- 1 
ſions, are ſo incumbred: with them atinot ta be able 
to enter in ated the narrow gate that leads to ene | 
le ti) only A N ad IP 2B pv 

* Chap, 3 xxüi. v. 2, &c, Learn the-neceſlity of Aer 
correſponding with the divine calls, from the parable. 
of · the marriage feaſt to which we are all invited: and 
which is concluded with that terrible ſentence, pro- 
nounced againſt the abuſers of God's graces and calls: 
Many are called, but few are choſen. v. 21. 
Render to Cæſar, the things that are Cæſar's: and to 


God the things that are God's. (Admire the excel- 


ence of the Chriſtian religion, in maintaining every 
man in his juſt rights; and tendering to all men their 
ues: But then its mics mm is that. it. tends. - 


to 
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to unite us all, in ſuch manner, with one another, 
by juſtice and charity, as to bring us all to an eternal 
union with our God. Hence our Lord adds. v. 3), 
&c. Thou ſhalt love the Lord thy God, with thy 
whole heart, with thy whole foul, and with thy w 
mind ; this is the greateſt and the firſt commandment : 
And the ſecond is like to this. Thon ſhalt love thy 


neighbour as thyſelf. - On theſe two commandments 


dependeth the whole law, and the prophets !* Enable 
us Lord by thy grace to keep thoſe two great com- 
mandments; that ſo we may fulfil thy whole heaven- 
ly law. 1 * THEE r/4 1 f - 1 , 

+ Cbap. xxii. v. 12, &c. © Whoſoever ſhall exalt 
himſelf ſhall be humbled ; and he that ſhall humble 
himſelf ſhall be exalted.*. (O how often is this virtue 


of humility inculcated by our great Maſter ? Learn O 


my ſoul, the neceſity of the practice of it, if thou ex- 


peReſt to be happy for ever) v. 37. O Jeruſalem, 
Jerufalem--how often would I have gathered together 


thy children, as the hen gathereth her chickens under 
her wings, and thou wouldeſt not? O how patheti- 
cally is here expreſed the loving kindneſs of our Re- 


deemer, with which he ſeeks after poor ſiners; ang 


their unhapy obſtinacy in reſiſting his repeated gra- 


ces | O my foul take heed that this may never be thy 


caſe. 


talen their lamps (to meet the bridegroom) did noi 
tale oil awith them. - O keep us Lord, from being of 
the number of thoſe fooliſh ones, who whilſt they 
-profefs to go forth to meet thee with the lamp of 


"Chriſtian faith; | take no care to furniſh themſelves 
with the oil of good works and Chriſtian charity. But 


let us ſee where this is like to end. The bridegroom 


comes, when leaſt expected; and when their lamps 


are extinguiſhed :' And the wiſe virgins being admited 


into his nuptial feaſt, the deor is eternally ſbut againſt 


the reſt; v. 10. and the great bridegroom ſends them 


away, 


Chap. 21. v. ; &c. The five fool virgins having | 


K. Matthew. of the BisLy. 235 


away, with I know you not. O Chriſtians watch ye 
therefore, | becauſe ye know not the day nor the bour. v. 
13. In the mean time, take good care to lay out to 
the beſt advantage the talents with which your Lord 
has entruſted you; (v. 15, &c.) and of which he 
will one day demand a ſtrict account: rewarding his 
good and faithful ſervants with eternal joys, and con- 
demning him that hath buried his talent in the earth, 
to be caff out into the exterior darkneſs. v. 30. Where 
tbere ſhall be weeping and gnaſhing of teeth. Mark 
alſo in the - concluſion of this chapter the proceſs of 
the laſt judgment: when all nations being aſembled 
before the Son of man; and the ſheep ſet on his right 
hand, and the goats on his left; © tbe great King 
ſhall ſay to them that ſhall be on his right hand. v. 
34, &c. Come ye bleſed of my Father · take poſeſſi- 
on of the kingdom prepared for you from the founda- 
tion of the world. For I was hungry, and you gave 
me t6 eat. Amen I ſay to you, as long as you did it 
to one of theſe my leaſt brethren, you did it to me.“ 
(O infinite goodneſs of our Lord! O bleſed charity! 
How amply ſhall thou be rewarded, for eternal years.) 
But hear what this great King ſhall ſay to them that 
ſhall be on his left hand: v. 41, &c. Depart from 
me you curſed into everlaſting fire (O dreadful eternity) 
which was prepared (not for you) but for the devil and- 
his angels (whoſe ſervice you have prefered, for the 
ſake of wordly vanities and carnal pleaſures, before 
the love and ſervice of your God; and therefore ſhall 
now ſhare with them in never ending torments.)- For 
1 was bungry and you gave me not to eat, &c. See. 
Chriſtians how vain it is to flater ourſelves with ex- 
tion of ſalvation, through faith alone: whereas 
it is evident here, that our eternal lot is to be decided 
by our works. | « 
Chap. xxvi. v. 26, &c. © Whilſt they were at 
ſapper, Jeſus took bread, and bleſed, and broke: and 
gave to his diſciples, and. ſaid: Take ye and eat: 
” 1 This 


* 
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This is my body, And taking the chalice, he gave 
thanks, and gave to them, ſaying. -- This is my blood 
of the New Teſtament (the new covenant of truth and 
lifeeternal) which fhall be ſhed for many unto the 
remiſion of ſins.” O my ſoul embrace thy Lord giv--. 


ing himſelf to thee in theſe ſacred myſteries. O ſee 


how he gives himſelf. to thee without reſerve :. Give 
thyſelf. up then wholy to him. Embrace his new 
covenant of life and love: and fufer not any proud or: 
diſtruſtful thought to ariſe in thee againſt his word and 
truth. What can he think too much to do for thee - 
who has given his life for thee? Say not then with 
the unbelieving Jews ; how can this man give. us his. 
fleſh to eat? Remember his power and his goodneſs. 
are equally infinite. Say not with their fore-fathers 
(Pſalm 77.) Can Ged furniſb us with ſuch a table as 
this in tbe wilderneſs of this world: Although be ftruck : 


tbe Rock (Chriſt his Son in his paſion and death) and 


the water, (of his ſacred blood) guſbed out, and the- 


Areams overflowed': can be alſo give bread (the bread: 
- of life, for our food is an admirable-facrament) and 
provide ſuch a- table as this for bis people? Ves my 
ſoul, he that has done the one, is certainly both able, 
and wiling to do the other, by his infinite charity. 
v. 41. Watch ye and pray, that you may not 
enter into temptation: the ſpirit indeed is willing, but 
the fleſh is weak. O let us obſerve. theſe laſt pre- 
ſcriptions of our ſuffering Saviour, as our beſt ſecu- 
rity againſt the time of temptation. (See in this and 
the following chapter, the hiſtory of the paſion of 
Cbap. xxviii. v. 18, &c. * And Jeſus coming ( 
bis diſciples after bis Reſurrection) tpoke to them ſay- 
ing: All power is given to me, in heaven and on 
earth. Go ye therefore and teach all nations; bap- 
tizing them in the name of the Father, and of the 
Son, and of the Holy Ghoſt: teaching them to ob- 


ſerve all things, whatſoever I have commanded you: | 
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And behold I am with you all days, even to the con- 
ſummation of the world.“ See here, Chriſtians the 
power, commiſſion and authority, which our Lord at 
his aſcenſion, was pleaſed to impart to his diſciples, 
and to their ſucceſſors, the paſtors of his holy, catholic 


and apoſtolie church. He had received all power in 


beaven and earth from his Father; and in virtue of 
this power, he ſends them, even as bis Father ſent bim 


(St. Fobn xx, v. 21.) with a moſt ample comiſſion, 


to execute all the branches of the paſtoral office, in 
teaching, adminiſtring the ſacraments, bleſing in his 
name, abſolving penitents, offering his ſacrifice, &c. 
as his vicegerents: a commiſſion, which as we here ſee 
is extended to all nations, to all days, and to all 
truths. And in the execution of it he promiſes them, 
his powerful preſence, and his effectual aſſiſtance, till 
time itſelf ſhall end. O bleſs then his infinite good- 
neſs: for from this ſource all our ſpiritual good is de- 
rived; through the chanel of a perpetual ſucceſſion of 
theſe his commiſſioners in the communion of his true 


church. 


— 


St. MARK. 


CE AP. iii. v. 34, 35, &c. © Behold my mother 
and my brethren, For whoſoever ſhall do the 
will of God the ſame is my brother, and my 
ſiſter, and my mother.“ O Chriſtians, let us all aſ- 
pire after being thus nearly and happily related to the 
Son of God: by ever doing and loving the holy will of 
his heavenly Father. | | 
| Chap. viii. v. 38, 39, &c. © Whoſoever ſhall be 
aſhamed of me, and of my words {the maxims and 
truths of the Chriſtian religion) in this adulterous and 
finful generation (of the children of this wicked world) 
the ſon of man allo will be aſhamed of him, vu = 
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ſhall come in the glory of his Father, with the holy 
Angels.“ Ah Chriſtians how miſerable muſt we be 
if the Son of God be aſhamed of us at the laſt day! O 
let us never then be aſhamed of him, or of his doc- 
trine: or of ſerving and obeying him. 

Chop. ix. v. 6, &c. * A voice came out of the 
cloud { at the time of our Lord's transfigurotion) ſaying: 
this is my moſt beloved Son: hear ye him.“ Yes 
Chriſtians, this is our profeſion: this is our duty; 
this is our perfection: this is our hapineſs, to hear, 
and to obey the Son of God. Olet us hear what he 
teaches us in the concluſion of this chapter. v. 34. 
If any man, ſays he, deſire to be firſt, he ſhall be the 
laſt of all, and the miniſter of all. v. 41, &c. And 
Whoſoever ſhall ſcandalize one of theſe little ones that 
believe in me; it were better for him that a mill- ſtone 
ſhould be hanged about his next: and he were caſt 
into the ſea, And if thy hand ſcandalize thee, (cauſe 
thee to offend) cut it off: it is beter for thee to enter 
into life maimed, than having two hands to go into. 
hell, into unquenchable fire: where their worm dieth 
not, and their fire is not extinguiſhed. (O dreadful 
eternity!) Andif thine eye (the perſon or thing which- 
is as dear or neceſſary to thee as thy veryeye) ſcanda+ 
lize thee (by being to thee the imediate occaſion of mor- 
tal fin) pluck it out: It is better foy thee with one: 
eye to enter into the kingdom of God; than having 

two eyes to be caſt into the hell of fire; where their 
worm dieth not, and the fire is not extinguiſhed.” 
Far every one there ſhall be ſalted with fire, (as the 
eternal vidlim of God's avenging juſtice; as by the 
ordinance of the law every vifim was ſalted with ſalt.) 
O preſerve us Lord from this extremity of endleſs. 
miſery : keeping us, from either giving ſcandal to wy | 
one, or receiving ſcandal from any one, to the loſs. 
of our own ſouls. Grant that for our preſervative 
from ſo great an evil, we may have always with us. 
the /alt of true wiſdom, and Chriſtian prudence ; and: | 
thy true peace amongſt us. v. 49. Cbap. 
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Chap. x. v. 14, 15, &c. Suffer little children 
to come to me, and forbid them not: for of ſuch is 
the kingdom of God. Amen, I ſay to you, whoſo- 
ever ſhall not receive the kingdom of God (with in- 
ocence, ſimplicity and bumility,) as a little child, ſhall 
not enter into it.“ O Chriſtians let us all ſtrive to be 
of the number of theſe little children. O tis thy 
grace, O Lord, alone can make us ſuch. | 
Chap. xi. v. 22, 23, &c, © Have the faith of 
God (that is, a flrong and perfedt faith.) Amen, I 
ſay to you: that whoſoever ſhall ſay to this moun- 
tain : Be thou removed, and caſt into the fea: and 
ſhall not ſtagger in his heart, but believe, that what- 
joever he ſaith ſhall be done; it ſhall be done unto 
him. Therefore I ſay unto you, all things whatſoe- 
ver you aſk when ”= Yay ; believe that you ſhall re- 
ceive, and they ſhall come unto you.” (O where is 
this Faith of Cod, by which the Ancients wrought ſo 
many wonders, in their lives, and by their prayers, 
to be found now in this unbelieving degenerate age? 
The Truth of the Lord remains for ever : But we alas 
have not that ſtrong and perfect Faith as the Saints 
had: and are too often wanting in charity for one an- 
other. For mark what follows. v. 25. When you 
ſhall ſtand to pray: forgive, if you have ought againſt 
any man; that your Father alſo who is in heaven 
may forgive you your fins. But if you will not for- 
give, neither will your Father that 1s in heaven for- 
give you your ſins.” See my ſoul thou never forget 
this great duty of mercy and charity. 
Chap. xii. v. 29, 30, &c. * The firſt command- 
ment of all, ſaid our Lord, is, Hear O Iſrael: The 
Lord thy God is one God. And thou ſhalt love the 
Lord thy God with thy whole heart, and with thy 
whole ſoul, and with thy whole mind, and with thy 
whole ſtrength. This is the firſt commandment. And 
the ſecond is like to it. Thou ſhalt love thy neigh- | 
bour as thyſelf. (O do this my foul and thou ow: 


ive.) 
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live.) v. 41, &c. Jeſus beheld how the people caſt 


in money into the treaſury, and many that were rich 
caſt in much: and there came a certain poor widow, 
and ſhe caſt in two mites, which make a farthing: 
and caling his diſciples together he ſaith to them: 
Amen, I ſay to you this poor widow hath caſt in more 
than all they - for all they did caſt in of their abund- 
ance : but ſhe of her want caſt in all ſhe had even her 
whole living* She gave her all, and with a good 
heart: and this was accepted of: we are poor, my 
ſoul, in all good; yea poorer than we can poſibly ap- 
prehend, by reaſon of our ſins. God expects that we 
ſhould offer ſome thing in his temple: we have nothing 
to offer him of our ſtock, but this poor. heart of ours, 
which is ſcarce worth a mite: O let us caſt this at 
leaſt into his treaſury, by the hands of Jeſus Chriſt, 
and in union with his oblation ; and it will be accept- 
ed of. But let us leave it there, and never take it 
out any more. 

Chap. xiii. v. 33, &c. © Take ye heed, watch 
and pray. For ye know not when the time is 
watch you therefore for ye know not (the day nor th: 

| hour) when the Lord of the houſe cometh -- leſt 
coming on a ſudden he find you ſleeping (in death.) 
And what I tay to you, I ſay to all: watch. Bleſed 
be his infinite goodneſs, who deſiring to find us at 
his coming, in a proper condition to go along with 
him into his heavenly kingdom, fo frequently incul- 
cates the neceſſity ol our always watching, leſt we 
be ſurprized, and loſe our ſouls eternaly: O let us 
never forge: this precept. See the hiſtory of the 


| Paſſion of our Lord, CHAP. xiv. and xv. 
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C P. i. v. 46, &c. See the Magnificat or 


Canticle of the Bleſed Virgin, full of admirable 
ſentiments of gratitude, praiſe, and love, joined 
with a moſt profound humility : and v. 68, &c. the 


Benedictus or Canticle of Zachary, upon ocaſion of 


the birth of St. Fobn Baptiſt, bleſing God for the viſit- 
ing his people, by ſending us a Redeemer : to deliver 
us from the band of our enemies, ſatan and fin, and to 
enable us by his grace 1 ſerve bim, in holineſs, and 
to walk in juſtice before him all the days of our lives. 
Chap. ii. v. 10, &c. Behold I bring you good 
tidings of great joy, ſaid the Angel to the ſhepberds.” 
for this day a Saviour is born to you.“ (Happy tidings 
for us all! O embrace, my ſoul thy new born Savi- 
our, thy great deliverer.) And this ſhall be a ſign 
to you, you ſhall find the infant wraped in ſwadling 
clothes, and laid in a manger.” (Wonderful ſign of 
poverty and humility, by which we are to find the 
Lord of Glory !) Oh there was no room for him in 
the inn. v. 7. (Chriſtians make room for him in your 
hearts: Purity, humility and charity, will invite him 
thither.) v. 14. Glory to God in the higheſt : and 
on earth peace to men of good will.” O how is here 
verified in this myſtery that of the Pſalmiſt (Pſalm 84.) 
© Mercy and truth have met each other, juſtice and 
peace have kiſſed: Truth is ſprung out of the earth: 
and juſtice hath looked down from heaven.“ (How 
truly hath the glory of God, and our peace been 
wrought by this God-man born into this world for 
us!) v. 29. Now thou doſt diſmiſs thy ſervant, O 
Lord, according to thy word in peace: becauſe mine 
eyes have ſeen thy ſalvation, &c.“ (See the happy 
diſpoſitions of a ſoul, which having found Chriſt, ſeeks 
nothing elſe in this world: O my foul, that we 3 
8 
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thus diſengaged from all earthly affections !) v. 49. 
Did you not know that I muſt be about my Father's huſi- 
neſs ? (ſaid our Lord to his parents when they found 
him in the temple. We are all ſent hither about the 
buſineſs of our great Father: and properly ſpeaking 
we have nothing elſe to do do in this world. But ah! 
how ſeldom are we thus happily employed? Alas is not 
this buſineſs, for which we came hither yet to be 
begun?) © v. 51. And he went down with them --- 
and was ſubject to them.“ O aſtoniſhing example of 
obedience and humility! O the perfedtion, with 
which our great maſter exerciſed himſelf, in the litle 
daily actions of his private life, and in working with his 
reputed father! Let us learn to imitate him. Let us 
with Mary keep all oy words in our heart ; by mak- 
ing them the ſubject of our meditation: But let us 
alſo ſtrive to advance with Jeſus; at in age ſo alſo in 
wiſdom and grace, before God and man. v. 52. We 
mult never ſtand ſtil} in this eur mortal race. 
Chap. vi. v. 22. Bleſed are ye poor: for yours it 
_ the kingdom of God: if being poor in effect, you are 
poor alſo in affection. v. 24. But wo to you that are 
rich (whoſe heart is ſet upon your wordly poſſeſions; 
and who ſeek your happineſs in them) becauſe you bave 
your conſolation in this world. v. 25, &c. Wo to you 
that are filed (indulging your appetite in ſenſual plea- 


 - ſures) for you ſhall bunger (eternaly oppreſed with miſe- 


rable want.) Wo to you that now laugh, for 5 
ſhall mourn and weep. Wo to you when men ſhall 
' bleſs you (praiſe andextol you) for fo did their fathers 
to the falſe prophets,” (who flattered their pride, and 
gratified them by indulging them in their evil ways.) 
v. 27. Love your enemies: do good to them that 
hate you, &c. v. 36, 37, &c. Be you mercitul-- 
as your Father alſo 15 merciful. Judge not and you 
ſhall not be judged. -- Forgive and you ſhall be forgiv- 
en. Give, and it ſhall be given to you: good mea- 
ſure; and preſed down, and ſhaken together, and run- 
1 ing 
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ing over; ſhall they give into your boſom.” Olet- 
all theſe leſſons be laid up in our hearts. 


Chap. vii. v. 47, &c. Many ſins are forgiven ber 
(the penitent ſiner) becauſe ſhe hath loved much. O give 
us, Lord, this penitential ſpirit, influenced with a. 
ſtrong love; and all ſhall be made clean for us. 

Chap. ix. v. 55, &c. You know not of what ſpirit: 


you are, ſaid our Lord to the ſons of Zebedee, who 


propoſedthe caling down fire upon the Samaritans, he 
Son of man came not to deſtroy ſouls, but to fave. (The 
ſpirit of the true diſciples of Chiiſt, like that of their 

maſter, muſt be ever meek, humble and charitable!) 

v. 58. The foxes have holes, and the birds of the 

air neſts; but the ſon. of man hath not where to lay 

his head.” (*Tis not then here, but hereafter, that 

we are to ſeek for an eſtabliſhment by following Chriſt, . 
If we are poar here, we are more like our heavenly 

maſter.) v. 60. Let the dead (worldlings dead fo 
tbe concerns of eternity) bury their dead : but go thou 
and preach the kingdom of God (unte life eternal.) 
For v. 62. No man puting his hand to the plough, 
and looking back (to the world) is fit for the Kingdom 
of God.“ O remember this all you that are caled to 
religion, or to the miniſtry of the church. 

Chap. x. v. 2. The harveſt indeed is great, ſaid: 
our Lord to bis diſciples, but the laborers are ſew: 
Pray ye therefore the Lord of the harveſt, that he. 
ſend laborers into his harveſt.” (Yes Chriſtians, let 
this be your prayer: Good laborers in- God's field 
were never more wanted than now.) * v. 5. 6, Into 
whatſoever houſe you enter, firſt ſay: Peace be to 
this houſe : and if the child of peace be there, your 
peace ſhall reſt upon him: But if not, it ſhall return 
to you.” (But wo to them that: refuſe. to receive the 
Angels of peace, the meſſengers of Chriſt ! And wo a- 
gain to them, who, like Corozain.and Betbſaida, ſtand 
out againſt his preſing calls and graces:) v. 14. Fer 
u ſhall be mare tolerable _ Sodom and. Gomorrha - 
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the day of judgment, than for theſe obſtinate rebels to 
the light and grace of Ged. v. 16. He that bearetb 
you, faith the Lord to his diſciples, heareth me: and 
he that deſpiſeth you deſpiſeth me: and be that deſpi- 
ſeth me, deſpiſeth him that ſent me.” (See here, 
my foul, how enormous is the guilt of obſtinately re- 
fuſing to hear and obey the paſtors of Chriſt's church: 
"Tis nothing leſs than deſpiſing God himſelf.) v. 
18, 19. I ſaw ſatan (the king of pride) like lightning 
faling from heaven, /aid our Lord, Behold I have 
given you power to tread upon ſerpents, &c. But yet 
rejoice not in this, that ſpirits are ſubject to you: but 
rejoice in this, that your names are writen in heaven? 
(enroled there, in the book of life, by charity, obe- 
dience and humility : O this is a ſubje& of joy indeed!) 
v. 23. Bleſed are the eyes which ſee the things that you 
fee, & c. (Yea bleſed if they duly correſpond with theſe 
happy oportunities of learning all that is good from 
the Son of God himſelf: and may not we allo be e- 
qualy bleſed, if in like manner we correſpond with his 
word, and with his grace.) Learn, Chriſtians, from 
the remaining part of the chapter, v. 25, 27, &c. 
what you mult do in order to ſecure to your ſouls eter- 
nal life. O nothing elſe but to love your God with 
your whole beart, &c. and to love your neighbour as © 
yourſelf. Learn alſo from the parable of the chari- 
table Samaritan here recorded, in what manner you 
are to exerciſe this love to your neighbour : and as 
your Lord tells you: Go and do thou in like manner. 
Hear alſo what follows. v. 38. Jeſus entered into d 
certain town, and a certain woman named Martha re- 
ceived him into her bouſe. O how happy in receiving 
and entertaining ſuch a gueſt ! Do thou my ſoul invite 
him into thy interior, and entertain him there, and 
thou ſhalt alſo be happy: imitate here Mary the ſiſter 
of Martha who fiting down at the Lord's feet gave ear 
to bis words. v. 39. And hear what the Lord tells 
Martha, who in the hurry of her buſineſs, * 
el 
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her. ter to belp ber v. 41. * Martha, Martha thou 
art careful, and art troubled about many things. But 
one thing is neceſſary. Mary hath choſen the beſt 
part, which ſhall not be taken away from her.“ O 
my ſoul, ſee thou always chooſe this one neceſſary 
thing : And if thy caling eng2ge thee in the functions 


of Martha, ſanctify them by refering them by purity 


of inten ion to the ſervice of our Lord; and call in 
Mary to thy aſſiſtance by a ſpirit of recollection and 
frequent aſpirations to God. | 

Chap. xi. v. 5, &c. * Which of you ſhall have 
a friend, and ſhall go to him at midnight, and ſhall 
ſay to him: friend, lend me three loaves -- If he ſhall 
continue knocking ; I ſay to you, although he will not 
riſe and give him, becauſe he is his friend: yet becauſe 
of his importunity, he will rife, and give him as ma- 
ny as he needeth.. And J ſay to you, aſk, and it ſhall | 
be given to you, &c.“ (O how much is this pious 
importunity in prayer, recommended to us by our great 
maſter; who has no need of us, nor of our prayers; 
but being defirous of our welfare, through pure love, 


thus earneſtly preſes us to pray; becauſe prayer, by 


his divine appointment, is the channel, through which, 


mercy, grace and ſalvation muſt come to our ſouls.) 


v. 23. He that is not with me, is againſt me, and be 
that gathereth not with me, ſcatteretb. (Let me O 
Lord be always with thee; that I may gather with 
thee, unto eternal life!) v. 28. Bleſed are they who 
bear the word of God, and keep it. (For they that 
bear it, and keep it not, hear it to their greater con- 
demnation) v. 41. Give alms (liberaly, and with a 
pure intention of mercy and charity) and bebold all 
things are clean unto you: For there is nothing will 
contribute more to the purifying the foul from fin, 
than alms-deeds accompanied with charity, hum liix, 
and a penitential ſpirit.) | 

Chap. xit. v. 1, &c. Beware of the leaven of the 


Phariſees, which is hypocriſy, (and diſimulation in 
þ 2 


3 E | 
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what relates to the things of God, and of the ſoul: for 
this leaven will corrupt all you do ; and not only rob 
you of your heavenly reward, but condemn you to 
hell.) v. 15. Take heed, and beware of all cove- 
touſneſs : for a man's life doth not conſiſt in the abund- 
ance of things whichhe poſeſeth.“ (A moderate compe- 
tency, yea, a very litle ſuficeth for life; and for hapineſs 
too, if we will but be content : whereas the greateſt 
abundance will not ſuffice to ſatisfy a covetous ſoul.) 
And even when the worldly rich flatters himſelf ſaying, 
v. 19. my ſoul thou haſt much goods laid up for 
many years; take thy reſt, eat, drink and be merry; 
be is liable to that ſentence here recorded. v. 20. But 
God faid to him: thou fool, this night do they require 
thy ſoul of thee : and whoſe ſhall thoſe things be which 
thou haſt provided? - So is he that ſtoreth up to him- 
ſelf, and is not rich towards God. v. 32, &c. Fear 
not little flock,” (ye true children of God, poor and 
humble, and few in number, compared with the 
multitude of the children of the world) for it bath 
Pleaſed your Father who is in heaven, in his infinite 
| neſs and love, io give you a kingdom, (heavenly 
and eternal.) Sell then what yau roſs and give alms, 
{be wiling to part with your temporal poſſeſions to 
purchaſe an everlaſting inheritance,) * make to your- 
ſelves bags which grow not old ; a treaſure in heaven 
which faileth not, where no thief cometh near: nor 
moth conſumeth. For where your treaſure is, there 
will your heart bealſo.* (O be thou always my trea- 
Aure, dear Lord, and draw my heart up to thee.) 
v. 35. Let your loins be ever girt, (by a reſtraint 
of your paſſions and luft) and bold burning lights in 
your hands, (edifying your neighbours by the brightneſs 
of your virtues and good works,) and be you yourſelves 
like to men, who wait for their lord, when he ſhall 
return from the weding, that when he cometh and 
knocketh, they may immediately open to him. Bleſ- 
ed are thoſe ſervants, whom the Lord, when - 
2 4 come 
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cometh ſhall find watching (prepared for bis coming, 
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and ready to welcome bim. O bow great ſball be their 
reward /) for Amen, in truth, I ſay to you: He will 


ird himſelf, and make them fit down to meat, and 


paſing he will miniſter to them.“ (O who can con- 
ceive the leaſt part of that happineſs ſignified by the 


Lord himſelf in miniſtering, in an eternal banquet, to 


his faithful ſervants, whom he ſhall find watching !) 
v. 39, &c. But this know ye, that if the houſhold- 
er did know at what hour the thief would come, he 
would ſurely watch, and would not ſuffer his houſe 
to be broken open. Be you then allo ready: for at 


what hour you think not the ſon of man will come.” 


(O give us thy grace O Lord, that we may be always 
ready.) v. 47, &c. That ſervant who knew the 
will of his Lord, and prepared not himſelf, and did 


not acording to his will, ſhall be beaten with many 


ſtripes. But he that knew not, and did things worthy'of 
ſtripes, ſhall be beaten with few ſtripes. And unto- 
whomſoever much is given, of him much ſhall be 


required: and to whom they have commited much, 


of |4m they will demand the more (Chriſtians be ever 


mindful of theſe truths.) v. 49. 1am come to ſend: 
fire on the earth (even the ſacred flames of divine love, 


and what will I but that it be kindled.* (Yea, Lord 
let it be kindled in all nations, andin all hearts. Let 
my poor ſoul atleaſt be ever laid on'thy altar to be 
made a holocauſt there in theflames of thy love I) v. 50. 
I bave a baptiſm, (of blood, and a variety of inexpreſſi- 
ble ſufferings) wherewith I am to be baptized, (for the 
love of you, and for your redemption from endleſs- 


miſeries,) and how am I] Hraitened until it be accom- 


| Pliſbed. O boundleſs love! O infinite goodneſs ! 


Chap. xiii. v. 2, 3. Think you, ſaid our Lord, 
that theſe Galileans, (whoſe blood Pilate had mingled: 
with their ſacrifices,) were finers above all the men of 
Galilee, becauſe they ſuffered ſuch things ? No I ſay 
unto you : but. except you. do penance, (turning —_ 

; Om 
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— ſins by hearty repentance, and being con- 
verted to the love, ſervice and obedience of God) you 
all all likewiſe periſh. (Yea, without this penitence 
and converſion, you ſhall all incur a ſecond and ever- 
laſting death. O let all the ſiners of the earth give 
ear to the ſon of God: You have here your choice: 
Penitence and converſion to God from your ſins, or 
elſe to periſh everlaſtingly.) Chriſtians, take care alſo 
that you be not like the barren fig-tree, v. 6, 7. of 
which the Lord complains: © Behold tor theſe three 
years I come, ſeeking fruit on this fig- tree, and I find 
none. Cut it down therefore: why cumbereth it the 
ground?“ (Alas! my ſoul, what fruit hait thou hi- 
therto brought forth, for ſo many years that the Lord 
hath viſited thee? O bleſed be his patience, which 
has born with us ſo long! O lei us now at leaſt begin 
to be in earneſt. Let us be no longer like the crook- 
ed woman, here mentioned v. II, &c. whom ſatan 
for the ſpace of eigliteen years had in ſuch a manner 
bowed down to the earth, as to keep her from ever 
looking up to heaven. Ah! how common is this caſe 
amongſt Chriſtians, to be ever bowed down to this 
miſerable earth, inſtead of looking up to heaven! O 
dear Lord, let it be the glory of thy power and of thy 
mercy, to looſe us all from this unhapy bond, and to 
ere& and direct our ſouls to thee.) v. 24. Strive to 
enter by the narrow gate, ſaith the Lord (even by the 
gate of ſelt-denial and mortification of all diſorderly 
affections and paſſions.) For many I fay to you, ſhall ſeek 
ſhall uſe ſome weak endeavours) to enter, and ſpall 
not be able, (for want of being quite in earneſt in this 
. greateſt of all concerns.) 7 bo 
Chap. xiv. v. 8, 10, &c. When thou art invit- 
ed (toa feaſt) go fit down in the loweſt place: then 
when he who invited thee cometh, he may ſay to 
thee, friend go up higher. Becauſe every one that 
exalteth himſelf, ſhall be humbled ; and he that hum- 


- bleth himſelf (hall be exalted.” (Learn my ſoul, the 
# 5 great 
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great importance of this leſſon of humility which is 
thus perpetualy inculcated by our heavenly Maſter.) 
Learn alſo from the parable of them that were invit- 
ed to the ſupper, (v. 16, 17, &c.) to correſpond with 
all the gracious invitations of thy Lord, and not to 
ſuffer the farm, the oxen, or the wife to keep thee 


from being a gueſt, at his feaſt of grace here, and of _ 
eternal glory hereafter. But give ear to the articles 


upon which thou art to be admited to this heavenly 
teaſt. v. 26, &c. If any man come to me, and hate not 
bis father, &c. (by renouncing his neareſt, and dear- 
eſt affections, as far as they oppoſe the reign of divine 
love in his ſoul) yea and bis own life alſo (literaly bis 


own ſoul, by perfeQly abhoring and abominating its 


corrupt inclenations) be cannot be my diſciple. And who- 
ge ver doth not carry bis croſs, and come after me, can- 
not be my diſciple. Which our Lord illuſtrates with 
two ſimilitudes, of a man going about to build a tow- 
er, and of a king going to war againſi another king; 
by which he declares, that in the ſpiritual building 
which we have undertaken, and in the warfare in 
which we are engaged; we can have no grounds to 
hope for ſuceſs; as long as our affections are entangled 
with the things of the world. And therefore he con- 


cludes, © v. 33. So likewiſe every one of you that doth 


not renounce (in affection at leaf?) all that he poſſeſſeth 
cannot be my diſciple. | 
Chap. xv. v. 1, &c. Publicans and ſiners drew 
near to Jeſus, &c. and the Phariſees and the Scribes 
murmured, ſaying: this man receiveth ſiners, and 
eateth with them., (O the merciful dealings of our 
Lord; during his mortal life, with poor ſiners 
What encouragement is here for us all, to run to him. 
He who has ſo often choſen his greateſt favorites from 
amongſt ſiners; he who has died upon a croſs, to pay 
the enormous debt, we have contraQed by our fins ; 


will receive us with open arms, if we ſincerely deſire 


to return to him, Witneſs the joy with which the 
So SR 
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good ſhepherd lays upon his ſhoulders the ſheep that 


was loſt ; and brings it home to his heavenly fold, 
&c. (Even fo, ſaith he, v. 7, there ſhall be joy in 
heaven upon one (finer, more than upon ninety nine 
Juſt, who ſtand not in need of penance) witneſs the 
tenderneſs, with which the Father receives into his 
embraces, the prodigal child returning home, &c. 
But Oh! If we have imitated the prodigal, by quit- 
ing the houſe of ſo good a Father, and going abroad 
into a far country from him, even the region of ſin 
and death; if here we have pong the ſubſlance, he 
gave us by living riotouſiy; and falen under that migh- 
ty famin, which rages there, if we have been enſla- 
ved to that wretched maſter, who has not allowed us 
to f1] ourſelves, even with the huſks of the ſwine, &c. 
Let us now at leaſt return to ourſelves, like the prodi- 
gal; and with the like reſolution, riſe without delay, 
to go back to our Father's houſe : But let it be allo 
with the like diſpoſitions of contrition and humility : 
and no doubt we ſhall meet with the like reception. 
VV. 17. &c. Retyrning to himſelf he ſaid : how ma- 
ny hired ſervants in my father's houſe abound with 
| bread; and I am here periſhing with hunger? I wilt 
ariſe, and I will go to my father, and ſay to him: 
Father, T have fined againſt heaven, and before thee: 
I am not now worthy to be caled thy ſon; make me 
as one of thy hired ſervants. And riſing up he went 
to his father, &c. Now mark bis reception. When 
he was yet a great way off, his father ſaw him, and 
was moved with compaſſion; and runing to him, 
fell upon his neck, and kiſed him. And the fon ſaid. 
to him: Father I have ſined, &c. And the father 
ſaid to his ſervants : bring forth quickly the firſt robe 
and put it on him; and put a ring on his hand, and 
ſhoes on his feet; and bring hither, the fated calf, 
and kill it, and let us eat and make merry: becaule. 
this my ſon was dead, and is come to life again; was 
loſt, and is found.” O the unparaleled goodneſs and 
mercy 
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mercy of our heavenly Father to poor ſiners, when 
they ſincerely return to him! 

Chap. xvi. v. 2. Give an account of thy fleward- 
ſbip: ſaid the maſter to his ſteward, who was accuſed 
of having waſted bis goods, We are all ſtewards of 
one great maſter : all we poſſeſs in foul, or body, all 
our talents, our worldly goods, all our time, our 
whole being belongs to him: and for all theſe we are 
accountable to him. My ſoul, have we no reaſon to 
apprehend that an accuſation may ſtand out againſt us, 
of having waſted theſe goods of our Lord; and that 
we may alſo quickly be caled upon to give up an ac- 
count of our flewardſhip. O let us then according to 
the advice of this great maſter (v. 9.) Make to our- 
ſelves friends of this mammon of iniquity,” by works 
of mercy, both corporal and ſpiritual ; that theſe 
may ſtand by us, when we ſhall fail and may receive 
us into everlaſiing dwelings. But what a ſhame it is 
for us that the dre of this world, v. 8. who look 
no farther than this miſerable earth, ſhould in their 
way of perdition, be wiſer, and more induſtrious, 
than the children of light in their generation, O re- 
medy dear Lord ſo great an evil. v. 10. He that 
is faithful in that which is leaſt, is faithful alſo in that 
which is greater, &c.“ O let us look upon nothing 
as little; let us negle& nothing in the ſervice of God. 
But in particular, let us beware of the pride of the 
Phariſees, to whom our Lord ſaid, v. 15. you juſti- 
fy yourſelves before men: but God knoweth your 
hearts: for that which is high to men is an abomina- 
tion before God. In the latter part of this chapter v. 
19, &c. is ſet before dur eyes on the ene band a rich 
man cloathed in purple and fine linen, and feaſting 
ſumptuouſly every day: and on tbe other hand a poor 
beger named Lazarus, lying at the rich man's gate, 
full of ſores; deſiring. to be filed with the crumbs, 
that fell from the rich man's table, and no one did 
give him, &c.“ See here a great difference in life 

| | . | between. 


252 The Morality St. Luke. 
between theſe two; the one abounding in all that 
this world could give, and living in pleaſures and de- 
lights: the other wanting even the common neceſſaries 
of life: and languiſning under a multitude of ſores 
and ulcers. But obſerve how quickly the ſcene is 
changed: the poor man dies: and there is an end of 


all his ſufferings, and in reward of his patience and 
conformity with the will of God, and his adhering 


; 
( 
cloſe to him in his life; be is carried by the Angels J 
into Abraham's boſom. The rich man alſo dies (and f 
there is an end of his deluding dream of an imaginar | 
happineſs; and his unrepenting ſoul) ig buried in 1 
flames of hell. Where he begs in vain that Lazarus p 
might be ſent to dip the tip of his finger in water to 
cool his tongue, tormented in that fire: and is bid to 
remember that he had received good things in his life 2 
time, while Lazarus received evil things; but now f 
Lazarus is comforted, and he is tormented ;? and h 
that in ſuch a manner as to be for ever ſeperated, by 
an unpaſable gulph, from any good or comfort what- tc 
ſoever. O the dreadful conſequences of an idle, ſen- 10 
ſual, and voluptuous life; of loving pleaſures more hi 
than God: and of employing upon vanities and ſuper- y 
fluities what ought to be given to the poor ! See here 4, 
the evils, which plunged this rich man into hell : we hi 
read of no other crimes or ſcandalous exceſſes he was * 
guilty of. Ve worldly rich think well of this. Ka! 
Chap. xvii. v. 5. The apoſtles ſaid to the Lord: pe 
Increaſe our faith. (O let this be alſo our continual 2 
prayer.) v. 10. When you ſhall have done all theſe W 
things that are commanded you: ſay, we are unpro- thi 
fitable ſervants, &c.? (for our ſervice is indeed of no wh 
profit to our great Maſter : we can give him nothing the 
but what he firſt gives us: and it is our bounden du- oft 
ty to employ our whole lives in his ſervice. And yet lea 
bleſed be his goodneſs, who is pleaſed to ordain that Ph: 
our ſerving -him fhould not be unprofitable to our- olbe 


ſelves: ſince he has by his grace, which has been 
I merited 
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merited for us by the blood of our Redeemer, given 
a value to our good works, for which he has promiſed 
an eternal reward. Learn alſo, in this chapter v. 12. 
&c. from the ten lepers, to whom; and with what 
fervor, and with what humility ; you are to apply, 
that you may be mercifuly cleanſed from the leproſy 
ol fin: and learn from him, who after he was cleanſ- 
ed, went hack, with a loud uoice glorifying God; and 
fell on his face before the feet of our Lord giving thanks 
with what love and gratitude; with what a perfect 
dedication and oblation of ourſelves henceforward to 
the divine ſervice, we ought to attend on our Lord 
after our being cleanſed. v. 20, 21. The kingdom of 
God cometh not with obſervation (outward ſhow and 
pomp.) - For lo the Kingdom of God is within you 2 
(by the reign of God in your interior.) v. 32. Re- 
member Lot's wife. O look not back upon this Sodom 
from which God has brought you out: and which he 
has determined to deſtroy. | 
Chap. xviit. v. 1, &c. He ſpoke alſo a parable 
to them, /ignifying that we ought always to pray, and 
not to faint; By the example of the widow, who by + 
her importunity, and perſeverance obtained juſtice of 
a judge, who neither feared God, nor regarded man: 
And will not God do this, and much more in favor of 
his ſervants, who cry to him, by earneſt prayer day 
and night? Yes certainly, ſo that if our prayers are 
not heard; tis for want of this holy importunity, and 
perſeverance: which would not be wanting, if a-ftrong 
| and lively faith were not wanting. But alas! v. 8. 
When the Son of man cometh, ſhall he find, do ye 
think, this firong and lively faith upon earth; which 
wrought heretofore ſuch wonders by the prayers of 
the Saints. Here follows (v. 9, 10, &c.) the parable 
of the Phariſee and the publican: from which we muſt 
learn, to beware of that unhappy diſpoſition of the 
Phariſees, who truſting in themſelves as juſt, deſpiſed 
others: and learn to ſue 2 mercy, with the . 
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lem: this ſame guilt to this day is the cauſe of the 


reprobation and eternal damnation of innumerable 


ſouls. Beware alſo of another evil, (which may haſt- 
en the judgments of God faling upon the head of 
ſiners) which the Jews were guilty of, in the abuſe 
of the bouſe of prayer, (v. 45, 46.) and in loving gain 
more than godlineſs: on which account our Lord caſt 
the buyers and ſellers out of the temple ;. and remem- 
ber that your ſouls ought to be the living temples of 
the living God. See then you keep them clean and 
holy for him: O let them be the houſe of prayer, and 
not a den of thieves. | | 5 
Chap. xxi. v. 28. When theſe things begin to come 
to paſs (the ſigns of the approach of the laſt day.) 
Look up, and lift up your heads; becauſe your redemp- 
tion (and final delivery from all your evils) is at hand. 
Chriſtians, ſee you live in ſuch manner, as to have 
no reaſon to fear, but rather to rejoice at the approach 
of that day, which ſhall put an end to ſin, and unite 
you inſeparably to your God. In the mean time: 
© Take heed to yourſelves, as he admoniſhes, v. 34. 
leſt your hearts be overcharged with ſurfeiting and 
drunkeneſs, 8nd the cares of this life, and that day 
come upon you fuddenly* (for nothing will more dif- 
qualify you tor that great appearance at thoſe laſt afſi- 
Zes, than your being enflaved to ſenſual pleaſures, or 
oppreſſed with carking, cares and worldly ſolicitudes,) 
v. 35. for as a ſnare ſhall (the day both of the gene- 
ral and of the particular judgment of every one come 
upon all that fit upon the face of the earth: v. 36. 
Watch ye therefore, praying at all times : that you 
may be accounted worthy to eſcape all theſe things 
(the dreadful evils that threaten the wicked) and to 
ſtand with confidence, before the Son of man.“ Lord 
give us grace to obſerve theſe thy precepts. 
_ Chap. xxii. v. 26. He that is the greater among 
you let him become as the younger, and he that 1s 


the leader {the chief) as he that ſerveth (even as the 
ſervant 
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ſervant of all, by the great example of the Sen of Cod, 
who here tells bis diſciples V am in the midft of you 
as he that ſer veth. v. 27.“ See in this, and in the 
e chapter, the hiſtory of the paſſion of our 
Lor 

Chap. xx ii. v. 28, 31. © Daughters of Jeralaldn 
weep not over me : but weep for yourſelves, and for 
your children - for if in the green wood they do 
theſe things, what ſhall become of the dry ?? It the 
punifhments, due to ſin, take ſuch hold on the inno- 
cent Lamb of God; what judgments may not the 
wicked expect another day, if they don't embrace, 
whilſt they have time, the mercies here laid open for 
them. And in order to this weep for themſelves with 
tears of true contrition, and for tbeir child en, the 
unhappy offspring of their paſſions and luſts. v. 34. 
And Jefus ſaid: Father forgive them, for they know 
not what they do.“ (O unpa: alelled Charity! O 
teach us to imitate this great example.) v. 42. Lord, 
remember me, when thou ſhalt come into thy king dom. 
(Could any faith be like io this, to diſcern, beheve,, 
and confeſs the Lord of glory, dying in the midi! of | 
torments upon an ignominious cioſs; and in ce 
quence of this belief, to beg a'remembrance in his 
heavenly kingdom ? O this was one of the gre a eſt 
miracles, that was ever wrought by the Son of God. 
Hear how in conſequence of his faith and conlefon, 
Joined with love and repentance, our Lord gives this 
penitent thief a full diſcharge of all his hins. © +, 
Amen, I ſay to thee, this day thou ſhalt be with in, 
in Paradiſe :* (introduced by me into a piace of rell 
peace and joy, in the company of tlie Saints,) v. 48; : 
All the multitude of them: that avere come togelben to 
that ſigbt, (the crucifixion of our Lord) returned Ari- 
king their breaſis in token of their repentance. And 
is it pofſible that Chriſtians ſhould be ſo litile moved 
with the conſideration of all that their Redeemer haz 

* N 
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ſuffered for them, as not to ceaſe at leaſt from cruci- 
fying him daily by their fins 4 

| Chap. xxiv. v. 32, &c. Was not our heart burn- 
ing within us, ſaid the two diſciples, who went to 
Emmaus, whilſt be was ſpeaking to us inthe way, 
and opened to us the meaning of the ſcriptures # Chri- 
ſhans, would you experience ſome thing of this holy 
fire in your hearts? Accuſtom yourſelves then to an 
internal life; to a ſweet converſation with him, in 
your own interior, to a recollection of ſpirit z to a 
ſerious and frequent meditation on his divine truths, 

ut then remember alfo that he is no where better 
known than in the breaking of bread, that is ina 
worthy receiving him in the holy Communion, v. 
31, 35 · 
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down amongſt them? that they ſhould prefer dark- 
neſs before light, and ſhould reject the Son of God, 
who comes down from heaven io make them ſons of 
Cod: And yet, my poor foul, how often haſt thou 
been ſo miſerable ? Oh! be confounded, repent and 
amend. But hear what follows, v. 14) The Word 
was made fleſh and dwelt among us, full of grace and 
fruth : ſtooping ſo low to raiſe us up; to deliver us 
from all our evils; and to communicate to us all his 
goods, and taking upon him our humanity, to make 
us partakers of his divinity. O prodigy of goodneſs 
and love. And of his fulneſs we all receive, v. 16, 
17. yea all grace and truth, through him. He is v. 
18, the only begoten Son who is in the boſom of the 
Father, who hath come to declare, and make known 
bis Father tous. He is the Lamb of God, who tak- 
eth away the ſinof the world. v. 20 O let us then 
welcome this great Lord, coming amongſt us: let us 
become his diſciples; let us hear him, and ever ad- 
here to him. 

Chap. iii. v. 3, &c. Except a man be born again 
of water, and the holy Ghoſt, he cannot enter into 
the kingdom of God.“ Praiſe be to thy infinite good. 
neſs, O Lord, who haſt prepared for us, in thy mer- 
cy, this Javer of regeneration and renovation of the bo- 
ly Gboft. (Titus iii. v. 5;) that we who by our natu- 
ral birth were born children of wrath, might by virtue 
of thy blood applied to us in the ſacrament of baptiſm, 
be waſhed from fin, be born again, and become thy 
children by grace, and heirs of thy; kingdom. O bleſs 
thy God, my ſoul, that he has waſnhed thee long ago 
in this fountain of life, unte the remiſſion of ſins, and 
unto life everlaſting. But oh! haſt: thou not forfeited 
by wilful ſin, and that alfo long ago, that precious 
grace received in baptiſm, that heavenly. gift of a new 
birth, that robe of innocence and ſanQity, that dig- 
nity of a child of God, and heir of eternal life? Alas 
alas! what then muſt- become of thee, n | 

can 
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can'ſt not be baptized again. O bleſed be our Lord! 
whoſe mercy has ſtill left us a way to eſcape from the 
evrath to come, by applying to our fouls the laver of 
his precious blood, by a more /aborious baptiſm of 
penitential tears, in the virtue, and ſacrament of pen- 
ance: which he has been pleaſed to ordain, as a plank 
for ſhipwreck'd ſouls, by the help of which, they 
may eſcape the ſecond death. O my ſoul, ſpare thou. 
no pains to ſecure to thyſelf this plank. Hearken now 
to what thy divine Redeemer here further inculcates. 
v. 14, 15, &c. As Moſes lifted up the ſerpent in 
the wilderneſs, ſo muſt the Son of man be lifted up 
(on thecroſs,) that whoſoever believeth in him / faxing 
Bis exe on bis paſſion and death ;, and applying to bim 
and through bim, to his Father, by faith, hope, and 
love,) may not periſh, but may have life everlaſting. 
For God fo loved the worid, as to give his only be- 
goten Son; that whoſoever believeth i in him in the 
manner aboveexpreſſed) may not periſh, but-mayhave 
life everlaſting. For God ſent not his Son into the 
world to judge, (and condemn) the world, but that 
the world may be ſaved by him.” O infinite goodneſs! 
As much as lies in the phyſician, he comes to heal 
the ſick: he is his own murderer, who dies, becauſe 
he refuſes the medicins of life. Thoſe then that are 
udged\ and condemned, have no one to blame but 
themſelves : v. 10. for this is the cauſe of their judg- 
ment and condemnation, becauſe the light 8 the 
eternal Word who is light itſelt,) came into the world 
and men loved darkneſs rather than the light : for their 
zwor ks were evil, and darkſome; and theſe they were 
not wiling to confeſs and forſake: but rather choſe 
to remain in them. © v. 20. For every one that doth 
evil hateth the light, and - cometh not to the light, 
that his works may not be reproved. O keep me dear 
Lord, from being at any time ſo miſerable as to affect 
the darkneſs of Ignorance and fin, ſo as to ſhut my eyes 
againſt the light of thy truth. O give me thy grace, e 
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I may always love the truth, and do the truth, and come 
to thy ligbt, and ever walk in thy light, and in thy truth. 

Chap. iv. v. 10, &c. If thou didſt know the 
gift of God, ſaid our Lord to the Samaritan woman, 
and who it is that ſaith to thee, give me to drink; 
thou perhaps wouldſt have aſked of him, and he would 
have given thee living water.“ O give us dear Lord, 
this living water of lite and love: we will never ceaſe 
to aſk it of thee. v. 13, 14. Whoſcever drinketh of 
this water (of the world) ſhall thirſt again, theſe 
mudy ſtreams can never ſatisfy his appetite, after 
happineſs, which can be found in God alone. But 
he that ſhall drink of the water (of the divine Spirit ) 
that I ſhall give him, ſhall thirſt no more (after the 


waters of the world.) But the water that J ſhall give 


him, ſhall become in him (Ca never failing) fountain 
of water (of life) ſpringing up into everlaſting life. 
O Blefſed fountain! v. 23. &c. The hour cometh, 


and now 1s, when the true worſhipers ſhall worthip 


the Father in ſpirit and in truth. For the Father alſo 
ſeeketh ſuch to worſhip lim. God is a ſpirit, and 
they that adore him, muſt adore him in ſpirit and in 
truth. O teach us, Lord, this worſhip of ſpirit and 


truth. v. 32, 34. I have meat to eat, which you 
| know not of, - my meat is to do the will of him that 


ſent me, that I may perfect his work.“ Lord give 
us alſo a reliſh, for this ſame heavenly meat; which. 
made even the death of the croſs ſavory to thee:. . 
becauſe ſuch was thy Father's will : this ſame holy 
will of thy Father regulated all thy thoughts, words, 
and deeds: O when ſhall we be ſo happy as to em- 
brace with our whole fouls this bleſed will, ever ho- 
ly, ever wiſe, ever good, ever beautiful, ever right, 
and ever true. 3 | „ 
Chap. v. v. 25, &c. The hour cometh, and 
now is, when the dead ſhall hear the voice of the Son 
of God: and they that hear ſhall live.” This is the 


firſt reſurrection from the death of fin to the life of 
grace: 
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grace: in conſequence of our hearing and obeying the 
voice, of the Son of God. v. 28. Wonder not at 
this, for the hour cometh, wherein all that are in the 
graves, ſhall hear the voice of the Son of God: and 
they that have done good, ſhall come forth unto the 
reſurrection of life; but they that have done evil un- 
to the reſurrèction of judgment,” (even of eternal 
condemnation. O let us hear now the voice of the 
Son of God, caling us forth unto the firſt reſurrec- 


tion, and we ſhall be ſecure at the time of the ſecond 


reſutrection.) v. 44. How can you believe, ſaid our 
Lord to the unbelieving Jews, who receive glory one 
from another, (ever fond of men's eſteem, praiſe, and 


vx 


applapſe,) and % glory which Naar Cad alone; you. 


zen do not ſeek. This love of vain glory kept the 
Jews from believing then: This love of yam glory. ts 
to ihis day a capital enemy of the true faith, of obedi- 


grace, light and truth, O keep all Chr 


ence and of humility; and pnlegpently of God's 


fans, dear 


ord, from fo pernicious, an evil, ſo oppoſit to the 


2p. vi. v. 26, 27: * You ſeck me, - becauſe 
you did eat of the loaves and were filed, Labor not 
for the meat which periſheth, but for that which en- 
dureth unto everlaſting life, which the ſon of man 
will give. you.” (Lord teach us ever.to prefer the 
nouriſhment of our ſouls unto eternal life, before the 
loaves and fiſhes of our temporal ſuſtenance. O never 
let us be influenced in the things of God and eternity, 
5 by any motives of worldly intereſt.) v. 37, &c, 


reign of thy grace in our fouls. 


that the Father giveth me ſhall come to me: 
and him that cometh to me, I will net caſt out. For 


I camedownfrom heaven not to domy own will, but 
the will of him that ſent me.“ Chriſtians learn of 
your great, maſter this capital leſſon, which he was 
ever teaching, during his whole lite, not to do your 
own will, but the will of your heavenly Father. v. 
48, 49, &c. I am the bread of life: your fathers $0 
| ea 


| 
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eat manna in the deſart, and are dead. This is the 
bread which cometh. down from heaven, that if any 


man eat off it he may not die. I am the living bread 


which came down. from heaven: if any man eatof 


this bread he ſhall live for ever: and the bread, that 
I will give, is my fleſh for the life of the world.” O 


Infinite goodneſs of. my God to give himſelf thus to me 


O my ſoul, embrace this love of thy Redeemer: but 
let it be with a return of love, Give thyſelf up to 
him without reſerve, who thus gives his whole ſelf 
to thee. Bow down to adore his incomprehenſible 
truth, in all the wonders he has wrought for. thee in 
his ſacred myſteries. Say not with the unbelievii 
Jens V. 53: How. can this man give us bis fleſh, to 4 
ee his power as well as his goodnels is infinite: 
he can do infinitely more than we can comprehend. 
Say not with the apoſtate diſciples. v. 61. This is @ 
bard ſaying, ang. who can bear it. The laying i is ſweet 
and amiable to well diſpoſed, ſouls, who hunger after 
the bread of life. But thoſe others were hard, and 
could not reliſh this Were Fed and therefore they 
turned. their back upon our v. 67. and walled 
no more with him, Not ſo the Alle of whom St. 


| Peter faith: * v. 69, 70. Lord to whom ſhall we 


go? Thou ban the words. of eternal life : and we have 

believed and. known, that thou art the. Chriſt the 
Son of God. O et this ſame be alſo our profeſſion, 
and our perpetual reſolution, never to turn our back 
och bn or his truths. _ 

Chap, vii. v. 16. 17. Kc, My docrin is not 
mine, but his that ſent me: if any man will do the 
will * him (if he. ſincerely ſ⸗ ſeek i know and to do in all 
things the. ail Ted) he ſhall know of the doQtrin 
whether 1 it be of God, or whether I ſpeak of myſelf. 
An excelent means of. coming at all neceſſary 
knowledge of God's truths: viz. to be ſincerely defi- 
rous to Lek, and to know the will of God, and to 
embrace and Þ>llow it, with all one's power | © v. 18. 

He 
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He that ſpeaketh of himſelf, ſeeketh his own glory: 
(as we ſee in all the ee, of new fedts, but he 
that ſeeketh the glory of him that ſent him, he is 
true, and there is no injuſtice in him.* This was the 
character of Chriſt himſelf, and of all thoſe miſſiona- 
ries of his, by whoſe miniſtry he converted ſo many 
nations: they ſought not their own glory; but the 
glory of their Lord. v. 37, &c. On the laſt and 
great day of the feſtivity (of Tabernacles) Jeſus ſtood 
and cried, ſaying: If any man thirſt, let him come 
to me and drink, &c. (Yea, Lord, for with thee is 
the fountain of life : andthe Prophet bas long ago fore- 
told, that we ſhould draw waters with joy from the 
fountains of our r Saviour. Jai. xii.) 

Chap. viii. v. 7. He that is without fin among you 
let him firſt caft a flone at ber. Said our Lord, con- 


cerning the woman taken in adultery: to teach us to 


look at home; and to judge ourſelves ; ; before we pre- 
ſume to condemn our neighbours. * v. 12. Tam the 
light of the world: he that followeth me walketh not 
in darkneſs, but ſhall have the light of life.“ O let 
us always follow this bright light of the life and doc- 
trine of Jeſus Chriſt! v. 21. J go my way, and you 
Pall ſeek me, and you ſhall die in your fins. A dread- 

ful ſentence againſt the wiltul oppoſers of the grace and 
| truth of God: they ſhall die in their ſins: O let this 
never be my unhappy caſe! © v. 29. He that ſent me 
is with me: and he hath not leſt me alone: for I do 
always the things that pleaſe him.” O give us alſo the 
grace to do always the things that pleaſe thee: and we 
| ſhall never fear the being left alone by thee. * „. 
31, &c. If you continue in my word, ſaith our Lord, 
you ſhall be my diſciples indeed: (See here the teft of 
Sriſt's true diſciples, and tbe way to true liberty and 
peace) and you ſhall know the truth: and the truth 
ſhall make you free. v. 34, &c. Whoſoever com- 
miteth ſin is the ſervant of fin. -- If then the Son (of 


Cod ſhall make you free, you ſhall be free * 
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Odo thou make us free, dear Lord, from the ſlave 

of ſin and fatan, and we ſhall be free indeed. O let 
us not, in our lives and actions, have any part with 
them, to whom that haſt here ſaid: v. 44. You 
are of your father the devil -- he was a murderer, from 
the begining (by drawing man into the death of fin) 


and he ſtayed not in the truth; becauſe truth is not in 
him. When he ſpeaketh a lie, he ſpeaketh of his 


own: for he is a liar, and the father thereof.“ See 
here Chriſtians, that all murderers (whether of ſoul 


or body) and all /;ars are children ot the devil. But 
attend Alſo to what follows: © He that is of God hear- 
eth (and obeyetb) the words of God: Therefore you 
hear them not becauſe you are not of God:“ and by 
caling yourſelves to an account, and examining your- 
ſelves by this rule, of wilingly hearing and diligently 
following the words of God, you ſhall eaſily diſcover 
whether you belong to God, or to the devil. 

Chap. ix. v. 4. I muſt work the work of him 
that ſent me, whilſt it is day: the night cometh when 
no man can work, ſaid our Lord.” Our day is the 
time of this life : during this day, we mult be always 
about the work of God, for which he gives us this day. 
The night of death will quickly come, and then there 
will be no more working. 

Chap. x. v. 1, &c. © He that entereth not tis the 
door into the ſheepfold, but climbeth up another way 
the ſame is a thief and a rober.* Chriſtians beware 
of all ſuch as would thruſt themſeives upon you for 
ſhepherds of your ſouls, who come not in by the door 
which is Chriſt, and with a lawful caling and miſſion 
from him.) © Iam the door: ſaith our Lord -- by me 
if any man enter in, he ſhall be ſaved; and he ſhall 
go in, and go out, and ſhall find paſtures (of Life, 


er bimſelf and his 'flack,) The thief only cometh to 


ſteal, and to kill, and to deſtroy: I am come that 
they may have life, and may have it more abundantly. 
(0 Bleſed be thy name.) — the good ſnepherd. The 

A a good 


256 The Morality S. Jobs. 


good ſhepherd giveth his life for his ſheep. But the hire- 
Hing and he that is not the ſhepherd, whoſe own the 
4heep are not, ſeeth the wolf coming, and leaveth the 
ſheep, and flieth-: and the wolf catcheth and ſcattereth 


the ſheep, &c. Tam the good ſhepherd : And I know 


mine, and mine know me. -- And I lay down my lite 
for my ſheep, &c.? Chriſtians, embrace this divine 


charity of your Redeemer, here recommending him- 


ſelf to you, under the amiable character of the good 
ſhepherd of your ſouls. And as nothing has been 
wanting on lus part to make good this character: 
ſince he has carried this charity ſo far, as even to lay 
down his life for you. See that nothing be wanting on 
your part to anſwer the character of his ſheep, by 
knowing, loving and following him, even unto death; 
and keeping far off from the ſtranger, the world, the 
fleſh or the devil, who would debauch you from him. 


v. 27, &c. My ſheep, ſaith be, hear my voice: 


and I know them, and they follow me: and I give 


them eternal life : and they ſhall not periſh for ever, 


and noone ſhall ſnatch them out of my hand, &c.” 
O dear Lord, let nothing in life or death, ever ſepa- 
rate us from thee. 

Chap. xi. v. 25, &c. I am the reſurrection, and 
the lite; he that believeth in me, although he be 


dead ſhall live; and every one that liveth and believ- 
eth in me, ſhall not die for ever.“ Chriſtians ſtick 
cloſe to your Saviour by faith, hope, and love: and 


your fouls ſhall live for ever: he is the true life; and 
ſuch as adhere to him ſhall never die: what the world 
calls death ſhall be to them no more than a paſage into 
a life that knows no death. 
Cap. Xii. v. 24, &c. © Unleſs the grain of wheat 
fall into the ground and die, faith our Lord, itſelf 
remaineth alone: but if it die, it bringeth forth much 
fruit.” (Yes, dear Lord, it was by thy death alone 
that the fruit of the redemption of the world was to 
be brought forth: and it muſt be by our dying to = 
| | e 
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world, the fleſh and the devil, by ſelf- denial and the 
mortification of our paſſions and diſorderly appetites 
that we are to bring forth the fruits of true life to e- 
ternity. Therefore thou adeſt:) v. 25, &c. He that” 
leveth bis life (literaly - his /oul : viz. by ſeeking to 
gratify its paſſions and luſts) ſhall Joſe it :. (for ever) 
and be that bhateth bis life (the irregular inclinations 
of his ſoul) in-this world, keepeth it (his ſoul) unto 
life eternal. If any man miniſter: to me, (if any 
man deſire to be my ſervant) let him follow me (by 
the way. of the croſs and mortification) and where I am 
there alſo ſhall my miniſter be. If any man miniſter. 
to me, him will my Father honor. (O the incom- 
prehenſible reward of the true ſervants of Chriſt, to 
be for ever with him; and to be for ever honored 
by his eternal Father.) v. 31, &c. Now is the judg- 
ment (tbe trial and condemnation) of the world (and 
all itt maxims at the tribunal of the croſs) now ſhall. 
the ruler of this world (he devil) be caſt out. And I 
if I be lifted up from the earth (by my.crucifixion) will 
draw all things to myſelf.? O comfortable promiſe }- 
O let my poor. heart at leaſt be ſenſible. of this ſweet 


at traction. 


Chap. xiii. v. 1. Jeſus knowing that his hour was. 
come, that he ſhould paſs out of this world to the Fa- 
ther, having loved his own, who were in the world, 
he loved them to the end.“ And ſhewed in the laſt: 
ſtage of his mortal liſe, the moſt evident tokens of his 
infinite love, eſpecialy in his paſſion, and in the in- 
ſtitution of the bleſed ſacrament, as a preparation for. 
which, he humbled himſelf to the waſhing of the feet 
of his diſciples : of which we bave here an account, . 
v. 12, 13, &c. Then being ſet down he ſaid to 
them: Know ye what I have done tq you : you call. 
me Maſter and Lord: and you ſay well, for ſo I am. 
If then I being your Lord and Maſter, have waſhed- 
= feet : you alſo ought to waſh one anothers feet.. 

or I have given you an example (of charity and bu 
Aa2 mility) 
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 mility) that as I have done to you, ſo you do alſo. 
V. 34. I give you a new commandment, that you 
love one another, as J have loved you, that you alſo 
love one another.” O what perfection of love does 
our Lord hererequire of us! The old commandment 
was to love our neighbours as ourſelves : but his new 
commandment, his favorite commandment, by the 
fulfiling of which we are to ſhew ourſelves to be his 
_ diſciples indeed, is that we ſhould love one another e- 
ven as be has loved us; who has died for the love of 
us. v. 35. By this ſhall all men know, faith he, that 
you are my diſciples, if you love one another. O 
Chriſtians, let us never part with this perſect 
mutual charity, the true badge of the diſciples of 
Chriſt. 

Chap. xiv. v. 1, &c. Let not your beart be troub- 
ted, ſaid our Lord to his diſciples, who were grieved 
with the thoughts of his departing from them : you 
believe (and hope) in God (my Father: ) believe aiſo 
(and hope) in me (your Saviour, who am going to 
heaven to prepare there a place for your eternal abode) 
In my Father's (heavenly) houſe there are many 
manſions. And if I ſhall go and prepare a place for 
you: I will come again, and take you to myſelf, that 
where I am, you alſo may be, (eternal y happy with 
me. O what comfort! In the mean time.) W hatſo- 
ever you hall aſk the Father in my name, that will 
I do. -- And I will aſk the Father, and he ſhall give 
you another Paraclete (Comforter) that he may abide 
with you for ever: even the Spirit of Truth, whom 
the world cannot receive -- he ſhall abide with you, 
and be in you:“ (for your own ſanctification, and to 
be communicated to your ſucceſſors; and by your and 
their miniſtry to the whole people of God.) -- / will 
not leave yon orphans: Twill (not only ſend you my 
heavenly Spirit; but I myſelf alſo will) come to you, 
&c. (O loving Saviour be thou always with us, whom 
thou art pleaſed to conſider as thy children: and let 
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us be always with thee.) © v. 15. If you Jove me keep 
my commandments. -- He that hath my command- 
ments, and keepeth them, he it is that loveth me. 
And he that loveth me, ſhall be loved by my Father: 
and I will love him, and I will manifeſt myſelf to 
him. -- If any one love me; he will keep my word, 
and my Father will love him, and we, (even the whole 
Bleſed Trinity) will come to him, and will make our 
abode with him.” (O how happy then are thoſe ſouls _ 
who by loving our Lord, and keeping his word, be- 
come the ſacred temple in which the whole bleſed 
Frinity ſhall eternaly abide!) v. 27. Peace I leave 
with you, my peace I give to you : not as the world 
giveth, do I give to you. O let thy peace, O Lord, 
which furpaſſetb all underſtanding, remain always 
with us, and keep both our minds and our hearts. And 
as for the falſe peace, which the world pretends to give 
let us never be impoſed upon by its deceitful appear- | 
ances. 

Chap. xv. v. 4, &c. Abide in me, and Lin you; 


ſaith our Lord: as the branch cannot eur fruit of it 


ſelf; except it abide in the vine: ſo neither can you, 
except you abide in me. I am the vine, you the 
branches: he that abideth in me, and I in him, the 
ſame beareth much fruit: for without me you can do 
nothing. If any one abide not in me: he ſhall be eaſt 
forth as a branch (that is lopt off from the vine) and 
ſnall wither, and they ſhall gather him up, and caſt 
him into the fire, and he burneth (yea he burneth e- 


ternaly.) But if you abide in me, and my words a- 


bide in you, you ſhall aſk whatever you will, and it 
ſhalt be done untoyou. (O bleſed vine, let us ever 
abide in thee, and bring forth fruit through thee! O 
Jet us never be cut off, and caſt from thee'! Let us 
glorify thy Father by bringing forth much fruit; ac- 
cording to what thou haſt ſaid:) v. 8, &e. In this 
is my Father glorifled, that you bring forth very 
_ Foun; and become my diſciples, As the Father 
As 3 hath 
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hath loved me, I alſo have loved you. Abide in my 
love. If you keep my commandments you ſhall abide. 
in my love. — Theſe things I have ſpoken to you: 
that my joy may be in you, and your joy may be filed. 

his is my commandment that you love one another, 
as I have loved you. Greater love than this no man 


hath, that a man lay down his life for his friends.“ O 
infinite goodneſs! O teach us to be grateful, by an i- 


mitation of thy love: Teach us to keep thy com- 
mandments; that we may abide in thy love; and that 
thy joy may bein us. v. 14. You are my friends, 
if. you do the things that I command you. O the hap-- 


pmeſs! O the * of being friends of the Son of 


God! O at how cheap a rate does he offer us this 
happineſs and dignity ! / you do the things, faith he, 
that I command you. O give us grace dear Lord to- 


fulfil this condition of thy friendſhip. 


Chap. xvi. v. 20, &c. * You ſhall lament and: 
weep, but the world ſhall rejoice, and you ſhall be. 


forrowful, but your ſorrow ſhall be turned into joy. 

A woman, when ſhe is in labor hath ſorrow, becauſe 
her hour is come : but when ſhe hath brought forth. 
the child, ſhe remembereth no more the anguiſh, for 
joy that a man is born into the world. So alſo you. 


now indeed have ſorrow (as all your brethren ſhall 


bave during the labors of their mortal life) but I will 
fee you again (very ſbortly) and then your heart ſhall 
rejoice ; and your joy no man ſhall take from you. (It 
fhall be eternal; and ſuch as no eye bath ſeen, nor 


mortal heart con ade) v. 23, &c. Amen, Amen. 


I fay to you: if you aſk the Father any thing in my 
name, he will give it you. Hitherto you have not 
aſked any thing in my name: aſk, and you ſhall re- 
ceive, that your joy may be full. For the Father 
himſelf loveth you: becauſe you have loved me, &c.“ 
O what encouragement have we here to pray? Qlet 
us be diligent and fervent in this great duty but then 


we muſt never forget, in whoſe name we are . wr 
rE13 
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dreſs ourſelves to the eternal Father, whenever we 

pear before him in prayer. at 

Chap. xvu. Contains a prayer of our Lord for his. 
diſciples, recommending them upon his departure, 
to his eternal Father. © v. 1, &. Father, glorify: 
thy Son, that thy Son may glorify thee. As thou 
| haſt given him power over all fleſh, that he may give 
eternal life to all whom thou haſt given him. I have 
manifeſted thy name to the men, whom. thou haſt- 
given me out of the world; & e. And now I am no 
more in the world, and theſe are in the world, and J. 
come to thee. Holy Father, do thou keep them in 
thy name while I was with them, I kept them in thy 
name - and now L come to thee. -- They are not of 
the world, as J alſo am not of the world, pray not 
that thou ſhouldft take them out of the world, but 
that thou ſhould'ſt keep them from evil. Sanctify 
them in truth. Thy word is truth. And for them. 
do I ſanctify myfelf, that they alſo may be ſanctiſied 
in truth. And not for them only do I pray, but for: 
them alſo, who through their word ſhall believe in 
me: that they all may be one, as thou Father in me- 
and I in thee, that they alſo may be one in us that 
they be made perfect in one; that the world may; 
know that thou haſt ſent me. -- Father, Iwill that: 
where IJ am, they alſo whom thou haſt given me, 
may be wuh. me, that they may ſee my glory, &c.“ 
See Chriſtians what a prayer your Lord here makes. 
in your behalf: that you may, be kept from evil; that. 
you may be /anified in truth, that you may be made 
perfect in unity, that you may be-with him, and ſes 
bis glory; and that he may. give you. eternal life. O. 
let us alſo make theſe ſame things the perpetual ſub- 
ject of our prayers, and the object of our deſires. O 
unity ! O verity ! O ſanctity! O eternity! Let my: 
foul atleaſt ever aſpire, and ſigh after thee 

Chap. xviil. v. 36, 37. My kingdom is not of 
this world -- (and yet) Lam a king. For this nog | 

ils | 


Poa 
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born, and for this came I into the world, that I ſhould: 

give teſtimony to the truth. Every one that is of the 
truth, heareth my voice.“ O great king, do thou 
reign, at leaſt in my poor heart for ever: O ſanctiſy 
thou my ſou] in thy truth See in this and in the fol- 
eren. chapter the hiſtory of the paſſion of our 


Chap. xx. v. 19, &c. On the firſt day of the 
week (Eafler Sunday) when the doors were ſhut, 
where the diſciples were gathered: together, for fear 
of the Jews, Jeſus came and ſtood in the midſt, and 
ſaid to them: Peace be to you: And when he had ſaid 
this, he ſhewed them his hands and his fide. -- And 
he ſaid to them again: Peace be to you. As the Fa- 
ther hath! ſent me, I alſo ſend you: When he had 
ſaid this, he breathed on them, and he ſaid to them: 
Receive ye the holy Ghoſt: whoſe ſins you ſhall 
forgive, they are forgiven: to them: and whoſe ſins 
you ſhall retain they are retained.” O how many 
mercies and benefits of our dear Redeemer to us, are 
here recorded in this one paſſage ? He is riſen again, 
victorious over death; and preſently he comes to vi- 
fit and comfort us, and he gives us his peace. His 
body is glorious, immortal now and impaſſible, it even 
penetrates thro' the doors, by the qualities of a glori- 
fied body: and yet it retains the five ſacred wounds, 
it received upon the croſs; to confirm our faith, to 
encourage our hope: and to inflame our love. After 
giving his peace to his diſciples, be ſends them, even 
as bis Father bad ſent bim. O what an ample com- 
miſſion is here given by our Lord to the paſtors of the 
church, the furceffors: of the apoſtles; and given 
them ſor the! benefit of God's people. They are 
Chriſt's delegates, and his embaſſadors to us: and 
they come, with full power and authority from him; 
to adminiſter to us his word, and his ſacraments; and 
to direct our ſouls to him; to bring us on in the 

ways of truth and of life, and to conduct us to a hap- 
. PY 
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py eternity. In order to this, he gives them the holy 
Ghoſt, with a general power of binding and looſing; 
of forgiving and retaining our ſins, that by their mi- 
niſtry, we may be looſed from all thofe unhappy bands 
by which, our ſouls are bowed down towards hell; 
and may, by the keys which he has entruſted with 
them, be let into his heavenly kingdom. O bleſed 
be his name for all theſe his mercies to us! | 
Chap. xxi. v. 15, &c. © Jeſus ſaid to Simon Peter 
-- loveſt thou me more than theſe? He ſaith to him, 
yea Lord thou knoweſt that I love thee; he faith to 
him: Feed my lambs.* Then after puting the like 
queſtion to him, a ſecond, and a third time, he re- 
peats again. Feed my lambs: and the third time. Feed 
my ſheep. In which paſſage beſides confirming 10 
Peter the chief ſuperintendancy over all his flock, 
which he had promiſed him, St. Matthew xvi. our 
Lord, by exaCting a triple profeſſion of his love for 
him, in oppoſition as it were to his triple denial; 


would have us to underſtand that there is no better 


way for us to efface the guilt of our paſt diſloyalties, 


than by dedicating henceforward, our hearts to his 


divine love: And that with regard to thoſe whom he 
entruſts with the care of ſouls; this love cannot be 
better exerciſed, than by diligently feeding theſe ſheep 
of his, with the paſtures of life; and communicating 
to as many as they can, that love with which their 
own. hearts are inflamed. After this paſſage, our 
Lord foretold to St. Peter, v. 18, 19. the martyr- 
dom, with which he was to glorify God: and then bid 
him follow him (by walking in his footſteps, and by 
an imitation of his ſufferings and death.) And: where- 
as Peter was deſirous to know, what ſhould become 
of his friend St. John: our Lord reſtrained: his curio- 
ſity, ſignifying that it was nothing to him, if he would 
have him to remain till he came: but for thy part, 


Our 


| 
| 
| 


our own duty, and not to be curious about the con- 
cerns of others. 


— 


— 


The Acrs of the Apoſtles. 


Gs A P. ii. v. 37, xc. When they (the Jews) 
had heard theſe things (the preaching of St. Peter) 

they had compunttien in their heart: and they 
ſaid to Peter what ſhall we do? -- And Peter ſaid to 
them: Do penance (repent, and turn from your ſins 
to God) and be baptized every one of you, in the name 
of Jeſus Chriſt, for the remiſſion of your ſins: and 
you ſhall receive the gift of the Holy Ghoſt. -- And 
with very many other words did he teſtify, and'exhort 
them ſaying, ſave yourſelves from this perverſe gene- 


ration.“ O Chriſtians attend and do you alſo fave your- 


ſelves, from this crooked, this wicked 1 of the 
children of the world: the unhappy ſlaves of ſatan and 
ſin, amongſt whom you live: O flee from the midſt 


of this Babylon, in imitation of. theſe firſt: Chriſtians ;- 


of whom we here read. v. 41, &c. They that 


received his word were baptized: and there were ad- 


ed to them in that day about three thouſand fouls. 
And they were continuing in the doctrin of the apo- 
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ſtles (diligently attending to their preaching) and in the 


communion of the breaking of bread ( frequenting ibe 


Bleſed ſacrament) and in prayer: And fear came upon 
every ſoul: and many wonders and figns were done 
by the apoſtles -- and all they that believed were toge- 
ther, and had all things common. They ſold their 
poſſeſſions and goods, and divided them to all, accord- 
ing as every man had need. And continuing daily 
with one accord in the temple, and breaking bread” 
from houſe to houſe, they took their meat with glad- 
neſs and ſingleneſs of. heart, praiſing God. -- And the 
Lord added daily to their ſociety ſuch as 3 

| | aved.: 
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ſaved. Such was the amiable charaQer: ſuch was 
the chatity and devotion ; ſuch the diſintereſtec neſs of 


_ "theſe firſt converts to Chriſtianity. O when ſhall we 


ſee the like innocent ſimplicity, the ſame concord and 
harmony of hearts, the ſame diſengagements of af- 
fection from the world, and all its cheating riches, 
and lying follies, reign again amongſt Chriſtians ! 
Chap. iv. v. Io, &c. Be it known to you all, 
and to all the people of Iſrael (ſaid Peter landing before 
the Council) that by thename of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt 
of Nazareth, whom you crucified, whom God hath 


| raiſed from the dead, even by him doth this man 


(who was lame from bis motber's womb) ſtand here 
before you whole and ſound. Neither is there ſalva- 
tion in any other. For there is no other name under 
heaven given to men whereby we muſt be ſaved.” 
And ſhall any that profeſs to believe in this name, by 
calling themſelves Chriſtians; promiſe ſalvation to 
ſuch as do not believe in Jeſus Chriſt? This would 
be an error indeed deſtructive of the very fundamen- 
tals of Chriſtianity. v. 32, &c. Now the multitude 
of theſe firſt believers had but one heart, and one ſoul: 
neither did any one ſay that ought of the things which 
he poſſeſſed was his own: but all things were com- 
mon to them, and great grace was in them all.“ O 
this golden age of the church! O this bleſed reign of 

heavenly charity ! | 
Chap. v. v. 12, &c. © By the hands of the apoſtles 
were many ſigns and wonders wrought among the 
people. They brought forth the ſick into the ſtreets 
and laid them on beds and couches, that when Peter 
came, his ſhadow at the leaſt, might overſhadow a- 
ny of them, and they might be delivered from their 
infirmities, &c. See alſo the courage and conſtancy 
of the ſame St. Peter, when he, with the reſt of the 
apoſtles, was ſtanding before the council: and how 
when they were all ſcourged; © v. 41. they went 
from the preſence of the council, rejoicing that they 
h | were 
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were accounted worthy to ſuffer reproach for the 
name of Jeſus.” See Chriſtians, the wonderful change 
the Holy Ghoſt had produced in their ſouls. O how 
happy are they who like theſe Saints rejoice in their 
ſufferings, in confideration of the greater glory of 
God; for the love of God; and in conformity to the 
will of God. See in the two following chapters, 
the ordination, the zeal, and the martyrdom of St. 
Stephen. 

Chap. vi. v. 2, &c. © * Tis not reaſon, ſaid the A. 
poſtles, that we ſhould leave the word of God, and 
ſerve tables. -- Look ye out among you ſeven men -- 
full of the Holy Ghoſt and of wiſdom, whom we 
may appoint over this buſineſs. But we will give our- 
ſelves continualy to prayer and to the miniſtery of the 


world.* Hear ye paſtors of ſouls. The apoſtles would | 
not ſuffer even the works of charity to take them oft | 


from their preaching the word of God: O how much 
leſs, ought any worldly employments or diverſions 
take you off from this eſſential duty of feeding the 
ſheep of Chriſt with the word of Chriſt ? Their con- 


tinual exerciſe was preaching and prayer. Ought not 


this to be alſo the continual exerciſe of all good paſt- 


ors ? | 

Chap. vii. v. 51, &c. © You ſtifneckt, and uncir- 
cumciſed in heart and in ears, ſaid St. Stephen to the 
Fews, you always reſiſt the Holy Ghoſt ; as your fa- 
thers did, ſo do you alfo.* Chriſtians, beware of this 
pernicious evil, of obſtinately reſiſting the calls and 


graces of the Holy Ghoſt : leſt by imitating the Jews 
in their guilt, you fall under the like judgments of 
blindneſs and hardneſs of heart; which are the broad 


road to final impenitence, and eternal reprobation. v. 


59. Lord, lay not this fin to their charge. Was the dy- 
ing prayer of this glorious martyr. O teach us, dear 


Lord, to imitate this his charity. 


Chap. ix. v. 6. Lord, what wilt thou have me to | 


do? Said Saul (when our Lord appeared to him on | 
| ; | bis 
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his way to Damaſcus,) giving himſelf up without 
reſerve, to follow the call, and deſiring to do in all 
things, what our Lord would have him to do. O 
let us often make the like prayer: and with the like 
ſpirit. * v. 15, 16. This man is to me a veſſel of 
election, to carry my name before the Gentiles, &c. 
For I will ſhew him how great things he muſt ſuffer 
for my name's ſake.” Said the Lord to Ananias, 
concerning the convert Saul. Thus the favorites of 
heaven are caled and chofen to the greateſt labors, and 
the greateſt ſufferings. See CH AP. x. the opening 
the gates of the church to the Gentiles (Cornelius 
and his friends) encouraged by heavenly viſions, and 
the effuſion of the Holy Ghoſt: And the further 
propagation of the faith amongſt them. CH Ap. xi, 
xiii, xiv, | 
Chap. xiv. v. 21. Paul and Barnabas paſing thro? 

the cities, where they had preached the goſpel, con- 
firmed the ſouls of the diſciples, exhorting them to 
continue in the faith: feling them, that through ma- 
ny tribulations, we muſt enter into the kingdom of 
50d.* O how often is this truth inculcated? O wel- 
come thofe tribulations, which are to open to us the 
gate of the kingdom of God 

Chap. xvii. v. 27, 28. God is not far from 
every one of us: For in him we live, and move 
and be.“ O let us be always mindful of this 
truth. SON 
Chap. xx. v. 18, &c. You know (ſaidSt. Paul 
to the ancients of the church of Epbeſus from the firſt 
day that I came into Aſia, in what manner I have 
been with you for all the time; ſerving the Lord, 
with all humility, and with tears, and temptations 
(tribulations. -- How I have kept back nothing that 
was profitable to you, but have preached it to you, 
and have taught you publicly, and from houſe to 
houſe: teſtifying both to Jews and Gentiles, peni- 
tence towards God, and faith in our Lord Jeſus Chriſt 
: Bb -- Wherefore 


23  — TheMoraity Romans. 


_ _ --. Wherefore I take you to witneſs this day, that! 

am clear from the blood of you all. For I have not 
ſpared to declare :to you, all the counſel of God. 
Take heed to yourſelves, and to the whole flock, 
wherein the Holy Ghoſt hath placed you biſhops to 
rule the church of God, which he hath purchaſed 
with his own blood. -- Therefore watch, keeping in 
memory that for three years, I ceaſed not with tears 
0 admoniſh every one of you night and day, &c" 
Great leſſons, from the words, and from the exam- 
ple of the apoſtle, to all that have the charge of fouls 


of the diligence with which they ought to acquit 


themſelves of this charge. And a ſerious warning to 
hem to remember what a dreadful account they ſhall 
have ro give of the blood of thoſe fouls that periſh, 
for want of their preaching, inſtructions, or admo- 
.nitions. Hear what the apoſtle adds with regard to 
that. diſinteredneſs, which becomes the miniſters of 
Chriſt. © v. 33, &c. I have not coveted any man's 
ſilyer, or gold, or apparel. You yourſelves know, 
that for ſuch things as were neceſſary for me, and for 
them that are with me, theſe hands have furniſhed. 
J have ſhewed you all things, how that fo laboring 
Fou ought to ſuꝑport the weak : and to remember the 
word of the Lord Jeſus: how he ſaid: It is a more 
bleſed thing to give, rather than to receive.“ O that 
ve all were practicaly convinced of this! 


—Y 1 


The Epiſtle of St. Paul to the 


ROMAN $ 


AHA i. v. 8, 9, &c. © I give thanks to my 
C God, through Jeſus Chriſt, for you all (th: 
faitbful at Rome, ) becauſe your faith is ſpoken of 


* 


in the whole world, &c (Mark the antiquity and = 
> 


GP 
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rity of the Roman faith) God is my witneſs that 

without ceaſing, I make a commemoration of you 
always in my prayers. (See paſtors, in what manner, 
by the example of the apoſile, you ought to pray with- 
out ceaſing for your flocks.) v. 16, 17. F am not a- 
ſhamed of the goſpel. For it is the power of God 
unto ſalvation, &c. For the juſtice of God is reveal- 

ed therein from faith to faith: as it is writen : the 
juſt man liveth by faith.“ (The goſpel preached by 
the apoſtle carried with it the power of God; touching 
and changing the hearts of men, unto their ſaluution. 
It ſet forth tbe juſtice of God, revealing and enforcing 
true holineſs of life and Chriſtian piety, built upon 
the foundation of faith, and particularly infiſting upon” 
a kwing and a lively faith.) v. 18. For the wrath” 


of God is revealed from heaven, ſaith the apoſtle, 


againſt all ungodlineſs and injuſtice of thoſe-men, that 
detain the truth of God in injuſtice.” He ſpeaks of 
the ancient philoſophers, who having arrived fo far” 
as to know the true God; by the contemplation of 
his works, nevertheleſs did not glorify. him,, nor ſerve- 
lim: but v. 21, 22, &c. became vain in their thoughts, 
puff d up with ſelf conceit, and profeſſnig themſelves to 
be wiſe, they became fools :- fo far as to change the glo- 
ry of the incorruptible God, into the likenef, of the 1 
mage of a corruptible man, by giving divine honor to- 
ſenſeleſs idols. In puniſhment of which their perver- 
ſity, and of the pride, of their hearts God withdrew: 
his grace from them; in ſuch manner as to deliver 
them up to the moſt ſhameful paſſions of unnatural 
luſt, as the apoſtle here obferves ; beſides a black liſt 
of other crimes,. of which theſe pretenders to wiſdom- 
(as well as the reſt of the heathens,) were generaly: 
guilty: © being filed, ſays St. Paul, v. 29. with all 
iniquity, malice, fornication, covetouſneſs, envy;- 
murder, contention, deceit, malignity, talebearers, 
detracters, hateful to God, contumelious, proud, 
haughty, inventers of evil things, diſobedient to ga- 
OT es EY rents,. 
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rents, fooliſh, diſſolute, without affection, without 
fidelity, without mercy, who having known the juſt- 
ice of God, did not underſtand, that they who do 
ſuch things are worthy of death: and not only they 
that do them, but they alſo that conſent to them that 
do them.“ If theſe and ſuch like evils were inexcuſa- 
ble in the heathens, and if they were therefore worthy 
of death, even of the ſecond death of eternal damna- 
tion: what ſhall become of Chriſtians, who are ſo 
unhappy as to live in the habitual guilt of any of the 
ke crimes; either commiting them themſelves, or 
conſenting to, or countenancing them, or * any 
ways acceſfary to them in others. O my ſoul, ſee 
thou take care of one at leaſt, by keeping at a diſtance 
from all theſe deadly ſins. LO | 
Chap. ii. v. 1, &c. * Wherefore thou art inexcu- 
ſable, O man whoſoever thou art that judgeſt. For 
wherein thou judgeſt another, thou condemneſt thy- 
felf ; for thou doſt the fame things which thou judg- 
eſt.” This ſentence ſtands out againſt all thoſe who 
are quickſighted in finding out, and ſevere in condemn- 
ing the faults of their neighbours ; whilſt they take 
no care to correct their own diſorders, v. 3, &c. 
And thinkeſt thou this O man, ſays the apoſile, that 
judgeſt them, who do ſuch things, and doſt the ſame 
(or worſe thyſelf,) that thou ſhalt eſcape the judg- 
ment of God? Or deſpiſeſt thou the riches ot his 
goodneſs, and patience and long ſuffering, (who bas 
born ſ% long with thee in thy fins; waiting all the 
while for thy repentance and converſiun whilſ} } accord- 
ing to thy hardneſs, and impenitent heart, thou art 
treaſuring up to thyſelf wrath, againſt the day of 
wrath.” O keep us, dear Lord, from being ever fo 
unhappy as to abule thy patience and goodneſs to our 
greater condemnation. © v. 9, 10, &c, Tribulation 
and anguiſh upon every ſoul of man that worketh e- 
vil. -- But glory, and honor and peace toevery one 
that worketh gocd. For there is no reſpect of perſons 


with 
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with God. O0 it is true, that the workers of evil 


un never be happy even in this world: and the wors 


kers of gegd canot be unbappy. 
Chap. iii. @. 23, Kc. ee Fes and u 
have ſined, and need the glory af God. Being juſti- 


| fied freely by his grace, through the redemption that 


is in Jeſus Chriſt; wham God hath ſet forth to be a 
propitiation through faith in his blood, &c.“ See 
here, m 5 ſoul, that thy ju/Uification, by which thay 
waſt tranſlated from the ſtate of fin to the ſtate gf: 
grace, and from the power of ſatan to Gad, was a free 
25 of the divine mercy and goodneſs, merited for 
thee by the blood of thy Redeemer : for which thay - 
art bound 40 return him perpetual praiſe and love. 
Ang as amongſt the aQs, by which his divine clemen- 

cy 4iſpoſes the ſoul for the grace of juſtification, the 
FAY is /a4th in the death and paſſion gf our Redeem- 


er, which is the foundation of all the reſt (viz. of 


fear, of hope, af love apd of repentance,) therefore 
does the Apoſtle mare particularly attribute our juſtifi- 
cation to faith. And therefore, that devotion which 
has for its object, the paſſion of the Son of God, is 
recommended as the beſt of devgtians, as being moſt 
2 to God, and moſt profitable to Chriſtian 

U 

Chap. v. p. 1, 2, &c. Therefore being now juſti- 
fied by faith, we (who before auere at zuar,) have 
peace with. God. through Jeſus Chriſt. By wham allo - 
we have acceſs thro? Faith into. this grace wherein Ne 
ſtand (at preſent) and glory in, the hope af (arrivi 
* at the glory of the ſous af God. (O det at 
1 a nd glory he given to bim abo is the aut bor of * 
Al ow Ju, and the giver £4 all god gifts 21 And nat 
only do, but we glory allo in tribulation, knowing | 
that tribulation.warketh patience ; and palience iryal ; - 
and trial hope: and hope confoundeth not; becauſe 
the. gharitꝝ / the loue) of God. is poured, abrqad i in dur 
ae, by * Holy 22 Abe . % u52-" * 


See 


— 
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See my ſoul, into how much good thou mayſt be 
| introduced by tribulation, through the gate of patience 
| © v. 8, &c. God commendeth his charity towards us, 


becauſe when as yet we were ſiners (and enemies of 
Cod) Chriſt died for us: much more therefore being 
now juſtified ſhall we be faved from wrath through 
him. For if when we were enemies, we were recon- 
ciled to God, by the death of his Son: much more 
being reconciled ſhall we be ſaved by his life. (O what 
grounds of bope ? O infinite charity!) v. 12. Where- 
fore as by one man (the firſt Adam, our fatber accord- 
ing to the fleſh) ſin entered into this world, and by 
$n death: and ſo death paſed upon all men, in whom 
all have fined," viz. in that original tranſgreſſion, 
which was the ſin of the world (John i. 29.) So in 
like manner, as the apoſtle abundantly declares, in 
this and many other places; by one man alfo, the ſe- 
cond Adam, who is our father according to the ſpir- 
it; mercy, grace, life, and all other good things 
came down to us, for our eternal ſalvation. O bleſ- 
ed be this our great deliverer ! Hence the apoſtle con- 
cludes © v. 20. 21. that where {in abounded, grace 
hath abounded more : that as fin hath reigned unto 
death, ſo alſo grace might reign, by juſtice unto e- 
yerlaſting life, thro' Jeſus Chriſt our Lord.“ O when 
mall this bleſed reign of grace put a final end to the 
yohappy reign of fin! 
Chap. vi. v. 2, &c. © How ſhall we that are dead 
ta ſin {as all Chriflians ought to be, in conſequence of 
Heir baptiſm) live any longer therein. Know you 
not that all we who are baptized in Chriſt Jeſus, are 
babtized in his death. For we are buried together 
with him by baptiſm unto death : that- as Chriſt is 
riſen from the dead - fo we alſo may walk in newneſs 
| - of life. - Knowing this that our old man (of ſin, and 
bat unhappy corruption, which we have inherited 
rem Adam) is crucified with him, that the body of 
1 may de-deftroyed, and that we may ſerve fin no 


| 
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longer. -- Knowing alſo that Chriſt riſing again from 
the dead, dieth now no more, death ſhall no more- 
have dominion over him -- ſo do you alſo reckon your- 
felves to be dead to fin, but alive to God in Chriſt 
Jeſus our Lord. Let not fin therefore reign in your 
mortal body, ſo as to obey the Juſts thereof, &c.” 
O how happy ſhall we be if we imitate the death and 
reſurrection of Chrift, in ſuch manner as to die to fin, 
and riſe with him to a new life, which henceforward 
may know no death] For tbe wages of ſin is death: 
but the grace of God everlaſting life in Chrifl Teſus 
eur Lord. | | 

Chap. viii. v. 1. Tbere is now no condemnation to. 
them that are in Chriſt Jeſus, who walk not according 
to the fleſb (by conſenting to the diſorderly motions of 
paſſion or luſt; of which the apoſtle had complained 
m the foregoing chapter: for though theſe by a figure 
of ſpeech are caled fn; inaſmuch as they come from 
original fin; and draw to ſin, if not reſiſted : yet where 
there is no degree of conſent, they neither bring a- 
long with them the proper guilt of fin, nor the con- 
demnation which follows this guilt.) v. 6, &c. The 
wiſdom of the fleſh (by which the mind is ſet upon the 
things of the fleſh) is death : but the wiſdom of the pi. 
rit (by which the mind is ſet upon the things of the 
ſpirit} is life and peace. For the wiſdom of the 
fleth is an enemy to God: for it is not ſubject to the 
law of God. -- And they who are in the fleſh (tbe un 
mortified followers of the ſb cannot pleaſe God. But 
you are not in the fleſh, but in the ſpirit, if ſo be that 
the Spirit of God dwell in you. Now if any man 
have not the Spirit of Chriſt, he is none of his.“ O 
dear Lord let this heavenly Spirit always dwell/in us : 
Let us live by this ſpirit : let us walk by this Spirit, 
and by this Spirit let us ever mortify the deeds of the 
fleſh; and we ſhalt be ſure to live for ever. © v. 12, 
&c. Therefore brethren we are debtors, not to the 
fleſh (our mortal enemy} io live after the fleſh : ** 
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if you live after the fleſh, you ſhall die { you H 
periſb eternaly) but if by the ſpirit you mortify the 
deeds of the fleſh, you ſhall live (for euer.) For who- 
ſoever are led by the Spirit of God, they are the Sons 
of God. -- And it ſons, heirs alſo, heirs indeed of God 
and joint-heirs with Chriſt: Yet fo if we ſuffer with 
him {mark this condition) that we may be alſoglori- 
fied with him. For I reckon that the ſufferings of 
this prefent time, are not worthy to he compared 
with the glory to come, that ſhall be revealed in us, 
&c. (Attend my foul to theſe great truths.) v. 26. The 
Spirit alſo helpeth our infirmity. For we know not 
what we ſhould pray for, as we ought, but the Spi- 
rit hienſelf aſketh for us with unſpeakable groanings 

enfpiring-us, teaching ws, and aſſiſting us to pray.) 
944 &c. We know that to — love God, | 
all things work together unto good. For whom he 
foreknew, the alſo preordained to be made confonma- 
ble to the image of his Son (in their dives, and in their - 
ſufferings) that he might be the ſirſt- born amongſt | 
many brethren. What ſhall we then jay to theſe 
things ? If God be for us who is againſt us? He that 
ſpared not even his own Son, but delivered him up 
for us all; how hath he not alſo with him given us 
all things? &c.* See here, my ſoul, what preſing 
motives thou haſt to give glory to thy God, all thy 
life long, and for all eternity: and :to cry out with 
the apoſtle. v. 35, &c. Who then ſhall ſeparate us 
from the love of Chriſt? Shall tribulation? Or di- 
ſtreſs ? Or ,perſecution? Or the ſword ? In all 
theſe things we overcome, becauſe of him that hath 
loved us. For I am ſure that neither death nor liſe - 
nor things preſent nor things to come - nor any crea- 
ture whatſoever ſhall be able to ſeparate us from the 
| Jove of God, which is in Jeſus Chriſt our Lord? 
O Chriſtians that. theſe thele were always: our diſ- 
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Chap. xi. v. 20, &c. Thou flandeſt by faith (the 
apoſtle ſpeaks to the converts amongſt the Gentiles, 
who had been engrafted into the ſtock, inſtead of the 
Jews, who had been cut off) be not bigb- minded, but 
fear. © For if God hath not ſpared the natural bran- 
ches, leſt perhaps alſo he ſpare not thee. See then 
the goodneſs and ſeverity of God: towards them in- 
deed that are falen, the ſeverity ; but towards thee 
the goodneſs of God, if thou abide in goodneſs, other- 
wiſe thou alfo ſhalt be cut off. And they alfoif they 
abide not in unbelief, ſhall be grafted in, &c:* (See 
here ye ju, who by grace are grafted in Chriſt, and 
at preſent land by faith, that you are not to be bigh- 
minded, or conceited of your 1 ſecured, by your 
believing your ſelves juſtified, from the danger of being 
cut 1 and periſhing to eternity: And therefore the 
apoſtle would have you to fear; left you ſhould fall 
from the grace and goodneſs of God ; and experience 
the ſeverity of his judgments. O how much then 
are they to be pitied, who inſtead of embracing and 
cultivating this humble fear, recommended by St, 
Paul, make it a point of conſcience to exclude all 
fear from the juſtified Chriſtiau. Alas! how ſadly 
are theſe new ſectaries falen both from the belief and 
the practice of the Saints! * v. 33, &c. O the depth 
of the riches, of the wiſdom, and of the knowledge 
of God! How incomprehenſible are his judgments : 
and how unſearchable are his ways? For who hath 
known the mind of the Lord ? Or who hath been his 
counſelor ? Or who hath firſt given to him, and re- 
compence ſhall be made him? For of him, and by him 
and in him, are all things: to him be glory for ever. 
Amen.“ O my foul, ſee thou always fear and love this 
great God: but dive not into his judgments : nor pre- 
tend to know his ſecrets: only laber with all thy pow- 
er to make thy election ſure, © in faith and good 
works, (2 Peter i. 10.) and to work out thy ſalvation 
with fear and trembling. Philip. ii. 12, 

Chap. 
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Chop. Xii. v. 1, 2, &c. I beſeech you brethren 
by the mercy of God (O tbe moſt endearing motive ! ) 
that you preſent your bodies a living ſacrifice (by 
awholy dedicating them to the ſervice of God) holy, 
pleaſing to God. And be not conformed to this World; 
but be ye reformed in the newneſs of your mind : 


that you may prove, what is the good, and the ac- 


ceptable, and the perfe& will of God (and make this 
tbe rule of your lives and actiont) - not to be more 
wiſe than it behoveth to be wiſe (by ſelf- concert and 
preſumption) but to be wiſe unto ſobriety, &c. Let 
love be without diſſimulation. Hating that which is 
evil, cleaving to that which is good. Loving one a- 
nother with brotherly love; in honor preventing one 
another. In carefulneſs not ſlothful; In ſpirit fer- 
vent: ſerving the Lord, rejoicing in hope: patient 
in tribulation: inſtant in prayer. Communicating 
to the neceſſities of the Saints: purſuing hoſpitality. 
Bleſs them that perſecute you: bleſs, and curſe not. 
Rejoice with them that rejoice ; weep with them 
that weep. Be of one mind one towards another. 
Mind not high things but condeſcend to the humble 
(or to things that are low.) Be not wiſe in your own 
conceits. Render to no man evil for evil: Provide 
things good, not only in the fight of God, but alſo in 


the ſight of all men. If it be poſſible, as much as 


is in you, have peace with all men. Not re- 
venging yourſelves, my dearly beloved--for it is writ- 


en. Revenge is mine, and I will repay, ſaith the 


Lord. But if thy enemy be hungry, give him to 
eat, &c. Be not overcome by evil, but overcome 
evil by good.“ Lord teach us in practice all theſe 
excelent leſſons, of Chriſtian morality. 

Chap. xiii. v. 1, &c. © Let every bel be ſubject 
to higher powers: for there is no power but from 
God: and thoſe that are, are ordained of God. 
Therefore he that reſiſteth the power, reſiſteth the 
ordinance of God: and they that reſiſt purchaſe to 

| . themſelves 
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themſelves damnation. (Hear, Chriſtian ſouls, and 
ſubmit yourſelves to Bigber powers, and to all that 
have authority over you from God. To obey your 
lawful ſuperiors, both in church and in ſtate, is an 
indiſpenſible duty; *tis a fundamental point of Chri- 
ſtian morality.) v. 5. 6. &c. Wherefore be ſubject of 
neceſſity, not only for ( fear of their) wrath, but 
for conſcience ſake. --- Render to all men their dues. 
Tribute to whom tribute is due : cuſtom to whom 
cuſtom : fear to whom fear : honor to whom hon- 
or. Owe no man any thing, but to love one ano- 
ther. For he that loveth his neighbour hath fulfil- 
ed the law.---The love of our neighbour worketh on 
evil. Love therefore is the fulfilling of the law. (O 
bleſed charity ? O how much is this great duty of 
loving one another inculcated in the word of God.) 
v. 11. &c. It is now the hour for us to ariſe (to a- 
wake) from ſleep: For now our falvation is nearer 
than when we firſt believed. The night (of this life 
is far ſpent) is paſed; and the day is at hand. Let 
us therefore caſt off the works of darkneſs, and put 
on the armor of light. Let us walk honeſtly, (de- 
cently) as in the day, not in reveling and drunkeneſs, 
not in chambering and impurities ; not in ſtrife and 
envy : But put ye on the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and 
make no proviſion for the fleſh in its luſts.” The 
reading of theſe lines at once determined St. Auſtin, 
to renounce for ever the world, the fleſh, and the 
devil; and to dedicate himſelf eternaly to divine 
love, O that it might produce ſome ſuch like effects 
in all readers ! | | 
Cnap. xiv. v. 4, &c. * Who art thou that judgeſt 
the ſervant of another, (even of the great God, 
who is the maſter of us all, and to whom all judg- 
ment belongs.) Tis to his own Lord he ſtands, or 
falls: and he ſhall ſtand; for God is able to make 
him ſtand. None of us hveth to himſelf ; aud no 
one dieth to himſelf. For whether we live, we live 
unto 
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unto the Lord; or whether we die, we die unto the fe 


Lord. Therefore whether we live, or whether we al 

die, we are the Lords. (O that all Chriftians had in 

this way of thinking J) For to this end Chriſt died, in 

and roſe again, that he might be Lord both of the af 

dead and of the living. But thou, why judgeſt thou ſi 

thy brother? or thou, why doft thou deſpiſe thy L 

| brother ? For we ſhall all ſtand before the judgment u 
| ſeat of Chriſt,---and every one of us ſhall render an ſu 
account to God for himſelf: Let not then our good al 

(our chriſtian liberty) be evil ſpoken of. For the of 
kingdom of God is not meat and drink: but juſtice ke 

and peace, and joy in the Holy Ghoſt, (is to make our fr 

ſouls bappy.) Therefore let us follow after the things ſi 

| that are of peace: and keep the things that are of edi- b 
| fication one towards another, &c. Happy they who t] 
always follow in practice theſe great leſſons of pru- 0 

dence and charity ! t 


_ Chap. xv. v. 1, &c. * We that are ſtronger ought 2 
| to bear the infirmities of the weak: and not to ſeek to 0 
pleaſe ourſelves. Let every one of you pleaſe his f 
neighbour unto good, to i", or or Chriſt did I 
not pleaſe himſelf, &c. v. 4. The things that are 
writen, are writen for our inſtrution: that thro? pa- 
tience, and the comfort ot the ſcriptures, we may 
have hope. Now the God of patience and of com- 
fort grant you to be of one mind one towards ano- 
ther, --- that with one mind, and with one mouth 
you may glorify God, &c. Wherefore receive (and 
ſupport) one another, as Chriſt has received you.“ O 
teach us, Lord this mutual charity and perfect una- 
mmity. 3 | | 
Chap. xvi. v. 17, 18, &c. * I beſeech you, bre- - t 
thren, to mark them, who make diſſenſions and of- 
| fences ( /ſebiſms and hereſiet) contrary to the doctrin 
which you have learnt (tbe faith firſt delivered to the 
faints,) and to avoid them. For they that are ſuch, 
ſerve not Chriſt our Lord: but their own belly (ber 
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innocent.” A neceſſary warning at all times is this 


againſt falſe teachers and ſeducers; who may be ea- 
ſily known by theſe marks, given by the apoſtle; of 


making diſſenſions, in the church, and drawing away 


unwary Chriſtians, from their ordinary paſtors, the 
ſucceſſors of the apoſtles, to follow their novelties, 
and new raiſed communions; of cauſing diſturbances, 
offences and ſcamlals amongſt chriſtian people, by 
teaching doctrins contrary to what they bad learnt 
from the church: of ſerving not Chrift our Lord, in 
ſincerity, kumility, poverty of ſpirit, meekneſs, o- 
bedience and charity ; but rather ſerving and ſeeking 
themſelves ever intent on their own honor, pleaſure, 


or worldly gain; and by pleaſing ſpeeches, inſinuating 


themſelves into the favor and affection of many, to 
gain them over to their party, for their worldly ends. 
Chriſtians, beware of thele falſe prophets : by their 
fruits yen ſhall know them. St. Matthew vil. 15, 


* 


The Firſt Epiſtle to the Cokix- 
\ THIANS,, 


HAP. i. v. 18, 19, &c. The word of the 
croſs (of Chriſt : the preaching of a crucified God) 
to them indeed that periſh, is fooliſnneſs: but 
to them that are ſaved, that is to us, it is the power 
ot God. For it is writen: [ will deſtroy the wiſdom 
of the wiſe, Fc. Hath not God made fooliſh the 
wiidom of this world? For ſeeing that in (Chriſt who 
is the wiſdom of God, the world by its wiſdom knew 
not God; it pleaſed God by the fooliſhneſs (as abe 
| C c world 


289 
ſenſual appetite, their carnal inclinations, their pride 
and vain glory, or their worldly lucre,) and by pleaſ- 
ing ſpeeches, and good words, ſeduce the hearts of the 
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world efteems it) of our preaching, to ſave them that 
believe. For both the Jews require ſigns, and the 
Grecks ſeek. after wiſdom: But we preach Chriſt cru- 
cified, to the Jews indeed a ſtumbling block, and to 
the Gentiles ſooliſhneſs: but to them that are caled 
both Jews and Greeks, Chriſt the power of God, 
and the wiſdom of God. v. 27, & c. The fooliſh 
things of the world hath-God choſen, that he may 
confound the wiſe: and the weak things of the world 
hath God choſen, that he may conſound the ſtrong: 
and the baſe things of the world, and the things 
that are contemptible, hath God choſen, and the 
things that are not, that he might bring to nought 
the things that are: that no fleſh ſhould glory in his 
fight. But of him are you in Chriſt Jeſus, who of 
God is made unto us wiſdom, and juſtice and ſancti- 
hcation, and redemption, chat as it is writen, he that 
gloneth may glory in the Lord.” O the wonders of 
the wiſdom, and of the power of God, in bringing 
about the converſion of the world, and the eſtabliſii- 
ment of Chriſt's kingdom upon earth, by ways ſo 
oppoſit to worldly pride, and to all the maxims of 
fleſh and blood! O my foul, learn thou to be ever 
little and humble, and contormahte to the croſs of 
Chriſt; if thou defireſt that God ſhould do * things 
by dice, or for the. 

Cbap. ii. v. 1, &c. And 1 eee when I 
came among you, came not in loftineſs of ſpeech, or 

of (human) wiſdom, - For I judged not myſelf to no, 
any thing among you but Jeſus Chriſt, and him cru- 
cified. (O give me, Lord, this bleſed. tnowledee ; ; and 
Jet me be ignorunt of all #binge elſe!) And Twas with 
you in weakneſs and in fear, &c. And my ſpeech and 
my preaching was not in the perſuaſive words of hu- 
man wiſdom; but in ſhewing of the ſpirit and of 
Power. That your faith might not ſtand on the wiſ- 
_ of men, but on the power of God. Howbeit, 
wo FOS witdom — the perfect ; yet not the 


wiſdom 
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wiſdom of this world, neither of the princes (the rul- 
ers) of this world, who come to nought. But we 
ſpeak the wiſdom of God in 4 myſtery which none of 
the princes of this world knew]; for it they had known 
it, they would never have crucified the Lord of glo- 

„ But as it is writen that, eye hath not feen, nor 
car heard, neither hath it entered into the heart of man 
what things God hath prepared for them that love 
him. O give us, dear Lord, this true wiſdom, and 
we ſhall be wife indeed. 

| Chap. iii. v. 16, &. Know you not, that you 
are the temple ol God, and that the Spirit of God 
dweleth in you. Now if any man violate the temple 
of God, him will God deſtroy. ' For the temple of 
God is holy; which you are. Let no man deceive 
himſelf: if any man among you ſeem to be wife in 
this world. Let him become {what the dbl vu 
call) a fool, that he may be wiſe indeed, For the wiſ- 
dom of this world is fooliſhneſs with God.” O how 
happy then, how truly «viſe are they, whom the 
world eſteems fools; becauſe they ' deſpiſe and con- 
demn 22 lying follies of this deluded and ny 
world 

Chap. iv. v. 1, 2, &c. Let a man oe account 
of us (paſlors and teachers) as of the miniſters of Chriſt 
and the diſpenſers (the flewards) of the myſteries (and 
ſacraments) of Chriſt. (O the ſublime office and caling) 
Here now it is required among the diſpenſers, that a 
man be found faithſu}! But to me it is a very ſmall 
thing to be judged (and condemned) by you, or by 
man's day, -- For I am not conſcious to mylelt of any 
thing: yet am I not hereby juſtified. For he that 
judgeth is the Lord. Therefore judge not before the 
time; until the Lord come, who both will bring to 
light the hiden things of darkneſs; and will make ma- 
nifeſt the counſels ot hearts; and then ſhall every man 
have his praiſe from God.“ In the mean time let no 
man glory in his own gifts; or the talents of his 

G teachers. 
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teachers. For who diſtinguiſheth thee, ſays the 
Apoſtle, v. 7. Or what haſt thou, that thou haſt not 
received! And if thou haſt received, why doſt thou 
glory, as if thou hadſt not received it?? O Chriſtians 
learn from hence, neither raſhly to judge, or condemn 
the miniſters of Chriſt; nor yet to take occaſion 
from their learning or eloquence, or any other excel- 
encies, of vain glorious contentions or diſſenſions a- 
bout them. For theſe were the faults which the A- 
poſtle here reprehends in the Corinthians. 

Chap. v. v. 6, 7, &c. Know you not that a 


little leaven corrupteth the whole lump. Purge a- 


way the old leaven, that you may be a new paſte, as 
you are unleavened. For Chriſt is ſacrificed to be 
our paſch, (our paſebal lamb, on whom we are te feed) 
Therefore let us feaſt (on him) not with the old leav- 
en, nor with the leaven of malice and wickedneſs; 
but with the unleavened bread of ſincerity and truth.“ 
Yes, Chriſtians, theſe are the diſpoſitions, - with 
which we ought to approach to our great paſſover. 
(Cap. vi. v. 9, &c. Know you not that the 
unjuſt ſhall not poſſeſs the kingdom of Ged! Do not 
err, (do not deceive yourſelves) neither fornicators, nor 
idolaters, nor adulterers, & c. (nor ſuch as defile them 
ſelves or others with unnatural luſt,) nor thieves, nor 


covetous, nor drunkards, nor railers, nor extortioners 
ſhall poſſeſs the kingdom of God.“ O no, the porti- 


en of all theſe is in the pit, burning with fire and 


brimſtone, which is the ſecond death. Let not then 
any of theſe abominations be found in the inheritance 
of the Lord. © v. 19, 20. Know you not Chriſti- 
ans, that your bodies are the temples of the Holy 
Ghoſt, who is in you, whom you have from God; 
(ſee then you defile them not with Jufl.) And you are 
not your own, tor you are bought (you have been pur- 
chaſed by the Son of God, ) with a great price. Glori- 
fy then, and bear (carry) God in your bodies. 


Chap. 
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Chap. vii. Contains great leflons, both for the 
married, and ſor the unmarried. To them that are 
married, the Apoſtle inculcates the divine precept, of 
not departing from one another; and of rendering to 
one another the due benevolence, of the marriage 
debt. To the unmarried, he recommends the great 


advantages, of continuing in the ſtate oſ celibacy or 


virginity ; more efpecialy becauſe it enables Chriſtians 
to attend upon the ſervice of the Lord without impedi- 
ment, and without having their hearts divided, and : 
diſtracted: by worldly ſolicitudes.. v. 29, &c. This 
therefore I ſay, brethren, the time is ſhort: it re- 
maineth that they allo who have wives, be, as if they 
had none: and: they that weep as if they wept not: 
and they that rejoice as if they rejoiced not: and they 
that buy as if they poſſeſſed not: and they that uſe 
this world, as if: they.uſed-it not: for the faſhion of 
this world paſeth away. But I would have you to be 
without ſolicitude. He that is without a wife, is ſoli- 
citous for the things that belong to the Lord; how he 
may pleaſe God. But he that is with a wife, is ſo- 
licitous for. the. things of the world; how he may 
pleaſe his wife, and he-is divided. How flrongly does 
this doctrin plead for the celibacy of the clergy ! ſo al. 
fo the unmarried woman and the virgin thinketh on 
the things. of the Lord, that ſne may be holy both 
in body and in ſpirit: But ſhe that is married thinketh 
on the things of the world, how ſhe may pleaſe her 
huſband, v. 38. &c Therefore he that giveth his 
virgin in marriage doth well, and he that giveth her 
not, doth better. A woman is bound by the law, of 
marriage as long as her huſband lweth-: but if her 
huſband die ſhe. is at liberty, to marry to whom ſhe 
will, only in the Lord in hs communion of the church - 
of chriſt. But more bleſed ſhall: ſhe be, if ſhe fo re- 
main, unmarried according to my counſel: and I think 
that I alſo have in giving this counſel ibe direction of 
the Spirit of God.“ Such are the di kaltes of the 
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oy Ghoſt, with regard to a married, and a ſingle 
SF „ 
| Chap, viii. v. 1, 2, &c. Knowledge pufeth up 
(them that are ſelf-conceited ; and who build upon 
their own lights or talents) but charity edifreth, (not 
leeking to be eſteemed or praiſed for learning and know- 
ledge; but rather to ſay, and to do at all times ſuch 
things as are moſt for the edification of ones neigh- 
bours.) And if any man think that he knoweth any thing 
(fo as to be pufed up with the conceit of his own 
knowledge.) he hath not yet known (either God or 
himſelf ) as he ought to know. But if any man love 
God, the ſame is known by him.“ O give me, dear 
Lord, this happy knowledge, the ſcience of the Saints 
v. 9. But take heed leſt perhaps your liberty (which you 
take of eating meats offered to idols, upon an opinion 
you have of your knowledge,) become a ſtumbling 
Bach, (a ſcandal) to the aweak. v. 11. And through 
thy knowledge the weak brother ſhould periſh for whom 
Chriſt died, (who died for all.) v. 13. Wherefore if 
_ eating meat (however lawful in itſelf ſhould) ſcanda- 
lize my brother (by being an occaſion of his faling into 
fin,) I will never ont fleſh, leſt I ſhould ſcandalize my 
zretber Chriſtians ſee with what diligence you ought 
to avoid the dreadful evil of giving ſcandal to the 
weak: and thereby occaſioning them to loſe their 
fouls. 

| Chap. ix. v. 19, &c. © Whereas I was free as to 
all, I made myſelf the ſervant of all, /ays tbe Apo- 
file, that J might gain the more (/ouls to God.) And 
I became---all things to all men, that I might ſave 
all. And I do all things for the Goſpel's ſake, that I 
may be made partaker thereof. (See here, ye mini- 
ſters of Chriſt, a glorious example of a diſintereſted 
zeal and charity for ſouls, ſet before you by St. Paul, 
for your imitation. Now hear what follows. v. 24 
&c. Know you not that they that run in the race' 
all indeed run, but one (only) receiveth the ou : 
| | un 
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Run ye ſo, that you may obtain it. And every one 
that ſtriveth for the maſtery (in the public games, 
refraineth himſelf from all things, (from all intempe- 
rance and luft,) and they indeed do it, that they may 
receive a corruptible crown, but we / mufl do it) for 
an incorruptible one. TI therefore ſo run, not as at 
an uncertainty, (not at random, but with my eye 
always fixed upon the prize, and preſing forward to- 
wards it, with all my might.) I ſo fight, not as one 
beating the air: but I chaſtiſc my own body, and 
bring it into ſubjection, left perhaps after having 
preached to others, I myſelf ſhould become a caſt a- 
way.* Chriſtians, let us all learn to tollow this great 
example; and labor with the Apoſtle to work out 
our ſalvation, with fear, with diligence, and with 
humility. 
Chap. x. v. 12, &c. © Let him that thinketh him- 
ſelf to ſtand, take heed leſt he fall.---God is faithful, 
who will not ſuffer you to be tempted above your 
ſtrength : but will make (in your favor) when the 
temptation ſha/l come upon you, the iſſue bappy, that 
you may be able to e/cape, or to bear with it. v. 31, 
&c. Therefore whether you eat, or drink, or what- - 
ſoever elſe you do, do all to the glory of God. Give 
no offence to any, as I alſo (cet to) pleaſe all men 
in all things; not ſeeking that which is profitable to 
mylelf, but to many; that they may be ſaved.” (O 
how happy are they who after this manner in all oc- 
caſions, and above all things, ſeek the glory of God, 
and the ſalvation of ſouls ! 
- Chap. kli. v. 1, 2, &c. If I ſpeak with the 
tongues,of men and of Angels,-and have not charity, 
I am become as a ſounding brafs, or a tinkling cym- 
bal. And if I ſhould have prophecy, and ſhould 
know all myſteries, and all knowledge: and if I. 
ſhould have all faith, fo that I could remove moun- 
tains, and have not "charity, I am nothing. And if 
I thould diſtribute all my goods to ſèed the * 
a 
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and if I ſhould deliver my body to be burned, and 
have not charity, it profiteth me nothing.“ O my 
| ſoul, dread thou then the loſs of charity, above all o- 

ther loſes, and above all other evils. None of the gifts 
of God, not even his moſt miraculous graces, can 
ever bring thee to God, if charity be wanting: faith 
itſelf, and all other virtues are dead without charity, 
But where charity comes, ſhe brings along with her 
the whole train of other virtues. v. 4, &c. Cha- 
rity is patient, ſhe is kind, (bountiful and benevelent) 
charity envieth not, dealeth not perverſely : is not 
pufed up (but humble): is not ambitious, is not-ſelfiſh; 
is not eaſily provoked to anger; thinketh no evil (x 
not jealous. or ſuſpicisus) rejoiceth not in iniquity (in 
any evil or harm of another) but rejoiceth with the 
truth (in all that is good and right) charity beareth 
all things, believeth all things, hopeth all things, en- 
dureth all things, &c.“ My foul, doſt thou find all 
theſe fruits in thee ? If fo, all is well. If not, thou 
haſt reaſon to fear a want of charity: And what 
muſt become of thee, if charity be wanting to thee ? 
Chap. xiv. v. 34, 35, &c. Let women keep ſt- 
lence in.the churches : for it is not permited to them 
to ſpeak, &c. For it is a ſhame for a Woman to 
ſpeak in the church.---If any man ſeem to be a pro- 
phet, or ſpiritual (endowed: with- the gifts of the boly 
Spirit) let him know the things that L write to you, 
that they are the commandments of the Lord. But 
if any man know not, he ſhall not be known (nor ac. 
knowledged by the Lord.) v. 40. Let all things be done 
decently. and according to order.” By this doctrin 
of an inſpired Apoſtle, it is demonſtrated, that the 
Spirit which moves women to preach in any church 


or congregation, is not the Spirit of God. 
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The ſecond Epiſtle fo the Co- 


KINTHIANS, 


HAP. i. v. 3, 4, &c. © Bleſed be the Ged and 

Father of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, the Father of 

all mercies, and the God of all comfort : who 
comforteth us in all our tribulation ; that we alſo 
may be able to comfort them, who are in all diſtreſs 
---For as the ſufferings of Chriſt abound in us; ſo 
alſo through Chriſt doth our comfort abound.--- That 
our hope for you may be ſtedfaſt; knowing that as 
you are partakers of the ſufferings, ſo ſhall you be 
alſo of the conſolation.” (O bleſed indeed be that in- 
nite goodneſs of our God, who thus ſeafons with 
his heavenly comforts, the light and momentary croſ- 
es and afflitions of his faithful ſervants!) v. 22, 23. 
Who alſo hath confirmed us in Cbriſt; and hath a- 
nointed us, (with the ſweet unction of his grace) who 
bath ſealed us ; and given us the fledge of his Spirit 
in our hearts (by the ſacrament of confirmation.) 

Chap. iii. v. 4, 5. We have confidence thro” 
Chriſt, towards God : not that we are ſufficient to 
think any thing of ourſelves, as of ourſelves; but 
our ſufficiency is frora God.“ O in him indeed 
we can do all things: but without him we can de 
nothing! 

Chap. iv. v. 1, 2, &c. Therefore ſeeing we have 
this miniſtration (this glorious miniftery of the New 
Teſtament} according as we have obtained mercy 
(that is by the free gift of the mercy of God) we 
taint not. But we renounce the hiden things of 
diſhoneſty (the diſgraceful methods ſuggeſted by an 
artful ſelf-ſeeking, or by the love of worldly lucre) 
not walking in craſtineſs, nor. adulterating _—_ 
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of God; but by manifeſtation of the truth, com- 
mending ourſelves to every man's conſcience, in the 
ſight of God.“ (O ſuch ought all preachers to be 
Perfectly diſintereſted; and ſeeking nothing but pure- 
ly God; and the ſalvation of ſouls ; and manifeſting 
by their whole conduct the truth of theſe difpoſitions.) 
V. 3, &c. Ard if our goſpel be alſo hid, (if notwith- 
ſtanding the ſincerity and truth of our preaching, 
many chooſe to remain in their infidelity, and in their 
vices : *tis not our fault, but their own) it is hid to 
them that are loft, in whom the God of this world 
(the love of the work! and its luſts) hath blinded thcir 
minds that the light of the goſpel of the glory of 
Chriſt---ſhould not ſhine unto them. For we preach 
not up ourſelves, but Jefus Chriſt our Lord: and 
ourſelves your ſervants through ſeſus. For God who 
commanded (in the fir/? creation) the light to ſhine 


forth out of darkneſs; hath ſhined forth in our 


hearts; to give (out, through our miniſtery) the light 
of tlie knowledge of the glory of God, in the face 
of Chrift Jeſus. But we have this treaſure in ear- 
then veſſels (being encompaſled with infirmity in theſe 
mortal bodies) that the excelency may be of the 
wer of God, and not of us.---Always bearing a- 
out in our body the mort:fication of Jeſus, that 
the life alfo of Jelus may be made maniteſt in our 
bodies.---Knowing that he who raiſed up Jeſus, will 
raiſe up us alſo, with Jefus, and place us with you. 


---For which cauſe we faint not (under our tribula- 


lations) 'but though our outward man (this mortal 
body) is eorrupted (daily decays) yet the inward man 
is renewed (gains new vigor) day by day. For that 
which is at preſent momentary and light of our tri- 


bulation worketh for us above meaiure exceedingly 
an eternal weight of glory: while we look not at the 


things which are ſeen (in this world) but at the things 
which are not ſeen. For the things which are ſeen 
are temporal; but the things which are not ſeen are 5 
10 | ternal. 
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ternal.“ O my ſoul, that we had always the ſame 
way of thinking, as had this bleſed Apoſtle! 
Chap. v. v. I, 2, &c. * We know if our earthly 
houſe of this habitation (in the body) be diſſolved by 
death) that we have a building of God, a houſe not 
made with hands eternal in heaven. For in this alſo 
we groan (in the midſt of the labors and ſorrows of 
our mortal pilgrimage) deſiring to be cloathed upon 
with our habitation that is from heaven---that. That 
which is mortal may he ſwallowed up by life. Now 
he that maketh us for this very thing, is God, who 
hath given us the pledge of the Spirit. Therefore 
having always confidence knowing that while we are 
in the body, we are abfent from the Lord: for we 
walk by faith, and not by fight : we are confident T 
ſay and have a good will, to be abſent rather from the 
body, and to be preſent with the Lord. And there- 
fore we labor, whether abſent, or- preſent to pleaſe 
him.“ (See my ſoul, if thefe be thy ſentiments, and 
thy diſpoſitions.) For we muſt all (after our depar- 
ture from the body) be manifeſted before the judg- 
ment ſeat of Chriſt, that every one may receive the 
proper things of the body (the reward or puniſhment, 
for what he hath done, whilſt in the body) according 
as he hath done, whether good or evil. (Sweet Je- 
ſus, do thou prepare us for this great appearance) 
v. 14. &c. The charity of Chriſt preſeth us (as the 
Apoſtle goes on) judging this, that if one died for all, 
then all were dead. And Chriſt died for all: that 
they alſo who live, may not now live to themſelves, 
but to him, who died for them. and roſe again. (O 
the preſing motive to give ourſelves up without re- 
ſerve, io divine love, -viz. the charity of Chriſt for 
us, in dying to deliver us from eternal death, and to 
bring us to eternal life.) v. 17, &c. If then any be in 
Chriſt (et him be) a new creature: the old things are 
paſed away: behold all things are made new (through 
Chriſt)---For God indeed was in Chriſt reconciling 
the 
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the world to himſelf---and he hath placed in us (the 
apoſtles and paſtors of the church) the word of re- 
conciliation. For Chriſt therefore we are embaſſa- 
dors, God as it were exhorting by us: for Chriſt, 
we beſeech you, be ye reconciled to God. (O let 
us bearken to theſe embaſſadors of beaven ! ) Him, that 
knew no fin, for us he hath made (a viclim for) ſin; 
that we might be made the juſtice of God in him. O 
bleſed be his goodnels for ever | 

Chap. vi. v. 1, 2, &c. We exhort you, that you 
receive not the grace of God in vain. For he faith: 
In an accepted time, I have heard thee ; and in the 
day of ſalvation I have helped thee. Behold now is 
the acceptable time: behold now is the day of ſalva- 
tion. (O Chriſtians, embrace this preſent accepta- 
ble time, by a due correſpondence with grace, left 
hereafter there ſhould be no more time for you, &c.) 
Bear not the yoke together with unbelievers (by mar- 
rying with them.) For what participation hath juſ- 
tice with injuſtice ? Or what tellowſhip hath light 
with darkneſs? Or what part hath the faithful with 
the unbeliever ? And what agreement hath the tem- 
ple of God with idols? For you are the temple of 
the living God; as God faith : I will dwell in them; 
and I will walk among them; and I will be their 
God ; and they ſhall be my people. Wherefore go 
out from among them, and be ye ſeparate ; ſaith 
the Lord and touch not the unclean thing: And 
will receive you; and I will be a Father to you, and 
you ſhall be my ſons, and my daughters, faith the 
Lord almighty. O teach us Lord ever to walk wor- 
thy of ſuch a Father. 

Chap. vil. v. 1, &c. © Having therefore theſe pro- 
miſes (of God's dweling with us, and in us, and 
making us his children, and his temples) let us cleanſe 
ourſelves, dearly beloved, from every defilement of 
the fleſh, and of the ſpirit (that is to ſay, from all 


beth carnal and ſpiritual fins) perfecting holineſs ua 
| ile 
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the fear of God.” (i. e. Accompliſhing, with the 
fear of God, a perfect purity and iznQity, becomin 

the children and temples of the living God.) * v. 55 
& c. Although I made you ſorrowful by my former 
epiſtle. -- Now Iam glad: not becauſe you were made 
forrowful; but becauſe you were made ſorrow ful un- 
to penitence. For you were made ſorrowful accord- 
ing to God, &c. Now the ſorrow that 1s according 


to God, worketh penitence, ſtedfaſt unto ſalvation - 


but the forrow of the world worketh death.” O keep 
us Lord from this worldly ſadneſs, which has no good 
in it, but brings on death: but give us always that 
penitential ſorrow, which waſhes away our fins, and 
brings us lo thee. 
Chap. viii. v. 1, &c. Now we make known to 
you brethren, the grace of God that hath been given 
in the churches of Macedonia: That in much expe- 
rience of tribu lation they have had abundance of joy, 
and their very deep poverty hath abounded unto the 
riches of their ſimplicity? (that is of their ſincere 
bounty, and charity.) Joy in tribulation, and liberali- 
ty in giving alms, under the experience of great po- 


verty, were ſignal graces indeed, which God had be- 


ſtowed on the Chriſtians of Macedonia: which the 


Apoſtle here commemorates, in order to ſtir up the 


Corinthians, who were richer, to contribute more 


largely to the relief of the poor Chriſtians of Judea. 


Which he alſo preſes, by the following confideration 

v. 9. You know the grace of our Lord Jeſus 

Chriſt, that being rich, became poor, for yeur 

2 1 that through his poverty, you might be rich.“ 
e adds: 


Chap. ix. v: 6, &c. Now this 1 fay: he who 


ſoweth ſparingly, ſhall alſo reap ſparingly : and he 
who ſoweth in bleſings (by more plentiful aims) ſhall 


alſo reap of bleſings (in a more plentiful reward.) Eve- 


ry one as he hath determined in his heart, not with 
ſadneſs (grudging what he gives) or of neceſſity by 
| | D d conſiruint. 
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conſiraint. For God loveth a chearful giver. And 
And God is able to make all grace abound in you; 
that ye always having all-ſufficiency in all things, 
may abound unto every good work: as it is writen.“ 
He hath diſperſed abroad, he hath given to the poor; 
his juſtice remaineth for ever. See here Chriſtians 
the excelent fruits of alms, -redounding both to the 
ſpiritual and temporal good of the alms-giver : accord- 
ing to what the Apoſtle adds.“ v. 10. He that mi- 
niſtreth ſeed to the ſower, will both give you bread 
to eat, and will multiply your ſeed, and increaſe the 

rowth of the fruits of your juſtice : that being en- 


riched in all things, you may abound unto all ſincere 


bountifulneſs and charity. 

Chap. x. v. 3, &c. Though we walk in the 
fleſh, we do not war according to the fleſh. For 
the weapons of our warfare are not carnal, but migh- 
ty in God, unto the puling down of (all oppoſit) for- 
tifications, deſtroying counſels (of the malignant) and 
every height, that exalteth itſelf againſt the know- 
ledge of God; and bringing into captivity every un- 
derſtanding unto the obedience of Chriſt, and having 


in readineſs (both the power and the means) to revenge 


all diſobedience.” Such 1s the authority our Lord 


has been pleaſed to impart to the chief paſtors of his 


church : See, my ſoul thou ever ſubmit toit. © v. 
17, 18. He that glorieth, let him glory in the Lord. 
For not he who commendeth himſelt is approved, 
but he whom God commendeth.“ Ah! how vain 


will it be to be commended by ourſelves; and by ail 


the world beſides, if we are condemned by God. 

Chap. xil. v. 7, 8, &c. Leſt the greatneſs of 
the revelations ſhould lift me up (/bould puff me up 
avith pride; in order to keep me bumble) there was 
given me a ſting of my fleſh, an angel of ſatan to 
buffet me. For which thing thrice I beſought the 


Lord, that it might depart trom me: and he ſaid to 


me, my grace is ſufficient for thee: for power is 
| made 
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made perfect in infirmity.* Virtue is advanced, and 


perfected, under humiliations and afflictions, which 
give us a ſenſe of our own weakneſs, and of our abſo- 
Jute dependance on God's grace, and oblige us to 
fling ourſelves upon him. * v. 9, &c. Gladly there-- 
fore will I glory in my infirmities, tnat the power of 
Chriſt (an of bis grace) may dwell in me (and be 
giorified in me.) Therefore I take pleaſure in my iu- 
firmities, in reproaches in neceſſities, in perſecutions, 

in diſtreſſes for Chriſt's fake.? Por when I am weak 
(under theſe hu miliations and tribulations) then am 
power ful ( (by being the more ſtrongly ſupported and 
exalted by the grace of Chriſt.) v. 14. I ſeek not the” 
things that are yours (your mony or your worldly 
ſubſtance) but pour ſelver, x is, the welfare and 
ſalvation of your fouls.) © v. 15. And I moſt gladly 
will ſpend, and be {ſpent yell for your ſouls : al- 
though loving you more, I be loved leſs by you.“ 
See here the Apoſtles charity, worthy of the imitation 
of all paſtors ot fouls. 


— 


Jhbe Epiſtle to the GALATIANS. 


HA P. ii. v. 19, &c. © I through the law (of 
1 in Cbriſi am dead to the old law, that 1 
may live to God; with Chriſt Jam nailed to 

the croſs. And I live, now not I; but Chriſt liveth 
in me. And that T live now in the fleſh: Ilive in 


the faith of the Son of God, who hath loved me, 


and delivered himſelf for me.“ My foul, are theſe 
thy diſpoſitions? How happy ſhould we be if we 
coo with truth ſay all that the Apoſtle has here 
aid ! 

Chap. in. v. 26, &c, © You are all the childbew 
of God by faith, in Chriſt Jeſus. For as many of 
you as have been baptized in Chriſt, have put on 

x . Chriſt.“ 
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Chriſt.“ O child of God, who haſt put on Chriſt, 
ſee thou ſhew forth in thy life, the life of Chriſt. 
Chap. v. v. 1. Stand faſt, and be not held again 
under the yoke of bondage. v. 6. For in Chriſt Jeſus 
neither circumciſion availeth any thing, nor uncir- 
cumciſion: but faith that worketh by charity.“ See 
here what kind of faith is to bring us to God: not a 
barren ſpeculative belief; nor a preſumptuous aſſur- 
ance of of our juſtification and ſalvation : but a faith 
that worketb; that is fruitful in all good works: and 
a faith that worketh by charity , that is by the love 
of God above all things; and by the love of our 
neighbours, as of ourſelves. © v. 13, &c. You bre- 
thren, have been caled unto liberty : only make not 
(your chriflian) liberty an occaſion to ſerve the fleſh : 
but by charity of the ſpirit ſerve one another. For 
all the law is fulfiled in one word: Thou ſhalt love 
thy neighbour as ibyfelf. But if you bite and devour. 
one another: take heed you be not conſumed one by 
another !* Chriſtians, lay up in your hearts this leſſon 
of mutual charity, which is fo often irculcated by 
the Spirit of God. v. 16, &c. I ſay then walk in the 
Spirit, (and according to the diftates of the Spirit) 
and you ſhall not fulfil the defires of the fleſh. For 
the fleſh luſteth againſt the Spirit, &c. For theſe 
(two, the fl:ſh and the ſpirit) are contrary to one an- 
other, &c. Now the works of the fleſh are manifeſt 
which are fornication (and all ather kinds of fins of ) 
uncleaneſs, and immodeſty; luxury, idolatry, witch- 
craft, enmities, contentions, -- ſeCts (that is to ſay, 
hereſies and ſchiſms) envies, murders, drunkenels, 
revelings, and ſuch like: of the which I foretel you, 
ay I have foretold to you: that they who do ſuch 
things ſhall not obtain the Kingdom of God.“ O 
keep us dear Lord, from all theſe dreadful evils, 
which have ſent ſo many millions to the bottomleſs 
pit'! © v. 22, &c. But the fruit of the Spirit is cha- 
rity, joy, peace, patience, &c. againſt ſuch there is 
O 
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no. law. And they that are Chriſt's, have crucified 


their fleſh with the vices and concupiſcences thereof.” 


O how happy are they who are thus perfectly morti- 


| fied! Their portion ſhall. be love, joy, and peace. 
But O If we would indeed (v. 25, 26.) live in and 


by the Spirit (the principle of grace and virtue) let us 
walk in the Spirit (let our whole life and converſation 
be agreeable to the Spirit) let us not be defirous of 
vain glory (a capital enemy of a ſpiritual life, and let 
us keep off from all her unhappy of- ſpring, eſpecialy 
from) provoking one another, and envying one ano- 
ther. 8 

Chap. vi. v. 1, 2, &e. Brethren, if a man ſbould 
be overtaken in any fault, you, who are ſpiritual, in- 
firudt ſueb a one (puting him in mind of his 100 but 


let it be) in the ſpirit of meekneſs (and humility) con- 


fidering thyſelf (and thy own great trailty) Ie/t thou al- 
fo be tempted (and given. up, in puniſhment of thy 
pride and. uncharitableneſs, into the ſame or greater 
faults.) Bear ye therefore one ano{ber's burthens : and 
ſo you ſhall 2 the law of Cbriſl, (his favorite pre- 
cepts of mutual charity, meekneſs, and humility.): 
For if any man think bimſelſ to be fometbing (and there» 
upon deſpiſe his neighbour, or prefer himſelf before 
him) wheregs indeed be is nothing, he deceiveth himſelf” 
But let every one prove and lòok to Bis own work (and 
ſee how wretched his own performances are; and 
not take occaſion of prefering himſelf to others, by 
having his eyes open to their faults, and ſhut to his 
own.) - For everyone ſhall bear his own burden, (and 
have enough to do to anſwer for himſelf.) © And let 
him that is inſtructed in the word, communicate: 
with him that inſtruQteth him (by making Bim par 
taker with bim) in all good things. Be not deceived: 
God is not to be mocked, . For what things a man 
ſhall ſow, thofe alſo ſhall he reap. For he thatfow-- 
eth in his fleſh (by gratifying bis ſinful inclinations} of: 
the fleſh alſo ſhall reap Corfu ption (the juſt puniſhment 
d 3, e of; 
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of bis fins both in time and eternity.) But he that ſow- 
eth in the ſpirit, of the ſpirit ſhall reap life everlaſting 
And in doing good let us not fail (or faint) for in due 
time we ſhall reap not failing. Therefore, whilſt we 
have time, let us work good to all men; but eſpeci- 
ally to thoſe who are of the houſhold ef the faith.” 
O let us all attend to, and follow in the praQtice of 
our lives all theſe heavenly leſſons. Happy we, if 
we could al'o from our hearts ſay with the Apoſtle: 
v. 14, &c. God forbid that I ſhould glory, ſave 
in the croſs of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt : by whom the 
world is crucified to me, and I to the world, For in 
Chriſt Jeſus neither circumciſion availeth any thing, 
nor uncircumciſion, but a new creature? (i. e. that 
we ſhould become new creatures, by puting off the 
old man of corruption and fin ; and puting on the 
new man Jeſus Chriſt.) And whoſoever ſhall fellow 


this rule (of becoming new creatures) peace (and all 


happineſs ſhall be) on them, and mercy (for they indeed 
are) ---- the Iſrael of God, (the true people of the 
Lord.) | an 


The Epiſile to the EPHESIANS, 


AFTER that the Apoſtle had ſet forth, in the 


| three firſt Chapters of this Epiſtle, the won- 
ders of God, in the incarnation of his God for our 
redemption ; and the incomprehenſible bleſings we 
have received through him; who is our head, and 
the ſource of all our good. He proceeds to lay down 
in the three laſt chapters, excelent leſſons of Chriſtian 
"morality. _ | 

Chap. iv. v. 1. 2, &c. © I therefore a priſoner in 
the Lord, (being at this time in bands for Chriſt, ) be- 
ſeech you that you walk worthy of the vocation in 


which you are caled, (worthy of the caling and dig- 
| nity 
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nity of Chriſtians,) with all humility, and mildneſs, 
with patience, ſupporting one another in charity, 
(for theſe are the favorite virtues of Chrift : and 
walking in them is walking worthy of your caling, ) 
careful to keep (and maintain with all other Chriſti- 
ans, ) the unity of the ſpirit (of concord, and brother- 
ly-love,) in the bond of peace. (To which unity and 
concord, all kind of motives invite you, ſeeing you 
are all in Chriſt,) one body, and one ſpirit : all caled 
in one hope of your caling, (to a hapy comunion to- 
gether in eternal glory : and in the mean time, hav- 
ing all of you,) one Lord, one faith, and one bap- 
tiſm.---But to every one of us is given grace accord- 
ing to the meaſure of the giving of Chriſt, (from 
whom is all our ſtore: and who by his Spirit, whom 
he has ſent to his church; has plentifuly provided 
for all our ſpiritual neceſſities,) and he has given 
ſome apoſtles, and ſome prophets,- -and other ſome 
paſtors and teachers for the perfecting of the faints, 
(for the bringing on the faithful to the perfection of 
ſanity.) Till we all meet, (by the help of tbeir mi- 
niſtry) into the unity of faith, and of the knowledge 
of the Son of God, unto a perfect man, that hence- 
ſorth we be no more children toſed to and fro, and 
carried about with every wind of doctrin, by the 
wickedneſs of men, and cuning craftineſs, by which 
they lie in wait to deceive : but doing the truth in 
charity, we may in all things grow up in him who is - 
the head, even Chriſt.” O what obligations have we - 
to this Lord of ours, who has thus provided for our 
ſecurity againſt being impoſed upon by the ſleights of 
heretics, and for the maintaining us always in unity 
and truth, by giving us a ſucceſſion of paſtors and 
teachers, divinely commiſſioned, and divinely aſſiſted, 
to continue with us for ever! Here the obedient and 
humble Chriſtian reſts ſecure ; under guides, with - 
whom Chriſt remains for ever : whilſt the proud and 
ſelf-conceited, who reſufe to ſubmit their private 
judgment 
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judgment to this divine authority are tofed to and 
fro with every puff of wind, and at length miſerably 
ſhipwreck'd upon this rock. v. 17, &c. This then [ 
ſay, and teſtify in the Lord; that henceforth you 
walk not, as the Gentiles walk, in the vanity of 
their mind, who deſpairing, (having no bope of a life 
to come.) have given themſelves up to lafciviouſnels, 
to the working of all uncleaneſs.---But you have been 
taught, as the truth is in Jeſus, to put off the old 


man, who is corrupted, and to put on the new man. 


&c. Wherefore puting away lying, ſpeak ye the 
truth. Be angry, and fin not. Let not the ſun go 
down upon your anger. Give no place to the devil. 
Let no evil ſpeech proceed from your mouth, but 
that which is good to the edification of faith, that it 
may miniſter grace to the hearers.---Let all bitter- 
neſs, and anger, and indignation and clamor, and 
blaſphemy be put away from you, with all malice. 
And be ye kind one to another, merciful, forgiving 
one another, even as God hath forgiven you in Chriſt,” 
Therefore, as the Apoſtle proceeds. 

Chap. v. 1, 2, &c. © Be ye followers of God as 
his deareſt children; and walk in love, as Chriſt hath. 
loved us, and hath delivered himſelf for us. (O! that 
we were worthy followers of this moſt loving Father! 
O that amongſt all theſe excelent virtues recommend- 
ed by St. Paul in this Epiſtle, Our hearts were parti- 
cularly penetrated with the pure and bright flames of 
divine love | But as for the hlack and ſtinking fire of 
carnal love, and its unhappy of- ſpring; the Apoſtle 
would have Chriſtians to conceive that horror for all 
ſuch crimes, that they ſhould never be heard of,. or 

a much as named -amongſ} them, as becometh Saints : 
nor obſcenity, nor fooliſh talking (in the way of looſe 
jeſts, &c.) Ading, v. 5. that the unclean. and co- 
vetous perſons, (which is a ſerving of idols,) have 
no inheritance in the kingdom of Chriſt and of God. 
Hence, v. 6, &c. Let no man deceive you, ſaith be 


with 


a Aa th. SC Moos W 


3 
y 
| 


Epbeſians. of the BBL E. 309 


with vain words, (pretending to extenuate the guilt 
of theſe ſins of impurity.) for *tis becauſe of theſe 
things, (which are fo odious to the God of purity,) 
that his wrath cometh upon the children of unbelief 
(the infidels ; and has executed ſo many dreadful 
judgments upon them.) Be ye not therefore partakers 
with them, (leſt as your guilt would be far more 
heinous than theirs, your puniſhment fhould alſo be 
far more grievons,) For you were heretofore darkneſs 
but now light in the Lord, walk ye as children of 
the light, in all goodneſs, and juſtice, and truth, 
Proving what is well pleaſing to God, &c. Where- 
fore he ſaith 5 Riſe (awake) thou that ſleepeſt ; and 
ariſe from the dead, and Chriſt ſhall enlighten thee. 
(O let us all obey thefe ſummons! Let us be glad to 
open our eyes to this bleſed light! Unhappy are they 
who ſtill fleep on in death; and will not come to the 
light of life.) v. 15, &c. See therefore brethren, how 
you walk circumſpectly, (during this your mortal 
pilgrimage, in the midſt of enemies, and of dangers 
on all ſides of you, ) not as unwiſe, but as wiſe, (ever 


attentive to ſecure the main chance,) redeeming the 


time, (by making the beſt uſe you can of your pre- 
cious time; and reſcuing it from the ſervitude of va- 
nity and ſin,) for the days of your mortality are ſhort 
and evil, Wherefore become not unwiſe, but un- 
derſtanding what is the will of God, (and conform- 


ing to it, for this is the wiſdom of a Chriſtian.) And 


ſeek not a falſe happinels, in gratifying your fenſuality, 
with wine and luxury: but if you deſire to know by 
experience, what is true Sen ſeek to be filed 
with the Holy Spirit: (and entertain yourſelves with 
him in your interior by) pfalms and hymns, and ſpi- 
ritual canticles; making melody in your hearts to the 
Lord : and giving thanks always, for all things, in 
the name of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt,---being ſubject 
( /ubmiting) to one another in the fear of Chriſt. (O! 


this is indeed the true way to happineſs and 9 
* 7 


the mean time, take care you forget not your rela- 
tive duties. Therefore,) v. 22, &c. Let wives be 
ſubject to their huſbands, as to the Lord, becauſe 
the huſband is the head of the wife: as Chriſt is the 
head of the church. He is the Saviour of his body. 
Therefore as the church is ſubject to Chriſt, ſo alſo 
let wives be to their huſbands in all things. Huſ- 
bands, love your wives, as Chriſt alſo loved the 
church : and delivered himſelf up for it: that he 
might ſanctiſy it, cleanſing it by the laver of water 
(in baptiſm,) in the word of life : that he might pre- 
ſent it to himſelf, a glorious church, &c. So alſo 


ought men to love their wives, as their own bodies, 


---as alſo Chriſt doth the Church.“ O what could 
more ſtrongly recommend to married people, their mu- 
tual duties one to another, than the great example of 
Chriſt and the Church : the more becanſe Chriſtian 
matrimony, as the Apoſtle here intimates, 1s raiſed 
to the dignity of a ſacrament ; as being a ſacred and 
myfterious ſign, of the perpetual and indiſioluble u- 
nion, which is between Chriſt and the Church. v. 31 
32. For this cauſe ſhall a man leave bis father and 
his mother, and ſhall ſtick cloſe to his wiſe, and 
they ſhall be two in one fleſh. This is a great ſacra- 
ment, but I ſpeak in Chriſt and in the Church. 
Chap. vi. v. 1, 4, &c. Children obey your parents 
in the Lord.---And you fathers, provoke not your 
children to anger: but bring them up in the diſcip- 
Jin and correction of the Lord: Servants be obedient 
to them that are your lords, ( your maſters or miſ- 
treſſes,) according to the fleſh, -in the ſimplicity 
( ſincerity) of your heart, as to Chriſt : not ſerving 
to the eye, as it were pleaſing men; but as the ſer- 
vants of Chriſt, [refering your ſervice to him,] and 
doing the will of God from the heart ; ſerving with 
a good will, as to the Lord, and not to men : know- 
ing that whatſoever good thing any man ſhall do, 
L the reward of ] the ſame he ſhall receive —_ 8 
Lor 
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Lord, whether he be bond or free. And you maſters 
do the ſame things to them; forbearing threatnings: 
knowing that the Lord both of them and of you is in 
heaven: and there is no reſpect of perſons with him: 
O let us always remember this I] v, 10, &c. Finaly, 
brethren, be ſtrengthened in the Lord, &c. [wholy 
confiding in him, and not truſting at all in yourſelves - 
Put ye on the whole armor of God, that you may 
be able to reſiſt [and overthrow the Enemy] in the 
evil day [the time of temptation,] and to ſtand in all 
things perfect. Stand ye therefore, having your 
loins girt about with truth, [with an upright and 
ſincere intention and refolution to reſtrain your 
paſſions and luſts,] and having on the breaſt- plates of 
juſtice, (by a diligent application of your ſouls to 
acquire all Chriſtan virtues,) and your feet ſhod with 
the preparation of the goſpel of peace, (by turning 
your affections, which are as it were the feet of the 
ſoul, with a perfe& readineſs to follow the goſpel, 
the only way to true peace) In all things taking the 
ſhield of faith, (by a lively ſenſe and firm belief of 
the great truths of religion,) with which you may be 
able to extinguiſh all the fiery darts of the moſt wick. 
ed one, (which can never reach a heart, covered and 
fenced in on all ſides with divine truths.) And take un- 
to you the helmet of ſalvation (by protecting your 
head, as it were with God, by a perpetual adhefion 
to him, and an invincible confidence in him,) and 
the ſword of the ſpirit, which 1s the word (and truths) 
of God. By all prayer and ſupplication, praying at 
all times in the ſpirit : and in the ſame watching with 
all inftance &c.* See my ſoul, how much we muſt 
be in earneſt in all our ſpiritual duties, and with 
what inſtance and fervor we muſt pray, if we would 
ſecure to ourſelves the victory over all our enemies, 
and the eternal ſalvation of our ſouls, | 
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ANS. 
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HAP. i. v. 21, 22. To me, to live is Chriſt, 

(he is my life,) and todie, (that J may goto him) 

is gain (yea the greateſt gain: yet) if to live in 
the fleſb, ( ſtill longer ſhould be ſet before me,) thi; 
would be to me the fruit of labor, (by turniſhing me 
with the occaſion of bringing forth more fruit, by 
my Jabers and preaching, in the converſion of ſouls, 
and therefore) what to chooſe I know not : but Iam 
ſtraitened between two: having (on the one band) a 
deſire to be diſolved, (/et looſe from the priſon of the 
Body,) and to be with Chriſt, a thing by far the better 

{for ne,) but (on the other band,) to abide ſtill in the 
fleſh is needful for you.” See here, a Saint, indeed 
content to forego for a time all the joys of heaven, 
that he may labor the longer upon earth for the ſal- 
vation of the ſouls of his neighbours. 

_ Chap. ii. v. 1, 2, &c. It you have any bowels of 
commiſeration (for me in my labors and ſufferings,) 
Fulfil you my joy, (by walking as becomes good and 
perfect Chriſtians: I aſk nothing elſe of you.) © Be 
ye all of one mind, having the ſame charity, agree- 
ing in ſentiment. Let nothing be done through con- 
tention, nor by vain glory : but in humility let each 


eſteem others better than themſelves. Each one not 


conſidering the things that are his own, (Bis own pri- 
vate intereſt or ſatigfaction,) but thoſe that are other 
men's. For let this mind be in you, which was alſo 
in Chriſt Jeſus, who being in the form of God, {tbe 
nature of God.) and therefore thinking it no robery, 
his being equal with God, [to give you an example of 
 bumility,] emptied himſelf, [made himſelf as of 10 


account,] 
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account,] taking the form of a ſervant, [the ſervile na- 
ture of man, ] being made in the likeneſs of men, and 
in habit found as a man: He humbled himſelf becom- 
ing obedient unto death, even to the death cf the 
croſs.“ [O the great pattern of humility, the Son of 
God upon a croſs! O the great pattern of obedience 
O teach us, Lord, theſe two great leſſons; to be e- 


ver little and humble; and rather to die than not o- 


bey.] v. 9, &c. Wherefore God alto hath exalted 
him; and hath given him a name, which is above 
all names: that in the name of Jeſus every knee 
ſhould bow, and every tongue ſhould confeſs, that 
the Lord Jeſus Chriſt is in the glory of God the Fa- 


ther. Wherefore, my dearly beloved, as you have 


always obeyed,---with fear and trembling, work out 
your ſalvation. [Mark this againſt the preſumptuous 
aſſurance of new ſectaries] v. 14. &c. And do ye all 
things without murmurings and demurings : that you 
may be blameleſs and ſincere children of God without 
reproof, in the midſt of a crooked and perverſe gene- 
ration: among whom you ſhine, as lights in the 
world, holding forth the word of life.” O that all 

Chriſtians were ſuch ſhining and burning lights ! 
Chap. iii. v. 9, 10, &c. © I count all things to be 
but loſs for the excelent knowledge of Jeſus Chriſt 
my Lord: for whom I have ſuffered the loſs of all 
things, and count them but as dung that I may gain 
Chriſt.---That I may know him, and the power of 
his reſurrection, and the fellowſhip of his ſufferings : 
being made conformable to his death : if by any means 
may attain to the reſurrection, which is from the 
dead. Not as thongh T had already attained, or were 
already perfect: but I follow after, &c. Forgeting 
the things that are behind, and ftretching forth my- 
ſelf to thoſe that are before, I preſs towards the 
mark, to the prize of the high caling of God in Chriſt 
Jeſus. Let us therefore as many as are perfect be 
thus minded.“ [Yes, Chriſtians, and let us that are 
Ee imperfect 
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imperieC aſpire aiter this perfection; of counting all 
things but as dung, in compariſon with the know- 
ledge and love of Jeſus Chriſt crucified; of g ving up 
our neareſt and deateſt affections {or him; and of e- 
ver preſing forward with all our might towards him.] 
v. 17, &c. Be followers of me brethren, [imitate me 
in all this,] and obſerve them who ſo walk as you have 
our model, [thoſe happy Chrittians who copy out in 
their lives the virtues of their Apoſtle. ] For [alas !] 
many wall, cf whom I told you often, and naw tell you 
with tears, that they are enemies of the croſs of Chriſt 
[by flying from all ſelf-denial and mortification, and 
ever indulging their fenſual appetite, ] whoſe end is de- 
ruclion, ſeven a miſerable eternity,] whoſe God is 
their belly, [by Joving their carnal pleaſures better 
than God,] whoſe glory is in their ſhame, [ſeeking 
honor from thoſe very things, which they ought to 
be aſhamed of,] who mind eartbly things, [whoſe 
thoughts and hearts are quite taken up with this 
wretched earth,] But our converſation is in beaven, 
&c. [Happy thole Chriſtians, who can ſay this with 
truth! O happy they whole thoughts and hearts are 
ſet at liberty from the bonds of all diſorderly affections | 
to the earth; and are continualy carried up towards 
heaven, and heavenly things! O my ſoul, when ſhall 
we be fo happy | | | 
| Chap. iv. v. 4, 5, &Cc. Rejoice in the Lord always 
[with a pure and holy joy, not like the vain joy of 
the world grounded upon empty toys, but grounded 
in the love of God, and a good conſcience.] Again J 
ſay, rejoice. Let your modeſty [in your whole com- 
portment, and in all your words and works, ] be known 
ſo as to ſhine forth with edification] 7 all men. 
For the Lord is nigh [ever preſent and witneſs of all 
your thoughts, words, and works.] Be nothing ſolici- 
tous [Aly then all anxious cares, and place your con- 2 
fidence in God] and in every thing [jn every neceſſity 
corporal or ſpiritual] let your regueſis be made known , 
| | : 1⁰ 
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ts Cod, by prayer and ſupplication ; with thank ſerving 
[for all his pait benefits: for this is 2 duty you muſt 
not forget, if you would receive new favors. ] And 
may the peace of God, which ſurpaſſeth all under land- 
ing, [that true peace of the interior, which is never 
given to the wicked] keep [fill poſſeſs and preſerve 
both] your hearts and your minds in Chriſt Feſus: 
O may it be ever ſo with us.] I have learn'd, ſays the 
apoſtle, v. 11, i2, &c. in whatſoever ſtate I am, 2 
be content theres hb. I know both bow to be brought 
hw [how to bear poverty and diſtreſs and I know: 
bow to abound [\:w to behave in plenty and abun- 
dince.Þ --I] can de all things in him who ſtrengtheneth 
me. Let thy grace, O Lord, ever ſtrengthen me 


and enable me to be always in the like diſpoſitions. 


The Epiſtle to the CoLOSSIANS. 


HAN iii. v. 2, &c. © If you be riſen with 
Chriſt (as all good chriſtians onght to be) ſeek 
the things that are above, where Chriſt is ſiting 
at the right hand of God: mind the things that are 
above; not the things that are on the earth.“ O ' tis- 
in heaven our treaſure is, if we truly love Chriſt; let 
our heart then be always with him. © For you are: 
dead (to fin and the world) and your life is hid with 
Chriſt in God. When Chritt ſhall appear, who is 


your life: then ſhall you Io appear with him in glo- 


ry.“ O when ſhall we be fo happy! In the mean 


time let us give ear to the apoſtle admoniſhing us, v. 
5, &c. © to mortify therefore our members, which 
are upcn the earth; by removing far from us all fins 
of uncleaneſs and luit, all evil concupiſcence, and. 
covetouſneſs; which he ſays, is the ſcrvice of idols; 
viz, by fixing the Chriſtian's heart, upon the idol of 
his worldly intereſt. © v. 8, &c. Put ye alſo away 

E e 2 ſays 
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fays be, anger, indignation, malice, blaſphemy, 
(curſing) and filthy ſpeech out of your mouth. Lye 
not one to another : ſtriping yourſelves of the old man 
with his deeds, and puting on the new, &c. v. 12, 
13, &c. Put ye on therefore as the elect of God, 
holy and beloved, the bowels of mercy, benignity, 
humility, modeſty, patience ; bearing with one ano- 
ther, and forgiving one another, if any have a com- 
plaint againſt another: even ab the Lord hath forgiv- 
en you, fo do you alſo. But above all theſe things 
have charity, which is the bond of perfection. And 
let the peace of Chriſt rejoice [reign and triumph] in 
your hearts, wherein allo you are caled, in one body: 
and be thankful. Let the word of Chriſt dwell in 
you abundantly, in all wiſdom, teaching and admon- 
:ſhing one another, in pſalms, hymns, and ſpiritual 
canticles, ſinging in grace in your hearts to God.” 
(O! that theſe ſpiritual canticles were more, both in 
the hearts, and in the mouths of Chriſtians 
than they uſualy are. They might contribute not 
2 little to ſanctiſy their converſation ; and to the en- 
creaſe of devotion and religion) v. 18, &c. Wives 
be ſubjeft to your buſbands, 8&c. as in the Epiſtle to 
the Epheſians, CH AP. v, and vi. 

Chap. iv. v. 2. Be inſtant in prayer (by 
ſervor and perſeverance) watching in it with 
thankſgiving. v. 5. Walk with wiſdom towards 
them that are without + redeeming the time, &c. O 
tet theſe great leſſons be laid up in every Chriſtian's 
r . 
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2 : . | 
; The Firſt Epiſtle to the ThEs- 
* 
5 HAP. iv. v, 1, &c. © Brethren, we pray and 
- beſeech you in the Lord Jeſus, that as you have 
5 received of us, how you ought to walk, and to- 
4 pleaſe God, fo alſo you would walk that you may a- 
1 bound the more (daily advancing in virtue and grace. 
: v. 3. For this is the will of God your ſanctification 
n (bat you ſbould be ſancliſed; that is, ſbould be holy 
. and pure.) That every one of you ſhould know how . 
l to poſſeſs his veſſel (bis body) in ſanctification (purity 
1 from all fins of uncleaneſs) and honor; not in the pai- 
n ſion of luſt, like the Gentiles, that know not God: 
5 and that no man over-reach, nor deceive his brother 
t in buſineſs : becaufe the Lord is the avenger of all 
- ſuch things: as we have told you before, and have- 
teiſtified. For God hath not caled us to uncleanels, 
0 but to holineſs---who alſo hath given his Holy Spirit 
in us.“ O keep us always dear Lord, pure and holy: 
y to thee; and let, not the demon of uncleaneſs come 
1 near thy holy temple to defileit.. ' 
5 Cbaßp. v. v. 5, c. Lou (Chriſtians) are chil- 
) dren of light, and children of the day: we are not of 
5 night and darkneſs. Therefore let us not ſleep, as 


others no, but let us watch, and be fober----having 
on the breaſt-plate ef faith and charity, and for a 
helmet the hope of ſalvation. For God hath not ap- 
pointed us to wrath, but to the purchaſing of ſalva- 
uon by our Lord Jefus Chriſt, who died for us: that 
whether we weke or fleep, we may live together 
with him. v. 14, &c, We beſeech you brethren, 
rebuke the unquiet ( ſuch as are diſorderly and cau 
e diſturbances] comfort the feeble minded, ſupport the 
"= TS: weak, 


render evil for evil to any man: but ever follow that 
which is good towards each other, and towards all 
men. Always vejoice. Pray without ceaſing. In 
all things give thanks: For this is the will of God, in 
Chriſt Jeſus, concerning you all.---Hold that which 


It was the living up to theſe excelent rules that made 
the primitive Chriſtians perfect. O let us alſo aim 
at the like perfection by conforming our lives to theſe 
great leſſons. 


_ 


SALONI ANS. 


HA P. it. v. 14. © Brethren, ſtand faſt, and 


whether by word, or by our epiſtle. O here is the 
Chriſtians true rule of faith and life. The doctrin 
of the Apoſtles, whether delivered in writing or 
by word of mouth : ſtand by this rule my ſoul, and 
ve. | | 

Chap. iii. v. 3, &c. © God is faithful (1 bis pro- 


evil.--- And may the Lord direct your hearts in the 


Chriſt.” O keep us Lord, from the evil of fin: and 
do thou teach us to love thee and to be patient under 
thy hand: and we ſhall not fail to live for ever; as 
thou haſt promiſed. | ; 


318 | The Morality [2. Theffatontans. 


weak, be patient towards all men. See that none 


is good: from all appearance of evil refrain yourſelves.” 


The ſecond Epiſtle jo the THEs- 


hold the traditions, which you have learned, 


miſer) who will ſtrengthen you, and keep you from 


charity (and love) of God, and in the patience of 


we 2 — „„ at nd lara * 
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The firſt Epiſtle 40 TIMOTHY. 


HAP. i. v. 15, &c. A faithful faying, and 
worthy of all acceptation. (O meft ſveet indeed. 
to the palate of the foul!) That Chriſt Jeſus 
came into the world to ſave finers. Now to the 
King of ages (the Eternal, the furce of all goodneſs 
and mercy) imortal, inviſible the only God, be honor 


and glory for ever and ever. Amen. Join thou m 


ſoul, with the Apoſtle, and with all the church of 
heaven and earth in this doxology. 

_ Chap. ii. v. i, &c. I deſire therefore firſt of all, 
that ſupplications, prayers, interceſſions, and thankſ- 
givings be made (by Chriſtians) for all men: for 
kings, and for all that are in high ſtation, (tbough un- 
believers) that we may lead (under them) a quiet and 
a peaceable life, in all godlineſs and purity. - For 
this (/ame praying for all men) is good and acceptable 
in the ſight of God, our Saviour, who wileth all 
men to be ſaved; and to come to the knowledge of 
the truth. For there is one God, and one Mediator 
(of redemption) of God and men the man Chriſt 
Jeſus : who gave himſelf a redemption for all men. 
(O bleſed be his mercy for ever !) J will therefore that 
men pray in every place, lifting up pure hands (not 
defiled with ſin) without anger and ſtrife. In like 
manner women alſo in decent apparel ; adorning them- 
ſelves with modeſty and ſobriety, and not with broi- 
dered hair, or gold, or pearls, or coſtly attire ; but 
as it becometh women, profeſſing (Chri/tian) godli- 
neſs, with good works.“ O that all Chriſtian ladies 
had their hearts much more ſet on theſe ornaments, 
which make their immortal ſouls agreeable in the 
eyes of God and his Angels; than on thoſe empty 
toys which only ſerve to gratify their pride and va- 

mty 5 
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nity; and to ſet off their wretched carcaſes, which 
in a very ſhort time muſt be the food of worms 
Chap. iii. 'The Apoſtle teaches, what kind of men 
ought to be admited into the clergy : from which he 
would have all thoſe to be excluded, who have been 
married more than once; or have been the hnſbandr 
of more than one wife (which law has been inviola- 
bly obſerved by the church ever fince) and further- 
more requires, v. 2, &c. that biſhops (under which 
name prieſts alſo are comprized) ſhould be blameleſs, 
ſober, prudent, of good behaviour, given to hoſpita- 
lity, teachers (bat is inſtruclors and preachers) not 
given to wine, no ſtrikers, but modeſt, not quarrel- 
| ſom, not covetous---not neophytes (young cenverts 


lately received into the church,) left being pufed up 


with pride, they ſhould fall into the judgment of the 
devil. That deacons alfo (or inferior miniſters) ſhould 
be chaſt, not double tongued, not given to much 
wine, not greedy of filthy lucre: but holding the 
moyſtery of the ſarth in a pure confcience ; and ſo af- 
_ ter being proved admited to miniſter, having no crime. 
. 14, 15. Theſe things J write to thee, ſays the A. 
poſtle, that thou mayft know how thou oughteſt to 
behave. thyſelf in the houſe of Ged, which is the 
church of the living God, the pillar and ground (or 
firong foundation) of the truth.“ O glory be to the 
living God, who has thus mercifuly provided for 


our ſecurity if we will but hear and obey his church, 
by eftabliſhing it upon the rock of truth, and making 


it the pillar and ground of the truth / 

- Chap. iv. After foreteling by the Spirit, v. I, 2, 
Ec. the hereſies of the Gnoftice, the Marcionites, 
the Prcratites, and the Manicheans (who for many 
ages diſturbed the church of God) condemning mar- 
riage as the work of the devil, and forbiding the 
uſe of all kind of meat, as pretending that all ffefh 
was from an evil principle, and not the creature of 
God: he admonifhes Timotby, and in him all paſtors 


Vs 
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1. Timothy. of the BIBLE. 321 
v. 12, &c: To be an example of the ſaithful, in 
word, in converſation (ever ſeeking to edify them) in 
charity, in faith, in chaſtity---to give atendance to 
reading, to exhortation and to doQtrin.---'To medi- 
tate on theſe things; to be wholy in theſe things: 
that his profiting might be manifeſt to all. And then 
concludes : v. 16. Take heed to thyſelf, and to doc- 
trin (teaching and preaching to thy flock) be earneſt in 
them (in both thoſe points, the care of thyſelf and of 
thy people.) For in doing this, thou ſhalt both fave 
thyſelf, and them that hear thee. 

Chap. v. v. 3, &c. © Honor (and aſſiſt) widows that 
are widows indeed (poor and deſtitute in worldly ſub- 


ance, but not in grace and virtue.) But if any wi- 


dow have children or grand-children, let her learn 


firſt to govern her own houſe, and to make a return 
of duty to her parents : for this is acceptable before 
God. But ſhe that is a widow indeed and defolate, 
let her truſt in God, and continue in ſupplications 
and prayers night and day, (confecrating ber widow- 
hood to devotion.) For the widow that liveth in plea- 
ſures [inſtead of devotion and penance, giving herſelf 
»þ fo a life of ſenſual and worldly delights] is dead 
while ſhe is living. But if any man have not care of 
his own, and eſpecialy of thoſe of his houſhold, he 
hath denied the faith, and is worſe than an infidel. 

(O that all parents, maſters and other ſuperiors, 
would ever remember ibis indiſpenſible duty!) v. q, 
& c. Let a widow be choſen | for the ſervice of the 
church, according to the ancient diſciplin] not under 
three-ſcore years of age, who hath been the wife of 
one huſband ; well reported of for her good works, 
&c. But the younger widows avoid [admit them not 

to the ſervice of the church, nor to the vow anexed to 
it.] For when they have grown wanton in Chriſt 
(for faking his ſervice, and that of bis church to which 
they bad engaged themſebves ) they will marry : having 
damnation becauſe they have made void their firſt 
| faith : 
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faith: by which they had engaged themſelves by 
vow to God. | 

Chap. vi. v. 1, 2, &c. © Whoſoever are ſervants 
under the yoke, (of bendage) let them count their 
(unbelieving) maſters worthy of all honor: leſt the 
name of the Lord and his doctrin be blaſphemed. 
But they that have believing maſters, let them not 
deſpiſe them, becauſe they are heir brethren : but 
ſerve them the rather, becauſe they are faithful and 
beloved, who are partakers of the benefit {of voca- 
tion to the true faith.) v. 6, &c. Godlineſs with con- 
tentment 1s great gain. For we brought nothing in- 
to this world; and certainly we can carry nothing 
out. But having food, and wherewith to be cover- 
ed, with theie we are (or ought to bc) content. For 
they that wan? to become rich, fall into temptation, 
and into the ſnare of the devil, and into many un- 
profitable and hurtful deſires, which drown men in- 
deſtruction and perdition. For covetouſneſs {he louie 
of meny) is the root of all evils: which ſome dcfir- 
ing have (even loſt their religion for the fake of the 
worldly intereſt, and turning their back upon God 
and his church, have) ered from the faith, and have 
entangled themſelves in many. ſorrows (the juſt pan ſb- 
ment of their apoſtaſy.) But thou O man of GeJ 
(O Chriſtian prieſt) fly theſe things (beware of the 
love of many and all its dreadful conſequences) and fol- 
low after juſtice, godlineſs, faith, charity, patience, 
meekneſs; fight the good fight of faith, lay hold 
on eternal life, whereunto thou art caled.---] charge 
thee before God,-- that thou keep the commandment 
without ſpot, blameleſs, unto the coming of our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt. v, 17, &c. Charge the rich of 
this world not to be high-minded, nor to truſt in un- 


certain riches, but in the living God (who giveth us 


abundantly all things to enjoy) to do good, to be rich 
in good works, to give eaſily, to communicate (to 
the neceſſities of their neighbours) to lay up in 1 * 
| or 
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for themſelves a good foundation againſt the time to 


come, that they may lay hold on the true life.“ O 


how happy are thoſe rich, that follow theſe divine 
preſcriptions; and by this means ſecure to themſelves 
eternal pleaſures |! 


— 


The ſecond Epiſtle to TimoTHY. 


HA P. ii. v. 1. 2, &c. © Thou my ſon, be ſtrong 

in the grace which is in Chriſt Jeſus.---Labor as 

a good ſoldier of Chriſt Jeſus. No man being a 
ſoldier to God, intangleth himſelf with worldly buſi- 
neſſes, that he may pleaſe him to whom he hath en- 
gaged himſelf. For he alſo that ſtriveth for the ma- 
ſtery, is not crowned except he ſtrive lawfuly. v. 9, 
&c. I labor in the goſpel even unto bands---but the 
word of God is not bound. Therefore I endure all 
things, for the ſake of the elect; that they alſo may 
obtain the ſalvation, which is in Chriſt Jeſus, with 
heavenly glory. A faithful ſaying: for if we be 
dead with him, we ſhall live alſo with him: if we 
ſuffer (with bim) we ſhall alſo reign with him. If 
we deny him, he alſo will deny us.---Of theſe things 
put them in mind, charging them. before the Lord. 
Contend not in words : for it is to no profit, but to 
the ſubverting of the hearers, &c, Flee youthful de- 
fires, and follow juſtice, faith, charity and peace 
with them that call on the Lord, out of a pure 
heart. And avoid fooliſh and unlearned difputings : 
knowing that they beget ſtrife : But the ſervant of 
the Lord muſt not wrangle : but be mild towards all 
men, apt to teach, (but) patient, and with modeſty 
admoniſhing them that refiſt the truth : if peradven- 
ture God may give them repentance, that they may 
know the truth (which they will never come at by the 
way of contention) and may recover themſelves irom 
| the 
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the ſnares of the devil, by whom they are held cap- 
tive at his will.“ Excelent advice for paſtors of ſouls, 
and for all the ſervants of God ! 
Chap. iii. v. 1, 2, &c. Know alſo this that in the 
laſt days, ſhall come on dangerous times: men ſhall 
be lovers of themſelves, covetous, haughty, proud, 
blaſphemers, diſobedient -- ſlanderers, incontinent, 
unmerciful---traitors, ſtubborn, pufed up, lovers of 
themſelves more than of God : having an appearance 
indeed of godlineſs, but denying the power thereof. 
(Chriſtians, are not theſe dangerous times now come 
upon us, Have we not lately ſeen or heard of too 


many men of this character who not only creep into 


bouſes and lead away captive filly women laden with 
fins ; but alſo publicly, and before numerous audien- 
ces, preach up themſelves, rather than Jeſus Chriſt ; 
and ſeek to beguile their hearers both of their mony 
and of their faith.) Now theſe avoid, ſays the Apoſtle: 
---exhorting his dilciple (v. 10, 22 to perſeverance 
in all good, by his own example, by puting him in 
mind of his dodtrin, his mammer of life, his purpoſe, 
faith, long ſuffering, love, patience, and of the affliction, 
and perſecutions, he had endured ; for Chriſt, out of 
which nevertheleſs the Lord bath delivered bim: and 
teling him (v. 12.) that all that ab live godly in 
25 Chrift, ſball ſuffer perſecution. 

Chap. iv. v. 1, 2, &c. I charge thee before God, 
and Jeſus Chriſt, who ſhall judge the living and the 
dead, by his coming, and his kingdom : preach the 
word, be inſtant, in ſeaſon out of ſeaſon (that is, at all 
times) reprove, intreat, rebuke, with all patience 
and doctrin.“ O the preſing charge, and upon the 
ſtrongeſt inducements, to all paſtors and teachers, to 
labor in earneſt, in reclaiming ſiners; and inculcat- 
ing at all times Chriſtian truths and Chriſtian duties, 
for the ſalvation of the fouls entruſted with them 
O who will give to them all this apoſtolic ſpirit ! 
O who will give, that they may all be vigilant ws 

that 
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that they may labor in all things, may do the work 
of Evangeliſls (that is, may worthily and diligently 
execute the ſublime office of the preachers of the 


Goſpel) may fulfil their miniſiry and, as the apoſtle 


admoniſhes, be ſober, by a reſtraint of all their paſions, 
and by renouncing all exceſſes and intemperances : 
that ſo they may be able to ſay with the apoſtle ap- 
proaching now to the laſt period of his life. v. 7, 8. 
J have fought a gocd fight, I have finiſtked my 
courſe, J have kept the faith. As to the reſt there is 
laid up for me a crown of juſtice, which the Lord, 
the juſt judge will render to me at that day: and 
not to me only, but to them alſo that love his com- 
ing: and properly prepare themſelves for it. 


The Epiſtle to Tirvs. 

HA. i. v. 7, 8. A biſhop (and prieſi) muſt 
be without crime, (blameleſs) as the ſteward of 
God; not proud, not ſubject to anger, not gi- 
ven to wine, no ſtriker, nor greedy of filthy lucre : 
but given to hoſpitality, gentle, ſober, juſt, holy, 
continent, (and temperate.) Embracing that faithful 
word, which is accotding to doCtrin (the goſpel truth.) 
that he may be able to exhort in ſound doctrin, and 
to convince the gain- ſayers.“ O ſuch indeed ought 
to be the virtue, and ſuch ought to be the learning 
of all paſtors of fouls; as to anſwer fuly this apo- 

ſtolical character, in both its parts. 
Chap. ii. v. 1, 2, &c. Speak thou the things that 


become ſound doctrin: that the aged men be ſober, 


chaſt, prudent, ſound in faith, in charity, and in 


patience : the aged women in like maner in holy at- 


tire, not falſe accuſers, not given to much wine, 
teaching well the young women to be wiſe, to love 
their huſbands, to love their children, to be diſcreet, 

Ff chaſt 
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chaſt, ſober, having a care of the houſe, gentle, 
obedient to their buſbands, that the word of God be 
not blafphemed. Young men in like maner exhort 
to be fober. In all things ſhew thyſelf an example 
of good works, in docttin, in integrity, in gravity, 
<--Fxhort ſervants to be obedient to their maſters, in 
all things pleaſing, not gain-ſaying,, not defrauding : 
but in all things ſhewing good fidelity, that they may 
adorn the doQrin of God our Saviour in all things. 
For the grace of God our Saviour hath appeared to 
all men (by the Son of God his coming amongſt us) in- 
ſtructing us that denying ungodlineſs and worldly de- 
fires, we ſhould live ſoberly, juſtly, and godly in this 
world : looking for the bleſed hope and coming of 
the glory of the great God, and our Saviour Jeſus 
Chriſt: who gave himſelf for us, that he might re- 
deem us from all iniquity ; and might cleanſe to him- 
ſelf an acceptable people, a purſuer of good works.” 
See here Chriſtians, a ſhort abſtract of the rule of 
life, which the Son of God came from heaven to 
teach: ſee what you are to renounce, viz. ungodlineſs 
(which hurries you away from God) and worldly de- 
fires ; the Juſt of the fleſh, the luſt of the eyes, and 
the pride of. life. See what you are to embrace, and 
how you are to live, by the Chriſtian rule: ſoberly, 
with regard to yourſelves : Jufily with regard to your 
neighbours; and godly, with regard to your God; 
by making his love and ſervice your principal buſi- 
neſs : In the mean time you are to look forward to- 
wards your heavenly country, and that heppy and e- 
ternal union with your ſovereign good, which your 
Saviour has purchaſed for you by his death; and by 
_ correſponding with the grace of this your great deli- 
verer, to make the beſt of your way thither. 

. Chap. iii. v. 1, &c. * Admoniſh them Call Cbriſti- 
ans to be ſubject to princes and powers, to obey at 
a word, to be ready to every good work: to ſpeak 
evil of no man; not to be litigious, but gentle, ſhew- 


ing 
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ing all meekneſs towards all men. (Huving compaſſion 
on their frailties, ignorances and fins : confidering that) 
we ourſelves alſo were fome time unwile, &c. (And 
if we are now reclaimed, we muſt} not glory, as if we 
bad this advantage rom ourſeives.) But when the 
goodneſs and Kindneſs of God our Saviour appeared, 
not by the works of juſtice, which we have done, 
but according to his own meicy he ſaved us, by the 
Ixver of regeneration and renovation of the Holy 
Ghoſt.--- That being juſtified by his grace, we may 
be heirs according to hope of lite everlaſting.-- Thele 
things I will have thee affirm conſtantly : that they 
who believe in God, may be careful to excel in good 
works. (Chriſtians, let us attend to theſe excelent leſ- 
ſons, But as for) A man that is à heretic, after the 


of the BIBLE. 


firft and ſecond admonition (finding him to be obſtinate 


and ſelf-conceited) av, him: knowing that be that 
is ſuch a one is ſubverted (is quite overturned) and ſin- 
eib (unto death) being condemned (and caſt out of the. 
church, not waiting as other ſiners for the judgment. 
of the paſtors of the church; but) by bis own judg- 
ment : (retrenching himſelf from the church by his. 
his own unhappy choice; and thus giving Judgment: 
and ſentence againſt his own ſoul. | 


n — 


— 


The Epiſtle 70 PHIL EMON, 


53 Apoſtle aſter commending the faith and cha- 
rity of Philemon, an illuſtrious Chriſtian of Co- 
bfſe in Phrygia, ſends back to him his fugitive ſervant: 
Oneſimus, whom he had converted in priſon. * I be- 
ſeech thee ſaith he, (v. 10. &c.) for my ſon Oneſi- 
mus, whom I have ſent back to thee. And do thou 
receive him, as my own bowels.---Perhaps he there- 
fore departed for a ſeaſon from thee, that thou might- 


eſt receive him again for ever; not now as a ſervant, 
1 but 
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bet inſtead of a ſervant, a moſt dear brother, eſpe- 
cialy to me, but how much more to thee,---If there. 
fore thou count me a partner, receive him as my. 
ſelf. And if he hath wronged thee in any thing, or 
is in thy debt, put it to my account. I Paul have 
writen it with my own hand : I will repay it : not 
to ſay to thee, that thou oweſt me thy ownſelf allo : 
Vea, brother, may I enjoy, thee in the Lord: re- 
freſh my bowek in the Lord, &c.* See here Chri- 
ſtians, how eloquent is the apoſtle's charity, in plea- 


ding for a poor fugitive, with his injured maſter : 


who no doubt in conſideration of this interceffion, 
granted him, even more than was aſked. O bow 
often does the Son of God himſelf, by the more 
powerful eloquence of his own moſt preeious blood, 
thed for us all, call upon us to be reconciled with 
our enemies; to forgive as we hope for forgivneſs, 
to overlook injuries for his ſake ; and by his great 
example, to overcome evil with good: remonſtra- 
ting to us, all that he has done, and fuffered for us, 
notwithſtanding that we were his enemies by our ſin 
pPromiſũng us all good if we will imitate his charity, 
and threating us with the worſt of evils if we refule 
to forgive from our hearts? And yet can we fay, that 
we have ever ſuffered ourſelves to be won over to a 
due and perfect compliance with our duty in regard 
to this generous charity to our enemies, with all 
this eloquence of the Son of God himſelf; or with 
any of the moſt preſing motives he inculcates, ei- 
ther from fear, or from love? O let us now at leaf 
repent and amend. 
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The Epiſtle to the HEBRE WS. 


IAP. i. v. 1, 2, &c. God who diverſly and 
many ways, ſpoke in times paſt to the fathers 
by the prophets :. laſt of all, in theſe days, hath 
ſpoken to-us by his Son, whom he hath appointed: 
heir of all things, by whom alſo he made the world 
who being the brightneſs of his gloty,---upholding 
all things by the word of his power, making purga- 
tion of ſins, (that is, baving purged away our fins 
by bis paſſion aud death,) fiteth now: on the right 
hand of the Majeſty on high: being made ſo much 
better than the Angels, as he hath inherited a more 
excelent name than they. For to which of the An-- 
gels hath he ſaid at any time: Tbou art my Sen, this 


day bave I begoten thee, Ac. Are they not all mini- 


ſtring Spirits, ſent to miniſter for them, who ſhall. 
receive the inheritance of ſalvation? O the goodneſs 
of God, in giving his Angels a charge over us, 1 


miniſter for us, in order to our ſalvation { But what 


is even this if compared with that incomprehenſible- 
benefit, of ſending down bis on Son to miniſter to 
us, and to lay down his life for our redemption? O 
bleſed be this his infinite goodneſs for all eternity. 
Cbab. it. v. 1, Kc. The Apoſtle inculcates the 
ſtrict obligation of our obſerving diligently the doctrin 
and precepts of the Son of God; /e/t af any lime, 
we ſhould let them flip, For if the tranſgreſſion of 
any point of the old law, given by Angels, was ſo 
ſeverely puniſhed : baw ſball we efeape if we neglecs 
fs great ſaluation, preached to us by the Lord him- 
ſelf? who for this purpoſe, and that he might be a 
proper high prieſt; and redeemer to us, has taken, 
not the nature of Angels, but the nature of man, 
of the ſeed of Abrabam, making bimfelf capable of 
| | ſuffering 
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ſuffering and dying for us, that thro? his death, he 
might deſtroy the empire of death, and of the devil; 
and might deliver us poor mortals, (whom he is now 
pleaſed to call bis bretbren,) from the bondage of ſin, 
and from a ſecond and everlaſting death. © v. 17. 18. 
Wherefore it behoved him in all things to be made 
like to his brethren : that he might become a merciful 
and faithſul high prieſt with God, to make a recon- 
ciliation for the ſins of the people. For in that wherein 
he himſelf hath ſuffered, and beentempted he is able 
to ſuccour them alſo that are tempted.“ O bleſed for 


ever be this our merciful high prieſt. 
\ Chap. iii. v. 2, &c. Wherefore holy brethren (Chri- 


Hebrews. 


and goſpel of the Son of God,) conſider (and always 
fix the eyes of your ſouls on Jeſus Chriſt our Lord, 
the apoſtle and bigh-prieſt of our profeſſion, (and reli- 
gion) who is ever faithful to bim that appointed him 
(high prieſt, ever doing his will, and obedient unto 
death, even to the death of the croſs: and ſee you i- 
mitate him.) © For our Lord Jeſus, was counted wor- 
thy of more glory than Moſes, by ſo much as he that 
hath bu lt the houſe hath more honor than the houſe. 
For every houſe is built by ſome man: but he that 
created all things [the divine Word, ] is God. And 
Moſes indeed was faithful in all bis houſe, as a ſer- 
vant. But Chriſt as a Son in his own houſe, [zbe 
&burch of God,] which houſe are we at preſent, and 
ſhall be for ever, if we hold faſt the confidence | in 
God,] and glory of hope unto the end.“ [If we per- 
ſevere to the end in faith, hope and charity.] But 
let him that thinks he ſtands, beware of a preſump- 
tuous aſſurance, leſt he fall. Wherefore as the Holy 
Gboſt ſaith : To day, if you ſhall hear his voice, 
harden not your hearts as they did, to whom God 
ſwore in his wrath, that they ſhould not enter into 
his reſt. * And take heed, brethren, left there be in 
any of you, an evil heart of unbelief, or diſobedience 
bg to 


ftians) partakers of this heavenly caling, (to the law 
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to depart from the living God.“ O the dreadful 
evil indeed, to depart, by ſin, ſrom the living God! 
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O the dreadful evil, to depart from his goodneſs and 


mercy; and to fall into the hands of his juſtice! *Tis 
a dreadful thing indeed to fall into the hands of the 
living God! Therefore exhort ye and encourage 
one another every day, whilſt it is caled, to day : 
as long as your ſhort day continues (to cor- 
reſpond with the divine grace, ard to continue in all 
that is good) leſt any of you be hardened through the 
deceitfulneſs of ſin: and be excluded thereby from 
God's eternal reſt. 

Chap. iv. v. 1. 3. &c. © Let us fear therefore, 
leſt the promiſe being left of entering into his reſt, a- 
ny of you ſhould be thought to be wanting (in your 
correſpondence with grace, as the Iſraelites were. ) 
For we who have believed ſhall (by coreſpondence with 
grace, and by perſeverance ) enter into the eternal reſt 
of the Lord---for there remaineth fill a day of reſt. 
for the people of God.---Let us haſten therefore to 
enter into that reſt ¶ and beware) leſt any one fall 
into the ſame example of unbeliet (of diſobedeince as 


the Iſraelites did: for our guilt cannot be hid from 


Cod, nor eſcape his juſtice.) For the Word of God is 
living and effeQtual, and more penetrating than any 
two edged ſword: and reaching unto the diviſion of 
the ſoul and of the ſpirit, of the joints alſo and of the 
marrow; and is a diſcerner of the thoughts and in- 
tents of the heart. Neither is there any creature in- 
viſible in his ſight : but all things are naked and open 
to his eyes, &c. (O great God, who then ſhall dare 
to offend thee, before thy own eyes? Seeing then 
that we have a great high prieſt, that hath paſed into 
the heavens, Jeſus the Son of God: let us hold faſt. 
our conſeſſion (by faith and good life, and perſeverance 
unto the end.) For we have not a high prieſt, who 
cannot have compaſſion on our infirmittes : but one 
tempted in all things, like as we are, yet * 
in. 


332 The Morality Hiebrewi. 


ſin. Let us go therefore with confidence to the 

throne of grace: that through him we may obtain 
mercy, and find grace in ſeaſonable aid.“ O my ſoul 
let this be thy daily exerciſe. . 

Chap. v. v. 1, &c. © For every high prieſt taken 
from among men, is appointed for men, in the things 
that apertain to God, that he may offer up gifts and 
ſacrifices for fins. Who can have compaſſion on 


them that are ignorant, and that err becauſe he him-- 


| ſelf alſo is compaſſed with infirmity, &c.* (Such is 
the prieſily office the price is a man appointed far men 


in the things that appertain to God; and his principal 


function is to offer gifts and ſacrifices for fins, And 
| ſuch was the priefthood of Jeſus Chriſt, the great 
high prieſt and mediator of God and men.) Nei- 
ther doth any man take ?b;s honor to himſelf (without 
the guilt of @ facrilegious uſurpation) but he that is 


cated by God as was Aaron. So alſo Chriſt did not. f 


lorify himſelf to be made a high prieſt: but he that 
aid to him. Thou art my ſon, & c. and in another 
place: Thou art a prieſt for ever according to the 
order of Melchifedech.* (King of Fuſtice and King of 
Peace, having no end of his kingdom, or of his prieſt- 
hood: but both King and Prieſt for ever.) Who in 
the days of his fleſh (of bit mortality) offering up N 
ers and fupplications (in the garden, and on the Crofs) 
with a ſtrong cry and tears, to him that was able to 
ſave him from death, was heard for his reverence.” 
(Learn Chriſtians of your Redeemer to offer up your 
prayers and ſupplications to God, with the like fervor, 
and with the like reverence; and you alſo ſhall be 
heard: but learn alſo in all your ſufferings, the obedi- 
ence and reſignation of the Son of God: by which 
he redeemed you) and v. g. being conſummated, be- 
came the cauſe of eternal ſalvation to all that obey bim. 
So that you muſt be of the number of the obedient; 
if you would be of the number of the ſaved. 


— Chap. 
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Chap. vi. v. 4, &c. The Apofile declares the 
qreadſul conſequences of the fin of apoſtacy from the 
faith, and from the known truth. It is impoſſible 


fays be, for thoſe who were once enlightened (by faith 


and baptifm ) have taſted alſo the heavenly gift (in the 
bleſed Encharift } and were made partakers of the Ho- 
ly Ghoſt (in their con fir mation) have moreover taſted 
the good word of God, and the powers of the world 
to come (in the preaching of the goſpel, and the exer- 
ciſe of mental prayer) and are falen away (by apoſtacy) 
to be renewed again to penance :? becaule they cannot 
receive again the ſacrament of baptiſm, which the A- 
poſtle calls the laver of regeneration and renovation, 
Tit. uit. v. 5. nor without extreme difficulty, and a 
miraculous grace, which is very ſeldom allowed to a- 
poſtates return again by penance to the happy ftate 
from which they fell crucifying again to themſelves the 
Lan of God, and making a mockery of bim: by the a- 
buſe of thoſe graces purchaſed by his death. © For 
the earth that drinketh in the rain, which cometh of- 
ten upon it, and brineeth forth herbs * meet for them 
by whom it is tiled, receiveth blefing from God. 
But that which bringeth forth thorns and briars is re- 
jected, and very near to a curſe, whoſe end is to be 
burn'd. (O dread thou, my ſoul, the abuſe of God's 
graces.) But my dearly beloved, we truſt better 
things of you, and nearer to falvation.----For God is 
not unjuft, that he ſhould forget your work, and the 
love (the charity) you have ſhewn in his name: you 
who have miniftred, and do minifter th the Saints. 
And we defire that every one of you ſhould fhew 
forth the ſame carefulneſs, to the accompliſhing of 
hope to the end? (and to the effectualy bringing you 
to the good things of the Lord, which are the object 
of your hope, in the land of the living.) © That you 
become not flothful, but followers of them, who 
through faith and patience, fhall inherit the promiſes? 
(even thofe promfes which God made to — 
an 
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and to his ſeed, Chriſt Jeſus our Lord, and through 
him to us all; and) which his divine Majeſty has con- 
firmed with a ſolemn oath; v. 17, &c. meaning 
thereby more abundantly to ſhew to the heirs of the 
Promiſe the immutability of his counſel; «that ſo we 
might have the ſtrongeſt comfort, and ſupport know- 
ing that God cannot lye, or be falſe to his promiſe and 
oath: we who as the Apoſtle adds, have fled for re- 
tuge, to hold faſt the hope ſet before us (built upon 
theſe promiſes) Which we have 2s an anchor to ( fix 
the ſoul, ſure and firm, and which entereth in, even 
within the veil (of the ſanctuary of heaven, being fix- 
ed in God himſelf, and raiſing us up to him,) where 
Jeſus is already entered in for us as a foreruner, to 
introduce us thither, and as our high prieſt for ever 
according to the order of Melchiſedech.“ O my foul 
what comfort is here for us N 

Chap. vii. v. 1, 2, &c. The Apoſtle demonſtrates 
that the prieſthood of Chriſt, according to the order 
of Melchiſedech, far excels the Levitical prieſthood, 
and puts an end both to it, and to the Levitical law: 


which brought nothing to perfection, and therefore is 


now ſet aſide; and in its place a better bope brougbt in 


by which we draw nigh to God: (v. 19.) eſtabliſhed 
upon better promiſes. He adds 24, &. that our 


high prieſt, for that he continueth tor ever, hath an 
everlaſting prieſthood----always living to make inter- 
ceſſion for us. For it was fiting that we ſhould have 
ſuch a high prieſt, holy, innocent, undefiled, ſepara- 


ted from ſiners, made higher than the heavens; who. 
needeth not, as the Levitical prieſts, did, daily to of- 
fer ſacrifices, firſt for his own ſins, and then for the 
ſins of the people: For this (latter) he did once in 


offering himſelf (upon the croſs, for our redemption.. 
O bleſed be this our great Redeemer ! O how happy 


are wein having ſuch a high prieſt! In the following 
chapters, the Apoſtle proceeds in ſeting forth, the 
excelence of the prieſthood of Chriſt, and the ad- 


vantages 
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vantages of the new covenant ; and ſhews how much 
the facrifices of the law fall ſhort of the ſacrifices of 
Chriſt, 

Chap. ix. v. 11, &c. For Chriſt being come, 
a high prieſt of the good things to come, by a greater 
and more perfect tabernacle, not made with hands--- 
neither by the blood of goats or of calves, but by his 
own blood entered once into the ſanQuary (above) 
having obtained eternal redemption.* (Inasmuch as 
Chriſt our Lord, by that one ſacrifice of his blood, 
once offered on the croſs, paid and exhibited once for 
all, the general price and ranſom ot all mankind, 
which no other prieſt could do; and he himſelf could 
do but once; becauſe he could die but once : and 
with the ſame blood, which he hath taken with him 
into the ſanctuary of heaven, he now appears in the 
preſence of God for us; and continualy intercedes 
for us.) v. 27, 28. And as it is appointed for men 
once to die; and after this the judgment: ſo alſo 
Chriſt was offered once to exhauſt, (o draw out as 
it were to the very bottom by a plentiful and perfed re- 
demption,) the ſins of many. The ſecond time he 
ſhall appear without fin, to them that expect him unto 
ſalvation.” O come Lord Jeſus, and put a final end 
to the reign of ſin. 

Chap. x. v. 19, &c. © Having therefore, brethren, 
a confidence in the entering into the Holies, (the 
fanfuary of beaven) by the blood of Chriſt, a new 
and living way, which he hath dedicated for us, thro? 
the veil, that is to ſay, his fleſh, and a high .prieſt o- 
ver the houſe of God, (even the Son of God himPelf.) 
Let us draw near with a true [and perfect] heart, in 
fulneſs of faith, having our hearts ſprinkled and pu- 
rified] from an evil conſcience, and our bodies waſh- 
ed with clean water, [in the fountain of baptiſm. ] 
Let us hold faſt the confeſſion of our [faith and] hope 
without wavering ; for he is faithful that hath promi- 


ſed. And let us conſider one another, to provoke 
«4 [that 
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that is, to tntourage and excite one anotber,] 
unto charity and good works. Not forſaking our a- 
ſembly, {the ſociety and communion of the church,] 
but comforting one another, [by communicating to- 
gether in all that is good] and fo much the more, as 
you ſee the day approaching, {which is to put an end 
to all that is temporal, and to introduce you into an 
unchangable eternity] For if we fin wilfuly, [by an 
apoſtacy from the communion of the church, and 
the ſociety of the people of God,] after having recei- 
ved the knowltdge of the truth and by this apoſtacy 
from the known truth, and this wilful abuſe of all the 
divine graces, make void as much as hes in us the paſ- 
ſion and death of the Son of God,] there is now leſt 
no other ſacrifice for ſins; but a certain dreadful ex- 
pectation of judgment, and the rage of a fire that 
ſhall conſume the adverſaries [of God and bis church] 
A man making void the law of Moſes, dieth without 
mercy under two or three witneſſes: how- much more 
do you think he deſerveth worſe puniſhments, who 
by his apoſtacy hath troden under foot the Son of 
God, and hath eſteemed the blood of the covenant 
unclean, with which he was ſanctified, and hath offe- 
red an affront to the ſpirit of grace? For we know 
him that hath ſaid : Vengeance belongeth to me, and I 


mull ' repay.---- Tis a dreadful thing to fall into the 


hands of the living God. But call to mind the for- 
mer days, [after your converſion} in which being illu- 
minated, you endured a great fight; [ great conflicts of 
perſecutions and] of affliftions,------and you took with 
joy the being ſtriped of your goods, knowing that you 
have a better, and a laſting ſubſtance, Do not there- 
fore loſe your confidence, which hath a great reward. 
For patience is neceſſary for you: that doing the will 
of God you may receive the promiſe. For yet a litle 
and a very little while, and he that is to come will 
come, and will not delay. But my juſt man liveth 


by faith, | /uported by the truth and promiſes of * | 
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but if he withdraw himſelf, he ſhall not pleaſe my 


| ſoul. But we are not the children of withdrawing, 


ſor faling of from Chriſt, or his church] unto per- 
dition ; but of faith to the ſaving of the ſoul. Attend 
my ſoul to theſe awful truths. Now what this Faith 
is, which has ſo great an influence on our juſtificati- 
on and ſalvation; the Apoſtle declares, Chap. xi. de- 


monſtrating its excelence, and its wonderful efficacy 


from its fruits, and from all thoſe great things which 
the ancient ſaints have effected through faith. 
Where the chriſtian reader will be pleaſed to obferve, 
that the faith, to which the apoſtle attributes all this 
good, was not a preſumpruous aſfurance of their own 
juſtification, exclud ng that humble fear, ſo often re- 
commended in holy writ (for to ſuch a faith as this 
both the Apoſtle, and the ancient Saints were utterly 
ſtrangers,) but the faith of the Saints, as appears 
from every part of this chapter, was a firm belief of all 
the divine truths; a lively ſenſe of the inviſible things 
of God, a ſtrong adheſion of the ſoul to the truths of 
religion, built upon divine revelation ; that is, upon 
the word and promiſes of God. 'This ſame was the 
faith of the Saints of the New Teſtament, and of the 


whole church of Chriſt from the begining : no other 


faith can bring any ſoul to Chriſt. 
Chap. xii. v. I, 2, &c. Wherefore we alſo havi 


fo great a cloud of witneſſes over us, {even all the an- 


cient Saints, giving teſtimony by their faith, to the 
truth of the word and of the promiſes of God,) lay- 


ing afede every weight, (preſing us down towards this 


wretched earth,) and the fin that ſurroundeth us, 
{with its continual temptations,) let us run by patience . 
to the fight that is ſet before us, (this warfare which 
we muſt go through, with the world, the fleſh, and 
the devil.) © Looking on Jeſus, the author and finiſh- 
er of faith, who having joy ſet before him, endured 
the croſs, deſpiſing the ſhame, and ſiteth on the right 
hand of the throne of God. For think ye diligently 


Ty upon 
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upon him, that endured ſuch oppoſition from ſiners 
againſt himſelf that you be not wearied, (with your 
defer ſufferings,) fainting in your minds. For you 
have not yet reſiſted unto blood, (in this warfare,) 
ftriving againſt ſin.*-----My fon, (faith the ſpirit ot 
God,) neglect not the diſciplin of the Lord: neither 
be thou wearied, whilſt thou art rebuked by him: 
For whom the Lord loveth, he chaſtiſeth, and he 
ſcourgeth every ſon whom he receiveth. *© Perſevere 
under correction. God (when he chaſliſes you,) deals 
with you as with his ſons, for what ſen is there whom 
the father doth not corre&? But it you be without 
chaſtiſement, whereof all (God's true children) are 
made partakers, then are you baſtards, and not ſons, 
---- The fathers of our fleſh, (beretofore) corrected us 
ard we gave them reverence : ſhall ve not much more 
obey the father of our ſpirits, and live? And they 
indeed for a few days, chaſtiſed us according to their 
own pleaſure, but he (tbe father of ſpirits,) for our 
profit, that we might be parlakers of his holineſs. 
Now no chaſtiſement for the preſent, feemeth to bring 
with it joy, but ſorrow : but after wards it will yield 
to them that are exerciſed by it, tlie moſt peaceable 
fruit of juſtice. (Excelent e rer, for chriſtians 
that are under affiiflions a ir / ) wherefore 
(take courage under your crofſes, and remit nothing of 
your ſpiritual exerciſes, ) lift up your hands which are 
Hanging down, [and ſet them to work,] and [ firength- 
en] the feeble knees, and make ſtraight ſteps with 
your feet, that no one halting may go out of the way 
but rather be healed. Follow peace with all men, 
and holineſs, without which no man ſhall ſee God: 
Tooking diligently leſt any man be wanting to the grace 
of God: leſt any root of bitterneſs, [corruption in 
dofirin or morals,| ſpringing up [amongſt you,] ſhould 
hinder [your ſouls health,] and by it many be defiled 
Leſt there ſhould be [amongſt you] any fornicator, or 
any profane perſon, as Eſau, who for one meſs ſold 


his 
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bis firſt birth right,” [the unbappy caſe of all thoſe 
who ſor the gratifying their ſenſual and carnal incli- 
nations, part with their ſhare in God's eternal inheri- 
tance, purchaſed for them by the blood of Chriſt. ] 
For know ye, that when afterwards he deſired 40 inbe- 
rit the bleſing [of his tather]. he was reſecled: for be 
found no place of repentance, ,[that is, no way te bring 
his father to repent the having given away from him 
the bleſing belonging to the firſt born, ] although with 
tears he bad fought it. * For you [ Cbriſtiaus,] are 
not come to the palpable mountain, (Sina, from 


which the old Jaw was dilivered, in) the burning fire 


nor to a whirlwind, and darkneſs and tempeſt, and 
the ſound of the trumpet, &c. But you are come to 


mount Sion (the church of Chriſt, in which his new 
law has been ſweetly publiſhed by his Boly Spirit,) and 


to the bleſed ſociety of the city of the living God, the 
heavenly, Feruſalem; and to the company of many 


thouſands of Angels; and to the church of the firſt- 


born, [tbe ele] who are writen in heaven, and to 
God the judge of all, and to the ſpirits of the juſt 
made perfect; and to 2 the mediator of the new 
Teſtament, and to the ſprinkling of his blood, which 
ſpeaking better than that of Able,” ſcaling {or mercy 
and not for vengeance. Chriſtians lee here diſplayed 
tle dignity and happineſs of this communion in all that 
is holy, with all that are holy, to which we are ad- 
mited through Chriſt, in the church of the new Teſ- 


tament: and let your lives correſpond with it.) © v. 
25, &c. See then you refuſe not him that ſpeaketh 


to us from heaven, &c. Wherefore receiving an im- 
movable kingdom, {by the new and everlaſting cove- 
nant of the goſpel of cbriſti, we have grace: where- 


by let us ſerve pleaſing God, with fear and reverence. 


For our God is a conſuming fire :? for the puniſh- 
ment of them that refuſe to ſerve him. 


Chap. xiii. v. 1, 2, &c. Let fraternal charity, 
[brotherly love ever] abide in you. And do not for- 
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get (to exerciſe) hoſpitality, for by this ſome. ( Abra- 
am and Lot) being not aware of it, have entertai- 
ned Angels. Remember them. that are in bands, 
(priſoners and captives,) as if you were bound with 
them; and them that are afflited,” [that labor under 
any ſufferings or miſeries,] as being yourſelves alſo in 
the body [and therefore liable to the like ſufferings.] 
Let marriage be honorable in all, [let all married peo- 
ple be ſenfible of the ſanctity of Chriſtian matrimony 
and bonor it by refraining from all abufes and irregu- 
larities: and] let the marriage bed be undefiled : 
for farnicators and adulterers God wilt judge, and 
condemn. Let your manners be without covetouſneſs, 
contented with fuch things as you have, [and relying 
upon God.] For he bath ſaid : Iwill not leave thee, 
neither will I forſake thee. So that we may confident- 
ly fay : The Lord is my helper, I will not fear what 
man ſhall dounto me. Remember your prelates, 
who have ſpoken to you the word of God: whoſe 
faith follow, conſidering the end of their converſation. 
Jeſus Chriſt yeſterday and to day: and he and his 
truth is the ſame for ever, fand therefore} be not led 
away with various and ſtrange doctrins, and novel- 
ties, for it is beſt that the heart be eſtabliſhed with 
grace, [the grace of the new covenant,] not with meats 
| [of the old lau,] which have not profited thoſe that 
walk in them. We have an altar [of tbe facrifice of 
the body and blood of Chriſt,] whereof they have no 
Dower to eat, who ſerve the [moſaical] tabernacle. 
For the old law allowed not any one to eat of the 
acrifice offered for his ſins; which the new law not 
only allows, but commands, by the inſtitution of the 
Euchariſtic ſacrifice. } © For [under the law of Moſes,] 
the bodies of thoſe beaſts, whoſe blood is brought in- 
to the ſanctuary by the high prieſt ſor ſin, are burned 
without the camp. Wherefore Jeſus alſo that he 


might fanctify the people with his own blood, ſuffer- 
ed without the gate. Ler vs go forth therefore to 


him 
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him witkout the camp, bearing his reproach [carry- 


ing bis croſs.) For here we have no laſting city : but 


we ſeek one to come. By him therefore [bat i 
tbrough Chriſt,] let us offer up the ſacrifice of — 5 
to God, continualy, that is the fruit of lips giving 
glory to his name. And do not forget [the works of 
mercy and almt-deedi,] to do good, and to impart: 
for by ſuch ſacrifices [as the/e] God's favor is obtain- 
ed. Obey your prelates, and be ſubject to them. 
For they watch, as being ts render an account of your 
ſouls, That they may do this [difcbarge this duty in 
your regard, ] with Joy, and not with grief: for this 
[giving them grief in the diſcharge of their duty,] is not 
expedient for you. Pray for us, &c. And may the God 
of peace, who brought back again from the dead, 
the great paſtor of the ſheep,. our Lord Jefus Chriſt, 
in the blood of the everlaſting covenant, fit you in all 
goodneſs, that you may do his will: doing in you that 
which is well pleaſing in his fight [and enabling you 
to do that which is well pleaſing in bis ſigbt,] through 
Jeſus Chriſt: to whom be glory for ever and ever. 
Amen. Grace be with you all, Amen. Lord give all 
Chriſtians the grace to conform their lives to theſe 
heavenly leſſons. 


— ——_——C____——_r—_ 


The Epiſtle of St. Janes. 


HAP. i. v. 2, 3, &e. My brethren, count it 
(a ſubject of) all joy when you ſball fall into di- 
vers (tribulat ions and) temptations (or trials of your 
faith and conſtancy, knowing and aſſuring yourſelves 
of the great advanthge of this kind: of ſufferings : and) 
that this trying of your faith worketh patience, (by 
giving you occaſion of learning and practiſing this ne- 
ceſſary virtue.) © And patience bath a perfect work, 
let then your patience be ſuch,) that you may be per- 
G g 3 ted 
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fect and entire, failing in nothing. But if any of you 
want this wiſdom, and perfection of patience, let him 
aſk it of God, by fervent prayer who giveth to all 
abundantly, and upbraideth not: and it ſhall be giv- 


en him. But let him aſk in faith, nothing wavering, 


(with a ſtrong and lively faith, and an entire confi- 
dence in God.“) Let the brother who is of low conditi- 
on, (according to the world,) ghry in lis being exalted 

(by grace and by thedignity of being a child of Ged, 
and by his title to an eternal kingdom.) But let the 

rich man (take occaſion of confounding and humbling 
himſeſt,) from thinking of his being low, quickly to 
be carried off by death, and to be ſent he knows not 
whither,) © becauſe as the flower of the graſs he ſhall 
paſs away. For the ſun roſe with a burning heat, 

and parched the graſs, and the flower thereof fell off, 
and the beauty of the ſhape thereof periſhed : ſo alſo 
ſhall the rich man fade away in his ways. Bleſed is 
the man that endureth temptation,” (tribulations, per- 

ſecutions, ſufferings of divers kinds, ſo as not to be o- 
vercome by them, but to come off with yiQory,) 

for when be hath been proved, (in this manner) be 
hall receive (for his reward,) tbe crown of life, which 

Cod batb promiſed to them that love him. (For there 
is no better proof of love, than conſtancy in ſuffering 
for one's beloved.) But then as to other kinds of temp- 
tations, by which the ſoul isallured to ſin.) © Let no 
man, when he is tempted (35 them) ſay that he is 
tempted by God: for God is not a tempter of evils; 
and he tempteth no man. Butevery man is tempted 
being drawn away and allured by his own concupi- 
ſcence. Then when concupiſcence hath conceived, 
and is entertained and conſented to, it bringeth forth 
ſin: but fin whenit is compleated, begeteth death : 

(of | theſe evils God is not the author : but ) every beſt 
gift, and every perfect gift is from God above, com- 
ing down from the Father of lights, with whom there 
is no change. For of his own will, bath he begoten 
| | Us, 
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us, by the word of truth, that we might be ſome be- 
gining, (as 1t-were the firſt fruits) of his creation. 
Now let every man be ſwift to hear {the word of God 
and the leſſons of life) but ſlow to ſpeak (bis own con- 
ceits,) and flow to anger. For the anger of man 
worketh not the juſtice of God, (but is an enemy toit) 
Wherefore caſting away all uncleaneſs, (and abba ſo- 
ever may defile your ſouls, )----with mee kneſs receive 


into your hearts, the engrafted word, which is able 


(if you will correſpond with it) to ſave your ſouls, 
But then be ye doers of the word, and not hearers 
only, deceiving yourſelves (to your own condemnation”) 
For he (only that by occaſion of the word of God,) 
hath looked (by diligent meditation (inte the perfect law 
of liberty, (deſigned to ſet our ſouls free from ſatan 


and fin,) and hath continued therein, not becoming 


a forgetful hearer, but a dcer of the werk; this ſame 
ſhall be bleſed in his deeds. But if any man think 
himſelf to be religious, not bridling his tongue, but 
deceiving his own heart, (by giving himſelf a liber- 
ty of thinking, and uttering without reſtraint, all that 
he has a mind,) this man's religion is vain, (it will 
never bring him to God.) This is clean (and pure) 
religion, (a ſervice acceptable to God,) and undefiled 
in bis eyes ; to viſit (and aſſiſt) the fatherleſs, and ⁊ui- 
dows in their tribulation, (to exerciſe all the works 


of mercy and piety,) and to keep one's ſelf unſpoted, 


(not only from all the exceſſes ot the tongue, but alſo 
from all irregular affections to) bis world. 


Chap. ii. v. 12, &c. So ſpeak ye, and fo do, as 
being to be judged by the law of liberty, (the Goſ- 
pel of Chriſt, which inſiſts upon a perfect purity 
from ſin, in your words and works: and a continual 
regard to mercy and charity) for judgment without | 
mercy to him that hath not done mercy, (what/ce- 

be may pretend to with regard to faith.) For 
what ſhall it profit, my brethren, if a man ſays he 
hath faith, but hath not works ? Shall faith be able 
| . to 
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to fave him? And if a brother or ſiſter be naked, and 
want daily food; and one of you fay to them: go 
in peace, be you warmed and filed: yet give them 
not thoſe things that are neceſſary for the body, what 
ſhall it profit? Even fo faith, if it has not works is 
dead in itſelf. But ſome man will fay : Thou haſt 
faith, and I have works: ſhew me thy faith without 
works: and F will ſhew thee my faith by. works. 
Thou believeſt that there is one God: thou doſt 
well : the devils alſo believe and tremble. But wilt 


thou know, O vain man, that faith without works is 


dead? Was not Abraham our father juſtified by 
works, offering up his ſon Iſaac upon the altar? Seeſt 
thou that faith did cooperate with his works : and by 
works faith was made perfect? &c. For as the body 
without the ſpirit is dead, fo faith without works is 


dead.“ Chriſtians give ear to this apoſtolic doQrin of 


the neceſſity of good works: and embrace it both in 
belief and practice: and beware of lying ſpirits, that 
would beguile you of your reward, by pretending to 
guide you to heaven by a more compendious way of 
their own invention. 5 

Chap. ili. v. 1, 2, &c. © Be not many mafters my 
brethren, (be not ambitious of prelacy or ſuperiority 
knowing that yon receive the greater judgment, (as 
having the more to anſwer for,) we all offend in many 
things, (and ſball have enough to do to anſwer for our- 


s, without charging curſelues with the fins of 


others.) If any man offend not in word, the ſame is 
a perfect man.---The tongue is a fire, a world of 
miquity, (by reafon of the innumerable evils, and fins 
ich men are continualy guilty of in words, ) who a- 
mong you is a wiſe man, and endued with knowledge ? 
Let him fhew by a good converſation, his work in 
the meekneſs of wiſdom, (for the true teſt to-know if 
he be wiſe indeed, is if bis converſation is innocent; 
i it be meek and humble,) but if (inſtead of meekneſs 
vou have bitter zeal, and there be contentions in 
| your 
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your hearts: glory not, and be not liers againſt the 
truth, for this is not wiſdom coming down from a- 
bove : but earthly, ſenſual, diabolical. For where 
envying and contention is, there is inconſtancy and 
every evil work. But the wiſdom that is from above 
( from the Spirit of God) firſt is chaſt, (pure) then 
peaceable, modeſt, eafy to be perfuaded, (ar intreat- 
ed) full of mercy and good fruits, without judging, 
without diſſimulation. Now the fruit of juſtice is 
ſown in peace, to them that (love and) make peace. 
Lord, grant us this true wiſdom from above, with 


all its fruits of Chriſtian juſtice and peace: and re- 


move far from thy inheritance that falſe wiſdem, 
which is earthly, ſenſual; and diabelical. 

Chap. iv. v. 1, z, &c. From whence are wars 
(quarrels) and contentions among you? Come they 
not hence from your concupiſcences (your diſorderly 
affections to the world and the fleſh.)---You covet 
and yet you have not (your deſires are not ſatisfied) 
you---envy : and cannot obtain (what you would have} 
you contend and war, and you have not (what you 
ftrive for) becauſe you.aſk not. You afk, and you 
receive not, becauſe you aſk amiſs (not ſecking the 
will and glory of God, noy the ſalvation of _ 
fouls, but the gratifying your own diſorderly inclina- 
tions) that you may conſume it on your concupiſ- 
cence. Ye adulterers (ſalſe to your engagements to 
your God, and eagerly purſuing your ſenſual and 
worldly ſatisfactions. Know. you not that the ſriend- 
ſhip (and love) of this world is the enemy of God? 
W holoever therefore will be a friend (a lover) of this 
world, becometh an enemy to God. (Lord, take 
from us then the love of this wretched world, and 
all its toys, that we may be thy friends for ever.) 
Wherefore he ſaith : God reſiſteth the proud, and 
giveth grace to the humble. Be ſubject therefore io 


God (ſubmiſſive to his will, humble and obedient) 


but reſiſt the devil, and he will fly from you. _—_— 
| wg 
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nigh to God (by humble and fervent prayer ) and he 


will draw nigh to you. Cleanſe your hands ye ſiners 


(from your ſinful works) and purify your hearts (from 
all duplicity) ye double minded (who ſeek not God 
in the uprightneſs of a ſingle heart; but have your 
hearts divided by earthly affections.) Be afflited 
(grieve for your diſorders and ſins) and mourn, and 
weep, let your laughter be turned into mourning, 
and your (wor/dly) joy into ſorrow. Be humbled in 
the ſight of the Lord (with a contrite and humble 
heart ſue for mercy) and he will exalt you (by ſhew- 
ing you mercy, and giving you his grace.) Detract 
not one another my brethren. He that detracteth bis 


brother, or he that judgeth his brother, detraQteth 


the law, and judgeth the law (which condemneth all 
detraction and 1aſh judgment.) There is one great 


law-giver and judge, that is able to deſtroy and to 


deliver. But who art that judgeſt thy neighbour ? 
(Uſurping a right that is the divine prerogative.) Be- 
hold now you that ſay: to day, or to mot row, we 
will go into ſuch a city, and there we will ſpend a 
year, and will traffic, and make our gain: whereas 
you know not what ſhall be on the morrow. For 
what 1s your life? It is a vapor, which appeareth 
for a little while, and afterwards ſhall vaniſh away. 
For that you ſhould ſay: If the Lord will; and if 
we ſhall live, we will do this or that.---To him there- 
fore that knoweth to do good, and doth it not, to 
him it is fin.” Lord grant that we may ever know, 
and ever do thy holy will. 

Chap. v. v. 1, 2, &c. Go to now ye (covetous) 
rich men, weep and howl for the miſeries that ſhall 
(quickly) come upon you (in puniſhment of your hard 
heartedneſs and opreſſions of the poor.)---You have 
ſtored up to yourſelves wrath againſt the laft days.--- 
But you my Chriſtian brethren (who are poor and 


afflicted) be patient until the coming of the Lord (to 


deliver you from all your evils, and to crown you 
| with 
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with everlaſting glory.) Behold the huſbandman wait- 
eth for the precious fruit of the earth ; patiently 
bearing till he receive both the early and the later. 
Be you therefore alſo patient, and ſtrengthen your 
hearts : for the coming of the Lord (to reward you) 
is at hand. In the mean time : Grudge not brethren 
one againſt another (by entertaining any envy, or un- 
charitable animoſity) that you may not be judged (and 
condemned at that day ; which in your regard cannot 
be far off, for) behold the judge ſtandeth before the 
door (prepared to knock, that you may open to him.) 
Take, my brethren, for an example of ſuffering 
evil, of labor and of patience, the prophets, who 
ſpoke in the name of the Lord (and all the Saints of 
God, who thro*-many tribulations, have made their 
way to heaven.) Behold we now account them bleſed 
who have endured (with patience, afflictions and per- 
ſecutions) you have heard of the patience of Job, 
and you have ſeen the end of the Lord (in what man- 
ner he rewarded his patience in the end) that the Lord 
is merciful and compaſſionate. But above all things, 
my brethern, ſwear not (fly from all manner of pro- 
fane ſwearing) · but let your ſpeech be: yea, yea : 
no, no: that you fall not under judgment (and con- 
demnation.) Is any man ſad, (grieved or afflicted) let 
him pray, (let him run to God for comfort.) Is he 
chearful in mind, let him ſing, (not profane ſopgs, 
but holy canticles.) Is any man ſick among you, let 
him bring in the priefts of the church, and let them 
pray over him, anointing him with oil, in the name 
of the Lord (and by his ordinance) and the prayer of 
faith ſhall ſave the ſick man; and the Lord ſhall 
raiſe him up; and if he be in fins, they ſhall be for- 
given him. (See here promulgated the divine inſtitu- 
tion of extreme unction: and glorify God for the 
manifold benefits, herein deſigned for Chriſtians in 
their ſickneſs.) Confeſs therefore your ſins (not only 
to God, but) one to another (viz. to the prieſts of 
Fo. | the 
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the church, whom you ought to call for, in your 
fickneffes, whether of foul or body) and pray one for 
another, that you may be ſaved, (but that your pray. 
er may be effectual, ſee that you keep your ſouls in 
the ſtate of grace) for the continual prayer of a juſt 
man, (a true ſervant of God) availeth much, (as may 
be ſeen by the example of the prayer of Eliat) my 
brethren, if any of you ſhould err, {going aſtray 
from the right path of truth or virtue) and one 
ſhould convert him: he muſt know, that he who 
cauſeth a finer to be converted from the error of his 
way ſhall fave his ſoul from death, and fhall cover a 
multitude of ſins. | EDD | 


ä 
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The firſt Epiſtle of St. PETER. 
7 HAP. i. v. 3, 4, c. Bleſed be the God, and 
Father of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, who according 
to his great mercy, hath regenerated us, (giving 
us a new birth by grace) unto a lively hope, by the 
reſurrection of Jeſus Chriſt from the dead, of attain- 
ing to an inheritance incorruptible, and undefiled, 
and that cannot fade, reſerved in heaven for you, who 
by the power of God, are kept by faith unto ſalva- 
tion, ready to be revealed in the, laſt time (viz. bben 
Chriſt ſhall come to render to every man according to 
bis works) wherein you ſhall greatly rejoice, if now 
you muſt be for a little time made ſorrowful in divers 
temptations (and tribulations) that the trial of your 
faith, much more precious than gold, (which is tried 
by the fire,) may be found unto praiſe, and glory, and 
honor, at the appearing of Jeſus Chriſt, when you 
ſhall receive the end of your faith, even the ſalvation 
of your ſouls:---- Wherefore having the loins of your 
mind girt up, being ſober, truſt perfectly in the grace 
which is offered you, at the revelation of Jefus Chriſt, 
* 25 
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as children of obedience, not faſhioned according to 
the former deſires" (of ibe Jays) of your ignorance: 
but according to him that hath caled you who-is holy, 
be you alſo in all manner of converſation holy: be- 
cauſe it is writen : you ſhall be holy, for Jam holy. 
And if you invoke as Father him, who without reſ- 
pect of perſons, jadgeth according to every ones 
work, converſe in fear during the time of your ſojour- 
ning here. Knowing that you were not redeemed 
with (mean and) corruptible things, ſueb as gold or 
ſilver, from your vain converſation of the tradition 
of your fathers (under the ſlavery vf fin and fatan) 
but with the precious blood of Chriſt, as of a lamb 
unſpoted and unde filed. Who through him are 
: faithful 'in God, who raiſed him'up from the dead, 
and gave lum glory; that your faith and hope might 
bein God. Purifying your ſouls in the obedience of || 
charity; with a brotherly love from a ſincere heart, 
| loving one another-earneſtly, ''&c.* O purity of ſoul, 
| O bleſed obedience, O charity of God, O brotherly 
ö love, O ſincerity of heart, ſo much inculcated by the 
ö Apoſtles of Chriſt, and fo remarkable in the pritni- 
tive Chriſtians, when' ſhall we ſee you return again 
with the Hike perfection amongſt the profeſſors of the 


faith of Chriſt. . | 
Chap. ii. v. 1, 2, &c. © Wherefore laying . 
| ll maakice, and all geile, and diflimulations, > 4 en. 
vies and all detractions, as newborn babe ace. 
nd oh d DEW*D e , deſire 
che rational (he piritual) milk without - uiie 2 
| the nouriſoment of your ſouls ) that there” oy e 
| grow unto falvation. If ſo be you hae Tafted that 
the Lord is ſweet.“ O ſweet indeed, to them who 
| like new. born babes reliſn the ſpiritt. al milk of grace 
| and innocence ! © Unto whom coming as'to a living 
| ſtone (the foundation lone of the Irving and eternal 
| temple of God,) rejected indeed by men, but choſen 
| and made honorable by God: be you allo as living. 


ſtones built up (on Ibis inn houſe, 
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a holy prieſthood to offer up ſpiritual ſacrifices (of 
your bearts, united with the great ſacrifice of Chriſt, 
acceptable to God through Jeſus Chriſt.---But you 
are a choſen generation, a kingly prieſthood, a hol 
nation, a people purchaſed (for God, by the blocd of 
Chriſt) that you may declare his virtues (his power 
and glory) who hath caled you out of darknels into 
his admirable light.---Dearly beloved I beſeech you 
as ſtrangers and pilgrims in this world, to refrain your 
ſelves from carnal. defires, which war againſt the 


ſoul: Having your converſation good among the Gen- 


tiles: that whereas they ſpeak againſt you as evil do- 
ers, conſidering you by your good works, they may 
give glory to Gd in the day of viſitation.” Happy 
they who by their good works, and their faintly lives 
endeavour to bring the enemies of their faith, to give 
glory to God and to his divine truths ! Surely this 
muſt be the beſt way of making converts. v. 13, 
&c. Be ye ſubject therefore to every human creature 
[baving power from God] tor God's ſake : whether 
it be to the king---or to governors [rulers and ma- 
giſirates, &c.] For ſo is the will of God; that by 
doing well you may put to ſilence the ignorance of 
fooliſh men [who ſpeak evil of you] as free, indeed, 
and not as making Chriſtian liberty a cloak for naugh- 
tineſs, but as the ſervants of God. Honor all men, 
love the | brotherhood, fear God, honor the king, 
Set vants be ſubject to your maſters, &c. and if doing 
well on your part you ſuffer patiently, this is thankſ- 
worthy before God. For unto this are you and all 
Chriſtians caled : becauſe Chriſt alſo ſuffered for us, 
leaving you an example that you ſhould follow his 
ſteps. Who did no fin, neither was guile found in his 
mouth Who when he was reviled did not revile: 
when he ſuffered he threatened not: but delivered 

himſelf to him that judged him unjuſtly : who his 
own ſelf bore our fins in his body on the tree [of tbe 
_ creſs) that we being dead to fin, ſhould live to juſ- 
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tice: by whoſe ſtripes you were healed. For you 
were as ſheep go 7 ing aſtray: but you are now conver- 
ted to the ſhepherd and biſhop of your ſouls.” O that 
all theſe heavenly leſſons were deeply imprinted in the - 
hearts of all Chriſtians ! 

Chap. vi. v. 1, 2, &c. © Let wives be ſubje& to 
their huſbands: that if any of theſe believe not the 
word [tbe"geſpel of cbrift] they may be won [gained 
over to tbe Faith] without the word, by the ſaint-like 
converſation of the wives, conſidering your chaſt 


converſation with fear, and the manner of your a- 


dorning yourſelves, not with the outward plaiting of 
the, hair; or the wearing of gold, or the puting on 
of gaudy apparel: but with the ornaments of virtue, 

becoming the hiden man of the heart, with the incor- 
ruptibility of a quiet and meek ſpirit ſa ſpirit not 1 
be corrupted or altered with paſſion, which is the beſt 
ornament for chriſtian ladies, and] rich in the ſight: 
of God, &c. Ye huſbands likewiſe, dwell with them 
{ your awives] according to knowledge [with that. fru- 
dence and diſcretion thgt becomes chriſtians] giving ho- 
nor and afſhſtance fo the woman, as to the weaker: 
veſſel, and as to the j of the grace of life: that 
your prayers be not hindered by domeſtic jars. Fi- 
nally be ye all of one mind, having compaſſion one 
of another, being lovers of the brotherhood L 
chriſtian people] merciful, modeſt, humble, not ren- 
dering evil for evil, nor railing tor railing, but con- 

trariwiſe bleſing, for unto this are you caled, that: 
you may inherit blefing.* For he that will love liſe 
and ſee good days, let him decline from evil, and do 
good. (For ſuch as theſe are entifled to ibe bleſing 
of God.) * And who is he that can hurt you, if you: 
be zealous followers of good. But if alſo you ſuffer 
any thing for juſtice ſake, ye be bleſed. And be not 
afraid of their terror (of the evile with which they ſeek 
to terrify you) and be not troubled. But ſanctity (gie: 


| 250 the Lord Chriſt in your hearts: being ready 
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always to ſatisfy. every one, that aſketh you a reaſon 
of; the hope that is in you: But with modeſty and 


fear, having 4 good conſcience: that whereas they ä 


ſpeak. evil of you, they may be aſhamed who falſly 
accuſe your good converſation in Chriſt. For it is 
better doing well to ſuffer (if ſuch be the will of God) 
than doing ill. Becauſe Chriſt alſo died once for us, 
c.“ Chriſtians, let us all attend, in our reſpective 
ſtations, to theſe excellent documents of the Prince 
__ the Apoſtles, or rather of the Spirit of God thro? 


Cheb. iy. v. 1, 2, &c. * Chriſt therefore having 


ſuffered (death) in the fleſh, be you alſo armed|with 


the ſame thought, (conſidering yourſelves alſo as dead 
with: bim, viz. 10 your fins;: for he that, dieth in this 


menuer). hath ceaſed from ſins: that now he may 


hve. the reſt. of his time in the fleſh, not after the de- 
ſires of men, but according to the will of God. But 
the end of all is at hand. Be prudent therefore, and 
watch in prayers. But before all things, have a con- 
ſtant charity among yourſelves: for charity covereth 
the multitude of ſins. Uſing hoſpitality one towards 
another, without murmuring. As every man hath 
received grace (the gifts and goods of God) miniſtring 
the ſame one to another, as good ſtewards, of the ma- 
_ nifold grace of God. If any man ſpeak, let him ſpeak 
as the words of God. Put if you partake of the ſuf- 
ferings of Chriſt, rejoice-- and if you ſhall be reproach 
ed. tor the name of Chriſt you ſhall be happy: for 
that which is of the honor, power and glory of God 
and that. which: is his ſpirit reſteth upon you (when 
you. ſuffer in a chriſtian. manner, for chriſis ſake.) But 
let none of you ſuffer. as a murderer, or a thief, or a 
railer, or a coveter of other mens things. But if as a 
Chriſtian, let him not be aſhamed, but let him glori- 
fy. God in this name. For the time is that judgment 
(in the ꝛuay of: trial and examinatian,. joined with ſome 
wholſome correfiions to purge away the bad bumoutrs. 
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of the foul) ſhould be begin at the louſs, of God; (abe 


churc a Cbri 9 A0 "firſt at us; what. ſhall be the 
end of them that, believe not the goſpel, of God? And 


if the juſt man ſcareely be ſaved (ibat i it, not 


without much la diffeculty,, and many ſufferings) 
where ſhall {oben ant 1 = the wic 100 Pre ? 
Wherefore. let . A0 that fuffer according, to the 
will of God (not bediſcouraged, or relent in their ſpi- 
ritual exerciſes ; but rather labor ſo much the more to) 
commend their ſouls by good deeds to the faithful 
which bring the ſoul to eternal joys! Y 

Chap. v. v. 1, 23, K he Ancients: therefore 
(that is, the biſhops and priefis) that are among you, 
] beſeech, who am. myſelf alſo an Ancient, anda 
witneſs of the; ſufferings of Chriſt+ as alſo a partaker 


beret6) ore in the Transfiguration of our Lord,) of 


at glor which is to be revealed in time to come: 


| I the flock God which is among E you Cy (by dili gent. 
is 


; adminiflring lo the ſheep of Chrift boly 4 and 
e care of Kos not by conſtraint, 
but wilingly, with a good will, and out of a motive 
of charity, and, not for filthy ſucre* s ſake----neither- 
(/brough” pride and ambition) as lording it over the 
clergy op people of God, but being made Ve 
of the flock from the heart. And When fear C Chri 
the. Prince of, Paſtors, ſhall appear, you ſhall receive. 


from him a never * crown of wk In 8 8 


„ 


ie grace... Be you ramble therefore under the” 


mighty hand of God ſubmiting to his corrections that 
he may exalt you in the time of viſitation. Caſting 


all your care upon him, for he hath care of you. BE 


ſober and w atch, becauſe your adverſary the devil, as 
| H h 3 
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a roaaing lion, goeth about, ſeekingſwhom he may 
devour; whom reſiſt ye, ſtrong in faith ----Now the 
God of all grace, who hath caled us unto his eternal 
glory, in (and through) Chriſt Jeſus, after that you 
have ſuffered a little, will himſelf perſect you, and 
confirm you, and eſtabliſh you. To him be glory 
and domirion for ever, and ever, Amen.“ Lord 


. * 


give us grace to conform our lives to theſe great leſ- 
ons 3 | | 


i . 
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The ſecond Epiſtle of St. pe T ER, 


CE? AP. i. v. 5, 6, &c. Giving all diligence, 
join ye with your faith, virtue, [valor and for- 
titude, ] and with virtue, knowledge, [prudence 
and diſcretion, ] and with knowledge, abſtinence, 
ſtemperance and mortification ; ] and with abſtinence 
patience, ſin your labors and ſufferings, ] and with 
patience, godlineſs, [piety and devotion,] and with 
godlineſs, brotherly love, and with brotherly love, 
charity, (that your love for one another may be up- 
on the moſt perfect motive, even that of the love of 
- God.) For if theſe things (all theſe virtues.) be with 
you, and abound ; they will make you to be neither 
empty nor unfruitful, in the knowledge (by faith) 
of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. For he that hath not 
theſe things with him, is blind and groping, forget- 
ing his being purged from his old ſins. (See here, my 
. foul, that faith alone will not ſave thee : but that 
without theſe other virtues, and the fruit of good 
works, thou art not only barren and unfruitful, but alſo 
blind and groping, and can'ſt never come to ſee God.) 
Wherefore brethren, labor the more, that by good 
works you may make your caling and election fure. 
For doing theſe things you ſhall not ſin at any time. 
For ſo an entrance ſhall be miniftered to you abun- 


- 
- 


dantly 
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dantly into the everlaſting Kingdom of our Lord and 
Saviour Jeſus Chriſt. (How different is this doctrin, 
which ſo much inculcates the neceſſity. of ſecuring 


our election and falvation by good works, from the 


preſumptuous aſſurance of thoſe who depend on faith 
alone? ) v. 16. For we have not followed cunningly 
deviſed fables, when we made known to you the 
power and preſence of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, but 
having been made eye witneſſes of his Majeſty (in 


his glorious Transfiguration.)---We have alfo (for the 


confirmation of our doctrin,) the more firm prophe- 


| tical word (tbe oracles of the prophets, recorded in the 


word of God) whereunto you do well to atend as to 
a light, that ſhineth in a dark place {to guide you in 


your way, thro the darkneſs of this world) until the 
day (of eternity) dawn, and the day ſtar ariſe in your 


hearts. Underſtanding this firſt that no prophecy of 
Scripture is made by private interpretation. For 
rophecy came not by the will of man at any time; 
ut the holy men of God, ſpoke, inſpired by the 
Holy Ghoſt.” And therefore tis abuſing and profa- 
ning the Scriptures, to proſtitute them to the caprice 
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of every private interpreter. * 

Chap. ii. v. 1, 2, &c. The Apoſtle warns the faith- 
ful againſt falſe prophets, and falſe teachers, the Gno- 
tics and other Heretics : ſeting forth their wickedneſs, 
and foreteling their puniſhment, by the example of 
the judgment of God upon the angels that fined, up- 
on the ungodly world, by the deluge; upon Sodom 
and the neighbouring cities, by fire; from whence 


he delivered Lot, &c. v. 9, &c, Ihe Lord, ſaith be, 


knoweth how to deliver the godly out of temptation; 


but to reſerve the unjuſt, (the impenitent wicked,) un- 


to the day of judgment to be tormented (eternaly} 
and eſpecialy them who walk after the fleſh in the 


luſt of unckaneſs, (which was the caſe of the Gnoſtics, © 


and many other Heretics,) alluring, through the de- 


ſires of flefhly riotouſneſs, thoſe who had a a 
ittle 


356 The Moralit7 3. . Peter. 
little, Gy becoming Cbriſtiuns,) from. them that con- 
verſe in error. Promiſing them liberty, whereas 
they themſelves are the ſlaves of corruption, (Sy in- 
dulging their carnal. paſſiant) For by whom a man 
is overcome of the ſame alſo he becomes the ſlave. 

For if flying from the pollutions of the world, through 
the knowledge of our Lord. Jeſus. Chriſt,; (by embra- 
cing Chriſtianity,) they be again [by. the, allurement; of 
theſe. beretics,] intangled in them, and overcome (9 


fans of undeaneſs,). theit later, ſtate is become unto 


them. worſe: than the former. For it had been bet - 
ter for them not to have known the way of juſtice, 
than after. they have known it, to turn back from 
that holy commandment. [of purity]. which was, de- 
livered. to them, For that of the true proverb hath 
happened to them the dog is, returned, to his own 
vomit; and the ſow. that was waſhed: to: her wallow- 

ing in the mice.” Lord keep all Chriſtians en be» 
— at any time ſo miſerable. 

Chap. iii. v. 9, &c. The Lord del: h not bis 
promile, (of bis fecond coming. ) but deale th e 
for our ſake, not wiling that any ſhould Mee but 
that all ſhould . to F ( ſbould. repent, be 


converted, and he ſaved 24 5 be to bjs infinite good- 
neſs { ), But 7 5 of the rd ſhall come as a thief 


in which the heavens. ſhall paſs. away,---and the 
earth and the works that are in it ſhall be: burnt up. 
Seeing then that all theſe things are to be diſſolved, 
what manner of people ought you to be, in holy con- 
verſation and godlineſs, (how. Aeg from all of- 
fedion to theſe periſpable-things,). and looking for, and 
haſting unto) the coming of the day of the Lord. 
But we look for new heavens, and, a new earth, ac- 


cording: to his promiſe, in which juſhce. dweleth, 


{and fon; ſball. be, no mare] Wherefore dearly beloved, 
ſeeing, that you logk for theſe things, (the good things 
of. — Lord, in the. land of the. 1 5 — diligent 
that you may be found by f the ling), aud un hoy 
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ed in peace: and account the long ſuffering of our, 
Lord, to be for your ſalvation, knowing theſe things 


before, take heed, leſt being led aſide by the error 


of the unwiſe, you fall from your own itedfaſtneſs, 
But grow in grace, and in the knowledge of our 
Lord and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt. To him, be glory, 
both now, and to the day of eternity. Amen. Lord 
teach us to follow in the practiſe of our lives all theſe 
apoſtolic lefluns, 8 | 


n 


The firſt Epiſtle of St. Joun, 


AP. i. v. 1, &c. © That which was from the 
begining, [even the eternal Mord, by whom all 
things were made, the life, and the light, which 

enlighteneth every man that,cometh into the world,] 
which we have heard, which we have ſeen with our. 
eyes, the eternal life, which was with the father, 
and hath appeared to us, - we declare to you; that 
you alſo may have fellowſhip, with us, (by.faith, bope 
and love,) and our felowſhip. may be with the Father 


and his Son, Jeſus Chriſt. = great, O glorious, O 
h 


happy ſociety, of all. good Chriſtians, not only aſſo- 
ciated in one communion, with one another; but alſo 
with all the three perſons of the bleſed Trinity ! v. 
5, &c. And this is the declaration, which we have 
heard from him, and declare unto you: that God is 
light, and in him, there is no darkneſs; (f ignarance 
error, or ſin.) If we ſay that we have fellowſhip. with 
him, and walk in darkneſs, (sf errors or wces,) we 
lie (we deceive. our ſelves,) and do not the truth, (God 
and hit truth are far from. us.) But if we. walk in 
the light (of virtue and trutb,) as he alſo is in the 
light: we have fellowſhip one with another, (he with 
us, and we. with. him, ) and the blood ot his San Je- 
ſus Chriſt cleanſeth us from all fin. I we ſay that 


We 


358 


we have no ſin, we deceive ourſelves, and the truth 
is not in us. If we confeſs our ſins, he is faithful 
and Juſt (4 bis word) to forgive us our ſins, and to 
cleanſe us from all iniquity, &. O] we have ſined 
dear Lord, we confeſs our iniquity before thee : do 
thou cleanſe us from our ſtains, according to thy 
word, with the precious blood of thy only Son. 
Chap. ii. v. 1,2, &c. Theſe things I write to 
you, that you may not ſin. But if any man ſhould 
be ſo unhappy as to ſin : we have an advocate with 
the Father Jeſus Chriſt the juſt : and he is the pro- 
pitiation for our ſins ; and not for ours only, but al- 


ſo for-thoſe of the whole world.---He that faith he 


knoweth him, (praflicaly, and effeualy unto ſalva- 


tion, ) and keepeth not his commandments, is a liar, 


and the truth ig not in him. But he that keepeth his 
word, in him very deed, the charity (the love) of 
God is perfected: (*Tis he, is the true lover and 
fervant of God) and by this we know that we are in 
him: He that ſaith he abideth in him, ought himſelf 
allo to walk, even as he walked, (by a cloſe imitation 
of bis virtues.) He that ſaith he is in the light, and 
hateth his brother, is in darkneſs even until now. He 
that loveth his brother, abideth in the light, (for 
charity is the queen of virtues, and where ſhe reſides 
the has them all in her company,) and then there is 
no ſcandal in him, (no flumbling block to make bim 
fall) but he that hateth his brother is in darkneſs, and 
walketh in darkneſs, (continualy expoſed to the dan- 
ger of ſtumbling and faling,) and knoweth not whi- 
ther he goeth, becauſe the darkneſs hath blinded his 
eyes. v. 15, &c. Love not the world, nor the things 
that are in the world, (its honors, riches and pleaſures.) 
If any man love the world, the charity of the Fa- 
ther, (tbe love of God) is not in him. For all that 
is in the world, (and which this wicked world is made 
up. of,) is the concupiſcence of the fleſh, and the 
concupiſcence of the eyes, and the pride of wars 
=” | whic 
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which is not of the Father, but is of the world. 
And the world paſeth away, and the conpupiſcence 
thereot. But he that doth the will of God abideth 
for ever. v. 24, &c. As for you (give no heed to 
teachers of new doctrins,) but let that which you 
have heard from the begining abide in you: if that 
abide in you, which you have heard from the begin- 
ing, you alſo ſhall abide in the Son, and in the Fa- 
ther. And this is the promiſe, which he hath pro- 
miſed us, -(if we abide in him,) eternal life. Theſe 


things have I writen to you concerning thoſe who 


{under pretence of teaching you, and imparting to 
you new lights, ſeek to) ſeduce you. But you have 
no need of any ſuch teachers (nor of their new lights 
becauſe you have with you in the communion of the 
paſtors of the apoſtolic church, from which thoſe 
men are gone out (v. 19,) the Spirit of truth, pro- 
miſed to the apoſtles and their ſucceſſors, John xiv, 
16, 17. and the unQtion of this Spirit which 1s not 
to be found in any other communion.} Let then this 
unction (of the holy Spirit) which you have received 
(in the church, by the miniſtery of its prelates) a- 
bide in you, and you ſhall have no need of any of 
thoſe men to teach you: but as his union teacheth 
you, (in the communion of God's church, of all 
things (neceſſary) end it is truth, and is no lie: and 
as it hath taught you, abide in him.--- That when he 


(Chriſt our Lord) ſhall appear, we may have con- 


fidence and not be confounded by him at his coming, 
(and condemned as deſerters from his church and his 
truth.) O Chriſtians, beware of all ſuch as under 
pretence of new lights, would draw you awa 


from the ancient truth, which was firſt delivered 


Chap. iii. v. 1, 2, &c. © Behold what manner 


of charity, (what ineffable love) the Father hath be- 
ſtowed upon us; that we ſhould be caled, and ſhould 


be in effect the ſons of God,” O the dignity! O the 


happineſs 
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happineſs! O Chriſtians Tet us never degenerate by 
an unworthy behaviour or converſation. © Dearly' be- 
loved, we are now the ſons of God; and it hath not 
yet appeared what we ſhall be. We know that when 
he ſhall appear, we ſhall be lke to him, becauſe we 
ſhall ſee him as he is, (and by the fight, love and 
emoyment of him, ſhall be in a manner transformed 


into him.) And every one tbut bath this bope in bim, 


(of arriving one day at this eternal union with him; 
in order to this) ſanctiſteth bimſolf, (by laboring with 
all his power to be holy,) as he alſo is holy. -Vou 
know that he appeared to take away our ſins, and in 
him there is no ſin.“ Mboſocver (therefore) abidetb 
in bim ſineth not (mortaly, or ſo as to abide in fin, ) 
and whoſoever ſineth, (in this manner, whatſoever he 
may pretend of his knowing Chriſt, or of his being 
juſtified by faith in him,) hatb not ſeen bim, nor known 
bim. Little children, let no mun deceive you, (faith 
alone will not ſerve your turn, but) be that doth ju- 
ice, (the works of juſtice) 7s juſt: a8 be alſo is juſt. 
But be that commitetb in, (who doth the works of fin 
is not juſt, neither is he of God, but) iu ef the devil 


(whoſe works he follows, ) for the devil ſineth from 


the begining. For this pur poſe the ſon of God ap- 
peared that he might deſtroy the works of the devil. 


So that whoſoever is born of God, and truly juſt doth 


not commit ſin: for his ſeed, (the grace of his divine 
generation) remainetb in bim, and (therefore as long 
as lie does not wilfuly caſt away this divine ſeed,) be 
cannot fin "becauſe be is born of God, (and remains in 
his grace.) By this:(bytbe. works of juſtice and o/ 

fin,) the children of God are manifeſt, and the chil- 
dren of the devil. -This is the declaration which 
you have heard from the begining that you ſhould 
love one another. Whoſoever hateth his brother is 
a murderer In this we have known the charity of 
God, (towards us) becauſe he hath laid down his life 
for' us: and we -ought (by his great example, if the 


caſe 
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caſe require it.) to lay down our lives for the bre- 
thren. He that hath the ſubſtance of this world, 
and ſhall ſee his brother in need, and ſhall ſhut up 
his bowels againſt him, how doth the charity of God 
abide in him? My little children, let us love not in 
word, nor in tongue, but in deed and in truth.“ 
Chriſtians, let us attend to theſe excelent leſons. 
Chap. iv. v. 1, &c.* Dearly beloved, believe not 
every ſpirit: but try the ſpirits if they be of God.“ 
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by examining if they agree with the rule of the Ca- 


tholic faith and the ſpirit of the Church of God,] 
becauſe many falſe propbets are gone out into the world 
[Behold your rule by which you may know them, ] 
He that knoweth God bearetb us, (the apoſtles and their 
ſucceſſors the paſtors of the church.) He that is not 
of God, heareth not us, by this we know the ſpirit 
of truth, and the ſpirit of error. Nearly beloved, 
let us love one another: for charity is of God. 
He that loveth not knoweth not God : for God is 


charity, (Love.) By this hath the charity of God ap- 


peared towards us: becauſe God hath ſent his only 
begoten Son into the world, that we may live by 
him. In this is charity : not as though we had loved 
God, but becauſe he firſt loved us, and ſent his Son 
to be a propitiation for our ſins And we have known 
and have believed the charity, which God hath to us 


God is charity; and he that abideth in charity, abi- 


deth in God, and God in him.---Fear (of the world, 


or of men, more than of God; or fear of any other evil 


more than of the offence of God) is not in charity: but 
perfect charity caſteth out, [a/l ſuch worldly, human 
and ſervile] fear.---Let us therefore love God, becauſe 
God firſt hath loved us.---And this commandment 
we have from God, that he, who loveth God, love 
alſo his brother.” Lord teach us to fulfil this great 

commandment of love, in both its branches. 
Chap. v. v. 3, 4, &c. * This is the charity, or 
love of God, that we keep his commandments : w-_ 
| I 1 is 
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His commandments are not heavy, [ they are very light 
Fateet and eaſy ta them that love him.] For whoſoever 
As born of God eaſily overcometh the world: and this 
is the victory. which overcometh the world, our faith 


[working by he in  Feſus Chrift.) There are three 
that bear teſtimony in heaven, [to the truth of our 


faith, ) The Father, the Word, and the Holy Ghoſt: 
and theſe three are one, [O 2 ſacred, 25 moſt a- 
dorable Trinity !]----It we receive the teſtimony of 


men, the teſtimony oſ God is greater. -And this is 


the teſtimony which God bath teſtified of his Son, 
that God hath given to us eternal life, and this life 
is in bis Son, &c,.* Embrace this eternal life, my 
foul, which God offers to thee; in offering his Son 
to thee: but ſee thou conſtantly adhere to this ſame 


Son of God, by faith, hope, and love: otherwiſe 
= thou wilt forfeit both him, and that eternal life, which 
is in him. V. 19, The whole world is ſeated in wick- 


ednes. Beware then my ſoul, of loving this miſera- 
ble world: this Babel of iniquity : * thou cloſe 
to the Son of God. 


Fee 
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V. I c. © The A 50 to the Lady EleQa and 
her children, whom I love in truth, [ir God and ac- 
cording to God, who is the very Truth] and not I only, 
but alſo all they that 0 known this ſame great 
Truth, for the ſake of the truth which abideth in us, 
here by grace, and ſhall be with us for ever, in glo- 
ry. O divine Truth, my God, take thou full poſ- 
ſeſſion of my ſoul, both for time aud eternity. Out 
of thee there 1s nothing but vanity and lies. v. 4, I 


Was exceeding glad that I found of thy children walking 


in trutb. [O Chriſtians let us ever walk in truth, and 
we ſhall walk with God: and we ſhall give occaſion 
to 
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to all his Angels and Saints of exceeding great joy, 
v. 5, &c. And now I beſeech thee, not as writing 
a new , commandment to thee, but that which we 
have had from the hegining, that we love one ano- 
ther. And this is [he evidence and exerciſe of] cha- 
rity, that we walk according to his commandments. 
Many ſeducers, [heretics} are gone out into the world 
---Look therefore to yourſelves that you loſe not the 
things which you have wrought, [all ed your 


good works, by ſuffering yourſelves Io. be ſeduced,] but 


that you may receive a full reward. Whoſoever re- 
volteth [from the truth) and contirineth not in the 
doctrin of Chriſt, hath not God, (be is none of bis) 
If any man come to you, and bring not this doQ- 
trin, receive him not into the houſe, nor ſay to him 
God ſpeed thee : for he that ſaith to him God ſpeed 


thee, communicateth with his wicked words.“ See 


Chriſtians, what the Spirit of God here pronounces 

againſt all ſuch as would feduce you from the-doc- 

trin of the church; and flee from all communi- 

cation, with them, leſt you be infected and corrup- 
ted by them. | 


The third Epiſtle of St. Jon. 


V. r, &c. © The Ancient to the dearly beloved 
Gaius, whom I love in truth, (i. e. in God)----F 
was exceeding glad, when the brethren came and 
gave teſtimony to the truth in thee, even as thou 
walkeſt in truth.“ I have no greater grace, (nothing 
that gives me greater joy and ſatisfaction) ban this 
to bear that my children walk in truth. O my ſoul, 
how happy ſkall we be, if we learn to walk in truth, 
in the preſence of our God, who is the ſovereign 
Truth! But what is it to walk in Truth? Always, 
and in all things to ſeek to pleaſe our God with all ſin- 

112 cerity 
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⁊ «rity of heart: and to be practicalyand feelingly con- 

vinced that all that is not pleaſing to him is no better 
than a lie, that it is all meer deceit and deluſion. O 
ſupreme, eternal, infinite truth of all truths, thou 
art my God, and my portion for ever: take thou 
full poſſeſſion of my ſoul for time and eternity: and 
ever keep me from the father of lies, and all his lying 
works, and deceits. | 


pn ET 


The Epiſtle of St. Jups, the 
Apoſtle . 


V. 2, &c. Mercy unto you, and peace and charity 


be fulfiled, (a prayer worthy of an apoſtle! in very 
few words, beging for all good ; for mercy, for peace 
and for charity; the richeſt gifts of heaven.) I was 


under a neceſſity to write to you, (for your ſalvation) 


to beſeech you to contend earneſtly for the faith once 
delivered to the Saints, (the ancient and firſt religion 
deſcending from the apoſtles, the firſt teachers of 
Chriſtianity,) For certain men are ſecretly entered in, 
Sc. (heretics, who ſeek to beguile you of your faith 
and to entice you to follow their novelties, rather 
than the paſtors of the chusch of the Saints, to whom 
the faith was firſt delivered.) Of theſe men he writes 
* V. 11. Wo to them, for they have gone in the wy 
of Cain; and have poured out themſelves for reward, 
(for the love of filthy lucre, or vain glory, after the 
error of Balaam and have periſhed in the gain ſay- 


ing of Core (Korah,”) where he gives three charac- 


teriſtical marks of theſe, and of all other new teachers 
viz. their walking in the way of Cain, by murdering 
the ſouls of their brethren, by corrupting them with 
their wicked doctrins: their following the error of 


| Balaam, by puting a ſcandal before the people of God 
to 
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ö to withdraw them from their allegiance; for their 
) own private ends: and their gainſaying, like Korah 

1 and his adherents, the Church authority, and gover- 

1 nors, eſtabliſhed by Chriſt. The Apoſtle adds, v. 

| 19, &c. Theſe are they who ſeparate themſelves, (an- 
other mark of heretics and ſchiſmatics,) ſenſual men 

(and notwithſtanding all their boaſting,) having not 
the Spirit, (nor any ſhare in him.) © But you, my 
beloved, building yourſelves, (and ſtrongly grounded) 
upon your moſt holy faith, praying in the Holy Spt- 
rit, (for bis light and grace to be ever with you,) Keep 
yourſelves in the love of God, waiting for the mercy 
of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, unto life everlaſting,---- and 
hating the ſpoted carnal garment (that is, all the 
E defilements of the ſins of the fleſh.”) Chriſtians, let us 
| obſerve all the'e holy precepts. 1 


The Apocalypſe or Revelation of 
EO 


. 
. 
„ 
- 

* 


HA i. v. 5, &c. © Jeſus Chriſt is the faithful 

witneſs, (the great martyr of God's Truth,) 

the firſt born of the dead, (by bis reſurreftion) 
and the prince of the kings of the earth: who hath 
loved us, and waſhed us from our fins, in his own 
blood, and hath made us a kingdom and pritſts to 
God and his Father: to him be glory and empire 
for ever and ever. Amen. I am Alpha and Omega, 
the begining and the end, (of the whole creation, 
the great All, the being of all beings.) ſaith the 
Lord God, who is, and who was, and who is to 
come the Almighty. (O great God, teach me to 
ſear thee : teach me to love thee.) I am the firſt, 
and the laſt: and am alive, and was dead ; and be- 
hold I am living for ever and ever, and have the * 
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of death and hell. O Lord Jeſus, who liveſt for 
ever, let me be thine in life and death; in time and 
- Eternity. | | | | 

- Chap. ii. and iii. contain ſeven ſhort epiſtles, dicta- 
ted 15 the Spirit of God, and ſent by St. John, as 
from Chriſt our Lord, to the ſeven principal Churches 
of Aſia- Minor, and their reſpective Biſhops, whom 
he calls their Angeli, full of moral leſſons, which 
call for the attention of all Chriſtians : and there- 
fore in the concluſion of every epiſtle, is repeated, 
he that hath an ear let him hear what the Spirit ſaith 
to the Churches. v. 1, &c. To the biſhop (and 
church) of Epheſus : Thus - faith he, that holdeth 
the ſeven ſtars, (the ſeven biſbops) in his right hand, 
who walketh in the midſt of the ſeven golden candle- 
ſtics, (the ſeven churches,) I know thy works, and 
thy labor, and_ thy patience, and how thou can'ſt 
not bear them that are evil,---and thou haſt patience, 
and haſt endured for my name, and haſt not fainted. 
But L have ſomewhat againſt thee, ' becauſe thou haſt 
left thy firſt charity. Be mindful therefore from 
whence thou art falen, and do penance, and do the 
firſt works. Or elſe, I come to thee, and will move 
thy candleſtic out of its place. ¶ See here, Chriſti- 
ans, how great an evil it is, aſter being highly favo- 
red with many gifts of grace and. virtues, to grow 
remiſs in the love and ſervice of God; and by de- 
grees to fall from ones firſt charity : ſince this kind 
of fall is here threatened with no leſs a puniſhment 
than that of removing away, from ſuch ungrateful 
abuſers of grace, the burning and ſhining tight. of the 
eandleſtic of the church of Chriſt. And has not 
this been long ago verified, both in the people of 
Epheſus, and of almoſt all the reſt of the cities of 
Aſia and Africa; who in puniſhment of their faling 
from their firſt charity, and their manifold ingrati- 
tude and abuſes of grace, have been delivered up a 
prey to Mabomet.] v. 7. To bim that vvercameth, (by 
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r conſtancy and perſeverance in faith, hope, and cha- 
d rity, the world, the fleſh, and the devil,) I will give 
to eat of the tree of life, which is in the paradiſe of 
* my God. (O happy reward ! O true and everlaſt- 
Y ing life l) v. 12. &c. To the angel (or biſhop) of the 
8 church of Smyrna write, Thus ſaith the firſt and the 
1 laſt, who was dead and is alive: I know thy tribula- 
1 tion, and thy poverty, (as to the mammon of the 
. world,) but thou art rich, (in virtue and grace,) Fear 
; then none of thoſe things which thou ſhalt ſuffer. 
Behold the devil will caſt ſome of you into priſon, 
| that you may be tried, and you ſhall have tribulation 
| ten days, [that is many days; or in ten perſecutions.) 
| Be faithful until death, (by perſeverance in good to the 
end) and I will give thee the crown of life (eternal.)--- 
He that ſhall overcome, ſhall not be hurt by the ſe- 
cond death, (of everlaſting damnation.) v. 12. &c. 
To the angel of the church of Pergamus write,---I 
know where thou dweleſt, (in the midſt of a wick- 
ed and perſecuting city,) where the ſeat of Satan is: 
and thou holdeſt faſt my name, and haſt not denied 
my faith. Even in thoſe days (of perſecution) when 
Antipas my faithful witneſs was flain among you, 
| where ſatan dweleth. But yet I have againſt thee, 
a few things: becauſe thou haſt there, (not, without 
ſome want of zeal and diligence on thy part,) them 
that hold the doctrin of the Nicolaites, (impure bere- 
tics.) In like manner do penance, or elle I will come 
to thee quickly, (for the puniſbment both of thee and 
of them.) To him that overcometh I will give the hid- 
en manna, (of eternal ſweetneſs, ) and a new name 
 writen, which no man knoweth but he that receiveth 
it. v. 18, &c. To the angel of the church of Thy- 
atira write: Thus ſaith the Son of God, -I know 
thy works, and thy faith, and thy charity, and th 
miniſtry, and thy patience, and thy laſt works, which 
ate more than the former. But (notwitbſ/anding all 
theſe, gad things,) I have againſt thee a few things: 


becauſe 
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becauſe thou ſuffereſt the woman Fezabel (ſome im- 
pure bereſy) who caleth herſelf a propheteſs, to teach 
and to ſeduce my fervanty, &c.“ (By this, as well 
as by the foregoing epiſtle, all who have the charge 
of ſouls, all ſuperiors, maſters of families, &c. may 
ſee, that *tis not enough for them to ſhine forth by 
faith and good works, in ſuch manner as to ſerve the 
Lord themſelves ; if they don't uſe their beſt endea- 
vours, that all who are under their charge be alſo re- 
ftrained from evil, and brought to be good.) Here 
alſo our lord denounces his judgments againft this Je- 
zabel, and all that ſuffer themſelves to be ſeduced by 
her, except they do penance : and all the churches, 
ſaith he, v. 23, &c.“ ſhall know that I am he, that 
ſearcheth the reins and hearts: and I will give to eve- 
ry one of you according to your works. But to you I 
ſay, and to the reſt who are at Thyatira, whoſoever 
have not this (heretical) doctrin, and who have not 
known the depths of fatan.---I will not put upon you 
any other burthen: yet that which you have hold faſt 
till I come. And he that fhall overcome, and keep 
my works unto the end, I will give him power over 
the nations, as I alſo have received of my Father : 
and I will give him the morning ſtar.“ See here Chri- 
ſtians, the power and glory which is imparted by our 
ws ĩͤ ONS | 
Chap. iii. v. 1, &c. And to the angel of the 
church of Sardis write: Thus faith he that hath the 
ſeven ſpirits of God, and the ſeven ſtars. I know thy 
works, that thou haſt the name of being alive, and 
thou art dead, (in mortal fin.) O dreadful cafe in- 
deed! ſweet Jeſus never ſuffer me to be ſo miſerable 
as to deceive myſelf, or others with the falſe appear- 
ances of life, and to be dead to thee.) Be watchful 
(then awaking from this deadly ſleep of inſenſibility of 
thy own wretched condition,) and ſtrengthen (by preach; 
ing and better example,) the things that remain, which 
(through thy negligence,) are ready to die. For I find 
f | . 5 not 
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not thy works full before my God. Have in mind 

therefore in what manner thou haſt received and heard 

and obſerve and do penance. If then thou wilt not 

watch; Iwill come to thee as a thief, and thou fhalt 

not know at what hour I will come to thee. [O tbe 

dreadful, but juſi puniſhment of ungrateful miniſters] 

But thou haſt a few names in Sardis, which have not 
defiled their garments, [but kept their baptiſmal inno- 
cence, | and they ſhall walk with me in white, becauſe 
they are worthy, &ec.* O happy reward! O happy 
innocence ! But O how wretched have we been, O 
my ſoul, in caſting away fo very early that bleſed robe, 
which we received in baptiſm. * v. 7, &c. And to 
the angel of the church of Philadelphia write : Thus 
faith the holy one, and the true one, he that hath the 
key of David: he that openeth and no man ſhuteth : 
fhuteth, and no man openeth: I know thy works. 
Behold I have given before thee an open door, which 
no man can ſhut: becauſe thou haſt a little ſtrength, 
and haſt kept my word, and haft not denied my name 
[by word or work. |---And they ſhall know that I have 
loved thee.---Behold I come quickly : hold faſt that 
which thou haſt, that no man take thy crown.“ [O 


Holy, O True, O do thou open a door for me to 


all holineſs and truth : and let it not be in the power 
of any one to ſhut it. And ſince thou haſt been plea- 
ſed to love me: O give me grace ever to love thee. ] 


v. 13, &c. He that ſhall overcome, I will make 


him a pillar in the temple of my God; and he ſhall 
go out no more: and I will write upon him the name 


of my God, and the name of the city of my God the 
new Jerulalem,---and my new name. [O unſpeaka- 


. ble and everlaſting happineſs !] v. 14, &c. And to the 


angel of thechurch of Laodicia write: Thus faith the 
Amen, [the Truth] the faithful and true witneſs [of 
all the ſecrets of bearts.]---] know thy works, that 


thou art neither cold nor hot: I would thou wert 


cold or hot: but becauſe thou art lukewarm, and 
| neither 
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neither cold, nor hot, I will begin to vomit thee out 


of my mouth. Becauſe thou ſay'ſt: I am rich, and 


made wealthy, and I have need of nothing: and thou 
knoweſt not, that thou art wretched and miſerable, 
and poor, and blind and naked.” Ah! dear Lord, 
15 not this the caſe of my poor lukewarm ſoul. Be 
thou pleaſed to remedy it, by thy light and by thy 
grace.] I counſel thee to buy of me gold fire tried 
[heavenly wiſdom, that thou may'ſt be made rich, 
[and may*/t truly know both thy God, and thyſelf,] and 
may'ſt be cloathed in white garments, [of grace and 
innocence,] and the ſhame of thy nakedneſs may not 
appear: and anoint thy eyes with eye-ſalve, ref ſelf- 
knowledge and bumility] that thou may'ſt ſee. Such 
as I love and rebuke and chaſtize. Be zealous there- 


fore and do penance. ' Behold I ſtand at the gate and 


knock : if any man ſhall hear my voice, and open to 
me the door, I will come into him, and will ſup 
with him, and he with me. [O happy feaſt.] To 
him that ſhall overcome. I uill give to fit with me 
in my throne, as I alſo have overcome, and am ſet 


down with my Father in his throne.” O the incom- | 


prehenſible honor and dignity ! | 
Chap. iv. Contains the viſion of the throne of 
God; and of the four and twenty Ancients, ſiting 
round about the throne ; and of the ſeven lamps bur- 
ning before the throne, which are the ſeven ſpirits of 
God; and of the four living creatures full of eyes, 
&c. crying out inceſſantly : -© [v. 8, &c.] Holy, 
Holy, Holy, Lord God almighty, who was, and 
who is, and who is to come. And when thoſe liv- 
ing creatures gave glory and honor and benediction to 
him that ſiteth on the throne, who liveth for ever and 
ever: the four and twenty Ancients fell down before 
him, that ſiteth on the throne, and adored him that 
liveth for ever and ever; and caſt their crowns before 
the throne, [as giving all to Gad, ] ſaying: Thou 
art worthy, O Lord, our God, to receive glory and 


honor 
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honor, and power: becauſe thou haſt created all 
things, and for thy will they were 1467 Bave received 
their being, ] and have been created. O my foul 
let us ever join in this adoration, praiſe and thank(- 
giving. 


Chap. v. Contains the viſion of the Lamb, fland- 


ing as ſlain, before the throne, and opening the my- 


ſterious book ſealed with ſeven ſeals. Upon which, 


© (v. 8, &c.) the four living creatures, and the four 
and twenty Ancients fell down before the Lamb, (ts 
give him divine bonor,) having every one of them 
harps, and golden vials full of odors, which are the 
prayers of ſaints. And they ſung a new canticle ſay- 


ing: Thou art worthy, O Lord, to take the book, 


and to open the ſeals thereof: becauſe thou waſt ſlain, 


and haſt redeemed us to God in thy blood, out of e- 
very tribe, and tongue and people and nation: and 
haſt made us to our God a kingdom and prieſts, and 


we ſhall reign on the earth. And I beheld and I 


heard the voice of many Angels round about the 


throne,---and the number of them were thouſands of 
thouſands, ſaying with a loud yoice: The Lamb 


that was ſlain is worthy to receive power and divinity 


and wiſdom, and ſtrength and honor and glory and be- 
nediction. And every creature which is in heaven, 


and on the earth, and under the earth, &c. I heard all 


ſaying to him that ſiteth on the throne, and to the 


Lamb, benediction, and honor, and glory, and power 


for ever and ever. And the four living creatures ſaid 
Amen.“ And let us all ſay Amen for ever. | 

Chap. vi. v. g, &c. St. John ſees the fouls of the 
martyrs in heaven under tbe altar (which is Chriſt.) 
(And white robes were given, to every one of them one, 
(viz. the glory of the ſoul,) and it was ſaid to them 
that they ſhould reſt, (in expectation of the glory of 


the body, at the ſecond coming of our Lord,) yet a 


little time till their brethren, that ſhould be ſlain, even 


as 
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as they, ſhould be filed up. O when fhall that happy 


day come. | 12 e 

 - Chap. vil. v. 1, &c. After marking with the ſeal 
of the living God, twelve thouſand out of every tribe 

of Iſrael. © I ſaw, ſays the Saint, a great multitude 

which no man could number, (of martyrs of Chriſi) 

of all nations and tribes, and peoples, and tongeus, 

ſtanding before the throne, and in ſight of the Lamb, 


cloathed with white robes, and palm-branches in their 


hands: and they cried with a loud. voice, ſaying: 


ſalvation to him that ſiteth on the throne, and to the 


Lamb. And all the Angels ſtood round about the 
throne,---and they fell down before the throne upon 
their faces, and adored God, ſaying: Amen. Bene- 
_ diction and glory, and wiſdom, and thankſgiving ho- 
nor, and power, and ſtrength to our God for ever. 


And one of the Ancients,---faid to me: Thoſe that 


are cloathed in white robes, are they who are come 
out of great tribulation, and have waſhed their robes, 
and have made them white in the blood of the Lamb. 
Therefore they are before the throne of God, and 
they ſerve him day and night, in his temple: and he 
that ſiteth on the throne ſhall dwell over them. an 
ſhall not hunger nor; thirſt any more, neither ſhall 
the ſun, nor any heat fall upon them. For the Lamb, 
which is in the midſt of the throne, ſhall rule them, 
(and be their ſbepberd,) and ſhall lead them to the liv- 
ing fountains of waters, (tbe clear fireams of the wa- 
ter of life.) And God ſhall wipe away all tears from 
their eyes.” O how happy then, are they who, for 
God's ſake, endure tribulations, during the ſhort time 
of their mortal pilgrimage ; fince theſe are entitled to 
ſuch an ample reward for all eternity? (In the follow- 
ing chapters are deſcribed divers viſions relating to 
the future ſtate of the church; her perſecutions, (el- 
cialy from the Bea, the pagan empire of Rome, 
the falſe prophet, Mahomet, and the city of the devil, 


the Babylon of a wicked world,) the judgments - 
God 
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God upon her perſecutors; and her final victory and 
eternal repoſe. 

Chap. viii. v. 3, &c. An Angel came and ſtood 
before the altar (of God) having a golden cenſer, and 
there was given to him much incenſe, that he ſhould 
offer of the prayers of all ſaints, ( Ged's people upon 
earth, ) upon the golden altar, which is before the 
throne of God. And the ſmoak of the incenſe of the 


prayers of the ſaints, aſcending up before God from 


the hand of the Angel. See my ſoul, how the An- 
gels of God preſent our prayers, befare the throne of 
God. O that our far were worthy to aſcend like 
incenſein his ſight! 

Chep. xiv. v. 1, &c. I bcheld, and lo a Lamb 
flood on mount Sion, and with him a hundred and 


forty tour thouſand having his name, and the name 
of his Father writen on their ſorcheads. And they 
ſung as it were a new'canticle before the throne, - 
and no one could fay the canticle, but thoſe hundred 


and forty-four, thouſand, who were purchaſed from 


the earth. Theſe are they who were not defiled with 
women: for they are virgins: "Theſe follow the Lamb 


whitherſoever he goeth. Theſe were purchaſed from 
among men, the firſt fruits to God and to the Lamb: 


and in their mouth there was found no he; tor they 
are without ſpot before the throne of God.“ (Ohow 
happy ſhall all they be, who ſo live in innocence and 
Purity, as to be found worthy after death to be aſſo- 
ciated with this ble ſed company ) v. 12, 13. Here 


is the patience of the Saints, who link the command- 


ments of God, and the faith of Jeſus: | ſo as rather 


to die than diſebey : in their patience they ſball ſave 
their ſouls. For] I heard a great voice from heaven 
ſaying to me: write: bleſed are the dead who die in 
the Lord, [like the martyrs and other ſaints,] From 
henceforth now, fauh the Spirit, that they may reſt 
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from their labors ; for their works follow them.” 
See Chriſtians, . how the merit and reward of good 
Nan is perpetualy inculcated i in the word of God. 
Cbaßp. xv. v. 2, 3, &c. I ſaw them that had over- 
come the beaſts, (the martyrs) having the harps of 
God: and ſinging the canticle of Moſes the ſervant 
of God, and the canficle of the Lamb, ſaying: Great 
and 817 are thy works, O Lord God almigh- 
ty: juſt and true are thy ways, O king of ages, (e- 
zernal King) who ſhall not fear thee O Lord, and 
magnify thy name? For thou only art holy: For all 
nations Mall come, and ſhall adore in thy Gght,, be- 
cauſe thy runs pre manifeſt,” Learn, my. ul, 
this heavenly cantic 
_ Chap, xx. v. 11, 12, Ec. 1 ful a great white 
throne, and one ſiting upon it, from whoſe face the 
earth and heaven fled away, ' and there was no place 
Found for them,, [O infinite majeſly, before whom 
tbe whole creation dwindles away into a meer nothing l 


And I ſaw the dead, great and ſmall ſtanding in. the 


preſence of the throne, and the books were open- 
ed, [of the divine records, and of men's conſciences,] 
and angther book was opened, which is the book of 
life, [in #0bichare 6: 454m the names of all thoſe who 
Have done the will of God,] and the dead were judged 
by thoſe things which were writen in the books, ac- 
cording to their works. And the ſea gave up the 
dead, that were. in it: and death and hell gave up 
their dead, that were in them: and they were judged 
every one according to his works. And hell and death 
were caſt into the pool of fire. This is the ſecond 
death. And whoſoever was not found writen in the 
book of life was caſt into the pool of fire,” Chriſti- 
ans, let us never forget theſe awful truths, relating 
to this great judgment, at theſe laſt aſſizes. | 
Chap: xxi. v. I, &c. And I ſaw a new heaven, and 


a new earth. Forthe firſt heaven, and the firſt earth 
was 
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was paſed away, and the fea is now no more. And I 
; faw the holy city, the new Jeruſalem, coming down 
8 out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned 
for her huſband. And ] heard a great voice from the 
throne, ſaying: Behold the tabernacle of God with 
men, and he will dwell with them. And they ſhall be 
his people, and God himfeif with them ſhall be their 
God. And God'ſhall wipe away all tears from their eyes: 
and death ſt all be no more, nor mourning, nor crying, 
nor ſorrow ſhall be any more; for the former things 
are paſed away. And he that fat on the throne, ſaid: 
Behold I make all things new.--And he ſaid to me: 
It is done: I am Alpha and Omega: the begining, 
and the end. To him that thirſteth T will give of the 
fountain of the water of life free coſt. He that ſhalt. 
overcome, ſhall poſſeſs theſe things. And J will be his 
God, and he ſhall be my ſon. But the fearful (who 
fear any evil whatſoever mare than the offence of God,) 
and the unbelieving, and the abominable, and murger- 
ers, and whoremongers, and ſorcerers, and idolaters, 
and all liars, ſhall have their portion in the pool burn- 
ing with fire and brimſtone, which is the ſecond death. 
[T hen follows the viſſon of the new Feruſalem, the ci- 
ty of God, with its walls and gates of precious flones, 
and pearls, and the city itfelf of pure tran/paFent gold] 
v. 22, &c. And Iſaw no temple therein, ſaith St. Fohn 
for the Lord God almighty is the temple thereof, and 
the Lamb. And the eity hath no need of the fun, nor 
of the moon to ſpine in it. For the glory of God bath en- 
lightened it, and the Lamb is the lamp thereof. There 
ſhall not enter into it any thing defiled, or that worketb 
abomination, or that maketh a lie: but they that are 
writen in the book of life of the Lamb. O my ſoul, ſpare 
thou no pains that thou mayſt be one of this happy 
number. | 
 Chaj. xxii. v. 1, &c. Aud be ſherwed me a river of was 
ter of life, clear as cryſtal, proceeding from the throne of 
Cad and of the Lamb, (the beatific viſion of God) in a 
| N 
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midſt of the fireet (of the beauenly Feruſalem,) and on 
both ſides of the river was the tree of life bearing twelve 
fruits, (all manner of heavenly delights, ) yielding its 
fruits every month, and the leaves of the tree were for 
zbe health of nations. And there ſhall be nq curſe any 
more, (in that bleſed city,) but the throne of God, and 
of the Lamb ſball be in it, and his ſervants ſhall ſerve 

im (having no other <ill but his, and loving and 
Praiſing him with all their power, and they ſhall ſee 
bis face, and bis name ſball be on their forebeads. And. 
. night ſhall be no more: and they all not need the light 
of the lamp, nar the light of the fun, for the Lord God 
Gall enlighten them, and they ſhall reign for ever and. 
ever. (O bleſed eternity,) v. 11, &c. He that is juſt 
let bim be juſtified ſtill: and he that is holy, let bim be. 
fen#iified flill: Bebold I come quickly; and my reward 
it with me, to render to every man actording ta bis works. 

Jam Alpha and Omega, the firſt and the laſt, the be- 
' ging and the end. Bleſed are {hey that waſh their 
robes in the blood of the Lamb: that they may have a. 
rigbt to the tree of life : and mayſenter in by the gates 
into thecity. Without are dogt, ald ſorcerers, and the 
uncbaſt, and murderers, and ſerhers of idols, and e- 
very one that loveth and maketh a fie, (unhappy men for 
ever excluded from the city of Gad, and ſent away in- 
fo the region of the ſecand death |) v. 16, 8&c. I Jeſus 
bave ſent my Angel to teſtiſy to you theſe things in the. 
churches, I am the rout aud flacklof David, the bright 
and morning ſtar. (O glary be iq tbee, dear Lord, the 
fource of all our good,] Aud the Spirit (in all God's 


true ſervants) and the bride, (the church) ſay come (all 


longing to be eternaly united tothpir Lord.) And let bim 
that heareth, (or readeth this) fay come, (inviting this 
fame Lord, with all the ardor of bis foul.) and let bim 
that tbirſteth come : and be that. will let bim take the 
water of life fres coſt. He that giveth teſtimony f, — 
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theſe things, ſaith, ſurely. I come guickly, Amen, come 
Lord Jeſus. O'come ſweet Jeſus, and put an end to 
all our miſeries; and to the reign of ſin ; and take- 
us all to thyſelf, to be with thee and to ſee thy * 
for ever, Amen, Amen. 
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Pointing out a variety of Scripture Texts, upon all 
the chief heads of Chriſtian Morality. 


FX 
BSOLUTION. The power given to Chris. mini- 
ſters. St. Matthew xvi. 10. xvitk 18. St. John xx. 


A 


22, 23, 2 Cor. ii. 10. 5 

Alms. Recommended. Deuteronomy xv. 7, 8, 11. To- 
bias iv. 7, &c. xii. . Job xxxi. 16, 1718, &c. Pſalm 
xl (alias xli.) 1. Prov. xix. 17. Eccles. xi. 1, &c. Ec- 
clus iii. 33. iv. 1, 2, &c. xxix. 15. &c. Daniel iv. 24. 
St. Mat. xxv. 35, 42. St. Luke xi 41. 2 Cor. viii 9,10. 
ix. 6, 7, &c. xiii: 6. St. James ii. 15. 1. St. John iii. 17. 

Ambition Cenſured. Ecclus vii. 4, 6. St. Matt. xx. 255 
&c. St. Luke xxui. 24, &c. St. James iii. 1. 

Angels, Their charge over us. Exodus xxili. 20, 21. 
Pfalm xc. (alias xci.) 11, 12. St. Matthew XVIll. 10. 
_ Hebr, i. 1.4. They offer up our prayers, Tob. xii. 12. 
Revel. viiĩ 4. 

Anger. Preſcriptions againſt it. Eccleſiaſtes vii. 10. xi 

10. Fecſus xxvii. 33. xxviii. 1, 2, 8 &c. St. 8 
v. 21, &c. Rom. xii. 17, &c. . V. 19, &. Eph. 
iv. 26, 31. St. James i. 19, — | | 

. 

RE Its inſtitution, neceſſity, and efficacy. St. Max. 
xxviii. 19. St. Mark xvi. 16. St. John iii. 3, 5 Acts ii. 
38. Ephes. v. 26. Titus iii. 5. Hebr. x. 22, &c. Ad- 
miniſtred by the Apoſtles in water. Acts viii 36, 
38. x. 47, A See alſo Eph. v. 26, Heb. x. 22. St. Pet. 


Hi. 20, 21. Item, Ifai. Iii. 15, Ezekiel xxvi. 25, &c. 
The 


i INDE X. 


The / 4 one St. Mat. v. 3, 4, Kc. St. Luke vi. 20;. 
21, &C. 

Biſhops. See their office and duty. AQs xx. 28, and hy 
throughout the Epilt!-: of St. Paul to Timothy, and 
Titus: as alſo Rev. ii, and iii. and Ezekiel iti, and 
_ in the duty of the watchman appointed by the 
ord. | 

Blaſphemy condemned. Leviticus xxiv. 14, 15,.16. Ec-- 
clus xxiii. 5, &c. Puniſhed in Sennacherib, Ifai, 
xxxvii; and in Nicanor, 1 Machab. vii. 

Bribes. The taking bribes condemned. Exod. xxiii. g. 
Deuteron. xvi. 19. Job. xv. 34. Pſalm xxv. 10. Prov. 
XV. 27. xvii. 23. xxii. 9. Ecclus xx. 31. xl. 12. Iſai. i; 
23. u. 23. XXXill. 15, | | 


E. 
Cardinal Virtues. Wiſdom viii. 7. : 
„ Charity. The two precepts of it inculcated. St. Mat: 

xxii. 37, &c. St. Mark xii. 30, 31. St. Luke x. 27. 28. 6 
Charity for our neighbours, its excellence and neceſſity. ; 
St. Luke x. 30, &c. exemplified in the good Samari- 

tan: Recommended in an extraordinary manner by 
our Ford, St. John. xiii. 34. xv. 12, 13, 17. And by , 
the Apoſtles; Rom. xiii. 8, 9, and 10. 1. Cor. xiii 1. 
2, &c. Gal v. x3, 14. Coloſ. iii. 14. 1 St. Peter. iv. 8. 
1 St. ſohn- ii. 9, 10. iii. 10, 11, &c. iv. 7: 8, &c. 
Charity for our enemies. St. Mat. v. 44, &c. St. Luke 
Vi. 35. Rom. x11. 20. N | 
Chrift promiſed from the begining, Geneſis iii. 15. xii. 
3. XX1L 18. xxvi. 4. XXVt:. 1g. A. 10. Deuteronomy 
xvii. 15, &c. Refides the many figures, and myſteri- 
ous predictions of his paſſion and death contained in 

the law: and a great variety of propbecies concern- 

ing him in the Pfalms and in the Prophets. See in- 

particular ſor his paſſion, the preſcriptions relating to 
the paſchal lam; Exodus vii. 6, 7, 13, 22, 23. The 
ceremonies of the ſolemn expiation, Keviticus xvi. 5, 
6, 7,8, 9, 10, &c. The ſacrifice of the red cow, and 

the holy waters to be made with the aſhes of it, for 

all purifications, Numb, xix, &c. As alſo the prophe- 

eies: Pſalm xxi. (alias xxii.) 2, 3, 7, 8, ꝙ 12, 13,14, 

| * 
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17, 18, 19. Ixviii. (alias Kix.) 2, 3, &c. 20, 21, 22, 
&c. Iſaiah J. 5, 6, 7. liii. 1, 2, 3, &c. | 


Chriſt is the only begoten, the true and natural Son of | 


God. St. Mat. xvi. 16. St. John i. 13. iii. 16, 18. Rom. 
viii. 32. 1 St. John iv. 39. He is the ſame God with 


| his Father and equal to him. St. John v. 18, 10, 23, 


x. 30. xiv. I, 9, &C. xvi. 14, 15. xvii. 10, Philip. ii. 5, 


6. He is true God, St. John i. I. xx. 28. 29. Acts xx. 


25. Rom. ix. 5. Titus ii. 13. 1 St. John iii. 16. v. 20. 
See alſo Iſai ix. 6. xxxv. 4, 5, St. Matt. i. 23. St. Luke 
i. 16. 17. Hebr. i. 8. He is the creator of all things, 
St. John i. 3, 10, 11. Colof:. i. 15, 16, 17. Hebr. i. 2, 


10, 11,12. iii 4. He is the Lord of Glory. 1 Cor. ii. 


8. The King of Kings, and Lord of Lords. Revel. 
xvii. 14. xix. 46. To paſs over many other texts, re- 


lative to the Divinity of Chriſt; which though it be 


not properly à point of morality; is nevertheleſs an 


article that has a very great influence on our worſhip. 
and our morality. 


Chriſt died for all men. St John iii. 16, 17 Rom. v. 


* 


* 


18. 2 Cor. v. 14, 15. 1 Tim. ii. 3, 4, 5, ©. iv. 10. 
Hebr. ii. 9 1 St. John ii. 1, 2 Even for the repro- 
bate. Rom. xiv 15. 1 Cor. viii. 2. 2 St. Peter ii. 1. 


hriſt's Church ſtands for ever. St. Matt. xvi. 18. 


xxviii. 19, 20. St. Jehn xiv. 16, 17. Pſalm xlvñ. 
(alias xTviii.) 8 Pſalm Ixxiz; alias Ixxii) «5, 7. Pſalm 
Ixxxviii (alias Ixxxix.) 3, 4, 29, 36, 37. Pſalm cxxxi, 
(alias cxxxii ) 13, 14. Iſar ix. 7. liv. g, tc. lix. 20. 


21. Ix. 16, 18, &c. Ixil. 6. Jer. xxxi: 35, 36. xxxiii. 17, 


Ezekiel xxxvii. 24, 26 Daniel ii. 44. L h v. 23, 24, 25, 
26, 27, &c. 1 Tim. iii. 14, V5. From al! which, and from 
many other texts, it is evident that Chriſt's Church 
can never fall from his truth, or teach her childten 
any doctrins or practice deſtructive of their ſalvation. 


Church Guides Their authority, power and commiſ- 


ſion, Deuteronomy xvii. 8, 9, &c. St. Matthew xviii. 
17, 18. xxwii. 18, 19, 20. St Luke x. 16. St. John 
xiv. 16, 17, 26. xx. 21, &c. Epheſ. iv. 11, 12, &c. 
Hebr. xiii. 7, 17. 1 John iv. 6 


The ten Commandments. Exodus xx. 2, 3, &c. Deu- 


teronomy v 6, 7, &, The keeping of them is _— 
ary 


A Ex 


| ſary to ſalvation, St. Matthew xix. 17. 1 St. John ii. 
4. V. 2, 3 . I 1 6 Ap 
Confeſſion of fins. Numb. v. 6, 7. St. Matt. iti. 6, Acts 
x1x. 18. St. James v. 16. 8 
Confirmation adminiſtred. Acts viii. 15, &c. xix. 6. 
The grace given by it. 2 Corinth. i. 22, 23. Hebr. 
TTT 
Conformity with the will of God. 1 Samuel iii. 18. 2. 
Samuel xv. 26. xvi. 10, &c. Pſalm xxxviii, 10, &c. 
Job. 1. 21. ji. 10. Mich. vii. 9. Ecclus ti, 4, &c. 1 
Mach. iii. 60, St, Matthew xxvi. 39, 42. St. Mark 
xiv. 36. St. Luke xxii. 42 St. John iv. 34. vi. 38. Acts 
xxi 14. | 
Continency recommended. Matt, xix. 11, 12. 1 Cor vii. 
78, 27, 37, 38, 40. EE 
Converſion of the Gentiles foretold. Pſalm ii. 8. Pſalm 
xxi. (alias x11.) 27. Iſai. xlix. 6. liv. I, 2, 3. Daniel ii. 
35, 44. Malachi 1. 11, &c. | | 
nverſion from fin to God inculcated. Ecclus xvii. 21. 


i. 38, iii. 19, &c, | 

Fraternal Correction enjoined. St. Matt. viii. 15. 

Covetouſneſs condemned. Prov i. 19. Eccleſ. v. . Ecclus 
x. 9. xiv. 9. &c. xxxi 5, &c. Iſai. v. 8. Jerem. vi. 13. 
viii. 10. Amos ix. 1. Haba. ii. 9. St. Matt vi. 19, 24, 
25: xix. 24. St Luke xii. 15, &c. Rom. i. 29. 1 Cor. vi. 
10, Eph. v. 5. 1 Tim. vi. 9, 10. Hebr. xiii. 5. _ 

The Creation and its perfeQion. Gen. i. Ecclus xvii. 
and xlii. "Fx 

D 

Death. See the memory of it, and its certainty inculca- 
ted. Gen. iii. 19, v. 5, &c. 2 Sam. xiv. 14, Pſalm 
xlviii (alias xlix.) 11, 12, &c. Pſalm 1xxv. (alias Ixxvi.) 
6. Ecclus xxxviii. 23. xli. 1, &c. St. Luke xii. 29. 
Hebr. ix. 27. 2 E 

Detraction condemned. Pſalm c. (alias ci.) 5. Prov. iv 
24. Xxxiv. , 2, 22. Eccleſiaſtes x. 11. Wiſdom i. 11. 


Rom. i. 30. 2 Cor. xii. 20. St. James iv. 11. 1 St. Pe- 
ter 11. 1. 


Devotion 


D 
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Devotion to the divine law, and commandments, Pſ. xyiii 
(alias xix.) 8, 9, 10, 11. Pf. cxviii, &c. 


Dreams generaly not to be regarded. Leviticus xix, 26. 


eronomy xvili, 10 Eccleſiaſtes v 6. Ecclus xxxiv. 

1,2, 4, 5, 6, 7. 
Drunkeneſs condemned. Prov. xx. 1. xxiii. 29, 30, ee, 
Ecclus xix, 1, 2. Iſaias v. 11, 22. Oſee iv. 11. St Luke 
xxi 34. Rom. xiii. 12, 13. x, Cel. vi. 9, 10. Gal. v. 


19, Ac. I 
Enmity condemned. See Anger, Revenge, and Charity 


. for Enemies. 

Envy condemned. Job. v. 2. Prov. xiv. 30. Wiſdom 
25. Rom. i. 29. Gal. v. 21, 26. 1 Tim. vi. ? 2 Ti 
in. 3, 1 St. Peter. ji. 4. 

The bleſſed Euchariſt inſtituted. St. Matt. xxvi. 6 xc. 
St. Mark xiv. 22, &c. St. Luke xxii. 19, Kc Cor. 


ki. 23, 24, &c. Promiſed St. John vi. 52, &c. The 


danger of the abuſe of i it, L Corinth. X. 16, 17. 18, 
19, 20, 21. xi. 27, 29. 
Audient Figures of the bieſed Euchariſt: The- tice of 
life, Gen. ii, 9. The ' ſacrifice of Melchiſedech, in 
"bread and wine, Gen. xiv. 18. The paſchal lamb, 
Exo. xii. 5, 6, 7, 8, &c. The manna given from hea- 
ven in the deſart; and the miraculous water from the 
rock, St. John vi, 32, 51, 52, 58, 59, 1 Corinth x, 3, 
4. The Shew-bread, or loaves of propoſition, order- 
4 to be ſet before che Lord in his ſanctuary, for a 


memorial of the oblation of the Lord, by an everlaſt- | 


ing covenant. Leviticus xxiv. 5, 6, 7, 8. The miracu- 
lous bread, with which the prophet Elias was fed, 
by an Angel in the wilderneſs. 1 Kings (alias, 3 Kings.) 
xix. In the ſtrength of which food, he walked forty 
days, and forty nights unto the mount of God, Horeb, 

V. 8, &c. See alſo the predictions of the royal Pro- 
phet. Pf. xxi. (alias xxii.) 2, 30. Pſ. xii. * xxlii.) 
5. Pf. cx. (alias cxi.) 4, 5. 

Extreme Unction 4:27 £29 St. Tiles; 14; 15 : pre- 
figured, St, Mark vi. 18. - 


8 


Exxa viii. 23. Nehemiah i. 4. 


gf 


True Faith is neceſſary to falvation. St, Mark xvi. 16 


Adds ii. 47. iv. 12. Hebr. xi. 6. Juſtification cannot be 
had, either by the works of the law. of nature, or 
by the works of the law of Moſes'; without true 
Faith. Rom. iii. 20, 23, 24, 28, Kc. The Faith which 


. is neceflary to, juſtification and ſalvation. doth not 
imply an abſolute aſſurance (excluding all manner of 


fear) either of our juſtification, or of our ſalvation. 
Rom. xi. 20, 21, 22. 1 Cor. ix. 27. x. 12. Philip. ii. 
12. Rev. iii. 11. ES Ke | 3 
aith without good works is dead. St. James ii. x 4, 17, 
ein e do Females vw 
Fax without charity aviileth nothing to fabraion. 1 
COLE EATS . 7 a4 1-1. 
Faith when ftrong and lively, works wonders. Hebr. xi. 
2, 4, 5, &c. It has a wonderful virtue againſt tempta- 
tions. Eph. vi. 16, 17. Its influence on prayer. St. 
Matt. xxi. 21, 22, St. Mark xi. 22, 23, 24. St. Luke 
i 1, 8. St. James 1. 6,6,7% 7 .. ©. 
Faſting recommended. Joel ii. x 2. It moves God to ſhew 
- - mercy. Jonas iii. 5, &c. It is of great efficacy againſt 
the 75 . St, Mark ix. 29. All the children of. Chriſt 
are to faſt. St. Matt. ix. 15. St. Mark ii. 20: St. Luke 
v. 35. The practice of falling by, God's ſervants. 1 
niel x. 3, 7, 12, &c. 
Adds xiii. 3. xiv. 23. 2 Cor. vi. 5. xi. 27, Chriſt's faſt. 
„„ ö ood witond; 63 b 
The Fear of the Lord, and its admirable fruits. Job 


deen 28, kr weit. (alias xxxiv.) 9 10. PL cx. (alia 


7, £x1.) 10. Eeclus i. 11, 12, 13, ce. 
Free will. Geneſis iii. 7. Deut. xxx. 19. Ecclus. xv. 14, 


Kc. Man's Free will often reſiſts the Ker and calls 
2 


ekiel xviii. 23. 
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Friendſhip with the good, highly recommended. Ecclus 
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The Holy Ghoſt. For his divinity. See Acts v. 3, 4. xxviii 
25, 26. 1 Cor. ii. 10, 11. vi. 11, 19, 20. As alſo St. 
Mat. xii. 31, 31. Acts xiii. 2. xx. 28. 2. Cor. xiii. 14 : 

and the ſolemn form of Baptiſm. St. Mat. xxviii. 19, 

20. The Holy Ghoſt proceeds from the Father and 

the Son. St. John xv. 26. 

God: His names in holy writ. The Lord God. Geneſis 

ii. 5, 7, 8, &c. The moſt high God. Gen. xiv. 18, 19. 
The creator and poſſeſſor of heaven and earth. v. 19, 
22. The Almigbty. Gen. xvii. 1. Exodus xv. 3. The 
Lord God the Eternal. Gen. xxi. 3 3. He that is, or 

Being, itſelf. I am who am: Exodus ii. 14. The Lord 
(that is, the ſelf-exiſtent) the God of ' Abraham, the 
God of Iſaac, and the God of Jacob. v. 15, &c. The 

Lord God of Sabaoth, that is of hoſts or armies. Iſai. 

ZI, 2 vE 3 &c. i 4 : 

God is unchangeable. Numbers xxiii. 19. 1 Samuel xv. 
29. Pf. ci. 28. Malach. iii. 6. St. James v. 17. 

The love of God inculcated. Deuter. vi. 5, 6. x. 12. xi. 

133 18, 22, &c. throughout all the Scriptures. 

The preſence of God, and the remembrance of it incul- 
cated. Geneſis xviii. 1. Pf. xv. 8. Pf. cxxxviii, (alias 
cxxxix.) 7, 8. Prov. xv. 3. Ecclus xiv. 22, xvil. 13, 16. 
xxili. 25, 26. Jeremias xxiii. 24. Job. xxxiv. 21, 22. 

nnn "13 | 

Walking with God recommended. Gen. v. 24. vi. . xlviii 
15, &c. i 5 | 

The workip of God, by adoration, praiſe, thankſgiving, 
oblation, and prayer, is perpetualy recommended in 
every part of the Bible. | YE 

The grace of God, and its neceſſity, is inculcated through- 
out the whole Scripture, which ever attributes all 
our good to God. See John xv. 4, 5. 2 Cor. iii. 5, 
6 | 

The providence of God ſet forth in the whole Scripture 

hiſtory: particularly in Joſeph, Moſes, David, Elias, 

Daniel, Efther, &c. See alſo St. Matt. vi. 24. x. 29, 


&c. | 
Li | H 
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The bappineſs of Heaven. PC. xxxy, (alias xxxvi.) 9, 10. 
Pſ. bxxxiii, (alias Ixxxiv.) 2, 3, 5, 8, 11. PC lxxxvi, 
(alias Ixxxvii.) 3. Iſai. xxv. 6, 7. xxxiii. 15, 16, 17, 20. 
21. St. Mat. xiii. 43. Rom. viii. 18, 19. 1 Cor. ii. 9. 2. 
Cor. iv. 17, 18. Revel. xxi. 3, 4, &c. xxii. 1, 2, 3, 

. &c, Sit” DT ITN 

Hell and its miferable eternity. Job x. 21, 22. Iſai. xxx · 
33. xxxiii. 14. Ecclus xxxix. 33, 34, &c. St. Matt. iii. 
12. v. 29. 30. iii. 50. xviii. 8, 9. xxii. 13. xxv. 30- 
41, 46. St. Mark ix. 43, 44, 45, 46, 48. St. Luke iii. 
17. xvi. 22, 23, &c. 2 Theſſalon. i. 7, 8, g. St. Jude 6. 
Revel. xiv. 10, 11. xx 14, 15. xxl. 8, _- 5 

The dreadful evil and puniſhment. of Hereſy, and Schiſm. 
Numbers xvi. 3, 9, &c. 24, 26, 26; 29, 30, 31, &c. 
Deuteron. xvii 8, 9, 10, 11, 12. St. Mat. xviii. 17, 18, 
St. Luke x. 16. Rom. xvi. 17, 18, 2 Cor. Xi. 13, 14, 
15. Galat. i. 8. 9. v. 20, 21. 1 Tim. i. 19, 20. iv. 1, 


2, &c. 2 Tim. ii. 16, 17, 18. iii. 1, 2, 5, 6, 7. 8. Titus 


ii, 10, 11. Hebr. xii. 7, 8, 9. 2. St. Peter ii. 1, 2, 3, 
Kc. 2. St. John 9, 10. St. Jude 3, 4, 10, 11, 12, 13. 
- Revel. ii. 2, 6, 14, 16, 20, 22, 23. 
ope in our Lord perpetualy recommended in holy 
writ. See amongſt many other texts, Pſ. xvii, (alias 
xviii) 3, &c. xxi, (alias xxii.) 5, 6. xxi, (alias xxii.) 1, 
2, 4. Xxx. (alias xxxi.) 2, 3, 4, &c. xxx1. (alias xxxii.) 
10. xxxii, (alias xxxiii.) 18, &c. xxxvi, (alias xxxvii.) 
3, 6, &c. xc, (alias xc.) a, 4, & c. cxvii, (alias cxvin.) 
6, 7, $3.9. Ecclus ii. 6, 9, 11. Iſai. xl. 31. Rom. v. 2, 
4, 5, &c. viii. 31, 32, &c. Heb. vi. 11, 18, 19, &c. 
Humility inculcated. Prov. xi. 2. Eeclus lit. 20. xxxv. 21. 
 - Hai. lvii. 15.1zvi. 2. St. Matt. xi. 28, 29. xviil. 3, 4. St. 
Luke xiv. 10, 11. Xvili. 13, 14. Rom. xii. 6. Gal, vi. 
3. Philip. ii. 6, 7, 8. St. James iv. 6. 1 St. Peter iv. 5, 
nale „ 
The Humble are uſualy choſen hy God for the greateſt 
things. See Judges vi. 14, 18. vii. 2, 4. viii. 2. 3. 1 
Samuel ix. 21, &c. St. Matt. xi. 25. St. Luke i, 48, 
49. 1 Cor. i. 21, &c. | 


1 


N ix 


I. 


Impurity: how heinous an evil in the ſight of God. Ge- 

neſis vi. 3, &c. Job. xxxi. 1, 2, 3, 6, io, 11. St. Matt. 
v. 27, 28, &c. Rom. 1. 29, 30. 1. Cor. vi. 9, 10, &c. 
Gal. v. 19, &c. Eph. v. 3, 4, 5. 1 Theſ. iv. 3, &c. Re- 

vel. xxi. 8. xxib. 15. 

Injuſtice condemned. Leviticus xix. 35, 36, 1 Cor. vi. 8, 

, &C. | ; 

E condemned. See Drunkeneſs. 

Irriſion or ſcoffing condemned. Job xii. 4. Prov. xxĩi. 10. 

The General *. — St. Matt. xxv. 31, 32, &c. Re- 

vel. xx. 11, &c. 

The particular Judgment after death. 1 Cor. v. 16. See 

alſo St. Luke xvi. 22. | 

Raſh judgment condemned. St. Matt. vii. 1, 2, &c. St. 

Luke vi. 37. Rom. xiv. 3, 4, 10, 13. 1 Cor. iv. 5. St. 

ſames iv. 11, 12, 13. 25 

Juſtification attributed in the Word of God ſometimes 
to Faith. Rom. iii. 20. ſometimes to Hope. Rom. viii. 
24. At other times to love. St. Luke 7. 47. Gal: v. 6. 
To the Fear 'of God Ecclus i. 27, 28. To repentance 
and penance. Ezek. xviii. 21, 22, &c. N 

L. | 296. 

Law. The moral precepts of the Law, are patticularly 

inculcated. Exodus xx, and xxili. Leviticus xix. and 


© nd 


Deuteronomy iv, v, vi, x, xi. | 
The ceremonial ecepts of the Law of Moſes are not 
obligatory to Chriſtians. Acts. xv. Rom. vi, vii. Gal. 
ii, iii, &c. | Ng, 
Lukewarmneſs condemned. Rev. iii. 15, 16, &c.' See alſo 
St. Matt. xxv. 18, 30. St Luke xiii. 6, 7, &c. 
Luft condemned. See Impurity. | : 
Lyes condemned. Exod. xxiii. 7. Levitic. xix. 11. Pſalm 
v. 7. Prov. vi. 17. xli. 22. xiii. 5. xix. 9. xxx. 8. Ecclus. 
Xx. 26, 28. Wiſd. i. 11. Oſee iv. 2. St. John viii. 44. 
Revel. xxi. 8, 27. xxil. 15. | TY 
M. ; 
Matrimony is ſacred and indiſſoluble. Gen: ii. 24. St. 
Matt. xix. 6, St. Mark x. 11, 12. St. Luke hor 8. 
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Rom. vii. 2, 3. 1 Cor. vii. 10, 11, 39. Eph. v. 32. 1 
Theſ. iv. 3, 4, 5. Heb. xiii. 4. 
Duties of Married people. Tob. vi. 16, 17, &c. 1 Cor. 
vii. 3, &c. Eph. v. 22, &c. Coloſ. iii, 18, 19, &c. 1 
St. Peter iii. 1, 2, 3, &c. 1 
Meekneſs recommended. Ecclus iii. 19. St. Matt. v. 4. 
36. xi. 29. Gal. v. 23. vi 2. Eph. iv. 2. Coloſ. ili. 12, 
13. 2 Tim. ii. 24, 25. Tit. iii. 2. St. James i. 19, 20, 
21, iii. 13, 14, &c. 1 St. Peter ii. 21, 22, &c. 
The works of Mercy recommended. See Alms. 
Modeſty recommended. Gal. v. 23. Philip. iv. 5. Coloſ. 
iii. 12. St. James iii. 17. 1 St. Peter iii. 8. 16. 
Mortification, the neceſſity of it inculcated. Job xxviii. 
13. Prov. xxix. 15, 21. Ecclus v. 2. xviii. 30, 31. St. 
Matt. xvi. 24. St. Luke xiv. 26, &c. Rom. viii. 7, 8, 
13. Gal. v. 24. Philip. iii. 18, 19. \ 
Murmuring againſt God, or his vicegerents, how great 
an evil. Exod. xvi. 2, 6, 7. xvii. 2, 3, 4, 7. Numbers 
Ai. 1, 2, 3, 10, 33s 34. xiv. 2, 3, 31, 12, 27, 28; &c. 
xvi. 41, 42, &c. xxi. 5, 6. Deuter. 1. 27, &c. ix. 22, 
23, 24. Wiſd. i. 11. Judith viii. 24, 25. 1 Cor. x. 10. 
St. Jude 16. Stang; 4 | 
| „ | 
Obedience prefered before ſacrifice. 1 Sam. xv. 22, &c. 
Prov. xvi. 5. Ecclus iv. 17. Pſalm xlix. (alias 1.) 8, 9, 
10. &c. Iſai. i. 11, 12, 19, 20. Jerem. vi. 16, 20, Oſee 
vi. 6, 7. Amos v. 21, 22. we 
The Obedience of Chriſt the ſource of all our good. 
Rom. v. 19. Philip. ii. 8, &c. Pſalm xxxix. (alias xl.) 
„8, 9. | | | 
Obedience to ſuperiors inculcated. Deut. xvii. 8, 9. St. 
Luke x. 16. Rom. xiii. 1, 2. Heb. xiii. 7, 17. 
Occaſions of fin carefuly to be avoided. Prov. vi. 27, 28. 
xiii. 20. Ecclus iii. 27. ix. 3, 4. 5. 7, 8, 9. 12. xii. 13. 
iii. 1, 21, 22. St. Matt. v. 28, 29, &c. xviii. 8; 9. St. 
Mark ix. 42, &c. 1 Cor. v. 6, 11, 

Holy Orders confered with faſting, prayer, and impoſi- 
tion of hands. Acts vi. 6. xiti. 3. xiv. 23. | 
Grace is given by Holy Orders. 1 Tim. iv. 14. 2 Tim. 

1. 6. 3ͤ E ; 


Original 


1 D rr 


Original Sin. Job xiv. 4. Pſalm 1. (alias li.) 7. Rom. v. 
12, 15, 16, &c. 1 Cor, * 21, 22. Eph. ii. 3. 


Parents. Our duty to them inculcated. Exod. xx. 12. xxi. 
17. Deut. v. 16. Ecclus iii. 2, 3, 4, &c. vii. 29. St. 
- | Matt. xv. 4. &c. Eph. vi. 1, 2. Coloſ, iii. 20. | 
Patience recommended. Job. i. 20. 21. ii. 9, 10. Prov. 
iii. 11, 12. xiv. 29, xVi. 32. Xxv. 15. Ecclus i. 29. it. 
T1, 2, 3, 4, 5. Tob. ii. 12, 13, 14 St. Matt. v. 39. St. 
Luke viii. 15. xxi. 19. Rom. v. 3, 4. xii. 12. xv. 4. 2 
Cor. vi. 4. Gal. v. 22. Eph. iv. 2. 1 Tim. vi. 11. Heb. 
X. 36. xii. 1, 2. St. James i. 4. v. 7, &c. 1 St. Peter i. 
6. 11. 19. iii. 14. 17, &c. 2 St. Peter i. 6. 
Peace. Its bleſſing. St. Matt. v. 9. St. John xiv. 27. Phi- 
= iv. 7, &c. Not allowed to the wicked. Job ix. 4. 
at. xlviii. 22. Ivii. 21. lix. 8, &c. | | 
Penance or penitence a virtue, of abſolute neceſlity to 
all _—_— St. Luke xiii. 3, 5. See Converſion from fin 
to 


Penance the ſacrament. See Abſolution. 


Praiſe of God. The Scripture is full of inſpired Can- 
ticles, and hymns of the Praiſe of God: the praiſing 
od, being an indiſpenſible part of the worſhip we 
all owe to him. For this ſee the greateſt part of the 
Pſalms ; and the other canticles, and prayers, recor- 
. ded in holy writ. | = 
Prayer, Its neceſſity and efficacy. St Mat. vii. 7, &c, 
XX1. 22. xxvi. 41. St. Luke xi. 9, 10, &c. xvili. 1, 2, 
&c. xxi. 36. St. Joha xiv. 13, 14. xvi. 23, 24. Rom. 
xi. 12. Eph. vi. 18. Coloſ. iv. 2. 1 Thel. v. 17. 1 
Tim. ii. 1, 8. Se, 
Pride condemned. Tob. iv. 14. Pſalm xvii. (alias xvin.) 
28. Prov. viii. 13. xvi. 5, 18, 19. Ecclus iii. 30. x. 
4, 9, 14, 15, &c. xxv. 4. Iſai. iii. 16. Malach. iv. 1. 
St. Matt. xviii. 1, 2, 3. St. Luke xiv. 11, xvi. 15. xvili. 
14. St. James iv. 6. 1 St. Peter v. 5. 
NR 


Relapſing into fin, how great an Evil. Prov. xxvi. 11 
Ecclus xxxiv. 30, 31. Jerem ii. 36. St. Matt. xii. 43, 
44, 45. St. Luke xi, 24, 25, 26. Rom. vi. 6,9, 11, 12. 

Kc. Hebr. vi. 4, 6, 7, 8. x. 26, 29, 30, 31. 2 St. Pe- 
ter 11. 20, 21, 22. 1 Repentance. 


ij r 
Repentance. See Converſion from ſin to God. nr) 


The general ReſurreQion. Job xix. 25, &c. Ifai. xxvi. 19. 
20, 21. 2 Mach. xii. 43, &c. St. Matt. xxii. 30, &c. 
St. John v. 28, 29. Acts xxiv. 16, 16, 1 Cor. xv. 12, &c. 

21 $3, Ä, %% 

Rules of a Chriſtian life. See the commandments; the 
Sermon of our Lord on the mount. Matt. v. vi. vii. L. 
tem. Mich. vi. 6, 7, 8. Titus ii. 11, 12, &c. 

| 8. =>, 
The Sabbath of God's reſt. Gen. ii. 2, 3. Exod. xx. 10, 
11. Myſterious in its ſignification. Pſ. xciv. (alias xcv.) 

11. Ezek. xx. 12, 20. Hebr. iv. 3, 4, 9, Kc. 

Sadneſs often pernicious. Ecclus. M. 22, 23, 24, 25 
26, xxxviil. 19, 21, 22. 2 Cor. vii. 10. 

Scandal, or giving occafion to others of fin, how great 

an evil. St. Matt. xviii. 6, 7. St. Mark ix. 41. St. 
Luke xvii. 1 Rom. xiv. 1, 15. 1 Cor. viii. 9, 10, 11, 


_ | 
 Self-denial. See Mortification. IS! | 
Servants, their duty. Eph. vi. 5, 6. 7, Colof. iii. 22, 
23, 24, 25. 1 Tim. vi. 1, &c. Titus ii. 9, 10. 1 St. 
nit N = 120 o 
Sin. How great an evil: the whole Word of God is full 
of leſſons againſt it. It excludes the mortal finer from 
heaven, and condemns him to hell. 1 Cor. v. 9, 10. 
Gal. v. 19, 20, 21. Revel. xxi. 8. | 2 
Sloth condemned. Prov. vi. 6, 9, 10. x. 4, 5. xii. 11. xiii. 
4. XjX. 1 5, Ax. 4, 13. XX1. 25. xxiv. 30. xxvili. 19. Ec- 
_ elef. x. 18. Eeclus xzxxiii. 29. Ezek. xvi. 49. Rom. xii. 
11, &c. See Lukewarmneſs. 8 et 30.206 2 
Profane Sweating condemned. Ecclus. xxiii. g, 10, 12, 14. 
St. Matt. v. 33, 34, 36, 36, 37. St. James v. 12. | 


y 8 


Tale- bearing condemned. Levitic. xix. 18. Prov. vi. 19. 
xxvi. 20, 22, Ecclus. v. 16. xxi. 31. xxviil. 15. Rom. 


Talkativeneſs cenſured. Prov. x. 19. xxix. 29. Eccleſ. v. 
I. x. 14. Ecclus xxviii. 29, 30. St. James i. 19. 26. 
The evils and dangers of the Tongue. Pf. xxviii. 1. Prov. 

| | me] 


r xi 
Xiii. 3. Ecclus xxĩi. 33. Xxviii. 282, &c. St James iii. 2, 


55 &C. 
: Traditions Apoſtolical recommended. 1 Cor. xi. 2. 2 
Theſ. ii. 15. iii. 6. 2 Tim. i. 1 3. it. 2.4ii. 14. See alſo 
Deuteron. xxxii. 7. Pſalm xviii. (alias xix.) 5, 6, 7, 
Trials and Tribulations: the great advantage of them. 
2 Tob. iii. 21, 22. Judith viii. 22, &c. Wild ii. 47 5» 
6. Ecclus ii. 4, 5. xxvii. 6. Zach. xii. 1. St. Matt. v. 
10, 11, 12. Rom. v. 3, &c. 1 St. Peter iii. 14. iv. 12, 
&c. St. James i. 2, &c. 1 | 
Trinity of perſons in God. St Matt. xxviii. 19. 2 Cor. 


be. glory A St. Matt. vi. 1, 2, &c. xxiii 6 

| , &c. St. Luke xi. o, 43. xvi. 15. St. John v. 

Gat £26. r Jong 7:44 
The Vanity of the World. Eccleſ. i. 2, &c. ii. 1. 2, &c. - 
Virginity. Its commendation and reward. St. Matt. xix. 

11, 12. 1 Cor. vii. 25, 26, &c. Rev. xiv. 3, 4. 9 

Vows: the ſtrict obligation of them. Numb. xxx. z. 
Deuteron. xxiii. 2 1. Eccleſ. v. 3, 4. Pſ. Ixxv. (alias 
Ixxvi. 12.) See alſo 1 Tim v. 12. | | 

Uſury condemned by the word of God. Exod. xxii. 25. 
Levitic. xv. 35, 36, 37. Deuteron. xxiii. ro. Pf. xiv. 
(alias xv.) 5. Prov. xxviii. 8. Ezekiel xvii. 8, 13, 17. 
St. Luke vi. 35. + nen, 

Widows. Leſſons for. them. 1 Tim. v. 3, 5, &c. See 
alſo Judith viii. St. Luke ii. 37. TOE ON 

Wiſdom, highly commended in the books of Proverbs, 
Wiſdom and Eccleſiaſticus: as alfo Job xxviii. &c. 

True wiſdom conſiſts in the knowledge, love and ſervice 

of God: that is, in true godlinefs. Job xxviii. 28. 
Women: cautions with regard to them. Prov. v. 3, 4, 

&c. Rccleſ. vii. 27. Ecclus ix. 2, 3, 4, 5, &c. xxv. 28. 

CC 5 | 

Women not allowed to preach or teach. 1 Cor. xv. 34, 

. I6-0%. 3 4h. flo 12... 

Good Works entitled by the Word of God to a heaven- 
ly reward. Gen. xxii. 16, 17, 18. Pf. xvii. (alias xvii.) 
21, 23, 24, 25. xvii. (alias xix.) 12. St. Matt. v. 11. 

| Zi ran 


© x 
' a R * £ 
CSS © be 9 
= . be,” — 
N 4 * & 
l [ . 
= 
NR 
* 
4 
* 
* 


IN D E X. 


12. x. 42. xvi. 27. Xxv, &c. 1 Cor. iii. 8. 2 Tim. iv. 8, 
& c. | 


Rev. xxii. 1 2. | | 
The eternal lot of all Chriſtians will be decided by their 
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BOOKS 
Printed for, and fold by PHILIP BOWES, 


Book-Seller, at the Bible in Church-Street, 
near the Old-Zridge, DUBLIN, . 


Commandments explain'd in 32 Diſcourſes by J. Horner, 

„ out, $62 
| Sacraments explain'd by Ditto, 28. 20. 
Catechiſm for the Adult, by Ditto, 238. 8d. half, 
Mannin's moral Entertainments, 2 Vol. 5s. 5d. 
Gothier on the Epiſtles and Gaſpels, 3 Vols. 6s. 6d. 
Inſtructions for the whole Year, being practical Thoughts 
on the Epiſtles and Goſpels, by. ]. Gothier, 2s. 2. 
Life of Bp. Fiſher and Sir Thos. Moore, 28. 8d. half. 
Ward's Cantos in 4 Books 8 vo with curious Cuts, 45. 4d. 
England's Converſion by R. Mannin, 28. 8d. half. 
Short Way to end Diſputes by Ditto, 28. 8d. half. 
Single Combat, or Anſwer to Dr. Trapp, by dit. 28. 2d 
Difference between Temporal and Eternal, „ 1. B60 


N. B. At ſaid BOWES may be had all Sorts of Prayer 
Books large and ſmall, with Books of every Kind, viz. 
School Books, Chapmens Books, Accompt Books, Pock- 
et-Books, binds old Books neat and ſtrong, and gives 
the higheſt Prices for old Books in all Languages. 
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